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S.130

Introduced by Committee on Education

Date: February 22, 2013

Subject: Education; secondary school completion; flexible pathways; dual
enrollment; early college

Statement of purpose of bill asintroduced: Thisbill proposesto combine and

expand existing secondary school programs, including dual enrollment and

early college, into a Fexible Pathways Initiative that is designed to encourage

and support the creativity of school districts as they develop and expand

high-quality educational experiences, promote opportunities for students to

achieve postsecondary readiness, and increase secondary school completion

and continuation rates.

An act relating to encouraging flexible pathways to secondary school
completion

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

~ - wn . U V.. . A y DM A o vivievaivapwe VR

Seschapter 2. Flexible Pathways to Secondary

Schodi~Sampletion

§941. FLEXIBLE PATHWAYSINITIATIVE

= here | cated within the A gen a Flexible Pathwa nitiative:
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op and expand high-quality educational experiences that are an integral

part>‘qeoondarv education in the evolving 21st Century classroom;

(2) t§ promote opportunities for Vermont students to achieve

postsecondary iness through high-quality educational experiences that

acknowledae n(hdual qoals, learning styles, and abilities; and

(3) _toincrease the rates of secondary school completion and

postsecondary conti nuat%(n Vermont.

(b) The Secretary shall d%pp, publish, and regularly update quidance, in

the form of technical assistance, sh&ing of best practices and model

documents, legal interpretations, and otRer support, designed to assist school

districts:

(1) toidentify and support el ementary and secondary students who

require additional assistance to succeed in school% to identify waysin which

individual students would benefit from flexible pathwkto graduation;

(2) to work with every student in kindergarten throb\qrade 12inan

individualized planning process that:

(A) identifies the student’ s emerging abilities, aptitude, an

disposition;

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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el éentary grades and course offerings and other high-quality educational

expeklces in the secondary grades; and

(DN, culminatesin a personalized learning plan (PLP);

(3) to creste opportunities for students to pursue flexible pathways to

graduation that:

(A) _increase ayiration and encourage postsecondary continuation of

training and education;

(B) areanintegra coniyonent of a student’s personalized learning

plan; and
(C) include:

(i) applied or work-based |earning opportunities, including career

and technical education and internships;

(ii) virtual learning and blended |earning;

(iii) dua enrollment opportunities as set forth\

thistitle:
(iv) early college program as set forth in subsection 4001(e) of this
title;
(v) the High School Completion Program as set forth in sectio
 hiotitteand

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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&\aopment Program as set forth in section 946 of thistitle; and

(A to provide students, beginning no later than in the seventh grade,

with career elopment and postsecondary planning resources to ensure that

they are abl eNe full advantage of the opportunities available within the

flexible pathways to Wraduation and to achieve their career and postsecondary

education and training gosls.

(c) Nothing in this subchahter shall be construed as discouraging or

limiting the authority of any schookdistrict to develop or continue to provide

educational opportunities for its stu%s that are otherwise permitted,

including the provision of Advanced Plaéhent COUrSES.

(d) Anindividua entitlement or private righiof action shall not arise from

creation of a personalized learning plan.

§942. DEFINITIONS

Asused in thistitle:

(1) “Accredited postsecondary institution” means a post ndary

institution that has been accredited by the New England Association

and Colleges or another regiona accrediting agency recognized by the lk

-Department of Education.

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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provide educational services that may be awarded credits or used to determine

proficiency necessary for a high school diploma

(3) lended learning” means aformal education program in which

content andkruction are delivered both in atraditional classroom setting and
through virtual éﬂﬂi ng.

(4) “Career deviopment” means the identification of student interests

and aptitudes and the abil W to link these to potential career paths and the

training and education nec v to succeed in these paths.

(5) “Carnegie unit” means\25 hours of class or contact time with a

teacher over the course of one year at Ye secondary level.

(6) “Contracting agency” means%entitv that enters into a contract with

the Agency to provide “flexible pathways t%xaduation” servicesitsalf orin

conjunction with one or more approved providers\n Vermont.

(7) “Dua enrollment” means enrollment by &ondary studentin a

course offered by an accredited postsecondary institution ®nd for which, upon

successful completion of the course, the student will receive:

(A) secondary credit toward graduation from the secondsry school in

which the student is enrolled; and

(B) postsecondary credit from the institution that offered the colxse if

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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40X1(e) of thistitle, by a 12th grade VVermont student for one academic year in

a pro}&m offered by a postsecondary institution in which the credits earned

apply to ndary school graduation reguirements.

(9) “H le pathways to graduation” means any combination of

\C and experiential components |eading to secondary

school completion and pestsecondary readiness, which may include

assessments that allow the stdent to apply his or her knowledge and skillsto

tasks that are of interest to that

(10) “Personalized learning plan” and “PLP’ mean a plan developed on

behaf of astudent in kindergarten thrc%h grade 12 by the student, a

representative of the school, and, if the stu%\i s aminor, the student’ s parents

or lega guardian and updated at |east annuallvbWovember 30; provided,

however, that ahome study student and the student’ s parent or guardian shall

be solely responsible for developing aPLP. The PLP sl%xbe developmentally

appropriate and shall reflect the student’ s emerging abil iti%%{itude, and

disposition. Beginning no later than in the seventh grade, the PLPShall define

the scope and rigor of academic and experiential opportunities nec for

the student to successfully complete secondary school and attain postsec%arv

rogdinose

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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tralaing programs after high school that meet a student’ s academic, vocational,

fina%al, and social needs and the identification of financial assistance

available f&y those programs.

(12) “ secondary readiness’ means the ahility to enter the workforce

or to pursue postsasondary education or training without the need for

remediation.

(13) “Virtual learning” means learning in which the teacher and student

communicate concurrently through real-time telecommunication. “Virtuad

learning” aso means online learning in which communication between the

teacher and student does not occur consurrently and the student works

according to his or her own schedule.

§943. HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION PRO§SRAM

(8) Thereis created aHigh School Completion Rrogram to be a potentia

component of aflexible pathway for any Vermont st}mt whois at least

16 years old, who has not received a high school diploma, and who may or

may not be enrolled in a public or approved independent schoo

(b) If aperson who wishesto work on a PLP leading to qradL}on through

the High School Completion Program is not enrolled in a public or apphoved

i ndependent school, then the Secretary shall assign the prospective student ¥ a

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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%ent is assigned shall work with the contracting agency and the student to

develon a PLP. The school district shall award a high school diploma upon

successful \gompl etion of the plan.

(c) The etary shall reimburse, and net cash payments where possible, a

school district tféhas agreed to a PLP developed under this sectionin an

amount:

(1) established by the Secretary for development of the PLP and for

other educational services typisally provided by the assigned school district

pursuant to the plan, such as counsgling, health services, participation in

cocurricular activities, and participation in academic or other courses;

provided, however, that this amount shall Not be available to a school district

that provides services under this section to ahnrolled student; and

(2) negotiated by the Secretary and the conthacting agency, with the

approved provider, for services and outcomes purch;j from the approved

provider on behalf of the student pursuant to the PLP.

§944. DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAM

(a) Program creation. Thereis created a statewide Dual Enrol\ent

Program to be a potential component of a student’ s flexible pathway.\{he

Program shall include college courses offered on the campus of an accredi

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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kx include online college courses or components.

b udents.

(1) A Vermont resident who has completed grade 10 but has not

received a hk\school diplomais eligible to participate in the Program if:

(A) the swdent:

(i) isenroNed in aVermont public school, aVermont career

technical center, apublic School in another state that is designated as the public

secondary school for the sttéqt’ s district of residence, or an approved

independent school that is eigibleXo receive publicly funded tuition dollars;

(ii) isassignedtoa pukh@chool through the High School

Completion Program; or

(iii) isahome study student;

(B) dual enrollment is an e ement inclu within the student’s

PLP; and

(C) the secondary school and the postsecondary \stitution have

determined that the student is sufficiently prepared to succ;(n adual

enrollment course, which can be determined in part by the asseé\ent tool or

tools identified by the participating postsecondary institution.

(2) An €eligible student may enroll in up to two dual enrollment co

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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%II in courses offered while secondary school isin session and during the

summex.

(c) Pubhic postsecondary institutions. The Vermont State Colleges and the

University ox‘amont shall work together to provide dual enroliment

opportunities throdghout the State.

(1) When adu rollment course is offered on a secondary school

campus, the public post ndary institution shall:

(A) retain authority t&determine course content; and

(B) work with the secondgry school to select, monitor, support, and

evauate instructors.

(2) The public postsecondary instituNon shall maintain the

postsecondary academic record of each part%atinq student and provide

transcripts on request;

(3) To the extent permitted under the Family Eddcational Rights and

Privacy Act, the public postsecondary institution shall C(hct and send data

related to student participation and success to the student’ s secdndary school

and the Secretary, and shall send data to the Vermont Student As&ance

Corporation necessary for the Corporation’s federal reporting requi r%ts.

(4) The public postsecondary institution shall accept as full paymentthe

tuition set forth in sihsection (f) of this section

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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of Yhis section that is located in VVermont shall:

) provide access for digible students to participate in any dual

enrall men\courses that may be offered on the campus of the secondary school;

(2) ac%qt postsecondary credit awarded for dual enrollment courses

offered by aVermnt public postsecondary institution as meeting secondary

school graduation regoirements;

(3) collect enrollment data as prescribed by the Secretary for

longitudinal review and evaluatjon;

(4) identify and provide r&sarv support for participating students and

continue to provide services for stud with disabilities; and

(5) provide support for a seaml &ss\ﬁnsition to postsecondary

enrollment upon graduation.

(e) Program management. The Agency shall age or may contract for

the management of the Dua Enrollment Program inxmont by:

(1) marketing the Dual Enrollment Program to Ver\epnt students and

their families;

(2) assisting secondary and postsecondary partners to devel

memoranda of understanding, when requested;

(3) coordinating with secondary and postsecondary partners to

—Rdersiana-aRd-delre-skdart-asageri-e-Feasess:

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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el op improved student support services;

coordinating the use of technology to ensure access and coordination

of the Progham;

(6) revieWing program Costs;

(7) evaluatin®all aspects of the Dua Enrollment Program and ensuring

overall guality and accoNntability; and

(8) performing other essary or related duties.

(f) Tuition and funding.

(1) Tuition shall be paid to pullic postsecondary institutions in Vermont

asfollows:

(A) For any course for which the pOstsecondary institution pays the

instructor, the student’ s school district of residencg shall pay tuition to the

postsecondary institution in an amount equal to the tukion rate charged by the

Community College of Vermont (CCV) at the time the dusl enrollment course

is offered; provided however, that tuition paid to CCV undeNs subdivision

(A) shall bein an amount equal to 90 percent of the CCV rate.

(B) For any course that is taught by an instructor who is pai part

of employment by a secondary school, the student’ s school district of r&%mce

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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th&time the dual enrollment courseis offered.

\Q) Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection requiring the

district of Nesidence to pay tuition, the State shall pay 50 percent of the tuition

owed to publicyostsecondary institutions under ssbdiisiar=L= subdivision

(1)(A) of this subsedtion from the Next Generation Initiative Fund created in

section 2887 of thistm\provi ded, however, that the total amount paid by the

State in any fiscal year shall\got exceed the total amount of General Fund

dollars the General Assembly opriated from the Fund in that year for dual

enrollment purposes plus any balanc8carried forward from the previous fiscal

(3) If it agrees to the terms of subsection (c) okbis section, an

accredited private postsecondary institution in Ver mont apprméwursuant to

section 176 of this title shall receive tuition pursuant to subdivisionsX1) and

(2) of this subsection (f) for each dligible student it enrollsin a colleqbwel

e

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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settion shall be construed to limit a school district’s authority to enter into a

contratt for dual enrollment courses with an accredited private or public

postsecond@ry institution not identified in subsection (c) of this section located

inor outs dcbvmont. The school district may negotiate terms different from

those set forth in this section, including the amount of tuition to be paid. The

school district may detsrmine whether enrollment by an ligible student in a

course offered under this shbsection shall constitute one of the two courses

authorized by subdivision ( kh{ of this section.

(h) Number of courses. Not%q in this section shall be construed to limit a

school district’ s authority to pay for mdge than the two courses per eligible

student authorized by subdivision ( b)(Z)}(his section; provided, however,

that payment under subdivision (f)(2) of this&ion shall not be made for

mor e than two cour ses per eligible student.

(i) Other postsecondary courses. Nothingin this ion shall be construed

to limit a school district’s authority to award credit toward Nraduation

requirements to a student who receives prior approva from the\school and

successfully completes a course offered by an accredited postsecorndary

institution that was not paid for by the district pursuant to this section. \{he

school district shall determine the number and nature of creditsit will aw>sito

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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and ndksolely on Carnegie units; provided, however, that unless the school

district o@&rmi nes otherwise, a three-credit postsecondary course shall be

presumed to al one-half of aCarnegie unit. A school district shall not

withhold aDDI’O\AI’ credit without reasonable justification. A student may

request that the superiendent review the district’ s determination regarding

course approval or credits\The superintendent’ s decision shall befinal.

() Reports. NotwithstandiRg 2 V.S.A. § 20(d), the Secretary shall report to

the House and Senate Committees\on Education annually in January regarding

the Dual Enrollment Program, including data relating to student demographics,

levels of participation, and program success.

§945. ADULT DIPLOMA PROGRAM; GENERAL EDUCATIONAL

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

(a) The Secretary shall maintain an adult diploma pxogram (“ADP"), which

shall be an assessment process administered by the A genckthrough which an

individual who is at least 20 years old can receive alocal highschool diploma

granted by one of the program’ s participating high schools.

(b) The Secretary shall maintain a genera educational developm

(“GED") program, which it shall administer jointly with the GED testing

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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&ve asecondary school equivalency certificate based on successful

compkﬂon of the GED tests.

(c) The retary may provide additiona programs designed to address the

individual neéxand circumstances of adult students, particularly students with

the lowest level s}ﬂteracv ills.

Sec. 2. 16 V.SA. 8§ 4014(e) is amended to read:

(e) Early college.
(1) The commissioner etary shall pay an amount equal to 87 percent
of the base education amount to the Wermont Academy of Science and
Technology (VAST) for each 12th grade Vermont student
enrolled; and

(2) For each 12th grade Vermont student elolled in an early college

program that is devel oped by one of the Vermont Sé&Col leges, by the

University of Vermont, or by an accredited private postgondarv school

located in Vermont, the Secretary shall pay tuition from theéucati on Fundin

an amount equal to the lesser of 87 percent of the base educatio%(uount or the

tuition charged by the institution. The Secretary shall make the payment

directly to the postsecondary institution, which shall accept the amount as T\l

_palmmf of tho ctiidant’ o thitian
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- Jized learning o

() I\c‘hu‘l enuhosa.bhohs hg

Abdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection:

(A) shal be enrolled as a full-time student in the institution receiving

the pava[or the academic year for which payment is made;

(B) shall not be enrolled concurrently in a secondary school operated

by the student’ s disthict of residence or to which the district pays tuition on the

student’ s behalf; and

(C) shdll not be in®luded in the average daily membership of any

school district for the academic for which payment is made; provided,

however, that if more than five pehc@qt of the 12th grade students residingin a

district enroll in an early college progr then the district may include the

number of studentsin excess of five perca& its average daily membership:;

but further provided that a 12th grade student %ﬂlled in a college program

shall be included in the percentage cal culation onlv\\for the previous

academic year, the student was enrolled in a school ma%ai ned by the district

or was a student for whom the district paid tuition to a public\or approved

i ndependent school.

(4) A postsecondary institution shall not accept a student into ag early

college program unless enrollment in the college was an element of the

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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pursuant to\subsection 4011(e) of thistitle or enrolled in an early college

program at one\of the Vermont State Colleges, the University of Vermont, or

an accredited privaie postsecondary institution located in Vermont, the credits

and grades earned shal\ upon request of the student or the student’ s parent or
guardian, be applied toward graduation requirements at the Vermont high

scheelwhieh secondary schooNthat the student attended prior to enrollingin

the academy Academy or early coXeqe program.

Sec. 4. 16 V.SA. §4011ais added to

§4011a. EARLY COLLEGE PROGRAM\REPORT

Notwithstanding 2 V.S.A. § 20(d), the Ve%ont State Colleges, the

University of Vermont, and any private postsecondsry institution receiving

funds pursuant to subsection 4011(e) of thistitle shall Neport annualy in

January to the Senate and House Committees on Educatio\‘(eqardi ng the level

of participation in the early college program, the successin ac ing the

stated goals of the program to enhance secondary students' educatidnal

experiences and prepare them for success in college and beyond, and}e

specific outcomes for participating students relating to programmeatic goals!

~SEorSr—mEREAL
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\1) 16 V.S.A. § 913 (secondary credit; postsecondary course).

(2) \16 V.S.A. chapter 23, subchapter 6 (adult education and literacy;

high schookmpl etion program).

Sec. 6. FLEXIBNE PATHWAYSIMPLEMENTATION PROJECT ON
POSTSECONDARY PLANNING

To assist implementathon of the flexible pathways initiative established in

Sec. 1 of this act, the Secreéw of Education is authorized to enter into an

agreement with the Vermont %t Assistance Corporation and one or more

elementary or secondary schools t&eﬁi gn and i mplement demonstration

projects related to career planning and planning for postsecondary education

and training.
Sec. 7. PERSONALIZED LEARNING PLAN; RROCESS;

IMPLEMENTATION

(a) The process of developing a personaized learning plan reflects the

discussions and collaboration of the student and involved}ults. When

students engage in the personalized |earning plan process, they me an

active role in the planning, assessment, and reflection required toﬁmtifv

developmentally appropriate goals. A student’s plan should include ;demi C,

career, socid, transitional, and family engagement elements, all of which

tical tot ot auold lizod Loscninanlan

VT LEG #287066 v.1
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WORKiNg group to consist of teachers and principals of e ementary and

seco%(v schools and other interested parties to develop and support

implementanon of the personalized learning plan process in those schools that

do not alreadv\hlve aprocessin place. By November 1, 2013, the Secretary

shall publish on the Agency website tools for developing personaliized learning

plans and provide clarityxegarding the differences in form, purpose, and

function of personalized learting plans, Act 230 plans, 504 plans, and

individualized education programs,(IEPs). The Agency shall provide quidance

and support to school s as requested.

Sec. 8. EARLY COLLEGE; ENROLLMBENT; REPORTS

Annualy in January of 2014 through 2017, Ye Vermont State Colleges and

the University of Vermont shall report to the Hou d Senate Committees on

Education regarding the expansion of the early col qug(oqram in public and

private postsecondary institutions as provided in Sec. 2 m#&é act, including

data regarding actual enrollment, expected enrollment, and unmet demand, if

any, for the purpose of considering whether it would be advisabl e&onsi der

legidation imposing a maximum limit on the total number of studentsw

LA onrall otataanda
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otwithstanding the 50 percent limitation imposed by Sec. 1,=t6=rSnle=

16 V.SA. 8§ 944(f)(2), of this act, the State shall pay 100 percent of

thetuitio}wr courses offered in fiscal years 2014 and 2015 under subdivision

(N(L)(A) pur;nt to all other terms of that subsection (f). Any balance carried

forward from eithex fiscal year shall be used to satisfy the financial obligations

of school districts u@that subsection (f) in fiscal year 2016.

Sec. 10. EFFECTIVE DA'NC AND IMPLEMENTATION

(a) This act shall take eff nJuly 1, 2013.

(b)(1) A personalized learning ,asrequired by Sec. 1, 16 V.SA.

§ 941(b)(2), of this act shall be develop

(A) for each student in grade 7 thiugh 12 on or before the student’s

reqularly schedul ed parent-teacher conferencSQ Fall 2014, but in no event

later than November 30, 2014; and

(B) for each student in kindergarten through e 6 on or beforethe

student’ s regularly schedul ed parent-teacher conference NI 2015, but in no

event later than November 30, 2015.

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection, in

2013 or 2014, a student who has not developed a PLP may enroll in a dyal

enrollment course pursuant to Sec. 1 of this act or in the Vermont Academ

WHN aYalal \
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tmal or headmaster of the secondary school in which the student is

enrolled. 'Impal or headmaster shall not withhold approval without

reasonabl e justification. Astydent may request that the superintendent review

adecision of the principal or h%e[ to withhold approval. The

superintendent’ s decision shall befinal.

(c) Funds for early college pursuant to Sec. 2, 16 V.SA. 8§ 4011(e)(2), of

this act shall be available to students beginning in the 2014-2015 emic

\/ear

* * * Flexible Pathways Initiative; Dual Enrollment * * *
Sec. 1. 16 V.SA. chapter 23, subchapter 2 is added to read:

Subchapter 2. Flexible Pathways to Secondary
School Completion

§941. FLEXIBLE PATHWAYSINITIATIVE
(a) Thereis created within the Agency a Flexible Pathways Initiative:

(1) to encourage and support the creativity of school districts as they
develop and expand high-quality educational experiences that are an integral
part of secondary education in the evolving 21st Century classroom;

(2) to promote opportunities for Vermont students to achieve
postsecondary readiness through high-quality educational experiences that
acknowl edge individual goals, learning styles, and abilities; and

(3) to increase the rates of secondary school completion and
postsecondary continuation in Ver mont.

(b) The Secretary shall develop, publish, and regularly update quidance, in
the form of technical assistance, sharing of best practices and modd
documents, legal interpretations, and other support designed to assist school
districts:

(1) to identify and support secondary students who require additional
assistance to succeed in school and to identify ways in which individual
students would benefit from flexible pathways to graduation;
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(2) to work with every student in grade seven through grade 12 in an
ongoing personalized learning planning process that:

(A) identifies the student's emerging abilities, aptitude, and
disposition;
(B) includes participation by families and other engaged adults;

(Q) quides decisions regarding course offerings and other
high-quality educational experiences; and

(D) is documented by a personalized learning plan;

(3) to create opportunities for secondary students to pursue flexible
pathways to graduation that:

(A) _increase aspiration and encourage postsecondary continuation of
training and education;

(B) are an integral component of a student’'s personalized learning
plan; and
(C) include:

(i) applied or work-based learning opportunities, including career
and technical education and inter nships;

(ii) virtual learning and blended learning;

(iii) dual enrollment opportunities as set forth in section 944 of

thistitle:
(iv) early college programs as set forth in subsection 4011(e) of

thistitle;

(v) the High School Completion Program as set forth in section
943 of thistitle; and

(vi) the Adult Diploma Program and General Educational
Development Program as set forth in section 946 of thistitle; and

(4) to provide students, beginning no later than in the seventh grade,
with career development and postsecondary planning resources to ensure that
they are able to take full advantage of the opportunities available within the
flexible pathways to graduation and to achieve their career and postsecondary
education and training goals.

(c) Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed as discouraging or
limiting the authority of any school district to develop or continue to provide
educational opportunities for its students that are otherwise permitted,
including the provision of Advanced Placement cour ses.
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(d) An individual entitlement or private right of action shall not arise from
creation of a personalized learning plan.

§942. DEFINITIONS
As used in thistitle:

(1) “Accredited postsecondary institution” means a postsecondary
institution that has been accredited by the New England Association of Schools
and Colleges or another regional accrediting agency recognized by the U.S
Department of Education.

(2) “ Approved provider” means an entity approved by the Secretary to
provide educational services that may be awarded credits or used to determine
proficiency necessary for a high school diploma.

(3) “Blended learning” means a formal education program in which
content and instruction are delivered both in a traditional classroom setting
and through virtual learning.

(4) “ Career development” means the identification of student interests
and aptitudes and the ability to link these to potential career paths and the
training and education necessary to succeed on these paths.

(5) “Carnegie unit” means 125 hours of class or contact time with a
teacher over the course of one year at the secondary level.

(6) “ Contracting agency” means an entity that enters into a contract
with the Agency to provide “ flexible pathways to graduation” services itself or
in conjunction with one or more approved providersin Vermont.

(7) “Dual enrollment” means enrollment by a secondary student in a
course offered by an accredited postsecondary institution and for which, upon
successful completion of the cour se, the student will receive:

(A) secondary credit toward graduation from the secondary school in
which the student is enrolled; and

(B) postsecondary credit from the institution that offered the course if
the courseis a credit-bearing course at that institution.

(8) “Early college’” means full-time enrollment, pursuant to subsection
4011(e) of thistitle, by a 12th grade Vermont student for one academic year in
a program offered by a postsecondary institution in which the credits earned
apply to secondary school graduation requirements.

(9) “Flexible pathways to graduation” means any combination of
high-quality academic and experiential components leading to secondary
school completion and postsecondary readiness, which may include
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assessments that allow the student to apply his or her knowledge and skills to
tasks that are of interest to that student.

(10) “Personalized learning plan” and “ PLP” mean documentation of
an _evolving plan developed on behalf of a student in an ongoing process
involving a secondary student, a representative of the school, and, if the
student is a minor, the student’s parents or legal guardian and updated at [east
annually by November 30; provided, however, that a home study student and
the student’s parent or guardian shall be solely responsible for developing a
plan. The plan shall be developmentally appropriate and shall reflect the
student’s emerging abilities, aptitude, and disposition. The plan shall define
the scope and rigor of academic and experiential opportunities necessary for a
secondary student to complete secondary school successfully, attain
postsecondary readiness, and be prepared to engage actively in civic life.
While often less formalized, personalized learning and personalized
instructional approaches are critical to students in kindergarten through grade
6 aswel.

(11) “Postsecondary planning” means the identification of education
and training programs after high school that meet a student’s academic,
vocational, financial, and social needs and the identification of financial
assistance available for those programs.

(12) “Postsecondary readiness’ means the ability to enter the
wor kforce or to pursue postsecondary education or training without the need
for remediation.

(13) “Virtual learning” means learning in which the teacher and
student communicate concurrently through real-time telecommunication.
“Virtual learning” also_means online learning in_which communication
between the teacher and student does not occur concurrently and the student
works according to his or her own schedule.

§ 943. [RESERVED.]
§944. DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAM

(a) Program creation. There is created a statewide Dual Enrollment
Program to be a potential component of a student’s flexible pathway. The
Program shall include college courses offered on the campus of an accredited
postsecondary institution and college courses offered by an accredited
postsecondary institution on the campus of a secondary school. The Program
may include online college courses or components.

(b) Students.

(1) A Vermont resident who has completed grade10 but has not
received a high school diploma is eligible to participate in the Program if:
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(A) the student:
(i) isenrolledin:

(1) a Vermont public school, including a Vermont career
technical center;

(1) a public school in another state or an approved
independent school that is designated as the public secondary school for the
student’ s district of residence; or

(111) an approved independent school in Vermont to which the
student’s district of residence pays publicly funded tuition on behalf of the
student;

(ii) is assigned to a public school through the High School
Completion Program; or

(iii) isa home study student;

(B) dual enrollment is an element included within the student’s
personalized learning plan; and

(C) the secondary school and the postsecondary institution have
determined that the student is sufficiently prepared to succeed in a dual
enrollment course, which can be determined in part by the assessment tool or
tools identified by the participating postsecondary institution.

(2) An dligible student may enroll in up to two dual enrollment courses
prior to completion of secondary school for which neither the student nor the
student’s parent or guardian shall be required to pay tuition. A student may
enroll in courses offered while secondary school is in session and during the
summer.

(c) Public postsecondary institutions. The Vermont State Colleges and the
University of Vermont shall work together to provide dual enrollment
opportunities throughout the Sate.

(1) When a dual enrollment course is offered on a secondary school
campus, the public postsecondary institution shall:

(A) retain authority to deter mine course content; and

(B) work with the secondary school to select, monitor, support, and
evaluate instructors.

(2) The public postsecondary institution shall maintain the
postsecondary academic record of each participating student and provide
transcripts on request.
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(3) To the extent permitted under the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act, the public postsecondary institution shall collect and send data
related to student participation and success to the student’s secondary school
and the Secretary and shall send data to the Vermont Sudent Assistance
Corporation necessary for the Corporation’s federal reporting reguirements.

(4) The public postsecondary institution shall accept as full payment the
tuition set forth in subsection (f) of this section.

(d) Secondary schools. Each school identified in subdivision (b)(1) of this
section that is located in Vermont shall:

(1) provide access for €eligible students to participate in any dual
enrollment courses that may be offered on the campus of the secondary school;

(2) accept postsecondary credit awarded for dual enrollment courses
offered by a Vermont public postsecondary institution under this section as
meeting secondary school graduation reguirements;

(3) collect enrollment data as prescribed by the Secretary for
longitudinal review and evaluation;

(4) identify and provide necessary support for participating students and
continue to provide services for students with disabilities; and

(5)  provide support for a seamless transition to postsecondary
enrollment upon graduation.

(e) Program management. The Agency shall manage or may contract for
the management of the Dual Enrollment Program in Ver mont by:

(1) marketing the Dual Enrollment Program to Vermont students and
their families;

(2) assisting secondary and postsecondary partners to develop
memor anda of under standing, when requested:;

(3)  coordinating with secondary and postsecondary partners to
understand and define student academic readiness;

(4) convening reqular meetings of interested parties to explore and
develop improved student support services;

(5)  coordinating the use of technology to ensure access and
coordination of the Program;

(6) reviewing program costs;

(7) evaluating all aspects of the Dual Enrollment Program and ensuring
overall quality and accountability; and

(8) performing other necessary or related duties.

VT LEG #287066 v.1



BILL ASINTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.130
2013 Page 28 of 37

(f) Tuition and funding.

(1) Tuition shall be paid to public postsecondary institutions in Ver mont
as follows:

(A) _For any course for which the postsecondary institution pays the
instructor, the student’s school district of residence shall pay tuition to the
postsecondary institution in an amount equal to the tuition rate charged by the
Community College of Vermont (CCV) at the time the dual enrollment course
is offered; provided however, that tuition paid to CCV under this subdivision
(A) shall be in an amount equal to 90 percent of the CCV rate.

(B) For any course that is taught by an instructor who is paid as part
of employment by a secondary school, the student’s school district of residence
shall pay tuition to the postsecondary institution in an amount equal to
20 percent of the tuition rate charged by the Community College of Vermont at
the time the dual enrollment courseis offered.

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection requiring the
district of residence to pay tuition, the Sate shall pay 50 percent of the tuition
owed to public postsecondary institutions under subdivision (1)(A) of this
subsection from the Next Generation Initiative Fund created in section 2887 of
this title; provided, however, that the total amount paid by the Sate in any
fiscal year shall not exceed the total amount of General Fund dollars the
General Assembly appropriated from the Fund in that year for dual enrollment
purposes plus any balance carried forward from the previous fiscal year; and
further provided that, notwithstanding subdivision (b)(2) of this section, the
cumulative amount to be paid by school districts under subdivision (1)(A) in
any fiscal year shall not exceed the amount available to be paid by General
Fund dollarsin that year.

(3) If it agrees to the terms of subsection (c) of this section, an
accredited private postsecondary institution in Vermont approved pursuant to
section 176 of this title shall receive tuition pursuant to subdivisions (1) and
(2) of this subsection (f) for each eligible student it enrolls in a college-level
course under this section.

() Private and out-of-state postsecondary institutions. Nothing in this
section shall be construed to limit a school district’s authority to enter into a
contract for dual enrollment courses with an accredited private or public
postsecondary institution not identified in subsection (c) of this section located
in or outside Vermont. The school district may negotiate terms different from
those set forth in this section, including the amount of tuition to be paid. The
school district may determine whether enrollment by an dligible student in a
course offered under this subsection shall constitute one of the two courses
authorized by subdivision (b)(2) of this section.
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(h) Number of courses. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit a
school district’s authority to pay for more than the two courses per digible
student authorized by subdivision (b)(2) of this section; provided, however,
that payment under subdivision (f)(2) of this section shall not be made for
mor e than two courses per eligible student.

(i) Other postsecondary courses. Nothing in this section shall be construed
to limit a school district’s authority to award credit toward graduation
reguirements to a student who receives prior _approval from the school and
successfully completes a course offered by an accredited postsecondary
institution that was not paid for by the district pursuant to this section. The
school district shall determine the number and nature of credits it will award
to the student for successful completion of the course, including whether the
course will satisfy one or more graduation requirements, and shall inform the
student prior to enrollment. Credits awarded shall be based on performance
and not solely on Carnegie units; provided, however, that unless the school
district determines otherwise, a three-credit postsecondary course shall be
presumed to equal one-half of a Carnegie unit. A school district shall not
withhold approval or credit without reasonable justification. A student may
request that the superintendent review the district’s determination regarding
course approval or credits. The superintendent’s decision shall be final.

(1)_Reports. Notwithstanding 2 V.SA. 8 20(d), the Secretary shall report to
the House and Senate Committees on Education annually in January
regarding the Dual Enrollment Program, including data relating to student
demographics, levels of participation, marketing, and program success.

§945. [RESERVED ]

Sec. 2. DUAL ENROLLMENT; TRANSITION; FUNDING; NONOPERATING
DISTRICTS

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of Sec.1, 16 V.SA. 8 944(f), to the
contrary, the Sate shall pay 100 percent of the tuition owed to postsecondary
institutions under subdivision (f)(1) for courses offered in fiscal years 2014
and 2015; provided, however, that the total amount paid by the Sate in either
fiscal year shall not exceed the total amount of General Fund dollars the
General Assembly appropriated from the Fund in that year for dual enrollment
pur poses plus any balance carried forward from the previous fiscal year. Any
balance carried forward from fiscal year 2015 shall be used to satisfy the
financial obligations of school districts under subsection (f) in fiscal year
2016.

(b)(1) The Secretary shall analyze issues relating to providing dual
enrollment opportunities pursuant to Sec. 1 of this act to publicly funded
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students enrolled in Vermont approved independent schools. Specifically, the
analysis shall include:

(A) the anticipated utilization of dual enrollment opportunities;

(B) the anticipated financial impact on sending school districts;

(C) the ways in which sending school districts will ensure student
participation in a personalized learning planning process and inclusion of
dual enrollment in the student’ s plan; and

(D) other financial and programmatic issues related to dual
enrollment access by publicly funded students enrolled in approved
independent schools.

(2) On or before February 1, 2014, the Secretary shall report the results
of the analysis to the House and Senate Committees on Education together
with any recommendations for amendment to statutes or rules, including
whether it would be advisable to amend or repeal Sec. 1, 16 V.SA.
8 944(b)(1)(A)() (111 (eligibility of publicly funded student enrolled in Vermont
approved independent school).

Sec. 3. REPEAL
16 V.SA. § 913 (secondary credit; postsecondary course) is repeal ed.

* * * Flexible Pathways: High School Completion Program* * *
Sec. 4. 16 V.SA. 8 1049a is redesignated to read:
§1049a 943. HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION PROGRAM
Sec. 5. 16 V.SA. § 943 isamended to read:
§943. HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION PROGRAM
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There is created a High School Completion Program to be a potential

component of a flexible pathway for any Vermont student who is at least
16 vears old, who has not received a high school diploma, and who may or
may not be enrolled in a public or approved independent school.

(b) If a person who wishes to work on a graduation—eduecation—plan
personalized learning plan leading to graduation through the High School

Completion Program is not enrolled in a public or approved independent
school, then the eemmissioner Secretary shall assign the prospective student to
a high school district, which shall be the district of residence whenever
possible. The school district in which a student is enrolled or to which a
non-enrolled student is assigned shall work with the contracting agency and
the student to devel op a graduation-edueation personalized learning plan. The
school district shall award a high school diploma upon successful completion
of the plan.

(c) The eommissioner Secretary shall reimburse, and net cash payments
where possible, a school district that has agreed to a graduation—education
personalized learning plan developed under this section in an amount:

(1) established by the eemmissioner Secretary for the development and
ongoing evaluation and revision of the graduation—edueation personalized
learning plan and for other educational services typically provided by the
assigned district or an approved independent school pursuant to the plan, such
as counsdling, health services, participation in cocurricular activities, and
participation in academic or other courses;; provided, however, that this
amount shall not be available to a school district that provides services under
this section to an enrolled student; and

(2) negotiated by the eermissioner Secretary and the contracting
agency, with the approved provider, for services and outcomes purchased from
the approved provider on behalf of the student pursuant to the graduation
edueation personalized learning plan.

* * * Flexible Pathways. Adult Diploma Program; GED * * *
Sec. 6. 16 V.SA. 8§ 1049 isredesignated to read:

51049 PROGRAMS § 945. ADULT DIPLOMA PROGRAM; GENERAL
EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Sec. 7. 16 V.S A. 8§ 945 isamended to read:
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§945. ADULT DIPLOMA PROGRAM; GENERAL EDUCATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

2 The Secretary shall maintain an adult diploma program (ADP)

means, which shall be an assessment process administered by the Merment
department-of-edueation Agency through which an addtt individual who is at
least 20 years old can receive a local high school diploma granted by one of
the program’s participating high schools.

3)—General (b) The Secretary shall maintain a general educational

development (GED) means—a—testing—program—administered—jointhy—by-the

Verment-department-of-edueation; program, which it shall administer jointly
with the GED testing service; and approved local testing centers and through

which an adult individual who is at least 16 years old and who is not enrolled
in secondary school can receive a secondary school equivalency certificate

based on successful completion of the GED tests efgeneral—educational

serviees The Secretary mav prow ide addltlonal proqrams deﬁ qned to address
the individual needs and circumstances of adult students, particularly students
with the lowest levels of literacy skills.

* * * Flexible Pathways: Early College* * *
Sec. 8. 16 V.SA. §4011(e) isamended to read:

(e) Early college.

(1) Fhecommissioner For each 12th grade Vermont student enrolled,
the Secretary shall pay an amount equal to 87 percent of the base education
amount to:

(A) the Vermont Academy of Science and Technology fer—each
Vermont resident, 12th grade student enrolled (VAST); and
(B) an early college program other than the VAST program that is

developed and operated or overseen by one of the Vermont Sate Colleges, by
the University of Vermont, or by an accredited private postsecondary school
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located in Vermont and that is approved for operation by the Secretary;
provided, however, when making a payment under this subdivision (B), the
Secretary shall not pay mor e than the tuition charged by the institution.

(2) The Secretary shall make the payment pursuant to subdivision (1) of
this subsection directly to the postsecondary institution, which shall accept the
amount as full payment of the student’ s tuition.

(3) A student on whose behalf the Secretary makes a payment pur suant
to subdivision (1) of this subsection:

(A) shall be enrolled as a full-time student in the institution receiving
the payment for the academic year for which payment is made;

(B) shall not be enrolled concurrently in a secondary school operated
by the student’ s district of residence or to which the district pays tuition on the
student’ s behalf; and

(C) shall not be included in the average daily membership of any
school district for the academic year for which payment is made; provided,
however, that if more than five percent of the 12th grade students residing in a
district enroll in an early college program, then the district may include the
number of students in excess of five percent in its average daily membership:;
but further provided that a 12th grade student enrolled in a college program
shall be included in the percentage calculation only if, for the previous
academic year, the student was enrolled in a school maintained by the district
or was a student for whom the district paid tuition to a public or approved
independent school.

(4) A postsecondary institution shall not accept a student into an early
college program unless enrollment in an early college program was an
element of the student’ s personalized learning plan.

Sec. 9. 16 V.SA. 8 1545(c) isamended to read:

(c) For any resident 12th grade student attendingthe \erment-academy-for
science—and-technology enrolled in the Vermont Academy of Science and
Technology pursuant to subsection 4011(e) of this title or in another early
college program pursuant to that subsection, the credits and grades earned
shall, upon request of the student or the student’s parent or guardian, be
applied toward graduation requirements at the Vermont high-schoel-which
secondary school that the student attended prior to enrolling in the acadery
early college program.
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Sec. 10. 16 V.SA. §4011aisadded to read:
§4011a. EARLY COLLEGE PROGRAM:; REPORT; APPROPRIATION

(a)  Notwithstanding 2 V.SA. §20(d), any postsecondary institution
receiving funds pursuant to subsection 4011(e) of this title shall report
annually in January to the Senate and House Committees on Education
regarding the level of participation in the institution’s early college program,
the success in achieving the stated goals of the program to enhance secondary
students' educational experiences and prepare them for success in college and
beyond, and the specific outcomes for participating students relating to
programmatic goals.

(b) In the budget submitted annually to the General Assembly pursuant to
32 V.SA. chapter 5, the Governor shall include the recommended
appropriation for all early college programs to be funded pursuant to
subsection 4011(e) of this title, including the VAST program, as a distinct
amount.

Sec. 11. EARLY COLLEGE; ENROLLMENT; CAPS REPORTS, SUNSET

(a) A postsecondary institution receiving funds in connection with an early
college program pursuant to Sec. 8, 16 V.SA. § 4011(e), of this act shall not
enroll more than 18 Vermont students in the program in one academic vear;
provided, however, that:

(1) the Vermont Academy of Science and Technology shall not enroll
more than 60 Vermont students in one academic year; and

(2) there shall be no limitations on enrollment in any early college
programs offered by the Community College of Ver mont.

(b) Annually in January of 2014 through 2017, the Vermont Sate Colleges
and the University of Vermont shall report to the House and Senate
Committees on Education regarding the expansion of the early college
program in public and private postsecondary institutions as provided in Sec. 8
of this act, including data regarding actual enrollment, expected enrollment,
unmet demand, if any, and marketing efforts for the purpose of considering
whether it would be advisable to consider legislation repealing or amending
the limit on the total number of students who may enroll.

(c) Thissectionisrepealed onJuly 1, 2017.
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* * * |mplementation and Transitional Provisions;
Effective Dates* * *

Sec. 12.  FLEXIBLE PATHWAYS IMPLEMENTATION PROJECT ON
POSTSECONDARY PLANNING

To assist implementation of the Flexible Pathways |nitiative established in
Sec. 1 of this act, the Secretary of Education is authorized to enter into an
agreement with the Vermont Sudent Assistance Corporation and one or more
elementary or secondary schools to design and implement demonstration
projects related to career planning and planning for postsecondary education

and training.

Sec. 13. PERSONALIZED  LEARNING PLAN  PROCESS
IMPLEMENTATION; WORKING GROUP

(a) The process of developing and updating a personalized learning plan
reflects the discussions and collaboration of a student and involved adults.
When students engage in the personalized learning plan process, they assume
an active role in the planning, assessment, and reflection required to identify
developmentally appropriate academic, social, and career goals.

(b) On or before July 15, 2013, the Secretary of Education shall convene a
working group to consist of teachers and principals of elementary and
secondary schools, superintendents, and other interested parties to support
implementation of the personalized learning plan process, particularly in those
schools that do not already have a process in place. The working group shall
consider ways in which effective personalized learning plan processes enhance
development of the evolving academic, career, social, transitional, and family
engagement el ements of a student’s plan and shall identify best practices that
can be replicated in other schools. The working group also shall consider
ways in which the personalized learning that should occur in kindergarten
through grade six can be used to reinforce and enhance the personalized
learning plan processin grade seven through grade 12.

(c) By January 20, 2014, the working group shall develop and the
Secretary shall publish on the Agency website guiding principles and practical
tools for the personalized learning plan process and for developing
personalized learning plans. The Secretary shall provide clarity regarding the
differences in form, purpose, and function of personalized learning plans,
educational support teams, plans created pursuant to section 504 of the federal
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and individualized education programs (IEPS).
The Agency shall provide further quidance and support to schools as

requested.
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Sec. 14. EFFECTIVE DATE; IMPLEMENTATION DATES
(a) This act shall take effect on July 1, 2013.

(b)(1) By November 30, 2015, a school district shall ensure devel opment of
a personalized learning plan for:

(A) each student then in grade seven or nine; and

(B) for each student then in grade 11 or 12 who wishesto enroll in a
dual enrollment pursuant to Sec. 1 of this act.

(2) By November 30, 2016, a school district:
(A) shall ensure development of a personalized learning plan for:

(i) each student then in grade seven or nine; and

(ii) each student then in grade 11 or 12 who wishes to enroll in a
dual enrollment course; and

(B) shall ensure that the personalized learning plan process
continues for enrolled students for whom plans were developed in previous

years.

(3) By November 30, 2017 and by that date in each subsegquent year, a
school district:

(A) shall ensure development of a personalized learning plan for:

(i) each student then in grade seven; and

(ii) each student then in grade 11 or 12 who wishes to enroll in a
dual enrollment course for whom a plan was not previously devel oped; and

(B) shall ensure that the personalized learning plan process
continues for enrolled students for whom plans were developed in previous

years.

(4) During academic years 2013-14 and 2014-15, a student who has
not developed a personalized learning plan may enroll in a dual enrollment
course pursuant to Sec. 1 of this act or an early college program pursuant to
Sec. 8 of this act upon receiving prior approval of participation from the
postsecondary institution and the principal or headmaster of the secondary
school in which the student is enrolled. The principal or headmaster shall not
withhold approval without reasonable justification. A student may request that
the superintendent review a decision of the principal or headmaster to
withhold approval. The superintendent’s decision shall befinal.

(5) Upon the recommendation of the working group created in Sec. 13
of this act, the Secretary of Education may extend by one year any of the
implementation dates required under this subsection (b).
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(c) Funds for new early college programs pursuant to Sec. 8, 16 V.SA.
8 4011(e)(1)(B), of this act shall be available to students beginning in the
20142015 academic year.
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