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S.314

Introduced by Senator Mazza

Referred to Committee on Transportation

Date: January 7, 2014

Subject: Motor vehicles; nondriver identification cards; vanity plates;
registration validation stickers; proof of financial responsibility;
diesel and gasoline tax shrinkage allowance; diesel fuel user’s license;
diesel fuel sales report; gasoline distributor bond requirement;
payment of Trails Maintenance Assessments; commercial driver
licenses; serious traffic violation; disqualifications; Vermont Strong
plates; out-of-state registrants

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to:

(1) require the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles to issue nondriver
identification cards at no charge to persons whose licenses are revoked or
suspended due to a physical or mental condition;

(2) authorize the display of vanity plates on any motor vehicle not
registered under the International Registration Plan;

(3) specify that registration validation stickers be unobstructed and
affixed to the lower righthand corner of rear license plates;

(4) specify that proof of financial responsibility may be provided in

electronic form on a portable electronic device;

VT LEG #294888 v.2



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.314
2014 Page 2 of 64

(5) eliminate the one-percent shrinkage allowance on the payment of
diesel taxes;

(6) repeal a requirement that operators of motor trucks base registered
outside Vermont obtain a diesel fuel user’s license;

(7) change the date for distributor or dealers to report diesel fuel sales to
the 25th of each month, rather than the last day of each month;

(8) increase the maximum amount of the bond that the Commissioner of
Motor Vehicles may require a gasoline distributor to maintain;

(9) authorize snowmobile Trails Maintenance Assessments to be paid
electronically and for receipts of electronic transactions to be used as proof of
payment for a 10-day period,

(10) amend the definition of “serious traffic violation” in the
commercial driver license chapter to include the use of a handheld mobile
telephone while driving;

(11) expand the authority of the State to disqualify a person from
driving a commercial motor vehicle concurrently with a disqualification issued
by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration;

(12) authorize the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles to sell Vermont
Strong plates for $5.00 on or after July 1, 2014; and

(13) repeal provisions related to out-of-state registrants.

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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An act relating to miscellaneous amendments to laws related to motor
vehicles

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

.1. 23V.S.A. 8 115(a) is amended to read:
ny Vermont resident may make application to the Commissioner and
be issued ag identification card which is attested by the Commissioner as to
true name, corrsct age, residential address unless the listing of another address
is requested by the agplicant or is otherwise authorized by law, and any other
identifying data as the Cgmmissioner may require which shall include, in the
case of minor applicants, the\yritten consent of the applicant’s parent,
guardian, or other person standindin loco parentis. Every application for an
identification card shall be signed by ¥e applicant and shall contain such
evidence of age and identity as the Commlssioner may require, consistent with

subsection (1) of this section. New and renewakapplication forms shall include

Office of Veterans Affairs confirms his or her status as an honorably

discharged veteran or a veteran discharged under honorable conditions, th

<6 bk} H A ThA
-2 o
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card shall be issued at no charge to a person who surrenders his or her license

in conné\'pn with a suspension or revocation under subsection 636(b) of this

title due to %ysical or mental condition.

** "\Vehicles Eligible to Display Vanity Plates * * *
Sec. 2. 23 V.S.A. 8 3Q4(b) is amended to read:

(b) The authority to isgue vanity motor vehicle number plates or special
number plates for safety orgagizations and service organizations shall reside
with the Commissioner. Determiation of compliance with the criteria
contained in this section shall be witNn the discretion of the Commissioner.
Series of number plates for safety and sevice organizations which are
authorized by the Commissioner shall be isséed in order of approval, subject to
the operating considerations in the Department a§ determined by the
Commissioner. The Commissioner shall issue vanity and special organization
number plates in the following manner:

(1) Vanity plates. Subject to the restrictions of this séction, vanity plates
shall be issued at the request of the registrant of a motor vehicle\registered-a

excluding-trueks unless the vehicle is registered under the Internationa

Registration Plan}, upon application and upon payment of an annual fee o

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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X * * Registration Validation Stickers * * *

Sec. 3. 23 V.S.A. 8§ 3Q5 is amended to read:
8 305. REGISTRATIONNPERIODS
(@) The Commissioner of€otor Vehicles shall issue registration

certificates, validation stickers, aRd number plates upon initial registration, and

registration certificates and validatioN stickers for the each succeeding renewal

period of registration, upon payment o}he registration fee. Exeeptas

otherwiseprovided,number Number plates

year from the first day of the month following t

issued will become void one

month of issue unless a

longer initial reqistration period is authorized by lawk or unless this period is

extended through renewal. Registrations issued for motgr trucks shall become
void one year from the first day of the month following the Yponth of issue.
The fees for annual special excess weight permits issued to thesg vehicles
pursuant to section 1392 of this title shall be prorated so as to coincy

registration expiration dates.

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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ceNificate, validation sticker, and number plates for each motor vehicle owned

by the\State, that shall be valid for a period of five years. Such motor vehicle

shall be cogsidered as properly registered while the plates so issued are
attached theretg. The Commissioner may replace such number plates when in
his or her discretid their condition requires.

(c) Fhe-Commisstonermay-tssue-numberplatesto-be-usedFor-a-period-6

Heceeding-year-the-plate-is-useel\ Except as otherwise provided in subsection
(d) of this section, no plate is valid foy the-seeond-and succeeding years unless
the sticker is affixed to the rear plate in te manner prescribed by the

Commissioner in section 511 of this title.

* k% %

Sec. 4. 23 V.S.A. 8 511 is amended to read:
8511. MANNER OF DISPLAY

(a) A motor vehicle operated on any highway shall have\displayed in a
conspicuous place either one or two number plates as the eemNssionero

motor-vehicles Commissioner may require. Such number plates shall be
furnished by the eemmissioneref-meotor-vehiclesshewing CommissioNer and

shall show the number assigned to such vehicle by the cemmissioner \

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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sedurely attached to the rear of the vehicle. If two are furnished, one shall be

securely attached to the rear and one to the front of the vehicle. The number
plates shaN be kept entirely unobscured, and the numerals and the letters
thereon shall be plainly legible at all times. They shall be kept horizontal, shall
be so fastened as Not to swing, excepting however, there may be installed on a
motor truck or truck tkactor a device which would, upon contact with a
substantial object, permit{he rear number plate to swing toward the front of the
vehicle, provided such devicé\automatically returns the number plate to its
original rigid position after contas is released, and the ground clearance of the
lower edges thereof shall be established by the eemmissioner Commissioner
pursuant to the provisions of 3 V.S.A. chgpter 25 efFitle-3.

(b) Validation stickers shall be unobstrut¢ed and affixed in the lower right

corner of the rear number plate.

(c) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle uess number plates and a

validation sticker are displayed as provided in this secti

* * * Evidence of Financial Responsibility

Sec. 5. 23 V.S.A. 8 800 is amended to read:
8 800. MAINTENANCE OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
(&) No owner of a motor vehicle required to be registered, or operatyr

required to be licensed or issued a learner’s permit, shall operate or permit
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effgct an automobile liability policy or bond in the amounts of at least

$25,00Q.00 for one person and $50,000.00 for two or more persons Killed or
injured any $10,000.00 for damages to property in any one aecident crash. In
lieu thereof, exidence of self-insurance in the amount of $115,000.00 must be
filed with the Cormissioner of Motor Vehicles, and shall be maintained and
evidenced in a form pxescribed by the Commissioner. The Commissioner may
require that evidence of figancial responsibility be produced before motor
vehicle inspections are perfolned pursuant to the requirements of section 1222
of this title.

(b) A person who violates this sedtion shall be assessed a civil penalty of
not more than $500.00, and such violatiog shall be a traffic violation within the
meaning of chapter 24 of this title.

(c) If a certified inspection mechanic or enfoxcement officer requests proof

of financial responsibility, the owner or operator A either provide electronic

proof using a portable electronic device, or provide p&( with a paper

certificate. Use of a portable electronic device to displaybﬁof of financial

responsibility does not in itself constitute consent for the mechagic or

enforcement officer to access other contents of the device.

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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LA 2 DieselT-aeShihikage-Atowance-Repeal-ii
Sex, 6. 23 V.S.A. § 3003 is amended to read:

8 3003\ IMPOSITION OF TAX; EXCEPTIONS

(e) A

N N ala) a N Q alala idVaValla' A
C 7 1O wa "AvIvAwam. ;O v 5

distributed-orused- [Repealdd.
* * * Qut-of-State Diesgl Fuel User’s License; Repeal * * *

Sec. 7. 23 V.S.A. 8 3007 is amended\to read:
8 3007. DIESEL FUEL USER’S LICENSE

(@) In addition to any other provision of Igw relating to registration of
motor vehicles, or fees paid therefore, a person dyvning or operating upon the
highways of the state State a motor truck;-which is registered in the state;
usihg State and uses fuel as defined in section 3002 of tNs title; shall, for each
motor truck to be so operated, apply to the eemmissioner Cmmissioner for a
diesel fuel user license, which shall be renewed at the time of régewal of the
truck’s registration. Application shall be made upon a form prescriged by such

commissioner the Commissioner and shall set forth such information a¥the

commissioner Commissioner may require. Applications filed at the time oXthe

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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anNual license fee for each motor truck listed in the application, except that no
fee shall be required for motor trucks with a gross weight of less than 26,001

pounds.

(b) addNionto-any-otherprovisionso elating-toreg 6RO

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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be-visible-and-legible: [Repealed.]

(c) Thig section shall not apply to users’ vehicles exempt from reporting
requirements Wnder section 3014 of this title or to users’ vehicles exempt from
taxation under suddivisiens subdivision 3003(d){3)-are«5)(1)(C) of this title,
or to users’ vehicles tNat are being operated under the provisions of seetiens
section 463 or 516 of this\itle.

* * * Diesel Fuel Sales Reporting * * *
Sec. 8. 23 V.S.A. § 3014(a) is amended to read:

(a) Every distributor or dealer, orNor before the tast 25th day of each
month, shall file with the eemmissioner §ommissioner on forms prescribed by
him or her a report for the preceding month Which shall include the number of
gallons of fuel sold or delivered. A distributor’s\eport shall also include the
identity of the person to whom the fuel was sold or 8¢livered, the amount of
the tax collected and by whom, and the monthly total of\fuel sold or delivered.

The report shall be filed even though no fuel was sold or deNvered.

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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Sex, 9. 23 V.S.A. 8 3102 is amended to read:
8 310A, LICENSING AND BONDING OF DISTRIBUTORS
(a) BelQre commencing business, on application, a distributor shall first
procure a liceNse from the eemmissioneref-meotor-vehicles Commissioner
permitting him or\ger to continue or to engage in business as a distributor.
Before the Commissioner issues a license, the distributor shall
file with the Commissioner a surety bond in a sum and form and
with sureties as the Commissioner may require in a sum not to
exceed $400,000-00 $1,000,000.80 conditioned upon the issuance of the report;
and the payment of the tax and, penalties, and fines provided in this
subchapter. Upon approval of the applicgtion and bond, the eemmissioner
Commissioner shall issue to the distributor a\ponassignable license which shall
continue in force until surrendered or revoked.
(b) The amount of the surety bonds required shaN be reviewed annually in
September. The minimum amount required shall be the\sum of the highest two
months’ payment during the preceding year or $1,000.00, wXichever is greater,

but in no case shall it exceed $400.000-00 $1,000,000.00. For New licenses,

the bond amount shall be based on an estimate of the tax liability fog a

two-month period.

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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addition, ripayments and reports are delinquent for more than 10 days for

more than oné\reporting period in a calendar year, the bond amount shall be
increased to be thd sum of the tax liability for the highest four months of the

year.

*** Trails Maintenarige Assessments; Electronic Payments * * *
Sec. 10. 23 V.S.A. § 3202 is amdpded to read:
8 3202. REGISTRATION AND TMA DECAL REQUIRED; EXCEPTIONS
(a) Registration and decal required. A person shall not operate a
snowmobile in this State unless it is registerdd and numbered by the State of
Vermont or another state or province and displa¥s a valid Vermont trais

maintenance-assessment-CTMA™) Trails Maintenarige Assessment (TMA)

decal adjacent to the registration decal on the left side okthe snowmobile in

accordance with this chapter, except when operated:
(1) on the property of the owner of the snowmaobile; or
(2) off the highway, in a ski area while being used for the pukpose of

packing snow, or in rescue operations; or

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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thé\snowmobile is identified with the name or seal of the agency in a manner

approved by the Commissioner; or

(4) solely on privately owned land when the operator has the written
consent of the\pwner, or his or her agent, of the property; or

(5) on froz&p bodies of water as designated by the Agency of Natural
Resources under the povisions of 10 V.S.A. § 2607. For purposes of this
subdivision, a snowmobilg shall not be required to display a traHs-maintenrance
assessment TMA decal if not\gperating on a portion of the Statewide
Snowmobile Trail System. LiabNjty insurance as provided for in subdivision
3206(b)(19) of this title and a valid ragistration decal are required; or

(6) for emergency use by fire servige personnel; or

(7) by a person who pays a TMA elecwonically and shows a receipt of

the payment, for up to 10 days after the eIectroXc transaction. The person may

show the receipt using a portable electronic device O provide a paper receipt.

Use of a portable electronic device to display a receir%qes not in itself

constitute consent for an enforcement officer to access ot%\contents of the

device.

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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(J) using a handkeld mobile telephone while driving in violation of

section 4125 of this chapter.

* ** Commercial Molr Vehicles; Disqualifications * * *
Sec. 12. 23 V.S.A. 8 4116(k) is ameRnded to read:

(k) A person shall be disqualified for\a term concurrent with any
disqualification or suspension issued by the ddministrator of the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration

*** \/ermont Strong Plates; Prigge * * *
Sec. 13. 2012 Acts and Resolves No. 71, Sec. 1 is amengded to read:

Sec. 1. VERMONT STRONG MOTOR VEHICLE PLAJES

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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$28.00 shall be allocated as follows:
) $5.00 to the department Department;
(2) %18.00 to the Vermont Disaster Relief Fund; and

(3) $2.0Q to the Vermont Foodbank.

Sec. 14. REPEAL

The following sections of Yitle 23 are repealed:

(1) § 417 (motor truck t%\oermits);

(2) § 418 (collection of tax;\equlations);

(3) § 419 (reciprocal aqreements\r waiver of motor truck permit fees);

(4) § 422 (motor bus identificationk(ker);

(5) § 3107 (alternative basis for calculating gasoline tax).

Sec. 15. 23 V.S.A. § 421 is amended to read:
§421. PENALTIES
(@) It shall be unlawful for any person:
(1) to operate a motor truck subject to the provisions of tNis chapter
upon any public highway in the state State without first obtaining the license,

emergency telegram, or single trip license and tag, plate, or marker reqjred

under section 415 of this title or to so operate without carrying the license,

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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authority gxanted-hereunder; [Repealed.]
(3) to faN to file any return or report required by said-commissioner the

Commissioner; or
(4) to make a faige return or fail to keep records of operations as may be

required by the commissioRer—o

0-operate-a-motor-bhs-subjectto-the provisions-of thischapter-upon
Ry PHBHERHG R-the g arels optatng-the er-o He-tHp
e egurec-unaersection4220 e-or-to-so-operate AoY
cHsP g d er-o hout-the-sihg b-pe R-the-venicle
-ARY-persen-wno-otate O on-ofsypsection ot-this-section;
Srelels onvictionshall-be-punishable b Re-ofFnote Rah-$100-00-6
ore-thah 0-00—anc-upon-a-secona-or-supseguent-¢an R0 otation
OEEHFHAEG R-one-ye er-a-previo ele on-ofanvpro R0
tasecton D he-gHhotlessthan-$250-00-a-mere-than—~500-00-6Frb

Hnprisenment for not- more than 30-days, or both Commissioner.

* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 16. EFFECTIVE DATE

Thic art chall talea offact Aan Tl 1 2014
b A 1

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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& s % Moschebon Ldontification Conde & &
.1. 23V.S.A. § 115 is amended to read:

correct age, residential address unless the listing of another
uested by the applicant or is otherwise authorized by law, and
any other idextifying data as the Commissioner may require which shall
include, in the cXse of minor applicants, the written consent of the applicant’s
parent, guardian, §r other person standing in loco parentis. Every application
for an identificatior\card shall be signed by the applicant and shall contain
such evidence of age agd identity as the Commissioner may require, consistent
with subsection (I) of t\s section. New and renewal application forms shall
include a space for the licant to request that a “veteran” designation by
placed on his or her identiNgation card. If a veteran, as defined in 38 U.S.C.
§ 101(2), requests a veteraN designation and provides a Department of
Defense Form 214 or other\proof of veteran status specified by the
Commissioner, and the Office of \eterans Affairs confirms his or her status as
an honorably discharged veteran Qr a veteran discharged under honorable
conditions, the identification card sh¥l include the term “veteran” on its face.
The Commissioner shall require payent of a fee of $20.00 at the time
application for an identification card is \ade, except that an initial nondriver
identification card shall be issued at no ch&rge to a person who surrenders his
or her license in connection with a suspensi\n or revocation under subsection
636(b) of this title due to a physical or mental 3ondition.

(b)

, Every
identification card shall expire, unless earlier cancgled, on the fourth birthday

of the applicant following the date of original issue, 20d may be renewed every
four years upon payment of a $20.00 fee. At leadst 30 days before an
identification card will expire, the Commissioner shall Ypail first class to the
cardholder an application to renew the identification card.

* * *

to Vermont
presence in
furnishes
icies or

(D) The Commissioner shall issue identification car
residents who are not U.S. citizens but are able to establish lawf
the United States if an applicant follows the procedures an
documents as required under subsection 603(d) of this title and any p
rules adopted thereunder, and otherwise satisfies the requirements
section. The identification cards shall expire consistent with subsection
of this title.

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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* X X

(4) A non-REAL ID compliant identification card issued under
subNivision (2) or (3) of this subsection shall:

A) bear on its face text indicating that it is not valid for federal
identificgtion or official purposes;:and

* x> Vehicles Eligible to Display Vanity Plates * * *

Sec. 2. 23 V.S.A. §304(b) is amended to read:

(b) The authority to issue vanity motor vehicle number plates or special
number plates for saféty organizations and service organizations shall reside
with the CommissioneN, Determination of compliance with the criteria
contained in this section ¥all be within the discretion of the Commissioner.
Series of number plates 1§ safety and service organizations which are
authorized by the CommissioNer shall be issued in order of approval, subject
to the operating considerationg in the Department as determined by the
Commissioner. The Commissioneg shall issue vanity and special organization
number plates in the following manNer:

(1) Vanity plates. Subject to the\estrictions of this section, vanity plates
shall be |ssued at the request of the regitrant of a motor vehicle registered-at

exeladmg—tmeks unless the vehlcle is rlstered under the Internatlonal
Registration Plan}, upon application and up§p payment of an annual fee of
$45.00 in addition to the annual fee for registr&ion. The Commissioner shall
not issue two sets of plates bearing the same initia\s or letters unless the plates
also contain a distinguishing number.  Vanity plates are subject to
reassignment if not renewed within 60 days of expiratiQn of the registration.

* * *

* * * Registration Validation Stickers; Proof of Temporar\Registration * * *
Sec. 3. 23 V.S.A. § 305 is amended to read:
8 305. REGISTRATION PERIODS

(@ The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall issue ¥egistration
certificates, validation stickers, and number plates upon initial reyjstration,
and regqistration certificates and validation stickers for the each sucgeeding
renewal period of registration, upon payment of the registration fee. Exeqpt-a

otherwise—provided,—umber Number plates so issued will become void\gne

year from the first day of the month following the month of issue unless\a

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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Commissioner eofMetor—Vehieles shall issue a registration
idation sticker, and number plates for each motor vehicle owned
by the State, that shall be valid for a period of five years. Such motor vehicle
shall be considded as properly registered while the plates so issued are
attached thereto. \he Commissioner may replace such number plates when in
his or her discretionXheir condition requires.

(c he-CommissioNer-may-issue-numberplatesto-be-used-fo eriod-o

N
I

A ala meaen
v e,

ceding year the plate is'\sed. Except as otherwise prowded in subsectlon
(d) of thls section, no plate is Wlid for the-seeend-and succeeding years unless
the sticker is affixed to the rd\ar plate in the manner prescribed by the
Commissioner in section 511 of thiN title.

(d) When a registration for a mQtor vehicle, snowmobile, motorboat, or
all-terrain vehicle is processed electNnically, a receipt shall be available
electronically and for printing. Fhe A electronlc or prlnted recelpt shaII
serve as a temporary registration: X .

days after the date of the transactron An ele ronic recelpt mav be shown to
an enforcement officer using a portable electroNic device. Use of a portable
electronic device to display the receipt does not iNitself constitute consent for
an officer to access other contents of the device.

Sec. 4. 23 V.S.A. §511 is amended to read:
§511. MANNER OF DISPLAY

(@) A motor vehicle operated on any highway shall haye dlsplayed in a
conspicuous place either one or two number plates as the
motor—vehicles Commissioner may require. Such number
furnished by the cemmissioner—ef-motor-vehicles—shewing Com
shall show the number assigned to such vehicle by the
Commissioner. If only one number plate is furnished, the same\ghall be
securely attached to the rear of the vehicle. If two are furnished, one
securely attached to the rear and one to the front of the vehicle. The n
plates shall be kept entirely unobscured, and the numerals and the let\rs
thereon shall be plainly legible at all times. They shall be kept horizont

VT LEG #294888 v.2
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0Q a motor truck or truck tractor a deV|ce WhICh Would upon contact Wlth a
sulstantial object, permit the rear number plate to swing toward the front of
the Whicle, provided such device automatically returns the number plate to its
origin§ rigid position after contact is released, and the ground clearance of
the lower edges thereof shall be established by the ecemmissioner
CommissiNper pursuant to the provisions of 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 o Fie3.

5 __f--t-_.-.-.--‘u-‘-lp.‘q A JT UTTUD U cU dllU A cU C UVVC U

Pnrnamuhgéinmher plate s
(b) Validatioy stickers on pleasure cars and on motor trucks shall be

unobstructed and a\(ixed in the lower right corner of the rear number plate.

(c) A person shall\got operate a motor vehicle unless number plates and a
validation sticker are diNplayed as provided in this section.

* * * ReciprocXN Recognition of Learner’s Permits * * *

Sec. 5. 23 V.S.A. §411 is amynded to read:
§ 411. RECIPROCAL PROVISNQNS

As determined by the eemm o Commissioner, a
motor vehicle owned by a nonresideN; shall be con5|dered as registered and a
nonresident operator shall be consideNgd as licensed or permitted in this state;
State if the nonresident owner or opera¥or has complied with the laws of the
foreign country or state of his or her resNjence relative to the registration of
motor vehicles and the granting of operatX&s’ licenses or learner’s permits.
Any exemptions provided in this section shall\however, be operative as to an
owner or operator of a motor vehicle only to thg extent that under the laws of
the foreign country or state of his residence like exemptions and privileges are
granted to operators duly licensed or permitted\and to owners of motor
vehicles duly registered under the laws of this statd\State. If the owner or
operator is a resident of a country not adjoining the United States, such
exemptions shall be operative for a period of 30 days f& vacation purposes,
notwithstanding that such country does not grant like privilgges to residents of
this state State. Such exemptions shall not be operative as ¥ the owner of a
motor truck used for the transportation of property for hire oNprofit between
points within the state State or to the owner of any motor vehicR carrying an
auxiliary fuel tank or tanks providing an additional supply of motgr fuel over
and above that provided in the standard equipment of such vehicle.

Sec. 6. 23 V.S.A. § 615 is amended to read:
8§ 615. UNLICENSED OPERATORS
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chicle if he or she possesses a valid learner’s permit issued to him or her by
th&\Commissioner, or by another jurisdiction in accordance with section 411
of thNg title, and if his or her licensed parent or guardian, licensed or certified
driver\education instructor, or licensed person at least 25 years of age rides
beside N\m or her. Nothing in this section shall be construed to permit a
person agjinst whom a revocation or suspension of license is in force, or a
person fess Younger than 15 years of age, or a person who has been refused a
license by theXgommissioner to operate a motor vehicle.

* * * Qut-of-state Junior Operators * * *
Sec. 6a. 23 V.S.A. \614 is amended to read:
8§ 614. RIGHTS UNDXR LICENSE

* * *

(b) A junior operatoNs license shall entitle the holder to operate a
registered motor vehicle withXhe consent of the owner, but shall not entitle him
or her to operate a motor vehiclg in the course of his or her employment or for
direct or indirect compensation I{r one year following issuance of the license,
except that the holder may operate a farm tractor with or without
compensation upon a public highwai\in going to and from different parts of a
farm of the tractor’s owner or to go toNgny repair shop for repair purposes. A
junior operator’s license shall not entit\ the holder to carry passengers for
hire.

(c) During the first three months of opgration, the holder of a junior
operator’s license is restricted to driving alod or with a licensed parent or
guardian, licensed or certified driver education Xstructor, or licensed person
at least 25 years of age. During the following thrég months, a junior operator
may additionally transport family members. No pers§n operating with a junior
operator’s license shall transport more passengers thdu there are safety belts
unless he or she is operating a vehicle that has not beeNmanufactured with a
federally approved safety belt system. A person convicted & operating a motor
vehicle in violation of this subsection shall be subject to a pnalty of not more
than $50.00, and his or her license shall be recalled for a pe&iod of 90 days.
The provisions of this subsection may be enforced only if a lay enforcement
officer has detained the operator for a suspected violation of angther traffic
offense.

(d) A nonresident under age 18 who is privileged to operate on Xermont
highways under section 411 of this title shall be subject to the restrict\ms of
subsections (b) and (c) of this section.
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c. 7. 23 V.S.A. 8 603(h) is amended to read:
A privilege card issued under this section shall:

* x *

(2) \expire at midnight on the eve of the second birthday of the applicant
following ™Re date of issuance or, at the option of an applicant for an
operator’s pNWilege card and upon payment of the required four-year fee, at
midnight on thd\eve of the fourth birthday of the applicant following the date of
issuance.

Sec. 8. 23 V.S.A. § 808 is amended to read:
§ 608. FEES

(@) The four-year fee Nequired to be paid the Commissioner for licensing an
operator of motor vehicles\gr for issuing an operator’s privilege card shall be
$48.00. The two-year fee re\gilred to be paid the Commissioner for licensing
an operator or for issuing an oxerator’s privilege card shall be $30.00 and the
two-year fee for licensing a juniz operator or for issuing a junior operator’s
privilege card shall be $30.00.
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SeCNQ. 23 V.S.A. § 704 is amended to rexgd:
§704. QONALIFICATIONS FOR TRAININg SCHOOL LICENSE

ach-apphdegtin-orderte To qualify for Ndriver’s training school license,
each applicant shaN jneet-the-foHowingrequirelents:

* * *

(3) provide-evidence-thei-he-or-she-maintains Naintain bodily injury and
property damage liability insuraieg on each motor vehy¢le being used in driver
training, insuring the liability of theiver training schogQl and the operator of
each motor vehicle for each instructor ang of any person Wile using any such
motor vehicle with the permission of theNgamed insurey in at least the
following amount: $300,000.00 for bodily injurQr death of ONe person in any
one accident and, subject to said limit for one perssg, $500,008,00 for bodily
injury or death of two or more persons in any one acchgnt, and$100,000.00
for damage to property of others in any one accident: videne—of such
; ge t0 property of o y !¢ R

=-:=-.-, "';= '-= ='=='=. ine ' -' :- Hed '- :;‘m:;“
tina forth the amount of coveraae-and aroviding that tha oolicy of thackance
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* * % Driver’s Training School Licensees * * *
Sec. O\ 23 V.S.A. § 704 is amended to read:
§ 704. QUALIFICATIONS FOR TRAINING SCHOOL LICENSE

e i-erderte To qualify for a driver’s training school license,
each applicagt shaII meet the following requirements:
* * *

(3) provideNQvidence-that-he-or-she-maintains maintain bodily injury and
property damage lidQility insurance on each motor vehicle being used in driver
training, insuring theNjability of the driver training school and the operator of
each motor vehicle for §ach instructor and of any person while using any such
motor vehicle with the\permission of the named insured in at least the
following amount: $300,00Q.00 for bodily injury or death of one person in any
one accident and, subject toRaid limit for one person, $500,000.00 for bodily
injury or death of two or moré\persons in any one accident, and $100,000.00
for damage to property of othds in any one accident. Evidence of such
insurance coverage shall be in tNe form of a certificate from an insurance
company authorized to do business\n this state filed with the commissioner
setting forth the amount of coverage aNd providing that the policy of insurance
shall be noncancelable except afteN 15 days’ writtep notice to the
commissioner;

* * *

* * * Definition of Business Day or\Vorking Day * * *
Sec. 9a. 23 V.S.A. § 4 is amended to read:
§ 4. DEFINITIONS

Except as may be otherwise provided herein, aQd unless the context
otherwise requires in statutes relating to motor vehicle\ and enforcement of
the law regulating vehicles, as provided in this title and 2Q V.S.A. part 5, the
following definitions shall apply:

* * *

(83) “Business day” or “working day’” means any calenddx day except
Saturday, Sunday, or any day classified as a holiday under 1 V.S.A.‘§371.

* * * Proof of Financial Responsibility * * *
Sec. 10. 23 V.S.A. § 800 is amended to read:
§ 800. MAINTENANCE OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
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Rquired to be licensed or issued a learner’s permit, shall operate or permit

$25,00Q.00 for one person and $50,000.00 for two or more persons Killed or
injured &pd $10,000.00 for damages to property in any one aecident crash. In
lieu thered{, evidence of self-insurance in the amount of $115,000.00 must be
filed with thg Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, and shall be maintained and
evidenced in &form prescribed by the Commissioner. The Commissioner may
require that eWdence of financial responsibility be produced before motor
vehicle inspectior§ are performed pursuant to the requirements of section 1222
of this title.

(b) A person who Wolates subsection (a) of this section shall be assessed a
civil penalty of not moNg than $500.00, and such violation shall be a traffic
violation within the meanixg of chapter 24 of this title.

(c) _Every operator of a vdicle required to be registered shall have proof of
financial responsibility as reNuired by subsection (a) of this section when
operating such vehicle on the Njghways of this State. A person may prove
financial responsibility using a pdtable electronic device; however, use of a
device for this purpose does not in Ngelf constitute consent for an enforcement
officer to access other contents of the\device. An operator cited for violating
this subsection shall not be convicted X he or she sends or produces to the
issuing enforcement agency within five bsiness days of the traffic stop proof
of financial responsibility that was in effect Xt the time of the traffic stop.

(d) A person who violates subsection (c) o}\his section shall be subject to a
fine of not more than $100.00.

* * * Possession of License Certificate;
Sec. 11. 23 V.S.A. § 611 is amended to read:
8§ 611. POSSESSION OF LICENSE CERTIFICATE

Every licensee shall have his or her operator’s license Nertificate in his or
her immediate possession at all times when operating } motor vehicle.
However, e a person eharged cited with violating this sectio\or section 610
of this title shall not be convicted if he or she sends a copy of O produces i

ace Period * * *

court-or-to-the—enforcementofficer to the issuing enforcement abencv within
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NC. 12. 23 V.S.A. § 415 is amended to read:
§$4IX. NONDIESEL FUEL USER’S LICENSE

* k% %

(¢) INadditten—to-any-other—provision-of-1a elating—to—registration—o
e L s eoRete J e—oen eight-of-18.000
Y2 chsceoesE L et pocmels b ed-in-the-applicationthe fee
a Q a 1 Q a ala’ 1 ala Q ala’ al faTa m an ANaY¥a ala' N alal a Q
federal, state, provincial, or municipal governments. \Repealed

* *x *

Sec. 13. 23 V.S.A. § 3007 is amended to read:
§3007. DIESEL FUEL USER’S LICENSE

(@) In addition to any other provision of law relating toXegistration of
motor vehicles, or fees paid therefore, a person owning or operaNng upon the
highways of the state State a motor truck;-whiech that is registered I the state;
usihg State and uses fuel as defined in section 3002 of this title; shall\for each
motor truck to be so operated, apply to the eemmissioner Commissiondy for a
diesel fuel user license, which shall be renewed at the time of renewal Nf the
truck’s registration. Application shall be made upon a form prescribed\by
such commissioner the Commissioner and shall set forth such information 3
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Qe initial registration or renewal of a registration shall be accompanied by a
$6%0 annual license fee for each motor truck listed in the application, except
that'o fee shall be required for motor trucks with a gross weight of less than
26,00Npounds.

(b) ala ala A a ‘alialal a A ala A Q ala a ala ala A
addition-to-any-—o Drovisions—of-la ating-to—registratio
otorvehiles—orfeespaidforregistration—a—person—owning—or-operating
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tble- [Repealed.]
(c) This section shall not apply to users’ Whicles exempt from reporting
requirements under section 3014 of this title or td\users’ vehicles exempt from
taxation under subdivisions subdivision 3003(d)EBNare—5)}(1)(C) of this title,

or to users’ vehicles that are being operated under Nge provisions of seetions
section 463 or 516 of this title.

* * * Total Abstinence; Out-of-State ApplicaNs * * *
Sec. 14. 23 V.S.A. 8 1209a(b) is amended to read:
(b) Abstinence.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this subchaptyr, a person
whose license has been suspended for life under this subchapter may apply to
the Driver Rehabilitation School Director and to the Commissigner for
reinstatement of his or her driving privilege. The person shall have coypleted
three years of total abstinence from consumption of alcohol or drugs, orYoth.
The beginning date for the period of abstinence shall be no sooner thanXhe
effective date of the suspension from which the person is requesting
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(5) A\person shall be eligible for reinstatement under this subsection
only once follgwing a suspension for life.

(6) If an Rpplicant for reinstatement under this subsection resides in a
jurisdiction otherXpan Vermont, an investigation will not be conducted. The
Commissioner mav&rovide a letter to the applicant’s jurisdiction of residence
stating that Vermont\does not object to that jurisdiction issuing a license,
provided that the persoN is authorized only to operate vehicles equipped with
an_ignition interlock d\ice and is required to complete any alcohol
rehabilitation or treatment \equirements of the licensing jurisdiction.

* * *

(ngle Trip Permits * * *

Sec. 15. 23 V.S.A. § 1400 is ameNged to read:

§ 1400. PERMIT TO OPERATE INNcXCESS OF WEIGHT AND SIZE
LIMITS; STATE HIGHWAYS

(a) A person or corporation owning oxoperating a traction engine, tractor,
trailer, motor truck, or other motor vehicleNhat desires to operate it over state
State highways or class 1 town highways in eéxcess of the weight and size limits
provided by this subchapter shall i i
commissioner-of-motor-vehicles apply to the Co |SS|oner for a permit. In his
or her discretion, with or without hearing, the Commissioner
may issue to the person or corporation a permit Yuthorizing the person to
operate the traction engine, tractor, trailer, motor\truck, or other motor
vehicle upon state State highways and class 1 town highyays as he or she may
designate and containing the regulation subject to which\{he traction engine,
tractor, trailer, motor truck, or other motor vehicle is to Re operated. The
permit shall not be granted until satisfactory proof is Wrnished to the
EOS Commlssmner that the tractlon engine, tractor\trailer, motor

the terms of the permlt The approval may be

length-of-time—may-be withdrawn for cause, and may be withdrawn wit

cause any time after March 31 next following the date of issuance. Wh
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wehicles Commissioner shall forthwith revoke the permit; when approval is
wiXdrawn otherwise he or she shall revoke the permit within one month.

* k% %

Sec. 16.\23 V.S.A. § 1402 is amended to read:

§ 1402. ONERWEIGHT, WIDTH, HEIGHT, AND LENGTH PERMITS;
FEES

(a) Overwexght, overwidth, indivisible overlength, and overheight permits.
Overweight, over\yidth, indivisible overlength, and overheight permits shall be
signed by the ComNissioner or by his or her agent and a copy shall be kept in
the Office of the\Commissioner or in a location approved by the
Commissioner. Excep{as provided in subsection (c) of this section, a copy
shall also be available\in the towing vehicle and must be available for
inspection on demand of\a law enforcement officer. Before operating a
traction engine, tractor, trailr, motor truck, or other motor vehicle, the person
to whom a permit to operayg in excess of the weight, width, indivisible
overlength, and height limits estgblished by this title is granted shall pay a fee
of $35.00 for each single trip peNit or $100.00 for a blanket permit, except
that the fee for a fleet blanket peri\it shall be $100.00 for the first unit and
$5.00 for each unit thereafter. At the\Qption of a carrier, an annual permit for
the entire fleet, to operate over any dpproved route, may be obtained for
$100.00 for the first tractor and $5.00 YQr each additional tractor, up to a
maximum fee of $1,000.00. The fee for aXleet permit shall be based on the
entire number of tractors owned by the appNicant. An applicant for a fleet
permit may apply for any number of specific Xoutes, each of which shall be
reviewed with regard to the characteristics oNthe route and the type of
equipment operated by the applicant. When e weight or size of the
vehicle-load are considered sufficiently excessive forXpe routing requested, the
Agency of Transportation shall, on request of the CoNmissioner, conduct an
engineering inspection of the vehicle-load and route\for which a fee of
$300.00 will be added to the cost of the permit if the loa is a manufactured
home. For all other loads of any size or with gross weigNt limits less than
150,000 pounds, the fee shall be $800.00 for any engineerind\inspection that
requires up to eight hours to conduct. If the inspection requixges more than
eight hours to conduct, the fee shall be $800.00 plus $60.00 per hgur for each
additional hour required. If the vehicle and load weigh 150,000\ounds or
more but not more than 200,000 pounds, the engineering inspection Xge shall
be $2,000.00. If the vehicle and load weigh more than 200,000 pounds Yut not
more than 250,000 pounds, the engineering inspection fee shall be $5,00Q.00.
If the vehicle and load weigh more than 250,000 pounds, the engineer\ag
inspection fee shall be $10,000.00. The study must be completed prior to th§
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chicle weighs 150,000 pounds or more, or is 15 or more feet in width or
hexght, shall file with the Commissioner a special certificate of insurance
showng minimum coverage of $250,000.00 for death or injury to one person,
$500,0Q0.00 for death or injury to two or more persons, and $250,000.00 for
properti\damage, all arising out of any one aeeident crash.

(b) Ovexlength permits. Except as provided in subsections 1432(c) and (e)
of this title, INshall be necessary to obtain an overlength permit as follows:

(1) For\vehicles with a trailer or semitrailer longer than 75 feet
anywhere in the }ate on highways approved by the Agency of Transportation.
In such cases, the Whicle may be operated with a single trip overlength permit
issued by the Departigent of Motor Vehicles for a fee of $25.00. If the vehicle
is 100 feet or more Yo length, the permit applicant shall file with the
Commissioner of Motor\ehicles, a special certificate of insurance showing
minimum coverage of $X50,000.00 for death or injury to one person,
$500,000.00 for death or inNry to two or more persons, and $250,000.00 for
property damage, all arising o\ of any one aeeident crash.

(2) Notwithstanding the\provisions of this section, the Agency of
Transportation may erect signs at Nose locations where it would be unsafe to
operate vehicles in excess of 68 feet INlength.
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(f) A single trip permit issued under this section shall be\alid for seven
business days.

* ** Diesel Fuel Sales Reporting * * *
Sec. 17. 23 V.S.A. § 3014(a) is amended to read:

(@) Every distributor or dealer, on or before the fast 25th day of\each
month, shall file with the commissioner Commissioner on forms prescribed by
him or her a report for the preceding month which shall include the number Rf
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entlty of the person to Whom the fuel was sold or dellvered the amount of the
taA\collected and by whom, and the monthly total of fuel sold or delivered. The
repox shall be filed even though no fuel was sold or delivered.

* * * Gasoline Distributor Bond Requirement * * *
Sec. 18. V.S.A. § 3102 is amended to read:
8§ 3102. LICKENSING AND BONDING OF DISTRIBUTORS

(a) Before Yommencing business, on application, a distributor shall first
procure a licensg from the ecemmissioner—of—metor—vehicles Commissioner
permitting him or Yer to continue or to engage in business as a distributor.
Before the commissitd\per Commissioner issues a license, the distributor shall
file with the commissioger Commissioner a surety bond in a sum and form and
with sureties as the comNgissiener Commissioner may require in a sum not to
exceed $400,000-00 $700,8%00.00 conditioned upon the issuance of the report;
and the payment of the Wx and, penalties, and fines provided in this
subchapter. Upon approval §f the application and bond, the cemmissioner
Commissioner shall issue to the distributor a nonassignable license which
shall continue in force until surrengered or revoked.

(b) The amount of the surety borNs required shall be reviewed annually in
September. The minimum amount reqdred shall be the sum of the highest two
months’ payment during the preceding year or $1,000.00, whichever is
greater, but in no case shall it exceed $¢006,000:00 $700,000.00. For new
licenses, the bond amount shall be based on\an estimate of the tax liability for

a two-month period.

(c) The amount of the bonds as established IN accordance with subsection
(b) of this section shall be increased whynever the ecommissioner
Commissioner deems it necessary to protect the revexues of the state State. In
addition, if payments and reports are delinquent for\mnore than 10 days for
more than one reporting period in a calendar year, the\gond amount shall be
increased to be the sum of the tax liability for the highes\four months of the
year.

* % %
** * Trails Maintenance Assessments * * *
Sec. 19. 23 V.S.A. § 3202 is amended to read:
8 3202. REGISTRATION AND TMA DECAL REQUIRED; EXCEPTIONS

(@) Registration and decal required. A person shall not operXe a
snowmobile in this State unless it is registered and numbered by the Stat\of
Vermont or another state or province and displays a valid Vermont trai}
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(2)\ off Off the highway, in a ski area while being used for the purpose of
packing SNow, or in rescue operations;-e¥.

(3) feNFor official use by a federal, state State, or municipal agency and
only if the snoyvmobile is identified with the name or seal of the agency in a
manner approvey by the Commissioner;-er.

(4) solely SN on privately owned land when the operator has the
written consent of the&\owner, or his or her agent, of the property;-o¥.

(5) en On frozen'Rodies of water as designated by the Agency of Natural
Resources under the proyisions of 10 V.S.A. §2607. For purposes of this
subdivision, a snowmobi¥ shall not be required to display a traHs
maintenance—assessment TMQ decal if not operating on a portion of the
Statewide Snowmobile Trail Sxstem. Liability insurance as provided for in
subdivision 3206(b)(19) of thi title and a valid registration decal are
required:-or.

(6) for For emergency use by fixg service personnel.

(7) By a person who possesse, a completed TMA form processed
electronically and either printed out or \Jisplayed on a portable electronic
device. The printed or electronic TMA form\hall be valid for 10 days after the
electronic_transaction. Use of a portableMelectronic device to display a
completed TMA form does not in itself constitXe consent for an enforcement
officer to access other contents of the device.

* * *

*** Allocation of Snowmobile Registration Ayoceeds * * *

Sec. 20. 23 V.S.A. § 3214 is amended to read:

8§ 3214. ALLOCATION OF FEES AND PENALTIES; LIABI

INSURANCE; AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT FOR LAW
ENFORCEMENT SERVICES

(@) The amount of $5.00 from the sale of every resident and n
snowmobile registration shall be allocated to the [
Transportation Fund. The balance of fees and penalties collected un
subchapter, except interest, shall be remitted to the
reseurees Agency of Natural Resources, which may retain for its use up\o
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(3) A ing Contracting for law enforcement services with any
constable, sheriX’s department, municipal police department, the department

of-public-safety D&partment of Public Safety, and or the departmentoffish-and

M@#pweﬁ%eemﬂa%e—wm—w Department of Fish and
Wildlife to ensure c§mpliance with the provisions of this chapter. The

allocation for snowmobWe law enforcement services shall be an amount equal

to $5.00 from the sale\ of every resident and nonresident snowmobile
registration;—and. If this aNocation for law enforcement services is not fully
expended, the unexpended aNount carried forward may be used to purchase
capital equipment to aid law eNforcement in the provision of services. VAST
shall be-included include proposhd spending on law enforcement services and

on capital equipment as a part oNthe annual expendlture plan requwed by
section 3215 of this chapter. The
wildlife Departments of Public Safety apd of Fish and Wildlife are authorized

to contract with VAST to provide these laxy enforcement services.

* * *

(d) Any fees and penalties allocated puluant to subsection (a) of this
section shall not revert but shall be available url spent. Any accrued interest

shall be deposited in the transpertationfund Trandgortation Fund.
* ** Commercial Motor Vehicles; Serious TraXic Violations * * *

Sec. 21. 23 V.S.A. §4103(16) is amended to read:

(16) “Serious traffic violation” means a convictio; when operating a
commercial motor vehicle; or,_ if applicable, when operatind\a noncommercial
motor vehicle when the conviction results in the revocation\gancellation, or
suspension of the operator’s license or operating privilege, of:

* k% *

(J) using a handheld mobile telephone while driving a cogmercial

motor vehicle in violation of section 4125 of this chapter.

* * * Commercial Motor Vehicles; Disqualifications * * *
Sec. 22. 23 V.S.A. § 4116(k) is amended to read:
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d\squalification or suspension issued by the administrator of the Federal
M&or Carrier Safety Administration pursuant-te-49-C-FR-8-383.52.

** * \Jermont Strong Plates * * *

Sec. 23\2012 Acts and Resolves No. 71, Sec. 1, as amended by 2012 Acts and
Resolves No. 143, Sec. 13, is amended to read:

Sec. 1. VNRMONT STRONG MOTOR VEHICLE PLATES

* * *

(c) Use. ArNapproved Vermont Strong commemorative plate may be
displayed on a motdy vehicle registered in Vermont as a pleasure car or on a
motor truck registereN in Vermont for less than 26,001 pounds (but excluding
vehicles registered undd the International Registration Plan) by covering the
front registration plate Yith the commemorative plate any time from the
effective date of this actN\until June 30, 2044 2016. The regular front
registration plate shall not D¢ removed. The regular rear registration plate
shall be in place and clearly viNple at all times.

(d) Price and allocation of rexenue. The retail price of the plate shall be
$25.00, except that on or after NIy 1, 2016, plates may be sold by the
Commissioner for $5.00. Funds redgived from the sale of plates for $5.00
shall be allocated to the Department; f0gds received from the sale of the plates
for $25.00 shall be allocated as follows:

(1) $5.00 to the department Department;
(2) $18.00 to the Vermont Disaster Reli
(3) $2.00 to the Vermont Foodbank.

* * *

* * * Nonresident Registration; Repea¥ * * *
Sec. 24. REPEAL
The following sections of Title 23 are repealed:
(1) 8417 (motor truck trip permits);
(2) 8418 (collection of tax; regulations);

(3) §419 (reciprocal agreements for waiver of motor truck peNnit fees);

(4) § 422 (motor bus identification marker).
Sec. 25. 23 V.S.A. § 421 is amended to read:
§421. PENALTIES
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(1) to operate a motor truck subject to the provisions of this chapter
upoQ any public highway in the state State without first obtaining the license,
emerdency telegram, or single trip license and tag, plate, or marker required
under dection 415 of this title or to so operate without carrying the license,
emergendy telegram, or single trip license and displaying the tag, plate, or
marker if idued;

(2) 3
authority-granidd-hereunder; [Repealed.]

(3) to fail ta\file any return or report required by said-commissioner the
Commissioner; or

(4) to make a falg return or fail to keep records of operations as may be
required by the commissiner;—o

D
D
»]
D
D
D
D
1D
D
D
D
D
D
N

Commissioner.

* * * Dealer Rlates * * *
Sec. 26. 23 V.S.A. § 453 is amended to rea¥;
§ 453. FEES AND NUMBER PLATES

(@)(1) An application for dealer’s registratidg shall be accompanied by a
fee of $370.00 for each certificate issued in Nuch dealer’s name. The
Commissioner shall furnish free of charge with &ch dealer’s registration
certificate five-sets-of three number plates showing th§ distinguishing number
assigned such dealer. in-his-or-her-discretion—he-or-de The Commissioner
may furnish further—sets—of additional plates at—a—fed\of-$40.00—per—se
according to the volume of the dealer’s sales in the prior yeX& or, in the case of
an_initial registration, according to the dealer’s reasonNple estimate of
expected sales, as follows:

(A) under 20 sales: 0 additional plates;

(B) 20-49 sales: 1 additional plate;

(C) 5099 sales: up to 5 additional plates;
(D) 100-249 sales: up to 12 additional plates;
(E) 250-499 sales: up to 17 additional plates;
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(G) 750-999 sales: up to 37 additional plates;
(H) 1000-1,499 sales: up to 47 additional plates;
(1) 1,500 or more: up to 57 additional plates.

(2) \If the issuance of additional plates is authorized under subdivision
(1) of this shbsection, up to two plates shall be provided free of charge, and the
Commissione\shall collect $40.00 for each additional plate.

Sec. 27. TRANSWION PROVISION

The CommissioNer may enforce compliance with Sec. 26 of this act on a
rolling basis as deald registrations expire over the 24-month period following
the effective date of c. 26 of this act. Over this 24-month period, upon
receiving the renewal aMplication of a dealer who has been issued plates in
excess of the limits estabNshed in 23 V.S.A. § 453(a)(1), the Commissioner
shall require the dealer to Nturn plates that exceed the limits established in
23 V.S.A. 8 453(a)(1).

Sec. 28. MORATORIUM ON ISSYANCE OF DEALER PLATES; REPEAL

(@)  Except for replacement \of damaged dealer plates, no dealer
registration plates may be issued uUNder 23 V.S.A. § 453(a) to an existing
dealer in addition to the number of plaiss already issued to that dealer, unless
the dealer would be eligible for addition plates under 23 V.S.A. § 453(a) as

amended by Sec. 26 of this act. \
(b) This section shall be repealed on July 1\2014.
Sec. 29. STUDY OF USE OF DEALER PLATE&N“TOWING VEHICLES

(a) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shal study the use of dealer
plates on towing service vehicles and formulate Xecommendations as to
whether the existing law authorizing such use should b\repealed, amended, or
retained in its existing form. In conducting this study, th\Commissioner shall
review the laws of other jurisdictions and consult with Noterested persons,
including a cross-section of dealers.

(b) On or before January 15, 2015, the Commissioner shal, report his or
her findings and recommendations to the House and Senate Cbmmittees on
Transportation.

* * * Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 30. EFFECTIVE DATES
(a) This section and Sec. 28 shall take effect on passage.

H 1L, 1 7114
A%LE A T -\ i
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* * * Nondriver ldentification Cards * * *
Sec. 1. 23 V.S.A. § 115 is amended to read:
8§ 115. NONDRIVER IDENTIFICATION CARDS

(@) Any Vermont resident may make application to the Commissioner and
be issued an identification card which is attested by the Commissioner as to
true name, correct age, residential address unless the listing of another
address is requested by the applicant or is otherwise authorized by law, and
any other identifying data as the Commissioner may require which shall
include, in the case of minor applicants, the written consent of the applicant’s
parent, guardian, or other person standing in loco parentis. Every application
for an identification card shall be signed by the applicant and shall contain
such evidence of age and identity as the Commissioner may require, consistent
with subsection (I) of this section. New and renewal application forms shall
include a space for the applicant to request that a “veteran’ designation by
placed on his or her identification card. If a veteran, as defined in 38 U.S.C.
§ 101(2), requests a veteran designation and provides a Department of
Defense Form 214 or other proof of veteran status specified by the
Commissioner, and the Office of Veterans Affairs confirms his or her status as
an honorably discharged veteran or a veteran discharged under honorable
conditions, the identification card shall include the term “veteran” on its face.
The Commissioner shall require payment of a fee of $20.00 at the time
application for an identification card is made, except that an initial nondriver
identification card shall be issued at no charge to a person who surrenders his
or _her license in connection with a suspension or revocation under subsection
636(b) of this title due to a physical or mental condition.

(h) Except as provided in subsection (I} of this section, every Every

identification card shall expire, unless earlier canceled, on the fourth birthday
of the applicant following the date of original issue, and may be renewed every
four years upon payment of a $20.00 fee. At least 30 days before an
identification card will expire, the Commissioner shall mail first class to the
cardholder an application to renew the identification card.

* * *

(D) The Commissioner shall issue identification cards to Vermont
residents who are not U.S. citizens but are able to establish lawful presence in
the United States if an applicant follows the procedures and furnishes
documents as required under subsection 603(d) of this title and any policies or
rules adopted thereunder, and otherwise satisfies the requirements of this
section. The identification cards shall expire consistent with subsection 603(d)
of this title.
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* k *

(4) A non-REAL ID compliant identification card issued under
subdivision (2) or (3) of this subsection shall:

A) bear on its face text indicating that it is not valid for federal
identification or official purposes;:and

B . dnicl I " | hirthd "
* * * \/ehicles Eligible to Display Vanity Plates * * *
Sec. 2. 23 V.S.A. § 304(b) is amended to read:

(b) The authority to issue vanity motor vehicle number plates or special
number plates for safety organizations and service organizations shall reside
with the Commissioner. Determination of compliance with the criteria
contained in this section shall be within the discretion of the Commissioner.
Series of number plates for safety and service organizations which are
authorized by the Commissioner shall be issued in order of approval, subject
to the operating considerations in the Department as determined by the
Commissioner. The Commissioner shall issue vanity and special organization
number plates in the following manner:

(1) Vanity plates. Subject to the restrictions of this section, vanity plates
shall be issued at the request of the registrant of a motor vehicle registered-at

Registration Plan}, upon application and upon payment of an annual fee of
$45.00 in addition to the annual fee for registration. The Commissioner shall
not issue two sets of plates bearing the same initials or letters unless the plates
also contain a distinguishing number.  Vanity plates are subject to
reassignment if not renewed within 60 days of expiration of the registration.

* * *

(c) The Commissioner shall issue registration numbers 101 through 9999,
which shall be known as reserved registration numbers, for pleasure cars er,
motor trucks that are registered at the pleasure car rate, and motorcycles in
the following manner:

(1) A person holding a reserved registration number between-101-and
9999 may retain the number for the ensuing registration period, provided

application is made prior—to—or—within at least 60 days ef-the prior to
expiration of the registration.

(2) If the registrant does not renew the registration, the number may be
reassigned to a member of the immediate family if application is made within
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at least 60 days efthe prior to expiration of the registration. As used herein,
“immediate family” means the spouse, household member, grandparents,
parents, siblings, children, or grandchildren of the registrant.

(3) The Commissioner shall restrict the issuance of these registrations
to residents of this State and may restrict issuance to applicants who do not
already have such a registration issued to them.

(4) A person holding a reserved registration number between-101-and
9999 on a pleasure car may-also-have-the-same-number-on-a, a truck that is
registered at the pleasure car rate, and-vice—versa or a motorcycle may be
issued the same reserved registration number for the other authorized vehicle
types, provided that the person receives no more than one such plate or set of
plates for each authorized vehicle type.

* * *

* * * Registration Validation Stickers; Proof of Temporary Registration * * *
Sec. 3. 23 V.S.A. 8 305 is amended to read:
§ 305. REGISTRATION PERIODS

(@) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall issue registration
certificates, validation stickers, and number plates upon initial registration,
and registration certificates and validation stickers for the each succeeding
renewal period of registration, upon payment of the registration fee. Exceptas
otherwise—provided—number Number plates so issued will become void one
year from the first day of the month following the month of issue unless a
longer initial registration period is authorized by law, or unless this period is
extended through renewal. Registrations issued for motor trucks shall become
void one year from the first day of the month following the month of issue. The
fees for annual special excess weight permits issued to these vehicles pursuant
to section 1392 of this title shall be prorated so as to coincide with registration
expiration dates.

(b) The Commissioner ef—Metor—Vehicles shall issue a registration
certificate, validation sticker, and number plates for each motor vehicle owned
by the State, that shall be valid for a period of five years. Such motor vehicle

shall be considered as properly registered while the plates so issued are
attached thereto. The Commissioner may replace such number plates when in
his or her discretion their condition requires.

saeeeedmgye&#th&piateq&usedr Except as otherW|se prowded in subsectlon
(d) of this section, no plate is valid for-the-second-and-succeedingyears unless
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the validation sticker is affixed to the rear plate in the manner prescribed by
the Commissioner in section 511 of this title.

(d) When a registration for a motor vehicle, snowmobile, motorboat, or
all-terrain vehicle is processed electronically, a receipt shall be available
electronically and for printing. Fhe An electronic or printed receipt shall

serve as a temporary registration—Fo-be—valid—the—temporaryregistration
shal-be-in-the-pessession-of-the-operator-at-ali-times;-and-it-shall-expire for ten

days after the date of the transaction. An electronic receipt may be shown to
an enforcement officer using a portable electronic device. Use of a portable
electronic device to display the receipt does not in itself constitute consent for
an officer to access other contents of the device.

Sec. 4. 23 V.S.A. §511 is amended to read:
§511. MANNER OF DISPLAY

(@) A motor vehicle operated on any highway shall have displayed in a
conspicuous place either one or two number plates as the eemmissioner—of
motor—vehicles Commissioner may require. Such number plates shall be
furnished by the eemmissioner—of-motor-vehicles—showing Commissioner and
shall show the number assigned to such vehicle by the cemmissioner
Commissioner. If only one number plate is furnished, the same shall be
securely attached to the rear of the vehicle. If two are furnished, one shall be
securely attached to the rear and one to the front of the vehicle. The number
plates shall be kept entirely unobscured, and the numerals and the letters
thereon shall be plainly legible at all times. They shall be kept horizontal,
shall be so fastened as not to swing, excepting however, there may be installed
on a motor truck or truck tractor a device which would, upon contact with a
substantial object, permit the rear number plate to swing toward the front of
the vehicle, provided such device automatically returns the number plate to its
original rigid position after contact is released, and the ground clearance of
the lower edges thereof shall be established by the ecemmissioner
Commissioner pursuant to the provisions of 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 of Fitle-3.

(b) A reqistration validation sticker shall be unobstructed, and shall be
affixed as follows:

(1)  for vehicles issued reqistration plates with dimensions of
approximately 12 x 6 inches, in the lower right corner of the rear registration

plate; and

(2) for vehicles issued a reqistration plate with a dimension of
approximately 7 < 4 inches, in the upper right corner of the rear reqgistration

plate.
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(c) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle unless number plates and a
validation sticker are displayed as provided in this section.

* * * Reciprocal Recognition of Learner’s Permits * * *
Sec. 5. 23V.S.A. § 411 is amended to read:
8 411. RECIPROCAL PROVISIONS

As determined by the cemmissioner—of-metor—vehicles Commissioner, a
motor vehicle owned by a nonresident; shall be considered as registered and a
nonresident operator shall be considered as licensed or permitted in this state;
State if the nonresident owner or operator has complied with the laws of the
foreign country or state of his or her residence relative to the registration of
motor vehicles and the granting of operators’ licenses or learner’s permits.
Any exemptions provided in this section shall, however, be operative as to an
owner or operator of a motor vehicle only to the extent that under the laws of
the foreign country or state of his residence like exemptions and privileges are
granted to operators duly licensed or permitted and to owners of motor
vehicles duly registered under the laws of this state State. If the owner or
operator is a resident of a country not adjoining the United States, such
exemptions shall be operative for a period of 30 days for vacation purposes,
notwithstanding that such country does not grant like privileges to residents of
this state State. Such exemptions shall not be operative as to the owner of a
motor truck used for the transportation of property for hire or profit between
points within the state State or to the owner of any motor vehicle carrying an
auxiliary fuel tank or tanks providing an additional supply of motor fuel over
and above that provided in the standard equipment of such vehicle.

Sec. 6. 23 V.S.A. § 615 is amended to read:
§ 615. UNLICENSED OPERATORS

(@)(1) An unlicensed person 15 years of age or older may operate a motor
vehicle if he or she possesses a valid learner’s permit issued to him or her by
the Commissioner, or by another jurisdiction in accordance with section 411
of this title, and if his or her licensed parent or guardian, licensed or certified
driver education instructor, or licensed person at least 25 years of age rides
beside him or her. Nothing in this section shall be construed to permit a
person against whom a revocation or suspension of license is in force, or a
person tess younger than 15 years of age, or a person who has been refused a
license by the Commissioner to operate a motor vehicle.

* * *
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* * * Qut-of-state Junior Operators * * *
Sec. 7. 23 V.S.A. § 614 is amended to read:
8 614. RIGHTS UNDER LICENSE

* x *

(b) A junior operator’s license shall entitle the holder to operate a
registered motor vehicle with the consent of the owner, but shall not entitle him
or her to operate a motor vehicle in the course of his or her employment or for
direct or indirect compensation for one year following issuance of the license,
except that the holder may operate a farm tractor with or without
compensation upon a public highway in going to and from different parts of a
farm of the tractor’s owner or to go to any repair shop for repair purposes. A
Junior operator’s license shall not entitle the holder to carry passengers for
hire.

(c) During the first three months of operation, the holder of a junior
operator’s license is restricted to driving alone or with a licensed parent or
guardian, licensed or certified driver education instructor, or licensed person
at least 25 years of age. During the following three months, a junior operator
may additionally transport family members. No person operating with a junior
operator’s license shall transport more passengers than there are safety belts
unless he or she is operating a vehicle that has not been manufactured with a
federally approved safety belt system. A person convicted of operating a motor
vehicle in violation of this subsection shall be subject to a penalty of not more
than $50.00, and his or her license shall be recalled for a period of 90 days.
The provisions of this subsection may be enforced only if a law enforcement
officer has detained the operator for a suspected violation of another traffic
offense.

(d) A nonresident under 18 years of age who is privileged to operate on
Vermont highways under section 411 of this title shall be subject to the
restrictions of subsections (b) and (c) of this section.

*** Driving Privilege Cards * * *
Sec. 8. 23 V.S.A. § 603(h) is amended to read:
(h) A privilege card issued under this section shall:

* k% *

(2) expire at midnight on the eve of the second birthday of the applicant
following the date of issuance or, at the option of an applicant for an
operator’s privilege card and upon payment oOf the required four-year fee, at
midnight on the eve of the fourth birthday of the applicant following the date of
issuance.
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Sec. 9. 23 V.S.A. § 608 is amended to read:
8§ 608. FEES

(a) The four-year fee required to be paid the Commissioner for licensing an
operator of motor vehicles or for issuing an operator’s privilege card shall be
$48.00. The two-year fee required to be paid the Commissioner for licensing
an operator or for issuing an operator’s privilege card shall be $30.00 and the
two-year fee for licensing a junior operator or for issuing a junior operator’s
privilege card shall be $30.00.

* * *

Sec. 10. CREDIT FOR PRICE PREMIUM OF TWO-YEAR PRIVILEGE
CARDS; SUBSTITUTION OF PRIVILEGE CARDS FOR
LICENSES AND PERMITS

(a) _If a person issued a two-year operator’s privilege card from January 1,
2014 to June 30, 2014 applies and qualifies for a four-year REAL
ID-compliant operator’s license or a four-year operator’s privilege card upon
expiration of the two-year privilege card, he or she shall be entitled upon
request to a credit of $6.00 toward the fee of the four-year operator’s license
or four-yvear operator’s privilege card.

(b) _If a person issued a two-year operator’s privilege card from January 1,
2014 to June 30, 2014 applies and qualifies for a four-year REAL
ID-compliant operator’s license prior to expiration of his or her privilege
card, the Department of Motor Vehicles shall issue him or her the four-year
REAL ID-compliant license at a charge of $18.00. The four-year REAL-ID
compliant license shall expire at midnight on the eve of the fourth birthday of
the applicant following the date of issuance of the privilege card.

(c)(1) If a person issued a two-year operator’s privilege card, junior
operator’s privilege card, or learner’s privilege card from January 1, 2014 to
December 31, 2015 applies and qualifies for a two-year REAL ID-compliant
operator’s license, junior operator’s license, or learner’s permit prior to
expiration of his or her privilege card, the Department of Motor Vehicles shall
issue the applicant at no charge a REAL ID-compliant license or permit that
expires on_the same date as the applicant’s privilege card.

(2) If a person issued a four-year operator’s privilege card from July 1,
2014 to December 31, 2015 applies and qualifies for a four-year REAL
ID-compliant operator’s license prior to expiration of his or her privilege
card, the Department of Motor Vehicles shall issue at no charge a REAL
ID-compliant license that expires on the same date as the applicant’s

privilege card.
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s ToimmisenS ool oy
Sed\11. 23 V.S.A. § 704 is amended to read:

UALIFICATIONS FOR TRAINING SCHOOL LICENSE

To qualify for a driver’s training school license,

ewal applicant shall meet-the-foHowingrequirements:

* x *

each new and

(3) provide-evidenge-that-he-or-she-maintains maintain bodily injury and
property damage liability ™gurance on each motor vehicle being used in driver
training, insuring the liability\qf the driver training school and the operator of
each motor vehicle for each insttwgtor and of any person while using any such
motor vehicle with the permissioN\of the named insured in at least the
following amount: $300,000.00 for bot\y injury or death of one person in any
one accident and, subject to said limit foNQne person, $500,000.00 for bodily
injury or death of two or more persons in aM one accident, and $100,000.00
for damage to property of others in any oneNgccident. Evidence—ef-such

ala a' alan a N ncea
N G

commissioner A carrier who insures an applicant under th|s sdivision shall
provide the Commissioner and the insured with proof of msu?ance at the
beginning of each policy period. A cancellation or nonrenewalN\f such
insurance may take effect only after notice to the Commissioner ams the
insured at least 15 days prior to the cancellation or nonrenewal;

L L

* % * Driver’s Training School Licensees * * *
Sec. 11. 23 V.S.A. § 704 is amended to read:
8§ 704. QUALIFICATIONS FOR TRAINING SCHOOL LICENSE

Each-apphicantin-orderte To qualify for a driver’s training school license,
each new and renewal applicant shall meetthe-foHowingrequirements:

* k% %

(3) previde-evidence-thathe-orshe-matntains maintain bodily injury and
property damage liability insurance on each motor vehicle being used in driver
training, insuring the liability of the driver training school and the operator of
each motor vehicle for each instructor and of any person while using any such
motor vehicle with the permission of the named insured in at least the
following amount: $300,000.00 for bodily injury or death of one person in any
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one accident and, subject to said limit for one person, $500,000.00 for bodily
injury or death of two or more persons in any one accident, and $100,000.00
for damage to property of others in any one accident—Evidence—of-such

insurance coverage shall be in the form of a certificate from an insurance

* * * Definition of Business Day or Working Day * * *
Sec. 12. 23 V.S.A. § 4 is amended to read:
8 4. DEFINITIONS

Except as may be otherwise provided herein, and unless the context
otherwise requires in statutes relating to motor vehicles and enforcement of
the law regulating vehicles, as provided in this title and 20 V.S.A. part 5, the
following definitions shall apply:

* * *

(83) “Business day’’ or “working dav” means any calendar day except
Saturday, Sunday, or any day classified as a holiday under 1 V.S.A. § 371.

* * * Proof of Financial Responsibility * * *
Sec. 13. 23 V.S.A. 8 800 is amended to read:
§ 800. MAINTENANCE OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

(@) No owner of a motor vehicle required to be registered, or operator
required to be licensed or issued a learner’s permit, shall operate or permit
the operation of the vehicle upon the highways of the State without having in
effect an automobile liability policy or bond in the amounts of at least
$25,000.00 for one person and $50,000.00 for two or more persons killed or
injured and $10,000.00 for damages to property in any one aecident crash. In
lieu thereof, evidence of self-insurance in the amount of $115,000.00 must be
filed with the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, and shall be maintained and
evidenced in a form prescribed by the Commissioner. The Commissioner may
require that evidence of financial responsibility be produced before motor
vehicle inspections are performed pursuant to the requirements of section 1222
of this title.

(b) A person who violates subsection (a) of this section shall be assessed a
civil penalty of not more than $500.00, and such violation shall be a traffic
violation within the meaning of chapter 24 of this title.
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(c) Every operator of a vehicle required to be registered shall have proof of
financial responsibility as required by subsection (a) of this section when
operating such vehicle on the highways of this State. A person may prove
financial responsibility using a portable electronic device; however, use of a
device for this purpose does not in itself constitute consent for an enforcement
officer to access other contents of the device. An operator cited for violating
this subsection shall not be convicted if he or she sends or produces to the
issuing enforcement agency within seven business days of the traffic stop proof
of financial responsibility that was in effect at the time of the traffic stop.

(d) A person who violates subsection (c) of this section shall be subject to a
fine of not more than $100.00.

* * * Possession of License Certificate; Grace Period * * *
Sec. 14. 23 V.S.A. § 611 is amended to read:
8§ 611. POSSESSION OF LICENSE CERTIFICATE

Every licensee shall have his or her operator’s license certificate in his or
her immediate possession at all times when operating a motor vehicle.
However, re a person eharged cited with violating this section or section 610
of this title shall not be convicted if he or she sends a copy of or produces i
court-or-to-the-enforcement-officer to the issuing enforcement agency within
seven business days of the traffic stop an operator’s license certificate
theretofore-issued-to-him-or-herwhich—at the time-of-his-or-hercitation; that
was valid or had expired within the-prier 14 days prior to the traffic stop.

* * * Qut-of-State Fuel User’s License; Repeal * * *
Sec. 15. 23 V.S.A. 8 415 is amended to read:
§415. NONDIESEL FUEL USER’S LICENSE

* * *
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* * *

Sec. 16. 23 V.S.A. § 3007 is amended to read:
$3007. DIESEL FUEL USER’S LICENSE

(@) In addition to any other provision of law relating to registration of
motor vehicles, or fees paid therefore, a person owning or operating upon the
highways of the state State a motor truck—which that is registered in the state;
usihg State and uses fuel as defined in section 3002 of this title; shall, for each
motor truck to be so operated, apply to the commissioner Commissioner for a
diesel fuel user license, which shall be renewed at the time of renewal of the
truck’s registration. Application shall be made upon a form prescribed by
such commissioner the Commissioner and shall set forth such information as
the commissioner Commissioner may require. Applications filed at the time of
the initial registration or renewal of a registration shall be accompanied by a
$6.50 annual license fee for each motor truck listed in the application, except
that no fee shall be required for motor trucks with a gross weight of less than
26,001 pounds.
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(c) This section shall not apply to users’ vehicles exempt from reporting
requirements under section 3014 of this title or to users’ vehicles exempt from
taxation under subdivisions subdivision 3003(d)3)-anrd+5)}(1)(C) of this title,
or to users’ vehicles that are being operated under the provisions of sections
section 463 or 516 of this title.

* * * Total Abstinence; Out-of-State Applicants * * *
Sec. 17. 23 V.S.A. § 1209a(b) is amended to read:
(b) Abstinence.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this subchapter, a person
whose license has been suspended for life under this subchapter may apply to
the Driver Rehabilitation School Director and to the Commissioner for
reinstatement of his or her driving privilege. The person shall have completed
three years of total abstinence from consumption of alcohol or drugs, or both.
The beginning date for the period of abstinence shall be no sooner than the
effective date of the suspension from which the person is requesting
reinstatement and shall not include any period during which the person is
serving a sentence of incarceration to include furlough. The application to the
Commissioner shall be accompanied by a fee of $500.00. The Commissioner
shall have the discretion to waive the application fee if the Commissioner
determines that payment of the fee would present a hardship to the applicant.

(2) If the Commissioner, or a medical review board convened by the
Commissioner, is satisfied by a preponderance of the evidence that the
applicant has abstained for the required number of years immediately
preceding the application and hearing, has successfully completed a therapy
program as required under this section, and the person appreciates that he or
she cannot drink any amount of alcohol and drive safely, the person’s license
shall be reinstated immediately, subject to the condition that the person’s
suspension will be put back in effect in the event any further investigation
reveals a return to the consumption of alcohol or drugs and to such additional
conditions as the Commissioner may impose and, if the person has not
previously operated for three years under an ignition interlock RDL, subject to
the additional condition that the person shall operate under an ignition
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interlock restricted driver’s license for a period of at least one year following
reinstatement under this subsection. However, the Commissioner may waive
this one-year requirement to operate under an ignition interlock restricted
driver’s license if the person furnishes proof as prescribed by the
Commissioner that he or she is incapable of using an ignition interlock device
because of a medical condition that will persist permanently or at least for

one year.

* * *

(5) A person shall be eligible for reinstatement under this subsection
only once following a suspension for life.

(6)(A) If an applicant for reinstatement under this subsection resides in
a jurisdiction other than Vermont, the Commissioner may elect not to conduct
an investigation. If the Commissioner elects not to conduct an investigation,
he or she shall provide a letter to the applicant’s jurisdiction of residence
stating that Vermont does not object to the jurisdiction issuing the applicant a
license if the applicant is authorized to operate only vehicles equipped with an
ignition interlock device and is required to complete any alcohol rehabilitation
or treatment requirements of the licensing jurisdiction.

(B) If the applicant’s jurisdiction of residence is prepared to issue or
has issued a license in accordance with subdivision (A) of this subdivision (6)
and the applicant satisfies the requirements of section 675 of this title, the
Commissioner shall update relevant State and federal databases to reflect that
the applicant’s lifetime suspension or revocation in Vermont under chapter 13,
subchapter 13 of this title has terminated.

***Single Trip Permits * * *
Sec. 18. 23 V.S.A. § 1400 is amended to read:
8 1400. PERMIT TO OPERATE IN EXCESS OF WEIGHT AND SIZE
LIMITS; STATE HIGHWAYS

(a) A person or corporation owning or operating a traction engine, tractor,
trailer, motor truck, or other motor vehicle that desires to operate it over state
State highways or class 1 town highways in excess of the weight and size limits
provided by this subchapter shall make-apphcationfor-sucha—permit-to-the
commissioner-of-motor-vehicles apply to the Commissioner for a permit. In his
or her discretion, with or without hearing, the cemmissioner Commissioner
may issue to the person or corporation a permit authorizing the person to
operate the traction engine, tractor, trailer, motor truck, or other motor
vehicle upon state State highways and class 1 town highways as he or she may
designate and containing the regulation subject to which the traction engine,
tractor, trailer, motor truck, or other motor vehicle is to be operated. The

VT LEG #294888 v.2



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.314
2014 Page 50 of 64

permit shall not be granted until satisfactory proof is furnished to the
commissioner Commissioner that the traction engine, tractor, trailer, motor
truck, or other motor vehicle has been registered and the prescribed fee paid
for a gross weight equal to a maximum legal load limit for its class. No
additional registration fee shall be payable to authorize the use of the traction
engine, tractor, trailer, motor truck, or other motor vehicle in accordance with

the terms of the permit. The approval may be givenforatimited-or-unlimited

length-of-time—may-be withdrawn for cause, and may be withdrawn without
cause any time after March 31 next following the date of issuance. When

approval is withdrawn for cause or on March 31, the commissioner—of-motor
vehieles Commissioner shall forthwith revoke the permit; when approval is
withdrawn otherwise he or she shall revoke the permit within one month.

* * *

Sec. 19. 23 V.S.A. § 1402 is amended to read:

8§ 1402. OVERWEIGHT, WIDTH, HEIGHT, AND LENGTH PERMITS;
FEES

(a) Overweight, overwidth, indivisible overlength, and overheight permits.
Overweight, overwidth, indivisible overlength, and overheight permits shall be
signed by the Commissioner or by his or her agent and a copy shall be kept in
the Office of the Commissioner or in a location approved by the
Commissioner. Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, a copy
shall also be available in the towing vehicle and must be available for
inspection on demand of a law enforcement officer. Before operating a
traction engine, tractor, trailer, motor truck, or other motor vehicle, the person
to whom a permit to operate in excess of the weight, width, indivisible
overlength, and height limits established by this title is granted shall pay a fee
of $35.00 for each single trip permit or $100.00 for a blanket permit, except
that the fee for a fleet blanket permit shall be $100.00 for the first unit and
$5.00 for each unit thereafter. At the option of a carrier, an annual permit for
the entire fleet, to operate over any approved route, may be obtained for
$100.00 for the first tractor and $5.00 for each additional tractor, up to a
maximum fee of $1,000.00. The fee for a fleet permit shall be based on the
entire number of tractors owned by the applicant. An applicant for a fleet
permit may apply for any number of specific routes, each of which shall be
reviewed with regard to the characteristics of the route and the type of
equipment operated by the applicant. When the weight or size of the
vehicle-load are considered sufficiently excessive for the routing requested, the
Agency of Transportation shall, on request of the Commissioner, conduct an
engineering inspection of the vehicle-load and route, for which a fee of
$300.00 will be added to the cost of the permit if the load is a manufactured
home. For all other loads of any size or with gross weight limits less than
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150,000 pounds, the fee shall be $800.00 for any engineering inspection that
requires up to eight hours to conduct. If the inspection requires more than
eight hours to conduct, the fee shall be $800.00 plus $60.00 per hour for each
additional hour required. If the vehicle and load weigh 150,000 pounds or
more but not more than 200,000 pounds, the engineering inspection fee shall
be $2,000.00. If the vehicle and load weigh more than 200,000 pounds but not
more than 250,000 pounds, the engineering inspection fee shall be $5,000.00.
If the vehicle and load weigh more than 250,000 pounds, the engineering
inspection fee shall be $10,000.00. The study must be completed prior to the
permit being issued. Prior to the issuance of a permit, an applicant whose
vehicle weighs 150,000 pounds or more, or is 15 or more feet in width or
height, shall file with the Commissioner a special certificate of insurance
showing minimum coverage of $250,000.00 for death or injury to one person,
$500,000.00 for death or injury to two or more persons, and $250,000.00 for
property damage, all arising out of any one aeeident crash.

(b) Overlength permits. Except as provided in subsections 1432(c) and (e)
of this title, it shall be necessary to obtain an overlength permit as follows:

(1) For vehicles with a trailer or semitrailer longer than 75 feet
anywhere in the State on highways approved by the Agency of Transportation.
In such cases, the vehicle may be operated with a single trip overlength permit
issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles for a fee of $25.00. If the vehicle
is 100 feet or more in length, the permit applicant shall file with the
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, a special certificate of insurance showing
minimum coverage of $250,000.00 for death or injury to one person,
$500,000.00 for death or injury to two or more persons, and $250,000.00 for
property damage, all arising out of any one aeeident crash.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the Agency of
Transportation may erect signs at those locations where it would be unsafe to
operate vehicles in excess of 68 feet in length.

* * *

- I. F | F " I I. | | - I | . : - I - ' - F F
$40.00. [Repealed.]

* * *
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() A single trip permit issued under this section shall be valid for seven
business days.

* * * Diesel Fuel Sales Reporting * * *
Sec. 20. 23 V.S.A. § 3014(a) is amended to read:

(a) Every distributor or dealer, on or before the last 25th day of each
month, shall file with the commissiener Commissioner on forms prescribed by
him or her a report for the preceding month which shall include the number of
gallons of fuel sold or delivered. A distributor’s report shall also include the
identity of the person to whom the fuel was sold or delivered, the amount of the
tax collected and by whom, and the monthly total of fuel sold or delivered. The
report shall be filed even though no fuel was sold or delivered.

* * * Gasoline Distributor Bond Requirement * * *
Sec. 21. 23 V.S.A. 8 3102 is amended to read:
§ 3102. LICENSING AND BONDING OF DISTRIBUTORS

(a) Before commencing business, on application, a distributor shall first
procure a license from the cemmissioner—of-moetor—vehicles Commissioner
permitting him or her to continue or to engage in business as a distributor.
Before the commissioner Commissioner issues a license, the distributor shall
file with the eemmissioner Commissioner a surety bond in a sum-and form and
with sureties as the cemmissioner Commissioner may require # for a sum
based on an estimate of the tax liability for a two-month period, but not to
exceed $400,0006-06 $700,000.00, conditioned upon the issuance of the report;
and the payment of the tax and, penalties, and fines provided in this
subchapter. Upon approval of the application and bond, the cemmissioner
Commissioner shall issue to the distributor a nonassignable license which
shall continue in force until surrendered or revoked.

(b)(1) The amount of the surety bonds required shall be reviewed annually
in September. Fhe-minimum If the Commissioner retains or reimposes a bond
requirement, the amount required shall be the sum of the highest two months’
payment during the preceding year or $1,000.00, whichever is greater, but in
$700,000 00 Fer—new—heenses—the—bend

(2) A distributor may request release or reduction of the bond if the
distributor has complied with all licensing and reporting requirements for at
least the last three consecutive years. |If the Commissioner determines that
release or reduction of the bond will not unreasonably jeopardize State
revenues, the bond shall be released or reduced, notwithstanding subdivision
(1) of this subsection. Upon a finding to the contrary, the Commissioner shall
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retain the bond. If a bond is released or reduced under this subdivision, the
Commissioner may reimpose a bond or increase the bond in accordance with
subdivision (1) of this subsection if he or she determines that a material
change in circumstances has occurred and State revenues will be
unreasonably jeopardized without the reimposition or increase. A distributor
aqggrieved by a decision of the Commissioner to retain, reimpose, or increase a
bond may request a hearing, which shall be conducted in accordance with
sections 105-107 of this title, and appeals shall be governed by section 3115 of

this chapter.

neeess&w%e*weteet—the#evem&e&ef—tm—state—madd{m NotW|thstand|nq the

limits established in subsection (b) of this section, if payments and reports are
delinquent for more than 10 days for more than one reporting period in a
calendar year, the bond amount shall be increased to be the sum of the tax
liability for the highest four months of the year. A distributor aggrieved by a
decision of the Commissioner to increase the bond under this subsection may
request a hearing, which shall be conducted in accordance with sections
105-107 of this title, and appeals shall be governed by section 3115 of this

chapter.

* * *

* * * Trails Maintenance Assessments * * *
Sec. 22. 23 V.S.A. § 3202 is amended to read:
§ 3202. REGISTRATION AND TMA DECAL REQUIRED; EXCEPTIONS

(@) Registration and decal required. A person shall not operate a
snowmobile in this State unless it is registered and numbered by the State of
Vermont or another state or province and displays a valid Vermont trats
maintenance—assessment——IMA") Trails Maintenance Assessment (TMA)
decal adjacent to the registration decal on the left side of the snowmobile in
accordance with this chapter, except when operated:

(1) en On the property of the owner of the snowmobile;-e¥.

(2) oftf Off the highway, in a ski area while being used for the purpose of
packing snow, or in rescue operations;-e¥.

(3) fer For official use by a federal, state State, or municipal agency and
only if the snowmobile is identified with the name or seal of the agency in a
manner approved by the Commissioner;-o¥.
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(4) solely Solely on privately owned land when the operator has the
written consent of the owner, or his or her agent, of the property;-o¥.

(5) en On frozen bodies of water as designated by the Agency of Natural
Resources under the provisions of 10 V.S.A. § 2607. For purposes of this
subdivision, a snowmobile shall not be required to display a traHs
maintenance—assessment TMA decal if not operating on a portion of the
Statewide Snowmobile Trail System. Liability insurance as provided for in
subdivision 3206(b)(19) of this title and a valid registration decal are
required:er.

(6) for For emergency use by fire service personnel.

(7) By a person who possesses a completed TMA form processed
electronically and either printed out or displayed on a portable electronic
device. The printed or electronic TMA form shall be valid for 10 days after the
electronic transaction. Use of a portable electronic device to display a
completed TMA form does not in itself constitute consent for an enforcement
officer to access other contents of the device.

* * *

*** Allocation of Snowmobile Registration Proceeds * * *
Sec. 23. 23 V.S.A. § 3214 is amended to read:
§ 3214. ALLOCATION OF FEES AND PENALTIES; LIABILITY
INSURANCE; AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT FOR LAW
ENFORCEMENT SERVICES

(@) The amount of $5.00 from the sale of every resident and nonresident
snowmobile registration shall be allocated to the transpertation—fund
Transportation Fund. The balance of fees and penalties collected under this
subchapter, except interest, shall be remitted to the agency—ofnatural
resourees Agency of Natural Resources, which may retain for its use up to
$11,500.00 during each fiscal year for the oversight of the state-snewmebie
trat-program State Snowmobile Trail Program, and the remainder shall be
allocated to VAST for:

(1) development Development and maintenance of the state-srewmebHe
tratprogram State Snowmobile Trail Program (SSTP).

(2) proeuring Procuring trails’ liability insurance in accordance with
subsection (b) of this section;-and.

(3) eontracting Contracting for law enforcement services with any
constable, sheriff’s department, municipal police department, the department

of public-safety Department of Public Safety, and or the department-of-fish-and
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wdhetorpurposesotratbcomphancepursuantto Department of Fish and

Wildlife to ensure compliance with the provisions of this chapter. The
allocation for snowmobile law enforcement services shall be an amount equal
to $5.00 from the sale of every resident and nonresident snowmobile
registration;—and. If this allocation for law enforcement services is not fully
expended, the unexpended amount carried forward may be used to purchase
capital equipment to aid law enforcement in the provision of services. VAST
shall be-ineluded include proposed spending on law enforcement services and
on capital equipment as a part of the annual expenditure plan required by
section 3215 of this chapter. The departments—ofpublic-safetyand-fish-and
wildlife Departments of Public Safety and of Fish and Wildlife are authorized
to contract with VAST to provide these law enforcement services.

* * *

(d) Any fees and penalties allocated pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section shall not revert but shall be available until spent. Any accrued interest
shall be deposited in the transpertationfund Transportation Fund.

* * * Commercial Motor Vehicles; Serious Traffic Violations * * *
Sec. 24. 23 V.S.A. §4103(16) is amended to read:

(16) “Serious traffic violation” means a conviction; when operating a
commercial motor vehicle; or, if applicable, when operating a noncommercial
motor vehicle when the conviction results in the revocation, cancellation, or
suspension of the operator’s license or operating privilege, of:

* * *

(J) using a handheld mobile telephone while driving a commercial
motor vehicle in violation of section 4125 of this chapter.

* ** Commercial Motor Vehicles; Disqualifications * * *
Sec. 25. 23 V.S.A. § 4116(k) is amended to read:

(k) A person shall be disqualified for a term concurrent with any
disqualification or suspension issued by the administrator of the Federal

Motor Carrier Safety Administration pursuantto-49-C-FR.-8383.52.

*** \Jermont Strong Plates * * *

Sec. 26. 2012 Acts and Resolves No. 71, Sec. 1, as amended by 2012 Acts and
Resolves No. 143, Sec. 13, is amended to read:

Sec. 1. VERMONT STRONG MOTOR VEHICLE PLATES

* k% %
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(c) Use. An approved Vermont Strong commemorative plate may be
displayed on a motor vehicle registered in Vermont as a pleasure car or on a
motor truck registered in Vermont for less than 26,001 pounds (but excluding
vehicles registered under the International Registration Plan) by covering the
front registration plate with the commemorative plate any time from the
effective date of this act until June 30, 2044 2016. The regular front
registration plate shall not be removed. The regular rear registration plate
shall be in place and clearly visible at all times.

(d) Price and allocation of revenue. The retail price of the plate shall be
$25.00, except that on or after July 1, 2016, plates may be sold by the
Commissioner for $5.00. Funds received from the sale of plates for $5.00
shall be allocated to the Department; funds received from the sale of the plates
for $25.00 shall be allocated as follows:

(1) $5.00 to the department Department;
(2) $18.00 to the Vermont Disaster Relief Fund; and
(3) $2.00 to the Vermont Foodbank.

* * *

* * * Nonresident Registration; Repeals * * *
Sec. 27. REPEAL
The following sections of Title 23 are repealed:
(1) 8417 (motor truck trip permits);
(2) 8418 (collection of tax; regulations);

(3) §419 (reciprocal agreements for waiver of motor truck permit fees);

(4) 8422 (motor bus identification marker).
Sec. 28. 23 V.S.A. § 421 is amended to read:
§421. PENALTIES
(@) It shall be unlawful for any person:

(1) to operate a motor truck subject to the provisions of this chapter
upon any public highway in the state State without first obtaining the license;

emergency-telegram;or-single-trip-Heense and tag, plate, or marker required

under section 415 of this title or to so operate without carrying the license;

emergency-telegram—or—single-trip—teense and displaying the tag, plate, or
marker if issued;

2) gula -
auiehemy—gltanfeed-heﬁeemder— |Repealed |
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(3) to fail to file any return or report required by said-commissioner the
Commissioner; or

(4) to make a false return or fail to keep records of operations as may be
required by the commissioner;-or

* * *

* ** Dealer Plates * * *
Sec. 29. 23 V.S.A. § 453 is amended to read:
8§ 453. FEES AND NUMBER PLATES

(@)(1) An application for dealer’s registration shall be accompanied by a
fee of $370.00 for each certificate issued in such dealer’s name. The
Commissioner shall furnish free of charge with each dealer’s registration
certificate five-sets-ef three number plates showing the distinguishing number
assigned such dealer. -his-or-her-discretion—he-er-she The Commissioner

may furnish further—sets—of additional plates at—a—fee—of $40.00—per—set

according to the volume of the dealer’s sales in the prior year or, in the case of
an_initial registration, according to the dealer’s reasonable estimate of
expected sales, as follows:

(A) under 20 sales: 0 additional plates;

(B) 20-49 sales: 1 additional plate;

(C) 50-99 sales: up to 5 additional plates;

(D) 100-249 sales: up to 12 additional plates;
(E) 250-499 sales: up to 17 additional plates;

(F) 500-749 sales: up to 27 additional plates;
(G) 750-999 sales: up to 37 additional plates;
(H) 1,000-1,499 sales: up to 47 additional plates;
(1) 1,500 or more: up to 57 additional plates.

(2) If the issuance of additional plates is authorized under subdivision
(1) of this subsection, up to two plates shall be provided free of charge, and the
Commissioner shall collect $40.00 for each additional plate thereafter.

* k% %
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Sec. 30. TRANSITION PROVISION; DEALER PLATES

The Commissioner may enforce compliance with Sec. 29 of this act on a
rolling basis as dealer reqistrations expire over the 24-month period following
the effective date of Sec. 29 of this act. Over this 24-month period, upon
receiving the renewal application of a dealer who has been issued plates in
excess of the limits established in 23 V.S.A. § 453(a)(1), the Commissioner
shall require the dealer to return plates that exceed the limits established in
23 V.S.A. 8§ 453(a)(1).

Sec. 31. MORATORIUM ON ISSUANCE OF DEALER PLATES; REPEAL

(2)  Except for replacement of damaged dealer plates, no dealer
registration plates may be issued under 23 V.S.A. 8 453(a) to an existing
dealer in addition to the number of plates already issued to that dealer, unless
the dealer would be eligible for additional plates under 23 V.S.A. 8§ 453(a) as
amended by Sec. 29 of this act.

(b) This section shall be repealed on July 1, 2014.
Sec. 32. STUDY OF USE OF DEALER PLATES ON TOWING VEHICLES

(@) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall study the use of dealer
plates on towing service vehicles and formulate recommendations as to
whether the existing law authorizing such use should be repealed, amended, or
retained in its existing form. In conducting this study, the Commissioner shall
review the laws of other jurisdictions and consult with interested persons,
including a cross-section of dealers.

(b) On or before January 15, 2015, the Commissioner shall report his or
her findings and recommendations to the House and Senate Committees on
Transportation.

* * * Recognition of Licenses Issued by Foreign Jurisdictions * * *
Sec. 33. 23 V.S.A. 8 601(a)—(c) are amended to read:

(a)(1) A resident who intends to operate motor vehicles shall procure a
proper—ticense Except as otherwise provided by law, a resident shall not
operate a motor vehicle on a highway in Vermont unless he or she holds a
valid license issued by the State of Vermont. A new resident who has moved
into the State from another jurisdiction with and who holds a valid license to
operate motor vehicles under section 411 of this title shall procure a Vermont
license within 60 days of moving #ate to the State. Operators- Except as
provided in subsection 603(d) of this title, licenses shall not be issued to
nonresidents.
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(2) In addition to any other requirement of law, a nonresident as defined
in section 4 of this title shall not operate a motor vehicle on a Vermont
highway unless:

(A) he or she holds a valid license or permit to operate a motor
vehicle issued by another U.S. jurisdiction; or

(B) he or she holds a valid license or permit to operate a motor
vehicle from a jurisdiction outside the United States and:

(i) is 18 or more years of age, is lawfully present in the United
States, and has been in the United States for less than one year;

(ii) the jurisdiction that issued the license is a party to the 1949
Convention on Road Traffic or the 1943 Convention on the Requlation of
Inter-American Motor Vehicle Traffic; and

(iii) he or she possesses an international driving permit.

(b) All operator licenses issued under this chapter shall expire everyfour
years at midnight on the eve of the second or fourth anniversary of the date of
birth of the applicant at-the-end-of-the-term-for-which following the date they
were issued. All junior operator licenses shall expire at midnight on the eve of
the second anniversary of the date of birth of the applicant at-the-end-of-the
term—for—which following the date they were issued. A person born on
February 29 shall, for the purposes of this section, be considered as born on
March 1.

b)(c) TFheCommissioner—shalhb—at At least 30 days before the—birth

anniversary-of-each-operatorticenseholder-on-which-the a license is scheduled
to expire and biennially for each junior operator licenseholder, the

Commissioner shall mail first class; to the licensee an application for renewal
of the license. A person shall not operate a motor vehicle unless properly
licensed.

*** Autocycles * * *

Sec. 34. 23 V.S.A. § 4(18) is amended to read:

(18)(A) “Motorcycle” shall mean any motor d¥iven vehicle having a
seat or saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on not more than
three wheels in contact with the ground, and shall include autocycles but

exeluding exclude motor-driven cycles, golf carts, track driven vehicles,
tractors, and electric personal aSS|st|ve moblllty dewces—and—vehwles—en
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(B) “Autocycle” means a three-wheeled motorcycle:

(i) in which the occupants sit with their legs forward;

(i) designed to be controlled with a steering wheel and
pedals; and
(iii) equipped with safety belts for all occupants.

(C) “Fully enclosed autocycle” means an autocycle equipped with a
windshield and that has full top and side enclosures capable of supporting the
vehicle’s weight and protecting the occupants when the vehicle is resting on
the enclosures.

Sec. 35. 23 V.S.A. 8 601(f) is added to read:

(f)_Operators of autocycles shall be exempt from the requirements to obtain
a motorcycle learner’s permit or a motorcycle endorsement.

Sec. 36. 23 V.S.A. § 1114(b) is amended to read:

(b) A person shall ride upon a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle only while
sitting astride the seat, facing forward, with one leg on each side of the
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle. The requirement of this subsection shall not
apply to occupants of autocycles or of side-cars.

Sec. 37. 23 V.S.A. § 1256 is amended to read:
§ 1256. MOTORCYCLES—HEADGEAR

A person may not operate or ride upon a motorcycle upon a highway unless
he or she properly wears protective headgear of a type that conforms to the
federal Motor Vehlcle Safety Standards contalned in 49 C FR.§ 571 218 and

section shall not apply to occupants of fully enclosed autocycles.

* * * |nspection Mechanics * * *
Sec. 38. 23 V.S.A. 8 1227 is amended to read:
§ 1227. CERTIFIED INSPECTION MECHANICS

(@) Periodic inspections may be performed only by mechanics who have
been certified by the eemmissioner Commissioner; provided that an uncertified
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person employed as an inspection mechanic may perform inspections during
the first 30 days that he or she is employed by the inspection station.

(b) A person who applies for certification under this section shall:

(1) complete an application form prescribed by the eemmissioner,-shah
Commissioner;

(2) be at least 18 years of age;and-shall; and

(3) pass an examination based on the official inspection manual for
each type of vehicle to be inspected-

thed and on
the inspection requirements for each type of vehicle to be inspected.

(c) Upon satisfactory-completion-of-the-examination,-the-commissioner an
applicant’s satisfaction of the requirements of subsection (b) of this section,
the Commissioner shall issue a certification which shall remain in effect for a
period of five years or until surrendered, suspended, or revoked. Inspection
mechanics certified by their employer as competent to perform inspections and
who were continuously employed by one or more designated inspection
stations for a period of at least one year at any time prior to July 1, 1998 shall
not be required to take the examination.

(d) To inspect a school bus, a certified inspection mechanic shall not be
required to have a commercial driver license if he or she:

(1) uses approved automated brake testing equipment in lieu of an
inspection road test; or

(2) only operates the school bus at a safe location that is not a highway
as defined in 19 V.S.A. § 1(12) as necessary to conduct an inspection road test.

* * * Use of a Portable Electronic Device While Driving * * *
Sec. 39. 23 V.S.A. § 4(82) is amended to read:

(82)  “Portable electronic device” means a portable electronic or
computing device, including a cellular telephone, personal digital assistant
(PDA), or laptop computer. “Portable electronic device” does not include a
two-way or Citizens Band radio, or equipment used by a licensed Amateur
Radio operator in accordance with 47 C.F.R. part 97.

Sec. 40. 23 V.S.A. § 1095b is amended to read:

§ 1095b. HANDHELD USE OF PORTABLE ELECTRONIC DEVICE N
WORK~ZONE PROHIBITED

(a) Definition. As used in this section, “hands-free use” means the use of a
portable electronic device without use of either hand and—eutside—the
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immediate-proximity-of-the-wser-s—ear; by employing an internal feature of, or

an attachment to, the device.

(b) Use of handheld portable electronic device irwerk—zene prohibited.
A person shall not use a portable electronic device while operating a moving
motor vehicle within on a highway werk-zene in Vermont. The prohibition of

thls subsectlon shaII not apply umess—the—wgrleze%—ls—pmpeﬂy—de&gmted

(1) to hands-free use; o

(2) to activation or deactivation of hands-free use, as long as the device
is in a cradle or otherwise securely mounted in the vehicle and the cradle or
other accessory for secure mounting is not affixed to the windshield in
violation of section 1125 of this title;

)(3) when use of a portable electronic device is necessary for a person
to communicate with law enforcement or emergency service personnel under
emergency circumstances; or

(4) to use of an ignition interlock device, as defined in section 1200 of
this title.

(c) Penalty Penalties.

(1) A person who violates this section commits a traffic violation and
shall be subject to a peralty fine of not less than $100.00 and not more than
$200.00 upen-adjudication-of for a first violation, and of not less than $250.00
and not more than $500.00 upen-adjudication-of for a second or subsequent
violation within any two-year period.

(2) A person convicted of violating this section while operating within a
properly designated work zone in which construction, maintenance, or utility
personnel are present shall have two points assessed against his or her driving
record for a first conviction and five points assessed for a second or
subsequent conviction.

(3) A person convicted of violating this section outside a work zone in
which personnel are present shall not have points assessed against his or her
driving record fogufisi-conviction —aRtesh o -t aMe-No-00l0ls-35585580-f0La-
second or subsequiont conviction within 2 twa.vear ooriod .

(d)(1) Operators of commercial motor vehicles shall be governed by the
provisions of chapter 39 of this title (Commercial Driver License Act) instead
of the provisions of this chapter with respect to the handheld use of mobile
telephones and texting while operating a commercial motor vehicle.
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(2) A person shall not be issued more than one complaint for any
violation of this section, section 1095a of this title (junior operator use of
portable electronic devices), or section 1099 of this title (texting prohibited)
that arises from the same incident.

Sec. 41. 23 V.S.A. § 2502 is amended to read:
§ 2502. POINT ASSESSMENT; SCHEDULE

(@) Any person operating a motor vehicle shall have points assessed
against his or her driving record for convictions for moving violations of the
indicated motor vehicle statutes in accord with the following schedule: (All
references are to Title 23 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated.)

(1) Two points assessed for:

* k% %
(LL)(@) 8§ 1095. Entertainment picture visible to
operator;
(i) 8§ 1095b(c)(2). Use of portable electronic device

in work zone—first offense;

e WAV : blool oo
outside work zone—second or
Stbseguant  offense  within_ a

fwo-vear period: —
* * *
(4) Five points assessed for:
* *x *

(D) 8§ 1095b(c)(2). Use of portable electronic device
in work zone—second and
subsequent offenses;

* *x *

Sec. 42. 23 V.S.A. § 1095a is amended to read:

§ 1095a. JUNIOR OPERATOR USE OF PORTABLE ELECTRONIC
DEVICES

A person under 18 years of age shall not use any portable electronic device
as defined in subdivision 4(82) of this title while operating a moving motor

vehicle on a highway. This prohibition shall not apply H--is—recessary-to
place—an—emergency—911-ecal when use of a portable electronic device is

necessary for a person to communicate with law enforcement or emergency
service personnel under emergency circumstances.
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Sec. 42a. PUBLIC EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

() To inform highway users of the requirements of Sec. 40 of this act
(prohibition on handheld use of portable electronic devices while driving) and
the October 1, 2014 effective date of Sec. 40, the Agency shall conduct a public
education campaign to commence no later than August 1, 2014.

(b) At a minimum, the Agency shall:

(1) notify media outlets throughout the State of the prohibition and its
effective date;

(2) update its website and the website of the Department of Motor
Vehicles to provide notice of the prohibition and its effective date; and

(3) install signs and variable message boards at locations within
highway rights-of-way designated by the Agency which inform highway users
of the prohibition and its effective date. Such signs and boards shall conform
to the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and any other applicable
federal law.

* * * Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 43. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section, Sec. 10 (credits for and substitution of privilege cards),
and Sec. 31 (moratorium on issuance of dealer plates) shall take effect on
passage.

(b) Secs. 3942 (use of portable electronic device while driving) shall take
effect on October 1, 2014.

(c) All other sections shall take effect on July 1, 2014.
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