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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Second Reading

Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment

S. 99.

An act relating to agricultural economic development.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Ashe for the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

The general assembly finds:

(1) The damage resulting throughout Vermont from both the 2011
spring flooding and from Tropical Storm Irene had a devastating impact in
many areas on mobile homes and mobile home parks.

(2) Given that mobile homes represent one of few available affordable
housing options in the state, these storms caused significant hardship for many
lower and middle income Vermonters whose homes were damaged or
destroyed.

(3) Although the local, state, and federal housing and disaster relief
officials have worked cooperatively throughout the recovery, questions on
authority to issue condemnation letters to homeowners who could then apply
for FEMA assistance may have cost some homeowners the opportunity for
significant federal reimbursement for their destroyed homes.

(4) Given the economic costs endured by mobile home owners, it is
appropriate at this time to exempt the purchase of mobile homes from sales and
use tax, local option sales tax, and property transfer tax when such homes are
purchased to replace homes destroyed by recent flooding and natural disasters.

(5) During the course of exploring the issues surrounding the impacts of
these disasters, it is apparent that mobile home owners and mobile home park
owners face unique economic pressures, and more assistance should be
focused to facilitate the availability and ownership of modern, safe, mobile
homes and the availability of suitable lots, and to facilitate the sale of parks to
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residents or nonprofit entities in order to preserve affordability and availability
of housing.

(6) It is the purpose of this act to focus state, municipal, and private
resources on assisting mobile home owners recovering from the storms, and on
ensuring that in the long term, Vermonters have an adequate supply of safe,
affordable housing.

Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. chapter 153 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 153. MOBILE HOME PARKS

§ 6201. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise:

(1) “Mobile home” means:

(A) a structure or type of manufactured home, including the
plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, and electrical systems contained in the
structure, that is:

(i) built on a permanent chassis and is;

(ii) designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent
foundation, includes plumbing, heating, cooling, and electrical systems, and is:
when connected to the required utilities;

(A)(iii) transportable in one or more sections; and

(B)(iv)(I) at least eight feet wide or, 40 feet long, or when erected has
at least 320 square feet; or

(II) if the structure was constructed prior to June 15, 1976, at
least eight feet wide or 32 feet long; or

(C)(B) any structure that meets all the requirements of this
subdivision (1) except for the size requirements, and for which the
manufacturer voluntarily files a certification required by the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development and complies with the construction and
safety standards established under Title 42 of the U.S. Code.

* * *

(4) “Commission” means the advisory commission on manufactured
homes, established under section 6202 of this title. [Repealed.]

* * *

(8) “Department” means the department of housing and community
affairs department of economic, housing and community development.
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(9) “Good faith” means honesty in fact and the observance of reasonable
standards and fair dealing, such that each party shall respond promptly and
fairly to offers from the other party.

(10) [Expired.] “Lot rent” means a charge assessed on a mobile home
park resident for the occupancy of a mobile home lot, but does not include
charges permitted under section 6238 of this title.

(11) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of housing and
community affairs economic, housing and community development.

* * *

§ 6231. RULES

(a) [Deleted.]

(b) The department may adopt rules to carry out the provisions of sections
6236-6243 of this title chapter.

(c) A mobile home park that has been closed pursuant to section 6237a of
this title and reduced to no more than two occupied leased lots, shall be
required, if the number of occupied leased lots subsequently is increased to
more than two, to obtain all state land use and environmental permits required
for a mobile home park that has been established or expanded after May 31,
1970.

§ 6236. LEASE TERMS; MOBILE HOME PARKS

* * *

(e) All mobile home lot leases shall contain the following:

* * *

(3) Notice that the park owner shall not discriminate for reasons of race,
religious creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status,
handicap disability, or national origin, or because a person is a recipient of
public assistance.

(4) Notice that the park owner shall not discriminate based on age or the
presence of one or more minor children in the household, except as permitted
under 9 V.S.A. § 4503(b) and (c). If age restrictions exist in all or part of a
park, the specific restrictions and geographic sections in which restrictions
apply shall be documented in the lease.

* * *

§ 6237. EVICTIONS

(a) A leaseholder may be evicted only for nonpayment of rent or for a
substantial violation of the lease terms of the mobile home park, or if there is a
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change in use of the park land or parts thereof or a termination of the mobile
home park, and only in accordance with the following procedure:

* * *

(4) A substantial violation of the lease terms, other than an uncured
nonpayment of rent, will be insufficient to support a judgment of eviction
unless the proceeding is commenced within 60 days of the last alleged
violation. A substantial violation of the lease terms based upon criminal
activity will be insufficient to support a judgment of eviction unless the
proceeding is commenced no later than 60 days after arraignment.

* * *

§ 6237a. MOBILE HOME PARK CLOSURES

* * *

(b) Prior to issuing a closure notice pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section, a park owner shall first notify all mobile home owners of the park
owner’s issue a notice of intent to sell in accordance with section 6242 of this
title that discloses the potential closure of the park. However, if the park
owner sends a notice of closure to the residents and leaseholders without first
providing the mobile home owners with a notice of sale intent to sell under
section 6242 that discloses the potential closure of the park, then the park
owner must retain ownership of the land for five years after the date the
closure notice was provided. If required, the park owner shall record the notice
of the five-year restriction in the land records of the municipality in which the
park is located. The park owner may apply to the commissioner for relief from
the notice and holding requirements of this subsection if the commissioner
determines that strict compliance is likely to cause undue hardship to the park
owner or the leaseholders, or both. This relief shall not be unreasonably
withheld.

* * *

(d) A park owner who gives notice of intent to sell pursuant to section 6242
of this title shall not give notice of closure until after:

(1) At least 45 days after giving notice of intent to sell.

(2) If applicable, the commissioner receives notice from the mobile
home owners and the park owner that negotiations have ended following the
90-day 120-day negotiation period provided in subdivision 6242(c)(1) of this
title.

* * *

§ 6242. MOBILE HOME OWNERS’ RIGHT TO NOTIFICATION PRIOR
TO PARK SALE
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(a) Content of notice. A park owner shall give to each mobile home owner
and to the commissioner of the department of economic, housing and
community affairs development notice by certified mail of his or her intention
to sell the mobile home park. Nothing herein shall be construed to restrict the
price at which the park owner offers the park for sale. The notice shall state all
the following:

(1) That the park owner intends to sell the park.

(2) The price, terms, and conditions under which the park owner offers
the park for sale.

(3) A list of the affected mobile home owners and the number of
leaseholds held by each.

(4) The status of compliance with applicable statutes, regulations and
permits, to the park owner’s best knowledge, and the reasons for any
noncompliance.

(5) That for 45 days following the notice the park owner shall not make
a final unconditional acceptance of an offer to purchase the park and that if
within the 45 days the park owner receives notice pursuant to subsection (c) of
this section that a majority of the mobile home owners intend to consider
purchase of the park, the park owner shall not make a final unconditional
acceptance of an offer to purchase the park for an additional 90 120 days,
starting from the 46th day following notice, except one from a group
representing a majority of the mobile home owners or from a nonprofit
corporation approved by a majority of the mobile home owners.

(b) Resident intent to negotiate; timetable. The mobile home owners shall
have 45 days following notice under subsection (a) of this section in which to
determine whether they intend to consider purchase of the park through a
group representing a majority of the mobile home owners or a nonprofit
corporation approved by a majority of the mobile home owners. A majority of
the mobile home owners shall be determined by one vote per leasehold and no
mobile home owner shall have more than three votes or 30 percent of the
aggregate park vote, whichever is less. During this 45-day period, the park
owner shall not accept a final unconditional offer to purchase the park.

(c) Response to notice; required action. If the park owner receives no
notice from the mobile home owners during the 45-day period or if the mobile
home owners notify the park owner that they do not intend to consider
purchase of the park, the park owner has no further restrictions regarding sale
of the park pursuant to this section. If during the 45-day period, the park
owner receives notice in writing that a majority of the mobile home owners
intend to consider purchase of the park then the park owner shall do all the
following:
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(1) Not accept a final unconditional offer to purchase from a party other
than leaseholders for 90 120 days following the 45-day period, a total of 135
165 days following the notice from the leaseholders.

(2) Negotiate in good faith with the group representing a majority of the
mobile home owners or a nonprofit corporation approved by a majority of the
mobile home owners concerning purchase of the park.

(3) Consider any offer to purchase from a group representing a majority
of the mobile home owners or from a nonprofit corporation approved by a
majority of the mobile home owners.

* * *

(f) Relief from additional notice requirement. No additional notice
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be required if the sale is in
compliance with either of the following A notice of intent to sell issued
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be valid for a period of one year
from the expiration of the 45-day period following the date of the notice, and a
new notice shall not be required under subsection (a) if:

(1) The park owner completes a sale of the park within one year from
the expiration of the 45-day period following the date of the notice and the sale
price is either of the following:

(A) No less than more than five percent below the price for which the
park was offered for sale pursuant to subsection (a) of this section.

(B) Substantially higher than More than five percent above the final
written offer from a group representing a majority of the mobile home owners
or a nonprofit corporation approved by a majority of the mobile home owners.

(2) The park owner has not completed a sale of the park but has entered
into a binding purchase and sale agreement with a group representing a
majority of the mobile home owners or a nonprofit corporation approved by a
majority of the mobile home owners with a closing date later than one year
from within one year from the expiration of the 45-day period following the
date of the notice.

* * *

§ 6245. ILLEGAL EVICTIONS

(a) No park owner may wilfuly willfully cause, directly or indirectly, the
interruption or termination of any utility service to a mobile home except for
temporary interruptions for necessary repairs.

(b) No park owner may directly or indirectly deny a leaseholder access to
and possession of a mobile home the leaseholder’s leased premises, except
through proper judicial process.
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(c) No park owner may directly or indirectly deny a leaseholder access to
and possession of the leaseholder’s rented or leased mobile home and personal
property, except through proper judicial process.

* * *

§ 6251. MOBILE HOME LOT RENT INCREASE; NOTICE; MEETING

(a) A mobile home park owner shall provide written notification on a form
provided by the department to the commissioner and all the affected mobile
home park leaseholders of any lot rent increase no later than 60 days before the
effective date of the proposed increase. The notice shall include all the
following:

(1) The amount of the proposed lot rent increase, including any amount
of the increase that is attributable to a surcharge for any capital improvements
of the mobile home park pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, the
estimated cost, which includes interest, of the capital improvements, and the
proposed duration of the surcharge prorated in 12-month increments sufficient
to recover the estimated cost of the capital improvements.

(2) The effective date of the increase.

(3) A copy of the mobile home park leaseholder’s rights pursuant to this
section and sections 6252 and 6253 of this title.

(4) [Deleted.] The percentage of increase from the current base lot rent.

* * *

§ 6254. REGISTRATION OF MOBILE HOME PARKS; REPORT

(a) No later than September 1 each year, each park owner shall register
with the department on a form provided by the department. The form shall
include the following information:

* * *

(8) The lot rent to be charged for each lot as of the preceding scheduled
for October 1 of that year, and the effective date of that lot rent charge.

* * *

* * * Affordable Housing Tax Credit * * *

Sec. 3. 32 V.S.A. § 5930u(g) is amended to read:

(g) In any fiscal year, the allocating agency may award up to $400,000.00
in total first-year credit allocations to all applicants for rental housing projects;
and may award up to $100,000.00 $300,000.00 per year for owner-occupied
unit applicants. In any fiscal year, total first-year allocations plus succeeding-
year deemed allocations shall not exceed $2,500.000.00 $3,500.000.00.
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* * * DEHCD Study and Planning * * *

Sec. 4. DEHCD STUDIES; LONG-RANGE PLANNING FOR THE
VIABILITY AND DISASTER RESILIENCY OF MOBILE HOME
OWNERSHIP AND PARKS

(a) The department of economic, housing and community development
shall, in collaboration with other organizations and interested stakeholders,
develop a plan for the future viability and disaster resiliency of mobile home
ownership and parks.

(b) The plan shall:

(1) With input from the agency of natural resources, identify parks
vulnerable to natural hazards such as flooding and develop a strategy for
improving their safety and resiliency through education, emergency planning,
mitigation measures, reconfiguration, and relocation.

(2) Identify barriers to mobile home ownership including the availability
of financing and mortgage insurance and recommend methods for the state to
assist, including coordinating with USDA Rural Development to extend its
pilot program under the section 502 direct loan and guarantee loan programs
and working with public, private, and nonprofit entities to develop solutions.

(3) Address the potential loss of mobile home parks and affordability
due to sale, closure, or natural disaster by recommending actions to encourage
resident or nonprofit purchase and ownership and the creation of new mobile
home parks or lots through technical assistance and planning guidance to
municipalities and developers.

(4) Assess other housing designs as alternatives to mobile homes that
are affordable when all related costs, such as siting, water and sewer, and
energy use are taken into consideration.

Sec. 5. 20 V.S.A. § 2731(k) is added to read:

(k) Building codes. Pursuant to his or her authority under this section, the
commissioner of public safety shall:

(1) Develop and maintain on the department website a graphic chart or
grid depicting categories of construction, including new construction, major
rehabilitation, change of use, and additions, and the respective building codes
that apply to each category.

(2) Whenever practicable and appropriate, offer the opportunity to
construction and design professionals to participate in division of fire safety
staff training.
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(3) Update building codes on three-year cycles, consistent with codes
developed by code-writing authorities, to keep pace with technology, products,
and design.

(4) Create a publicly accessible database of decisions that are decided on
appeal to the commissioner.

(5) Apply the International Building Code (IBC) to new construction.

Sec. 6. 9 V.S.A. § 2461b(h) is added to read:

(h)(1) The owner of a propane storage tank shall anchor the tank or affix
the tank to a structure or other fixture to ensure the safety of persons and
property in the event of a flood or other natural disaster.

(2) In the event a propane storage tank becomes unsecured due to flood
or other natural disaster, the owner of the tank shall be responsible for the
recovery and, if applicable, appropriate disposal of the tank and its contents.

Sec. 7. 9 V.S.A. § 4503 is amended to read:

§ 4503. UNFAIR HOUSING PRACTICES

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person:

* * *

(12) To discriminate in land use decisions or in the permitting of
housing because of race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, marital
status, religious creed, color, national origin, disability, the presence of one or
more minor children, income, or except as otherwise provided by law.

* * *

Sec. 8. 24 V.S.A. § 4412 is amended to read:

§ 4412. REQUIRED PROVISIONS AND PROHIBITED EFFECTS

Notwithstanding any existing bylaw, the following land development
provisions shall apply in every municipality:

(1) Equal treatment of housing and required provisions for affordable
housing.

(A) No bylaw nor its application by an appropriate municipal panel
under this chapter shall have the effect of excluding housing that meets the
needs of the population as determined in the housing element of its municipal
plan as required under subdivision 4382(a)(10) of this title or the effect of
discriminating in the permitting of housing as specified in 9 V.S.A. § 4503.

* * *

* * * Allocation of Rental Housing Subsidies by State Entities (VSHA) * * *
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Sec. 9. ADMINISTRATION OF RENTAL HOUSING SUBSIDIES;
FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

The general assembly finds:

(1) Administration of rental housing subsidies in Vermont, including
federal housing funds, is a public and essential governmental function to be
focused primarily on assuring safe and decent housing for low and moderate
income persons without undue regard for the generation of profit or surplus.

(2) In recent years, private entities, including nominally private entities
controlled by public jurisdictions from other states, have sought contracts to
administer allocations of federal rental subsidies throughout the United States.

(3) To the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, it is the
purpose of Sec. 10 of this act to limit the administrative control of federal
rental subsidies to state of Vermont public bodies.

Sec. 10. 24 V.S.A. § 4005(e) is added to read:

(e) Notwithstanding any provision of law, no person, domestic or foreign,
shall be authorized to administer allocations of money under 42 U.S.C.A.
§ 1437a or 1437f or other federal statute authorizing rental subsidies for the
benefit of persons of low or moderate income, except:

(1) a subcontractor of the state authority; or

(2) a state public body authorized by law to administer such allocations.

* * * Expedited Removal of Mobile Home by Municipality * * *

Sec. 11. 9 V.S.A. § 2608 is added to read:

§ 2608. MUNICIPAL ACTION FOR SALE OF ABANDONED MOBILE
HOME

(a) In the alternative to the process for foreclosure of a tax lien on a mobile
home pursuant to 32 V.S.A. chapter 133, a municipality shall have the
authority to commence an action to sell at public auction an abandoned mobile
home located within the municipality pursuant to this section.

(b) A municipality shall file a verified complaint in the civil division of the
superior court for the county in which the municipality is located, which shall
be entitled “In re: Abandoned Mobile Home of [name of owner],” and shall
include the following information:

(1) The physical location and address of the mobile home.

(2) The name and last known mailing address of the owner of the mobile
home.
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(3) A description of the mobile home, including make, model, and serial
number, if available.

(4) The names and addresses of creditors, holders of housing subsidy
covenants, or others having an interest in the mobile home based on liens or
notices of record in the municipality offices or the office of the secretary of
state.

(5) The facts supporting the claim that the mobile home has been
abandoned.

(6) The name of a person disinterested in the mobile home or of a
municipality employee who will be responsible for the sale of the mobile home
at a public auction.

(7) A statement of the amount of taxes, fees, and other charges due or
which will become due to the municipality.

(8) If the mobile home is located on leased land, the name and address
of the landowner.

(c) A municipality may request an order approving transfer of a mobile
home which is unfit for human habitation to the municipality without a public
sale by filing a verified complaint containing the information required in
subsection (a) of this section and the facts supporting the claim that the mobile
home is unfit for human habitation.

(d) When a verified complaint is filed under this section, the clerk of the
civil division of the superior court shall set a hearing to be held at least 15 days
but no later than 30 days after the filing of the complaint.

(e) Within five days after filing the verified complaint, the municipality
shall post a copy of the verified complaint and order for hearing on the mobile
home and send a copy of the verified complaint and order for hearing by
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the mobile home owner’s last known
mailing address, to the landowner if the mobile home is located on leased land,
and to all lien-holders of record.

(f) The municipality shall publish the verified complaint and order for
hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality where the
mobile home is located. The notice shall be published no later than five
calendar days before the date of hearing.

(g) If prior to or at the hearing any lien-holder certifies to the court that the
lien-holder has paid to the municipality all taxes, charges, and fees due the
municipality and will commence or has commenced proceedings to enforce the
lien and will continue to pay municipal taxes, charges, and fees during the
proceedings under this section, the court shall, upon confirmation of the
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representations of the lien-holder, stay the action under this section pending
completion of the lien-holder’s action.

(h) At the hearing, the municipality shall prove ownership of the mobile
home; abandonment of the mobile home; the amount of taxes, fees, and other
charges due the municipality; and the amount of attorney fees claimed. The
municipality shall also prove compliance with the notice requirements of
subsections (e) and (f) of this section. Whether a mobile home is abandoned
shall be a question of fact determined by the court.

(i) If the court finds that the municipality has complied with subsection (h)
of this section, the court shall enter an order approving the sale of the mobile
home at a public auction to be held within 15 days of the date of the order.
The municipality shall send the order by first-class mail to the mobile home
owner, to the landowner if the mobile home is located on leased land, and to all
lien-holders of record. The order shall require all the following:

(1) That the sale shall be conducted by the person identified in the
verified complaint or some other person approved by the court.

(2) That notice of the sale shall be published in a newspaper of general
circulation in the municipality where the mobile home is located and sent by
first-class mail to the mobile home owner, to the landowner if the mobile home
is located on leased land, and to all lien-holders of record. The notice of sale
shall be published two times, at least five days apart with the second
publication being no later than three calendar days before the date of sale.

(3) That the terms of sale provide for conveyance of the mobile home by
real estate deed or by uniform mobile home bill of sale, as appropriate under
this chapter, executed on behalf of the mobile home owner pursuant to the
order of the court by the person authorized by the court, in “as is” condition,
and free and clear of all liens and other encumbrances of record.

(4) A minimum bid established by the court sufficient to cover the total
costs listed in subdivisions (7)(A)–(D) of this subsection. The mobile home
shall be sold to the highest bidder over the minimum bid set by the court;
provided, however, that if no bid meets or exceeds the minimum bid set by the
court, the court shall order transfer of the mobile home to the municipality
upon payment of costs due to the person who conducted the sale.

(5) The successful bidder, if other than the municipality:

(A) shall make full payment at the auction if the bid does not exceed
$2,000.00; or

(B) if the bid exceeds $2,000.00, shall provide a nonrefundable
deposit at the time of the auction of at least $2,000.00 or 25 percent of the bid,
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whichever is greater, and shall make full payment within three working days
after the auction.

(6) A successful bidder, if other than the municipality, shall remove the
mobile home from its current location within five working days after the
auction unless the municipality permits the mobile home to remain on the site
or permits removal of the mobile home at a later date. If the mobile home is
located on leased land, the mobile home shall be removed within five days
unless the landowner grants permission to the successful bidder, including the
municipality, for the mobile home to remain on the leased land.

(7) The person who conducted the public sale shall report to the court
the results of the sale, the proposed distribution of the proceeds of the sale, and
the bank in which any excess proceeds are deposited and shall send a copy of
the report to the mobile home owner, the municipality, the landowner if the
mobile home is located on leased land, and all lien-holders of record by
certified mail, return receipt requested, within three working days after the
sale. Anyone claiming impropriety in the conduct of the sale may file an
objection with the court within seven days after the sale. The filing of an
objection shall not invalidate the sale or delay transfer of ownership of the
abandoned mobile home. If an objection is filed and if the court finds
impropriety in the conduct of the sale, the court may order distribution of the
proceeds of the sale as is fair, taking into account the impropriety. If no
objection is filed with the court, on the eighth day after the sale, the proceeds
shall be distributed as follows:

(A) To the person conducting the sale for costs of the sale.

(B) To the municipality for court costs, publication and mailing costs,
and attorney fees incurred in connection with the action in an amount approved
by the court.

(C) To the municipality for taxes, penalties, and interest owed in an
amount approved by the court.

(D) To the landowner for unpaid lot rent if the mobile home is
located on leased land.

(E) The balance to a bank account in the name of the mobile home
municipality as trustee, for the benefit of the mobile home owner and
lien-holders of record, to be distributed pursuant to further order of the court.

(j) Notwithstanding provisions of this section and 10 V.S.A. § 6249 (sale of
abandoned mobile home by park owner) to the contrary, if an action is
commenced by a municipality pursuant to this section and by a mobile home
park owner pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 6249 for the sale of the same abandoned
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mobile home within 30 days of one another, the court shall consolidate the
cases and shall distribute the proceeds of a sale as follows:

(1) To the person conducting the sale for costs of the sale.

(2) To the municipality and the park owner equitably in the discretion of
the court:

(A) for court costs, publication and mailing costs, and attorney fees
incurred in connection with the action in an amount approved by the court;

(B) for taxes, penalties, and interest owed the municipality in an
amount approved by the court; and

(C) for rent and other charges owed to the park owner in an amount
approved by the court.

(3) The balance to a bank account in the name of the mobile home
municipality as trustee for the benefit of the mobile home owner and
lien-holders of record, to be distributed pursuant to further order of the court.

(k) If a municipality requests an order approving transfer of a mobile home
to the municipality without a public sale, the court shall approve that order if it
finds that the municipality has complied with subsection (h) of this section and
has proved that the mobile home is unfit for human habitation. In determining
whether a mobile home is unfit for human habitation, the court shall consider
whether the mobile home:

(1) contains functioning appliances and plumbing fixtures;

(2) contains safe and functioning electrical fixtures and wiring;

(3) contains a safe and functioning heating system;

(4) contains a weather-tight exterior closure;

(5) is structurally sound;

(6) is reasonably free of trash, debris, filth, and pests.

Sec. 12. 9 V.S.A. § 4462 is amended to read:

§ 4462. ABANDONMENT; UNCLAIMED PROPERTY

* * *

(d) Any personal property remaining in the dwelling unit or leased
premises after the tenant has vacated may be disposed of by the landlord
without notice or liability to the tenant or owner of the personal property,
provided that one of the following has occurred:

(1) The tenant provided actual notice to the landlord that the tenant has
vacated the dwelling unit or, leased premises, or mobile home lot.
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(2) The tenant has vacated the dwelling unit or, leased premises, or
mobile home lot at the end of the rental agreement.

(3) Fifteen days have expired following service of a writ of possession
pursuant to 10 V.S.A. chapter 153, 11 V.S.A. chapter 13, or 12 V.S.A.
chapter 169.

Sec. 13. SALES AND USE TAX HOLIDAYS FOR MOBILE HOMES

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 233 and 24 V.S.A.
§ 138, no sales and use tax, local option sales tax, or property transfer tax shall
be imposed or collected on sales to individuals for mobile homes purchased
after April 1, 2011 to replace a mobile home that was damaged or destroyed as
a result of flooding and storm damage that occurred after that date.

(b) Any resident of Vermont who purchased a mobile home after
August 28, 2011 and prior to the effective date of this act, and the mobile home
was purchased to replace a mobile home that was damaged or destroyed as a
result of Tropical Storm Irene, shall be entitled to a reimbursement in the
amount of any sales and use tax, local option sales tax, or property transfer tax
paid.

(c) The department of taxes may establish standards and procedures
necessary to implement this section. The department of taxes shall reimburse
taxpayers that qualify under subsection (b) of this section.

Sec. 14. APPROPRIATIONS

(a) The amount of $100,000.00 is appropriated from the general fund to the
department of economic, housing and community development as follows:

(1) $50,000.00 for a grant to the Champlain Valley Office of Economic
Opportunity to increase its ability to provide start-up and ongoing technical
assistance to mobile home park residents interested in cooperative ownership
of their parks.

(2) $50,000.00 to increase department staff for long-range planning for
the preservation and replacement of mobile home parks noticed for sale or
closure or damaged by flooding.

(b) The amount of $50,000.00 is appropriated from the general fund to the
Vermont housing and conservation board’s project feasibility fund to conduct
financial feasibility and infrastructure needs analyses of mobile home parks
noticed for sale or closure or damaged by flooding.

(c) The amount of $500,000.00 is appropriated from the settlement funds
due the state under the joint state–federal settlement of claims with the five
largest mortgage servicers arising from mortgage foreclosure practices to the
department of economic, housing and community development to develop and
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implement with the Champlain Housing Trust, the Central Vermont
Community Land Trust, Gilman Housing Trust, NeighborWorks of Western
Vermont, and Windham & Windsor Housing Trust, and other stakeholders a
program to help finance the purchase, repair, refinance, and replacement of up
to 100 individual mobile homes. The department shall coordinate with the
Champlain Housing Trust and other stakeholders to secure at minimum an
additional $1,800,000.00 in grant capital to help fund the program from a
variety of public and private sources, including equity from the sale of
Vermont affordable housing tax credits, the Vermont community development
block grant program, the Vermont Community Foundation, and the Vermont
disaster relief fund.

(d)(1) The amount of $2,500,000.00 is appropriated to the department of
economic, housing and community development to fund the following
activities related to mobile home parks that will be maintained as affordable
housing for low income Vermonters on a perpetual basis:

(A) the purchase of mobile home parks, including purchase by
resident-owned cooperatives;

(B) infrastructure improvements; and

(C) disaster recovery, including relocation or replacement of mobile
home parks damaged by flooding.

(2) The amount appropriated pursuant to this subsection shall come
from the following sources:

(A) $500,000.00 from the settlement funds due the state under the
joint state–federal settlement of claims with the five largest mortgage servicers
arising from mortgage foreclosure practices; and

(B) $2,000,000.00 in state capital appropriations.

Sec. 15. AUTHORITY TO ISSUE LETTER OF CONDEMNATION

(a) Because repairs to homes damaged in natural disasters must be done in
accordance with local codes and ordinances, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) recognizes that there may be reasons for a local
authority to deem a home condemned.

(b) According to FEMA policy, the letter must come from the jurisdictional
authority and the condemnation notice of demolition must be disaster-related.
FEMA then reviews each notice on a case-by-case basis for approval of
replacement assistance up to the maximum award.

(c) Accordingly, for purposes of complying with FEMA policies and
procedures, any state or local person or entity empowered to condemn property
by statute, rule, regulation, ordinance, or similar legal authority shall qualify as
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a jurisdictional authority with all the necessary rights and powers to declare
property to be condemned, provide notice of condemnation and demolition to
FEMA or any other entity, and take such other steps as are necessary to ensure
Vermonters are eligible for receiving the maximum amount of state and federal
recovery assistance otherwise available.

Sec. 16. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage, except that Sec. 15 (authority to issue
letter of condemnation) of this act shall apply retroactively to January 1, 2011.

and that when so amended the bill ought to pass, and that after passage the title
of the bill be amended to read: “An act relating to supporting mobile home
ownership, strengthening mobile home parks, and preserving affordable
housing”

(Committee vote: 4-0-1)

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Cummings for the Committee on Finance.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out Secs.
3, 6 and 13 in their entirety and by renumbering the remaining sections to be
numerically correct.

(Committee vote: 7-0-0)

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Illuzzi for the Committee on Appropriations.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking Sec. 14 in
its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 14 to read as follows:

Sec. 14. PRIORITIES FOR MOBILE HOME INVESTMENTS

In the event that sources of funding are available for investments in
securing mobile home infrastructure, expanding affordable ownership
opportunities, and other activities consistent with the goals and purposes of this
act, it is the intent of the general assembly to invest in the following priorities:

(1) Investment in the department of economic, housing and community
development:

(A) for one or more grants to the Champlain Valley Office of
Economic Opportunity to increase its ability to provide start-up and ongoing
technical assistance to mobile home park residents interested in cooperative
ownership of their parks.

(B) to increase department staff for long-range planning for the
preservation and replacement of mobile home parks noticed for sale or closure
or damaged by flooding.



- 1374 -

(2) Investment in the Vermont housing and conservation board’s project
feasibility fund to conduct financial feasibility and infrastructure needs
analyses of mobile home parks noticed for sale or closure or damaged by
flooding.

(3) Investment in the department of economic, housing and community
development to develop and implement with the Champlain Housing Trust, the
Central Vermont Community Land Trust, Gilman Housing Trust,
NeighborWorks of Western Vermont, Windham & Windsor Housing Trust,
and other stakeholders a program to help finance the purchase, repair,
refinance, and replacement of up to 100 individual mobile homes. The general
assembly further recommends that the department coordinate with the
Champlain Housing Trust and other stakeholders to secure additional grant
capital to help fund the program from a variety of public and private sources.

(4) Investment in the department of economic, housing and community
development to fund the following activities related to mobile home parks that
will be maintained as affordable housing for low-income Vermonters on a
perpetual basis:

(A) the purchase of mobile home parks, including purchase by
resident-owned cooperatives;

(B) infrastructure improvements; and

(C) disaster recovery, including relocation or replacement of mobile
home parks damaged by flooding.

(Committee vote: 5-0-2)

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment

H. 758.

An act relating to divorce and dissolution proceedings.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Snelling for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by adding Sec. 5a to read as follows:

Sec. 5a. 32 V.S.A. § 1431 is amended to read as follows:

§ 1431. FEES IN SUPREME AND SUPERIOR COURTS

* * *

(b)(2) Prior to the entry of any divorce or annulment proceeding in the
superior court, there shall be paid to the clerk of the court for the benefit of the
state a fee of $250.00 in lieu of all other fees not otherwise set forth in this
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section; however, if. If the divorce or annulment complaint is filed with a
stipulation for a final order acceptable to the court, the fee shall be $75.00 if
one or both of the parties are residents, and $150.00 if neither party is a
resident.

* * *

(Committee vote: 4-0-1)

Reported favorably by Senator McCormack for the Committee on
Finance.

(Committee vote: 7-0-0)

PROPOSAL OF AMENDMENT TO H. 758 TO BE OFFERED BY
SENATOR SNELLING ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE ON

JUDICIARY

Senator Snelling, on behalf of the Committee on Judiciary, moves that the
Senate propose to the House to amend the bill as follows:

First: In Sec. 4, 15 V.S.A. § 1206, in subdivision (d)(1), after the words
“parties to a civil union” by adding the words certified in Vermont

Second: In Sec. 5, 18 V.S.A. § 5131, in subdivision (a)(4)(A), in the first
sentence, by striking the word “solemnized” and inserting in lieu thereof the
word certified

NEW BUSINESS

Third Reading

S. 28.

An act relating to consolidating land use and environmental permit
administration, rulemaking, and appeals into a department of environmental
quality headed by an environmental council.

H. 760.

An act relating to lowering to 16 the age of consent for blood donation.

H. 761.

An act relating to executive branch fees, including motor vehicle and fish
and wildlife fees.

J.R.S. 11.

Joint resolution urging the United States Congress to propose an
amendment to the United States Constitution for the states’ consideration
which provides that corporations are not persons under the laws of the United
States or any of its jurisdictional subdivisions.
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Second Reading

Favorable

H. 327.

An act relating to the uniform principal and income act .

Reported favorably by Senator Cummings for the Committee on
Judiciary.

(Committee vote: 4-0-1)

(For House amendments, see House Journal for February 2, 2012, page
168.)

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment

H. 37.

An act relating to telemedicine.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Miller for the Committee on Health and Welfare.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. 8 V.S.A. chapter 107, subchapter 14 is added to read:

Subchapter 14. Telemedicine

§ 4100k. COVERAGE FOR TELEMEDICINE SERVICES

(a) All health insurance plans in this state shall provide coverage for
telemedicine services delivered to a patient in a health care facility to the same
extent that the services would be covered if they were provided through
in-person consultation.

(b) A health insurance plan may charge a deductible, co-payment, or
coinsurance for a health care service provided through telemedicine so long as
it does not exceed the deductible, co-payment, or coinsurance applicable to an
in-person consultation.

(c) A health insurance plan may limit coverage to health care providers in
the plan’s network and may require originating site health care providers to
document the reason the services are being provided by telemedicine rather
than in person.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a health insurance
plan from providing coverage for only those services that are medically
necessary, subject to the terms and conditions of the covered person’s policy.
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(e) A health insurance plan may reimburse for teleophthalmology or
teledermatology provided by store and forward means and may require the
distant site health care provider to document the reason the services are being
provided by store and forward means.

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a health insurance
plan to reimburse the distant site health care provider if the distant site health
care provider has insufficient information to render an opinion.

(g) As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Health insurance plan” means any health insurance policy or health
benefit plan offered by a health insurer, as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 9402, as well
as Medicaid, the Vermont health access plan, and any other public health care
assistance program offered or administered by the state or by any subdivision
or instrumentality of the state. The term does not include policies or plans
providing coverage for specified disease or other limited benefit coverage.

(2) “Health care facility” shall have the same meaning as in 18 V.S.A.
§ 9402.

(3) “Store and forward” means an asynchronous transmission of medical
information to be reviewed at a later date by a health care provider at a distant
site who is trained in the relevant specialty and by which the health care
provider at the distant site reviews the medical information without the patient
present in real time.

(4) “Telemedicine” means the delivery of health care services such as
diagnosis, consultation, or treatment through the use of live interactive audio
and video over a secure connection that complies with the requirements of the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, Public Law
104-191. Telemedicine does not include the use of audio-only telephone,
e-mail, or facsimile.

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. chapter 219 is redesignated to read:

CHAPTER 219. HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
AND TELEMEDICINE

Sec. 3. STATUTORY REVISION

18 V.S.A. §§ 9351–9352 shall be recodified as subchapter 1 (Health
Information Technology) of chapter 219.
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Sec. 4. 18 V.S.A. chapter 219, subchapter 2 is added to read:

Subchapter 2. Telemedicine

§ 9361. HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS PROVIDING TELEMEDICINE OR
STORE AND FORWARD SERVICES

(a) Subject to the limitations of the license under which the individual is
practicing, a health care provider licensed in this state may prescribe, dispense,
or administer drugs or medical supplies, or otherwise provide treatment
recommendations to a patient after having performed an appropriate
examination of the patient either in person or by the use of instrumentation and
diagnostic equipment through which images and medical records may be
transmitted electronically. Treatment recommendations made via electronic
means, including issuing a prescription via electronic means, shall be held to
the same standards of appropriate practice as those in traditional provider–
patient settings. For purposes of this subchapter, “telemedicine” shall have the
same meaning as in 8 V.S.A. § 4100k.

(b) Receiving teledermatology or teleophthalmology by store and forward
means shall not preclude a patient from receiving real time telemedicine or
face-to-face services with the distant site health care provider at a future date.
Originating site health care providers involved in the store and forward process
shall ensure informed consent from the patient. For purposes of this
subchapter, “store and forward” shall have the same meaning as in 8 V.S.A.
§ 4100k.

Sec. 5. RULEMAKING

(a) The commissioner of Vermont health access may adopt rules pursuant
to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to carry out the purposes of this act.

(b) The commissioner of banking, insurance, securities, and health care
administration may adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to carry out the
purposes of this act.

Sec. 6. HEALTH CARE FACILITY; STUDY

(a) The commissioner of financial regulation or designee shall convene a
workgroup comprising health care providers, health insurers, and other
interested stakeholders to consider whether and to what extent Vermont should
require health insurance coverage of services delivered to a patient by
telemedicine outside a health care facility.

(b) No later than January 15, 2013, the commissioner of financial
regulation or designee shall report the workgroup’s recommendations to the
house committee on health care and the senate committees on health and
welfare and on finance.
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Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE

(a) Sec. 1 of this act shall take effect on October 1, 2012 and shall apply to
all health insurance plans on and after October 1, 2012 on such date as a health
insurer offers, issues, or renews the health insurance plan, but in no event no
later than October 1, 2013.

(b) The remaining sections of this act shall take effect on passage.

(Committee vote: 4-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal for March 14, 2012, page 574.)

H. 157.

An act relating to restrictions on tanning beds.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Ayer for the Committee on Health and Welfare.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill as follows:

First: By adding a new section to be numbered Sec. 3 to read as follows:

Sec. 3. FINDINGS

The general assembly finds:

(1) The state of Oregon has been implementing its Death with Dignity
Act since 1998. In 14 years, Oregon has seen a total of 935 terminal patients
formally request medication to hasten death and, of those, 596 patients took the
medication and died pursuant to the act. Oregon’s most recent annual report
on the act shows that in 2011, 114 prescriptions were written by 62 different
physicians. A total of 71 patients died in 2011 from ingesting medication
prescribed under the law. Cancer continues to be the most common terminal
condition for patients qualifying under Oregon’s law, as 82.4% of the 71
patient deaths in 2011 were associated with a cancer diagnosis. Over the 14
years of implementation, 80.8% of the individuals ingesting medication had a
terminal cancer diagnosis.

(2) Vermont has about one-sixth the population of Oregon. According
to the 2010 census, Oregon has a population of 3,831,074 and Vermont a
population of 625,741.

(3) In the past 17 years, Oregon has seen its hospice enrollment increase
significantly. In 1993, only 20 percent of all dying patients were enrolled in
hospice. By 2005, enrollment had increased to 54 percent. In 2009, 91.5
percent of the patients who used medication under the Death with Dignity Act
were in hospice care.
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(4) According to a 2000 article in the New England Journal of Medicine,
Oregon health care professionals report that Oregon physicians grant
approximately one in six requests for lethal medication, and one in 10 requests
actually results in hastened death.

(5) Despite continuing improvements in techniques for palliative care,
most medical experts agree that not all pain can be relieved. Some terminal
diseases, such as bone cancer, inflict untreatable agony at the end of life.
Many cancer patients report that they would have greater comfort and courage
in facing their future if they were assured they could use a Death with Dignity
law if their suffering became unbearable.

Second: By adding a new section to be numbered Sec. 4 to read as follows:

Sec. 4. 18 V.S.A. chapter 113 is added to read:

CHAPTER 113. RIGHTS OF QUALIFIED PATIENTS SUFFERING A
TERMINAL CONDITION

§ 5280. DEFINITIONS

For purposes of this chapter:

(1) “Attending physician” means the physician whom the patient has
designated to have primary responsibility for the care of the patient and who is
willing to participate in the provision to a qualified patient of medication to
hasten his or her death in accordance with this chapter.

(2) “Capacity” shall have the same meaning as in subdivision
9701(4)(B) of this title.

(3) “Consulting physician” means a physician who is qualified by
specialty or experience to make a professional diagnosis and prognosis
regarding the patient’s illness and who is willing to participate in the provision
of medication to a qualified patient to hasten his or her death in accordance
with this chapter.

(4) “Counseling” means a consultation between a psychiatrist,
psychologist, or clinical social worker licensed in Vermont and a patient for
the purpose of confirming that the patient:

(A) has capacity; and

(B) is not suffering from a mental disorder or disease, including
depression that causes the patient to have impaired judgment.

(5) “Good faith” shall mean objective good faith.

(6) “Health care provider” shall have the same meaning as in
subdivision 9432(8) of this title.
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(7) “Informed decision” means a decision by a patient to request and
obtain a prescription to hasten his or her death based on the patient’s
understanding and appreciation of the relevant facts and that was made after
the patient was fully informed by the attending physician of all the following:

(A) The patient’s medical diagnosis.

(B) The patient’s prognosis.

(C) The range of possible results, including potential risks associated
with taking the medication to be prescribed.

(D) The probable result of taking the medication to be prescribed.

(E) All feasible end-of-life services, including comfort care, hospice
care, and pain control.

(8) “Palliative care” shall have the same meaning as in subdivision 2(6)
of this title.

(9) “Patient” means a person who is 18 years of age or older, a resident
of Vermont, and under the care of a physician.

(10) “Physician” means a physician licensed pursuant to chapters 23 and
33 of Title 26.

(11) “Qualified patient” means a patient with capacity who has satisfied
the requirements of this chapter in order to obtain a prescription for medication
to hasten his or her death. No individual shall qualify under the provisions of
this chapter solely because of age or disability.

(12) “Terminal condition” means an incurable and irreversible disease
which would, within reasonable medical judgment, result in death within six
months.

§ 5281. REQUESTS FOR MEDICATION

(a) In order to qualify under this chapter:

(1) A patient with capacity who has been determined by the attending
physician and consulting physician to be suffering from a terminal condition
and who has voluntarily expressed a wish to hasten the dying process may
request medication to be self-administered for the purpose of hastening his or
her death in accordance with this chapter.

(2) A patient shall have made an oral request and a written request and
shall have reaffirmed the oral request to his or her attending physician not less
than 15 days after the initial oral request. At the time the patient makes the
second oral request, the attending physician shall offer the patient an
opportunity to rescind the request.
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(b) Oral requests for medication by the patient under this chapter shall be
made in the presence of the attending physician.

(c) A written request for medication shall be signed and dated by the
patient and witnessed by at least two persons, at least 18 years of age, who, in
the presence of the patient, sign and affirm that the principal appeared to
understand the nature of the document and to be free from duress or undue
influence at the time the request was signed. Neither witness shall be any of
the following persons:

(1) The patient’s attending physician, consulting physician, or any
person who has provided counseling for the patient pursuant to section 5284 of
this title.

(2) A person who knows that he or she is a relative of the patient by
blood, marriage, civil union, or adoption.

(3) A person who at the time the request is signed knows that he or she
would be entitled upon the patient’s death to any portion of the estate or assets
of the patient under any will or trust, by operation of law, or by contract.

(4) An owner, operator, or employee of a health care facility, nursing
home, or residential care facility where the patient is receiving medical
treatment or is a resident.

(d) A person who knowingly fails to comply with the requirements in
subsection (c) of this section is subject to prosecution under 13 V.S.A. § 2004.

(e) The written request shall be completed after the patient has been
examined by a consulting physician as required under section 5283 of this title.

(f)(1) Under no circumstances shall a guardian or conservator be permitted
to act on behalf of a ward for purposes of this chapter.

(2) Under no circumstances shall an agent under an advance directive be
permitted to act on behalf of a principal for purposes of this chapter.

§ 5282. ATTENDING PHYSICIAN; DUTIES

The attending physician shall perform all the following:

(1) Make the initial determination of whether a patient:

(A) is suffering a terminal condition;

(B) has capacity; and

(C) has made a voluntary request for medication to hasten his or her
death.

(2) Request proof of Vermont residency, which may be shown by:
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(A) a Vermont driver’s license or photo identification card;

(B) proof of Vermont voter’s registration;

(C) evidence of property ownership or a lease of residential premises
in Vermont; or

(D) a Vermont personal income tax return for the most recent tax
year.

(3) Inform the patient in person and in writing of all the following:

(A) The patient’s medical diagnosis.

(B) The patient’s prognosis.

(C) The range of possible results, including potential risks associated
with taking the medication to be prescribed.

(D) The probable result of taking the medication to be prescribed.

(E) All feasible end-of-life services, including comfort care, hospice
care, and pain control.

(4) Refer the patient to a consulting physician for medical confirmation
of the diagnosis, prognosis, and a determination that the patient has capacity
and is acting voluntarily.

(5) Refer the patient for counseling under section 5284 of this chapter.

(6) Refer the patient for a palliative care consultation under section 5285
of this chapter.

(7) Recommend that the patient notify the next of kin or someone with
whom the patient has a significant relationship.

(8) Counsel the patient about the importance of ensuring that another
individual is present when the patient takes the medication prescribed pursuant
to this chapter and the importance of not taking the medication in a public
place.

(9) Inform the patient that the patient has an opportunity to rescind the
request at any time and in any manner and offer the patient an opportunity to
rescind at the end of the 15-day waiting period.

(10) Verify, immediately prior to writing the prescription for medication
under this chapter, that the patient is making an informed decision.

(11) Fulfill the medical record documentation requirements of section
5290 of this title.

(12) Ensure that all required steps are carried out in accordance with this
chapter prior to writing a prescription for medication to hasten death.
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(13)(A) Dispense medication directly, including ancillary medication
intended to facilitate the desired effect to minimize the patient’s discomfort,
provided the attending physician is licensed to dispense medication in
Vermont, has a current Drug Enforcement Administration certificate, and
complies with any applicable administrative rules; or

(B) With the patient’s written consent:

(i) contact a pharmacist and inform the pharmacist of the
prescription; and

(ii) deliver the written prescription to the pharmacist, who will
dispense the medication to the patient, the attending physician, or an expressly
identified agent of the patient.

(14) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the attending
physician may sign the patient’s death certificate.

§ 5283. MEDICAL CONSULTATION REQUIRED

Before a patient is qualified in accordance with this chapter, a consulting
physician shall physically examine the patient, review the patient’s relevant
medical records, and confirm in writing the attending physician’s diagnosis
that the patient is suffering from a terminal condition and verification that the
patient has capacity, is acting voluntarily, and has made an informed decision.

§ 5284. COUNSELING REFERRAL

If, in the opinion of the attending physician or the consulting physician, a
patient may be suffering from a mental disorder or disease, including
depression, causing impaired judgment, either physician shall refer the patient
for counseling. No medication to end the patient’s life shall be prescribed until
the person performing the counseling determines that the patient is not
suffering from a mental disorder or disease, including depression, that causes
the patient to have impaired judgment.

§ 5285. PALLIATIVE CARE CONSULTATION

If a patient is not receiving hospice services at the time the written request
for medication is made pursuant to this chapter, his or her attending physician
shall refer the patient for a palliative care consultation and shall attest to its
completion pursuant to subdivision 5290(a)(5) of this title.

§ 5286. INFORMED DECISION

No person shall receive a prescription for medication to hasten his or her
death unless the patient has made an informed decision. Immediately prior to
writing a prescription for medication in accordance with this chapter, the
attending physician shall verify that the patient is making an informed
decision.
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§ 5287. RECOMMENDED NOTIFICATION

The attending physician shall recommend that the patient notify the
patient’s next of kin or someone with whom the patient has a significant
relationship of the patient’s request for medication in accordance with this
chapter. A patient who declines or is unable to notify the next of kin or the
person with whom the patient has a significant relationship shall not be refused
medication in accordance with this chapter.

§ 5288. RIGHT TO RESCIND

A patient may rescind the request for medication in accordance with this
chapter at any time and in any manner regardless of the patient’s mental state.
No prescription for medication under this chapter may be written without the
attending physician’s offering the patient an opportunity to rescind the request.

§ 5289. WAITING PERIOD

The attending physician shall write a prescription no less than 48 hours after
the last to occur of the following events:

(1) the patient’s written request for medication to hasten his or her
death;

(2) the patient’s second oral request; and

(3) the attending physician’s offering the patient an opportunity to
rescind the request.

§ 5290. MEDICAL RECORD DOCUMENTATION

(a) The following shall be documented and filed in the patient’s medical
record:

(1) The date, time, and wording of all oral requests of the patient for
medication to hasten his or her death.

(2) All written requests by a patient for medication to hasten his or her
death.

(3) The attending physician’s diagnosis, prognosis, and basis for the
determination that the patient has capacity, is acting voluntarily, and has made
an informed decision.

(4) The consulting physician’s diagnosis, prognosis, and verification,
pursuant to section 5283 of this title, that the patient has capacity, is acting
voluntarily, and has made an informed decision.

(5) If the patient was not receiving hospice services at the time of the
written request for medication, the attending physician’s attestation that the
patient received a palliative care consultation.
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(6) A report of the outcome and determinations made during any
counseling which the patient may have received.

(7) The date, time, and wording of the attending physician’s offer to the
patient to rescind the request for medication at the time of the patient’s second
oral request.

(8) A note by the attending physician indicating that all requirements
under this chapter have been satisfied and describing all of the steps taken to
carry out the request, including a notation of the medication prescribed.

(b) Medical records compiled pursuant to this chapter shall be subject to
discovery only if the court finds that the records are necessary to resolve issues
of compliance with or immunity under this chapter.

§ 5291. REPORTING REQUIREMENT

(a) The department of health shall require that any physician who writes a
prescription pursuant to this chapter file a report with the department covering
all the prerequisites for writing a prescription under this chapter. In addition,
physicians shall report the number of written requests for medication that were
received, regardless of whether a prescription was actually written in each
instance.

(b) The department of health shall review annually the medical records of
qualified patients who have hastened their deaths in accordance with this
chapter.

(c) The department of health shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 25 of
Title 3 to facilitate the collection of information regarding compliance with this
chapter. Individual medical information collected and reports filed pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section shall not be public record and shall not be made
available for inspection by the public.

(d) The department of health shall generate and make available to the
public an annual statistical report of information collected under subsections
(a) and (b) of this section. The report shall include the number of instances in
which medication was taken by a qualified patient to hasten death but failed to
have the intended effect.

§ 5292. SAFE DISPOSAL OF UNUSED MEDICATIONS

(a) The department of health shall adopt rules providing for the safe
disposal of unused medications prescribed under this chapter.

(b) Expedited rulemaking. Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 25 of
Title 3, the department of health may adopt rules under this section pursuant to
the following expedited rulemaking process:
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(1) Within 90 days after the date this act is passed, the department shall
file proposed rules with the secretary of state and the legislative committee on
administrative rules under 3 V.S.A. § 841 after publication in three daily
newspapers with the highest average circulation in the state of a notice that
lists the rules to be adopted pursuant to this process and a seven-day public
comment period following publication.

(2) The department shall file final proposed rules with the legislative
committee on administrative rules 14 days after the public comment period.

(3) The legislative committee on administrative rules shall review and
may approve or object to the final proposed rules under 3 V.S.A. § 842, except
that its action shall be completed no later than 14 days after the final proposed
rules are filed with the committee.

(4) The department may adopt a properly filed final proposed rule after
the passage of 14 days from the date of filing final proposed rules with the
legislative committee on administrative rules or after receiving notice of
approval from the committee, provided the department:

(A) has not received a notice of objection from the legislative
committee on administrative rules; or

(B) after having received a notice of objection from the committee,
has responded pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 842.

(5) Rules adopted under this section shall be effective upon being filed
with the secretary of state and shall have the full force and effect of rules
adopted pursuant to chapter 25 of Title 3. Rules filed with the secretary of
state pursuant to this section shall be deemed to be in full compliance with
3 V.S.A. § 843 and shall be accepted by the secretary of state if filed with a
certification by the secretary of human services that a rule is required to meet
the purposes of this section.

§ 5293. PROHIBITIONS; CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION

(a) No provision in a contract, will, trust, or other agreement, whether
written or oral, shall be valid to the extent the provision would affect whether a
person may make or rescind a request for medication to hasten his or her death
in accordance with this chapter.

(b) The sale, procurement, or issue of any life, health, or accident insurance
or annuity policy or the rate charged for any policy shall not be conditioned
upon or affected by the making or rescinding of a request by a person for
medication to hasten his or her death in accordance with this chapter or the act
by a qualified patient to hasten his or her death pursuant to this chapter.
Neither shall a qualified patient’s act of ingesting medication to hasten his or
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her death have an effect on a life, health, or accident insurance or annuity
policy.

§ 5294. IMMUNITIES

(a) No person shall be subject to civil or criminal liability or professional
disciplinary action for actions taken in good faith reliance on the provisions of
this chapter. This includes being present when a qualified patient takes the
prescribed medication to hasten his or her death in accordance with this
chapter.

(b) No professional organization or association or health care provider shall
subject a person to censure, discipline, suspension, loss of license, loss of
privileges, loss of membership, or other penalty for actions taken in good faith
reliance on the provisions of this chapter or refusals to act under this chapter.

(c) No provision by an attending physician of medication in good faith
reliance on the provisions of this chapter shall constitute patient neglect for any
purpose of law.

(d) No request by a patient for medication under this chapter shall provide
the sole basis for the appointment of a guardian or conservator.

(e) No health care provider shall be under any duty, whether by contract, by
statute, or by any other legal requirement, to participate in the provision to a
qualified patient of medication to hasten his or her death in accordance with
this chapter. If a health care provider is unable or unwilling to carry out a
patient’s request in accordance with this chapter and the patient transfers his or
her care to a new health care provider, the previous health care provider, upon
request, shall transfer a copy of the patient’s relevant medical records to the
new health care provider. A decision by a health care provider not to
participate in the provision of medication to a qualified patient shall not
constitute the abandonment of the patient or unprofessional conduct under
26 V.S.A. § 1354.

§ 5295. HEALTH CARE FACILITY EXCEPTION

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a health care facility may
prohibit an attending physician from writing a prescription for medication
under this chapter for a patient who is a resident in its facility and intends to
use the medication on the facility’s premises, provided the facility has notified
the attending physician in writing of its policy with regard to such
prescriptions. Notwithstanding subsection 5294(b) of this title, any health care
provider who violates a policy established by a health care facility under this
section may be subject to sanctions otherwise allowable under law or contract.

§ 5296. LIABILITIES AND PENALTIES



- 1389 -

(a) With the exception of the immunities established by section 5294 of this
title and with the exception of the provisions of section 5298 of this title,
nothing in this chapter shall be construed to limit liability for civil damages
resulting from negligent conduct or intentional misconduct by any person.

(b) With the exception of the immunities established by section 5294 of
this title and with the exception of the provisions of section 5298 of this title,
nothing in this chapter or in 13 V.S.A. § 2312 shall be construed to limit
criminal prosecution under any other provision of law.

(c) A health care provider is subject to review and disciplinary action by
the appropriate licensing entity for failing to act in accordance with this
chapter, provided such failure is not in good faith.

§ 5297. FORM OF THE WRITTEN REQUEST

A written request for medication as authorized by this chapter shall be
substantially in the following form:

REQUEST FOR MEDICATION TO HASTEN MY DEATH

I, ___________________ , am an adult of sound mind.

I am suffering from _______________, which my attending physician has
determined is a terminal disease and which has been confirmed by a consulting
physician.

I have been fully informed of my diagnosis, prognosis, the nature of
medication to be prescribed and potential associated risks, the expected result,
and the feasible end-of-life services, including comfort care, hospice care, and
pain control.

I request that my attending physician prescribe medication that will hasten
my death.

INITIAL ONE:

_____ I have informed my family or others with whom I have a significant
relationship of my decision and taken their opinions into consideration.

_____ I have decided not to inform my family or others with whom I have a
significant relationship of my decision.

_____ I have no family or others with whom I have a significant relationship to
inform of my decision.

I understand that I have the right to change my mind at any time.

I understand the full import of this request, and I expect to die when I take
the medication to be prescribed. I further understand that although most deaths
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occur within three hours, my death may take longer, and my physician has
counseled me about this possibility.

I make this request voluntarily and without reservation, and I accept full
moral responsibility for my actions.

Signed: _________________________ Dated: ____________

AFFIRMATION OF WITNESSES

We affirm that, to the best of our knowledge and belief:

(1) the person signing this request:

(A) is personally known to us or has provided proof of identity;

(B) signed this request in our presence;

(C) appears to understand the nature of the document and to be free
from duress or undue influence at the time the request was signed; and

(2) that neither of us:

(A) is under 18 years of age;

(B) is a relative (by blood, marriage, civil union, or adoption) of the
person signing this request;

(C) is the patient’s attending physician, consulting physician, or a
person who has provided counseling for the patient pursuant to section 5284 of
this title;

(D) is entitled to any portion of the person’s assets or estate upon
death; or

(E) owns, operates, or is employed at a health care facility where the
person is a patient or resident.

Witness 1/Date ______________________________________

Witness 2/Date ______________________________________

NOTE: A knowingly false affirmation by a witness may result in criminal
penalties.

§ 5298. STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to authorize a physician or any
other person to end a patient’s life by lethal injection, mercy killing, or active
euthanasia. Action taken in accordance with this chapter shall not be
considered tortious under law and shall not be construed for any purpose to
constitute suicide, assisted suicide, mercy killing, or homicide under the law.
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Third: By adding a new section to be numbered Sec. 5. to read as follows:

Sec. 5. 13 V.S.A. § 2312 is added to read:

§ 2312. VIOLATION OF PATIENT CHOICE AND CONTROL AT END OF
LIFE ACT

A person who violates chapter 113 of Title 18 with the intent to cause the
death of a patient as defined in subdivision 5280(8) of that title shall be
prosecuted under chapter 53 of this title (homicide).

Fourth: By adding a new section to be numbered Sec. 6 to read as follows:

Sec. 6. 13 V.S.A. § 2004 is added to read:

§ 2004. FALSE WITNESSING

A person who knowingly violates the requirements of 18 V.S.A. § 5281(c)
shall be imprisoned for not more than 10 years or fined not more than
$2,000.00 or both.

Fifth: By adding a new section to be numbered Sec. 7 to read as follows:

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 1 and 2 of this act and this section shall take effect on
July 1, 2012.

(b) The remaining sections of this act shall take effect on
September 1, 2012.

After passage, the title of the bill is to be amended to read:

An act relating to death with dignity and to restrictions on tanning beds.

(Committee vote: 3-2-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal for March 20, 2012, page 666.)

H. 759.

An act relating to permitting the use of secure residential recovery facilities
for continued involuntary treatment.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Ayer for the Committee on Health and Welfare.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill as follows:

First: By striking out Sec. 1 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. chapter 175 is amended to read:
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CHAPTER 175. THE BOARD OF MENTAL HEALTH

* * *

§ 7304. PERSONS NOT HOSPITALIZED OR RESIDING IN A SECURE
RESIDENTIAL RECOVERY FACILITY

The board shall have general jurisdiction of the mentally retarded and the
mentally ill who have been discharged from a hospital, secure residential
recovery facility, or training school by authority of the board. It shall also
have jurisdiction of the mentally ill and mentally retarded of the state not, who
are neither hospitalized nor residing in a secure residential recovery facility so
far as concerns their physical and mental condition and their care,
management, and medical treatment and shall make such orders therein as each
case duly brought to its attention requires.

§ 7305. POWERS OF BOARD

The board may administer oaths, summon witnesses before it in a case
under investigation, and discharge by its order, in writing, any person confined
as a patient in a hospital or in a secure residential recovery facility whom it
finds on investigation to be wrongfully hospitalized or residing in a secure
residential recovery facility or in a condition to warrant discharge. The board
shall discharge patients, not criminals, who have eloped from a hospital or
secure residential recovery facility and have not been apprehended at the
expiration of six months from the time of their elopement. The board shall not
order the discharge of a patient without giving the superintendent of the
hospital or secure residential recovery facility an opportunity to be heard.

§ 7309. REFERRALS FROM GOVERNOR

The governor may refer the case of a patient in a hospital or secure
residential recovery facility to the board for its investigation. The board shall
investigate the case and by its order grant such relief as each case requires. If
the board is without power to grant the necessary relief it shall cause
proceedings to be commenced in a court of competent jurisdiction at the
expense of the state, in order to obtain the necessary relief and promote the
ends of justice and humanity.

§ 7310. PETITION FOR INQUIRY

The attorney or guardian of a patient or any other interested party may
apply to the board to inquire into the treatment and hospitalization or
placement at a secure residential recovery facility of a patient, and the board
shall take appropriate action upon the application.

§ 7311. INVESTIGATION
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If, in the judgment of the board, an investigation is necessary, it shall
appoint a time and place for hearing and give the patient’s attorney, guardian
and spouse, parent or adult child or interested party, if any, in that order, and
the head of the hospital or secure residential recovery facility reasonable notice
thereof. At the time appointed it shall conduct a hearing and make any lawful
order the case requires.

* * *

§ 7313. BOARD SHALL VISIT INSTITUTION

The board shall ascertain by examination and inquiry whether the laws
relating to individuals in custody or control are properly observed and may use
all necessary means to collect all desired information. It shall carefully inspect
every part of the hospital, secure residential recovery facility, or training
school visited with reference to its cleanliness and sanitary condition,
determine the number of patients or students in seclusion or restraint, the diet
of the patients or students and any other matters which it considers material. It
shall offer to every patient or student an opportunity for an interview with its
visiting members or agents, and shall investigate those cases which in its
judgment require special investigation, and particularly shall ascertain whether
any individuals are retained at any hospital, secure residential recovery facility,
or training school who ought to be discharged.

* * *

§ 7315. DEFINITION

As used is this chapter, the term “secure residential recovery facility” shall
be defined as in subsection 7620(e) of this title.

Second: In Sec. 3, 18 V.S.A. § 7620, subsection (e), by striking out
“§ 7102(11)” and inserting in lieu thereof § 7102

(Committee vote: 3-0-2)

(For House amendments, see House Journal for March 20, 2012, page 761.)

H. 770.

An act relating to the state’s transportation program.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Mazza for the Committee on Transportation.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM
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(a) The state’s proposed fiscal year 2013 transportation program appended
to the agency of transportation’s proposed fiscal year 2013 budget, as amended
by this act, is adopted to the extent federal, state, and local funds are available.

(b) As used in this act, unless otherwise indicated:

(1) “Agency” means the agency of transportation.

(2) “Secretary” means the secretary of transportation.

(3) The table heading “As Proposed” means the transportation program
referenced in subsection (a) of this section; the table heading “As Amended”
means the amendments as made by this act; the table heading “Change” means
the difference obtained by subtracting the “As Proposed” figure from the “As
Amended” figure; and the term “change” or “changes” in the text refers to the
project- and program-specific amendments, the aggregate sum of which equals
the net “Change” in the applicable table heading.

(4) “TIB funds” or “TIB” refers to monies deposited in the
transportation infrastructure bond fund in accordance with 19 V.S.A. § 11f.

* * * Program Development Funding Sources * * *

Sec. 2. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT – FUNDING

Spending authority in program development is modified as follows:

(1) Among eligible projects selected in the secretary’s discretion, the
secretary shall reduce project spending authority in the total amount of
$502,437.00 in transportation funds and $25,000.00 in federal funds, and
increase project spending authority in the total amount of $484,745.00 in TIB
funds.

* * * Program Development – Paving * * *

Sec. 3. PORTABLE HOT MIX PLANT

(a) A new project is added to the development and evaluation list of the
program development – paving program within the fiscal year 2013
transportation program for the acquisition of a portable hot mix plant.

(b) As soon as practicable, the secretary shall study the feasibility and
evaluate the costs and benefits of acquiring a portable hot mix plant, and
necessary associated equipment, for use on paving projects throughout the
state.

(c) If the secretary determines that use of a portable hot mix plant for
paving projects is feasible and that the cost savings expected to result from its
acquisition are projected to exceed the capital and operating costs of the plant,
the secretary may spend transportation funds and, if eligible for federal
funding, federal funds, totaling up to $4,000,000.00 from within the fiscal year
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2013 program development appropriation (8100001100) for acquisition of the
portable hot mix plant and necessary associated equipment, provided that such
expenditure does not delay other programmed expenditures.

(d) Prior to any acquisition under the authority of subsection (c) of this
section, the secretary shall notify the house and senate committees on
transportation if the general assembly is in session, and if not in session, the
joint transportation oversight committee, of his or her intention to take such
action.

* * * Program Development – Roadway * * *

Sec. 4. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT – ROADWAY

The following project is added to the development and evaluation list of the
program development – roadway program within the fiscal year 2012
transportation program:

CIRC Alternatives – Phase 1 Alternative Projects.

* * * Program Development – State Highway Bridge * * *

Sec. 5. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT – STATE HIGHWAY BRIDGE

(a) The STP SCTT(1) – Townshend – State-owned Historic Sites – Scott
Covered Bridge project is added to the fiscal year 2013 transportation program
– program development – state highway bridge development and
evaluation (D&E) list.

(b) Funds may be expended on the project as necessary from authorized
statewide – state highway bridges D&E spending, provided the expenditure
does not delay other programmed D&E expenditures.

* * * Vermont Local Roads * * *

Sec. 6. TOWN HIGHWAY VERMONT LOCAL ROADS

Authorized spending on the Vermont local roads program is amended to
read:

FY13 As Proposed As Amended Change

Grants 375,000 400,000 25,000
Total 375,000 400,000 25,000

Sources of funds
State 235,000 235,000 0
Federal 140,000 165,000 25,000
Total 375,000 400,000 25,000

* * * State Aid for Federal and Nonfederal Disasters * * *

Sec. 7. STATE AID FOR NONFEDERAL DISASTERS
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FY13 As Proposed As Amended Change

Grants 4,750,000 1,150,000 -3,600,000
Total 4,750,000 1,150,000 -3,600,000

Sources of funds
State 1,550,000 1,150,000 -400,000
Federal 3,200,000 0 -3,200,000
Total 4,750,000 1,150,000 -3,600,000

Sec. 8. STATE AID FOR FEDERAL DISASTERS

FY13 As Proposed As Amended Change

Grants 0 3,600,000 3,600,000
Total 0 3,600,000 3,600,000

Sources of funds
State 0 400,000 400,000
Federal 0 3,200,000 3,200,000
Total 0 3,600,000 3,600,000

Sec. 9. TOWN HIGHWAY STRUCTURES

Authorized spending on the town highway structures program is amended
to read:

FY13 As Proposed As Amended Change

Grants 5,833,500 6,333,500 500,000
Total 5,833,500 6,333,500 500,000

Sources of funds
State 5,833,500 6,333,500 500,000
Federal 0 0 0
Total 5,833,500 6,333,500 500,000

Sec. 10. TOWN HIGHWAY AID

Authorized spending on the town highway aid program is amended to read:

FY13 As Proposed As Amended Change

Grants 26,482,744 25,982,744 -500,000
Total 26,482,744 25,982,744 -500,000

Sources of funds
State 26,482,744 25,982,744 -500,000
Federal 0 0 0
Total 26,482,744 25,982,744 -500,000

* * * Rail * * *

Sec. 11. RAIL
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The following modifications are made to the rail program:

(1) The “Rutland–Burlington crossings project” is renamed the
“Rutland–Burlington rail and crossings project,” and the scope of the project is
amended to include the installation of continuously welded rail.

(2) Spending authority for the Pittsford Bridge 219 project (HPP
ABRB(9)) is amended to read:

FY13 As Proposed As Amended Change

PE 0 0 0
Construction 6,600,000 1,500,000 -5,100,000
Total 6,600,000 1,500,000 -5,100,000

Sources of funds
State 0 0 0
TIB 1,320,000 300,000 -1,020,000
Federal 5,280,000 1,200,000 -4,080,000
Local 0 0 0
Total 6,600,000 1,500,000 -5,100,000

(3) Spending authority for the Rutland–Burlington rail and crossings
project is amended to read:

FY13 As Proposed As Amended Change

PE 600,000 600,000 0
Construction 900,000 6,000,000 5,100,000
Total 1,500,000 6,600,000 5,100,000

Sources of funds
State 300,000 300,000 0
TIB 0 1,020,000 1,020,000
Federal 1,200,000 5,280,000 4,080,000
Local 0 0 0
Total 1,500,000 6,600,000 5,100,000

Sec. 12. RUTLAND–BURLINGTON RAIL AND CROSSINGS PROJECT

The “Rutland–Burlington rail and crossings project” is added to the fiscal
year 2012 transportation program – rail program. The project includes the
installation of continuously welded rail and the reconstruction of several
rail-highway grade crossings along the Vermont Railway line between Rutland
and Burlington.

Sec. 13. PURCHASE OF RAIL BRIDGE INSPECTION VEHICLE

(a) A new project is added to the fiscal year 2012 and 2013 transportation
program – rail programs for the purchase of a servi-lift rail bridge inspection
vehicle (“inspection vehicle”).
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(b) Notwithstanding the authorized program spending within the fiscal year
2012 and 2013 transportation program – rail programs, the secretary is
authorized to purchase an inspection vehicle using any federal grant funds
received for its purchase.

(c) If a federal grant for the purchase of the inspection vehicle is not
received or is not pending, notwithstanding the authorized project or activity
spending within the fiscal year 2012 and 2013 transportation program – rail
programs, the secretary is authorized to use up to a total of $500,000.00 in
transportation funds appropriated to the rail program for the purchase of the
inspection vehicle, provided that the purchase does not delay the work
schedule of a project or activity programmed in the fiscal year 2012 or 2013
rail programs.

(d) The agency shall promptly report any action taken under the authority
granted in subsection (b) or (c) of this section to the joint fiscal office and to
the house and senate committees on transportation when the general assembly
is in session and, when the general assembly is not in session, to the joint
transportation oversight committee.

Sec. 14. ANTICIPATION OF FEDERAL RECEIPTS – RAIL PROGRAM

As authorized by 32 V.S.A. § 510, the secretary, with the prior approval of
the commissioner of finance and management, may anticipate federal receipts
into the transportation – rail program.

* * * Transportation Buildings * * *

Sec. 15. TRANSPORTATION BUILDINGS

The following modifications are made to the transportation buildings
program:

(1) Spending authority for the Mendon District 3/Southwest Regional
Construction Office Building project is amended to read:

FY13 As Proposed As Amended Change

PE 50,000 0 -50,000
Construction 150,000 0 -150,000
Total 200,000 0 -200,000

Sources of funds
State 200,000 0 -200,000
TIB 0 0 0
Federal 0 0 0
Local 0 0 0
Total 200,000 0 -200,000
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(2) Spending authority for the Statewide – Brine-Making Facilities
project is amended to read:

FY13 As Proposed As Amended Change

PE 3,000 3,000 0
Construction 0 80,000 80,000
Total 3,000 83,000 80,000

Sources of funds
State 3,000 83,000 80,000
TIB 0 0 0
Federal 0 0 0
Local 0 0 0
Total 3,000 83,000 80,000

(3) Spending authority for the Middlebury – Design, Permit, and
Construct 1–Bay Addition project is amended to read:

FY13 As Proposed As Amended Change

PE 5,000 0 -5,000
Construction 175,000 0 -175,000
Total 180,000 0 -180,000

Sources of funds
State 180,000 0 -180,000
TIB 0 0 0
Federal 0 0 0
Local 0 0 0
Total 180,000 0 -180,000

Sec. 16. VTRANS TRAINING CENTER FACILITY; PROGRAM NAME

(1) The “VTrans Learning Campus” project within the fiscal year 2013
transportation buildings program is renamed the “VTrans Training Center”
project, and the scope of the project is amended to read, “Renovation of
existing materials & research building for use by the VTrans Training Center
and the traffic research section.”

(2) The agency shall rename the VTrans Learning Campus program to
be the VTrans Training Center program.

* * * Public Transit * * *

Sec. 17. PUBLIC TRANSIT

The scope of the Public Transit – Statewide Capital project is amended to
include the construction of transit facilities.

Sec. 18. 24 V.S.A. § 5094 is added to read:
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§ 5094. POWERS OF SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

On behalf of the state and to carry out the purposes of this chapter and
19 V.S.A. § 10f, the secretary of transportation may:

(1) Execute and file an application with the Federal Transit
Administration for federal assistance authorized by Titles 23 and 49 of the
United States Code or other federal law.

(2) Execute and file certifications, assurances, or other documents the
Federal Transit Administration may require before awarding a federal
assistance grant or cooperative agreement.

(3) Execute grant and cooperative agreements with the Federal Transit
Administration.

* * * Fiscal Year 2013 Transportation Infrastructure Bonds * * *

Sec. 19. AUTHORITY TO ISSUE TRANSPORTATION
INFRASTRUCTURE BONDS

Pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 972, the state treasurer is authorized to issue
transportation infrastructure bonds up to a total amount of $11,500,000.00 for
the purpose of funding:

(1) the spending authorized in Sec. 20 of this act;

(2) a debt service reserve to support the successful issuance of
transportation infrastructure bonds; and

(3) the cost of preparing, issuing, and marketing the bonds as authorized
under 32 V.S.A. § 975.

Sec. 20. TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE BONDS; SPENDING
AUTHORITY

The amount of $10,000,000.00 from the issuance of transportation
infrastructure bonds is authorized for expenditure in fiscal year 2013 on
eligible projects as defined in 32 V.S.A. § 972(d) in the state’s fiscal year 2013
transportation program as follows:

(1) $9,000,000.00 on projects in program development.

(2) $1,000,000.00 on projects in the town highway bridge program.

* * * Agency of Transportation Positions * * *

Sec. 21. AGENCY OF TRANSPORTATION POSITIONS

(a) The agency may establish 17 new limited service positions related to
the response to Tropical Storm Irene and the spring 2011 flooding. This
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authority shall expire on June 30, 2014, and the positions shall terminate by
June 30, 2014.

(b) The establishment of three new permanent classified positions is
authorized in the agency of transportation – rail program.

(c) The establishment of three new permanent classified positions is
authorized in the agency of transportation – program development program.

(d) The positions authorized in this section are not subject to the restriction
in Sec. A.108 of No. 63 of the Acts of 2011, and are in addition to the
positions authorized in Sec. 87(e) of No. 75 of the Acts of the 2011 Adj. Sess.
(2012).

* * * Central Garage * * *

Sec. 22. TRANSFER TO CENTRAL GARAGE FUND

Notwithstanding 19 V.S.A. § 13(c), in fiscal year 2013, the amount of
$1,120,000.00 is transferred from the transportation fund to the central garage
fund created in 19 V.S.A. § 13.

* * * Relinquishment of State Highway Segment to Municipal Control * * *

Sec. 23. RELINQUISHMENT OF VERMONT ROUTE 207 EXTENSION IN
THE TOWN OF ST. ALBANS

(a) Pursuant to 19 V.S.A. § 15(2), the general assembly approves the
secretary of transportation to enter into an agreement with the town of
St. Albans to relinquish to the town’s jurisdiction a segment of state highway
right-of-way in the town of St. Albans which has not been constructed to be a
traveled road, and which was to be known as the Vermont Route 207
Extension. This authority shall expire on June 30, 2022. The segment
authorized to be relinquished measures approximately 1.7 acres, is
approximately 160 feet in width, and starts at a point 200 feet west of the
intersection of the U.S. Route 7/Vermont Route 207 centerline of highway
project S0297(2), and continues westerly for 463 feet.

(b) Following relinquishment, the former state highway segment shall
become a town highway and shall retain its limited access designation under
19 V.S.A. chapter 17 (limited access facilities).

(c) Following relinquishment, the state of Vermont shall retain ownership
of the underlying fee interest in the former state highway segment. The town
of St. Albans shall not sell or abandon any portion of the relinquishment area
or allow any encroachments within the relinquishment area without the written
permission of the agency of transportation.



- 1402 -

* * * Enhancement Grant Program Priorities * * *

Sec. 24. ENHANCEMENT GRANT PROGRAM PRIORITIES

In addition to the priorities for salt and sand shed projects and bicycle or
pedestrian facility projects specified in 19 V.S.A. § 38(g), in evaluating
applications for enhancement grants in fiscal years 2013, 2014, and 2015, the
transportation enhancement grant committee shall give preferential weighting
to projects involving a municipality implementing eligible environmental
mitigation projects under a river corridor plan that has been adopted by the
agency of natural resources as part of a basin plan, under a municipal plan
adopted pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 4385, or under a mitigation plan adopted by
the municipality and approved by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency. The degree of preferential weighting afforded shall be in the
complete discretion of the transportation enhancement grant committee.

* * * State Aid for Town Highways * * *

Sec. 25. 19 V.S.A. § 306(e) and (f) are amended to read:

(e) State aid for town highway structures.

(1) There shall be an annual appropriation for grants to municipalities
for maintenance, (including actions to extend life expectancy,) and for
construction of bridges, and culverts, and; for maintenance and construction of
other structures, including causeways and retaining walls, intended to preserve
the integrity of the traveled portion of class 1, 2, and 3 town highways; and for
alternatives that eliminate the need for a bridge, culvert, or other structure,
such as the construction or reconstruction of a highway, the purchase of parcels
of land that would be landlocked by closure of a bridge, the payment of
damages for loss of highway access, and the substitution of other means
of access.

(2) Each fiscal year, the agency shall approve qualifying projects with a
total estimated state share cost of $5,833,500.00 at a minimum as new grants.
The agency’s proposed appropriation for the program shall take into account
the estimated amount of qualifying invoices submitted to the agency with
respect to project grants approved in prior years but not yet completed as well
as with respect to new project grants to be approved in the fiscal year. In a
given fiscal year, should expenditures in the town highway structures program
exceed the amount appropriated, the agency shall advise the governor of the
need to request a supplemental appropriation from the general assembly to
fund the additional project cost, provided that the agency has previously
committed to completing those projects.
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(3) Funds received as grants for state aid for town highway structures
may be used by a municipality to satisfy a portion of the matching
requirements for federal earmarks, subject to subsection 309b(c) of this title.

(f) [Deleted.] State aid for federal disasters.

(1) Towns receiving assistance under the Federal Highway
Administration’s emergency relief program for federal-aid highways shall be
eligible for state aid when a nonfederal match is required. Eligibility for aid
under this subsection shall be subject to the following criteria:

(A) Towns shall be responsible for up to 10 percent of the total
eligible project costs.

(B) For towns that have adopted road and bridge standards, eligibility
for reimbursement for repair or replacement of infrastructure shall be to those
standards. For towns that have not adopted these standards, eligibility for
reimbursement for repair or replacement of infrastructure shall be limited to
the specifications of the infrastructure that preexisted the emergency event;
however, the repair or replacement shall be to standards approved by the
agency.

(C) Such additional criteria as may be adopted by the agency through
rulemaking under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25.

(2) Notwithstanding 32 V.S.A. § 706 and the limits on authorized
program spending in an approved transportation program, the secretary may
transfer appropriations between the program created in this subsection and the
state aid for nonfederal disasters program created in subsection (d) of this
section.

* * * Town Highway Bridges; Local Match * * *

Sec. 26. 19 V.S.A. § 309a is amended to read:

§ 309a. LOCAL HIGHWAY WORK; UNIFORM LOCAL SHARE;
EXCEPTIONS

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) or (c) of this section or in sections
309b and 309c of this title, in any case of highway or bridge construction in
which a federal/state/local or state/local funding match is authorized, the
municipality’s share shall be ten percent of the project costs.

(b) This section shall not apply to:

(1) any project phase, preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition
or construction, which was included in the transportation construction program
submitted by the agency in February 1987 and approved by the general
assembly in Act No. 91 of the Acts of 1987 any bridge replacement project in
the town highway bridge program during the construction of which the
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municipality closes the bridge and does not construct a temporary bridge for
the duration of the project, in which event the local match shall cover five
percent of the project costs; or

(2) any project phase for which a municipality already has provided for
payment of its share by issuing bonds or funding a reserve established under a
capital improvement plan; or

(3) any project on a town highway for which the general assembly has
authorized a different federal/state/local funding match; and any project which
serves an “economic growth center” as defined in 23 U.S.C. § 143, and for
which the general assembly has authorized a different federal/state/local
funding match;

(4) any project involving a bridge, including the approaches to a bridge,
that extends between this state and an adjacent state;

(5) any bridge or roadway project involving a local financial share in
which the municipality, after its review of the conceptual project plans,
chooses not to proceed with the proposed project; in such circumstances, the
agency shall pay 100 percent of the project costs incurred through the date it
receives such notification from the municipality;

(6) any project where, by the mutual agreement of the municipality and
agency, rehabilitation of an existing bridge is the preferred alternative, in
which case the agency shall use the appropriate combination of state and
federal funding to pay either 95 percent of the cost of rehabilitation, or
97.5 percent if the municipality closes the bridge and does not construct a
temporary bridge for the duration of the project; or

(7) any project or portion of a project involving a structure that is part of
the historic bridge program, where the agency shall use the appropriate
combination of state and federal funding to pay 100 percent of the cost of
rehabilitation.

* * *

* * * Tendering Payment in Condemnation Matters * * *

Sec. 27. 19 V.S.A. § 512 is amended to read:

§ 512. ORDER FIXING COMPENSATION; INVERSE CONDEMNATION;
RELOCATION ASSISTANCE

(a) Within 30 days after the compensation hearing, the board shall by its
order fix the compensation to be paid to each person from whom land or rights
are taken. Within 30 days of the board’s order, the agency shall file and record
the order in the office of the clerk of the town where the land is situated,
deliver to each person a copy of that portion of the order directly affecting the
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person, and pay or tender the award to each person entitled. If an interested
person has not provided the agency identification information necessary to
process payment of the award, or if an interested person refuses an offer of
payment, payment shall be deemed to be tendered for the purposes of this
subsection when the agency pays the award into an escrow account that is
accessible by the interested person upon his or her providing any necessary
identification information. A person to whom a compensation award is paid or
tendered under this subsection may accept, retain, and dispose of the award to
his or her own use without prejudice to the person’s right of appeal, as
provided in section 513 of this title. Upon the payment or tender of the award
as above provided, the agency may proceed with the work for which the land is
taken.

* * *

* * * Van Pool Program within State Infrastructure Bank * * *

Sec. 28. REPEAL

10 V.S.A. § 280g(a)(10) and (d) (state infrastructure bank van pool loan
program) are repealed.

* * * Elimination, Modification, and Retention of Reports * * *

Sec. 29. ELIMINATION OF REPORTS

10 V.S.A. § 445(b) (report regarding expenditures and income relating to
Vermont trails system); 19 V.S.A. § 10e(c) (rail report); 19 V.S.A. § 10g(d)(1)
(analysis of state’s commitment to transportation projects); 19 V.S.A.
§ 10g(d)(2) (agency’s plan to bring resources and cost into balance); 19 V.S.A.
§ 317(f) (report regarding the classification, number, and location of historic
bridges); 32 V.S.A. § 706(4) (report of transfers of appropriations to cover
federally reimbursable construction projects); and Sec. 50 of No. 175 of the
Acts of the 2005 Adj. Sess. (2006), as amended by Sec. 61 of No. 164 of the
Acts of the 2007 Adj. Sess. (2008) (report on general condition of town assets
in the bridge and culvert database), are repealed.

Sec. 30. 19 V.S.A. § 12b(d) is amended to read:

(d)(1) In coordination with the regular meetings of the joint fiscal
committee in mid-July, mid-September, and mid-November, the secretary shall
prepare a report on the status of the state’s transportation finances and
transportation programs. If a meeting of the committee is not convened on the
scheduled dates of the joint fiscal committee meetings, the secretary in
advance shall transmit the report electronically to the joint fiscal office for
distribution to committee members. The report shall include a report on
contract bid awards versus project estimates and a detailed report on all known
or projected cost overruns, project savings, and funding availability from
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delayed projects; and the agency’s actions taken or planned to cover the cost
overruns and to reallocate the project savings and delayed project funds with
respect to:

(A) all paving projects other than statewide maintenance
programs; and

(B) all projects in the roadway, state bridge, interstate bridge, or town
bridge programs with authorized spending in the fiscal year of $500,000.00 or
more with a cost overrun equal to 20 percent or more of the authorized
spending or generating project savings or delayed project available funding
equal to 20 percent or more of the authorized spending.

(2) In addition, with respect to the July meeting of the joint fiscal
committee, the secretary’s report shall discuss the agency’s plans to adjust
spending to any changes in the consensus forecast for transportation fund
revenues. If and when applicable, the secretary shall submit electronically to
the joint fiscal office for distribution to members of the joint transportation
oversight committee a report summarizing any plans or actions taken to delay
project schedules as a result of:

(1) a generalized increase in bids relative to project estimates;

(2) changes in the consensus revenue forecast of the transportation fund
or transportation infrastructure bond fund; or

(3) changes in the availability of federal funds.

Sec. 31. 23 V.S.A. § 304b(a) is amended to read:

(a) The commissioner shall, upon application, issue conservation
registration plates for use only on vehicles registered at the pleasure car rate
and, on trucks registered for less than 26,001 pounds, and on vehicles
registered to state agencies under section 376 of this title and, but excluding
vehicles registered under the International Registration Plan. Plates so
acquired shall be mounted on the front and rear of the vehicle. The
commissioner of motor vehicles and the commissioner of fish and wildlife
shall determine the graphic design of the special plates in a manner which
serves to enhance the public awareness of the state’s interest in restoring and
protecting its wildlife and major watershed areas. The commissioner of motor
vehicles and the commissioner of fish and wildlife may alter the graphic design
of these special plates provided that plates in use at the time of a design
alteration shall remain valid subject to the operator’s payment of the annual
registration fee. Applicants shall apply on forms prescribed by the
commissioner and shall pay an initial fee of $23.00 in addition to the annual
fee for registration. In following years, in addition to the annual registration
fee, the holder of a conservation plate shall pay a renewal fee of $23.00. The
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commissioner shall may adopt rules under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to implement
the provisions of this subsection. The commissioner of motor vehicles and the
commissioner of fish and wildlife shall annually submit to the members of the
house committees on transportation and fish, wildlife and water resources, and
the members of the senate committees on transportation and natural resources
and energy a report detailing, over a three-year period, the revenue generated,
the number of new conservation plates sold and the number of renewals, and
recommendations for program enhancements.

Sec. 32. 24 V.S.A. § 5083(b) is amended to read:

(b) The public transit advisory council agency of transportation shall
annually evaluate existing services based on the goals established in subsection
(a) of this section. Proposals proposals for new public transit service shall be
evaluated submitted by providers in response to a notice of funding
availability, by examining feasibility studies submitted by providers. These
The feasibility studies shall address criteria set forth in the most recent public
transit policy plan of January 15, 2000.

Sec. 33. 19 V.S.A. § 42 is added to read:

§ 42. REPORTS PRESERVED

Notwithstanding 2 V.S.A. § 20(d), the reports or reporting requirements of
sections 7(k), 10b(d), 10c(k), 10c(l), 10g, 11f(i), 12a, 12b(d), and 38(e)(2) of
this title shall be preserved absent specific action by the general assembly
repealing the reports or reporting requirements.

Sec. 34. 24 V.S.A. § 5092 is amended to read:

§ 5092. REPORTS

The agency of transportation, in cooperation with the public transit advisory
council, shall develop an annual report of financial and performance data of all
public transit systems that receive operating subsidies in any form from the
state or federal government, including but not limited to subsidies related to the
elders and persons with disabilities transportation program for service and
capital equipment. Financial and performance data on the elders and persons
with disabilities transportation program shall be a separate category in the
report. The report shall be modeled on the Federal Transit Administration’s
national transit database program with such modifications as appropriate for
the various services and guidance found in the most current state policy plan.
The report shall describe any action taken by the agency pursuant to
contractual authority to terminate funding for routes or to request service
changes for failure to meet performance standards. The report agency shall be
available deliver the report to the general assembly by January 15 of each year.
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Notwithstanding 2 V.S.A. § 20(d), this annual report shall be produced
indefinitely absent specific action by the general assembly repealing the report.

* * * Technical Corrections * * *

Sec. 35. 5 V.S.A. § 3403 is amended to read:

§ 3403. ACQUISITION AND MODERNIZATION

(a) The agency of transportation, as agent for the state, and with the
specific prior approval of the general assembly, is authorized to acquire by
purchase or condemnation, after the approval of the Interstate Commerce
Commission Surface Transportation Board, if necessary, any portion or
portions of the line of any railroad directly affecting the state, including rails
and ties, rights-of-way, land, buildings, appurtenances, and other facilities
required for the operation of the line or to facilitate its sale or lease for
continued operation. This action may be taken in concert with another state or
states as necessary to insure continued railroad service in this state.

* * *

Sec. 36. 5 V.S.A. § 3404 is amended to read:

§ 3404. RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL

(a) All railroad operating properties within the state offered for sale by a
railroad, other than to another railroad for continued operation, shall also be
offered to the state of Vermont. The offer shall be made in writing and shall be
sent by certified mail to the agency. The offer shall include a map and a
description of the property, the price, if available, a description of the present
and past railroad use of the property, and any terms, reservations, or conditions
the railroad proposes to include as part of the sale. Within 365 days, less any
period of time that has elapsed because of the pendency of abandonment
proceedings before the Interstate Commerce Commission Surface
Transportation Board or the imposition of public use conditions under
49 U.S.C. § 10905, the agency shall accept or reject the offer. If the agency
either rejects or fails to accept the offer in a timely manner, the state’s
preferential right under this section shall terminate, but in no event shall the
railroad offer to sell the property, or any portion of it, to any other person on
terms more favorable than the final terms offered to the agency.

* * *
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* * * Copies of Municipal Reports* * *

Sec. 37. 24 V.S.A. § 1173 is amended to read:

§ 1173. TOWN OR VILLAGE REPORTS

The clerk of a municipality shall supply annually each library in such
municipality with two copies of the municipal report, upon its publication.
The clerk shall also mail to the state library two copies thereof, and one copy
each to the secretary of state, commissioner of taxes, highway board, state
board of health, commissioner for children and families, commissioner of
Vermont health access, auditor of accounts, and board of education. Officers
making these reports shall supply the clerk of the municipality with the printed
copies necessary for him or her to comply with the provisions of this section
and section 1174 of this title.

* * * Transportation Funding and Expenditures * * *

Sec. 38. TRAFFIC SAFETY ENFORCEMENT COSTS

The joint fiscal office, in consultation with the commissioner of public
safety or designee, shall analyze and estimate the costs incurred by the state in
enforcing the state’s traffic safety laws, and study how these state police costs
could be apportioned between the general fund and the transportation fund.
The joint fiscal office shall submit a report of its findings to the joint
transportation oversight committee and the joint fiscal committee prior to the
joint fiscal committee’s November 2012 meeting.

Sec. 39. ALTERNATIVE FUEL VEHICLES; USER PAY PRINCIPLE

The secretary of transportation or designee, in consultation with the
commissioner of motor vehicles, commissioner of taxes, and commissioner of
public service or their designees, shall analyze options for user fees and fee
collection mechanisms for motor vehicles that use energy sources not currently
taxed so as to contribute to the transportation fund. The secretary shall submit
a report of his or her findings, and of options for user fees and fee collection
mechanisms, to the joint transportation oversight committee and the joint fiscal
committee prior to the joint fiscal committee’s November 2012 meeting.

Sec. 40. COMMISSION ON TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

(a) Findings.

(1) Annual gasoline and diesel tax revenues are currently at the same
level generated in 1999–2000, while vehicle miles traveled and consequent
wear and tear on the state’s highway system has increased by 13.2 percent.

(2) As fuel efficiency continues to improve and vehicles using fuel
sources not taxed so as to contribute to the transportation fund become more
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common, the gap between the payments collected from system users and the
wear and tear users impose on the system will continue to grow.

(3) New revenue sources and consistent revenue streams will be needed
to sustain Vermont’s transportation infrastructure and support economic
prosperity.

(b) Composition of commission. A commission composed of three
members is established. The speaker of the house, the senate committee on
committees, and the governor shall each appoint one member as soon as
possible after the effective date of this act. The commission members shall
promptly elect a chair.

(c) Purpose and charge. The commission shall:

(1) estimate transportation and TIB fund revenues over a five-year time
horizon starting in fiscal year 2014, taking into account motor vehicle fuel
efficiency mandates and trends, and identify and analyze factors likely to
impact transportation and TIB fund revenues and transportation infrastructure
spending in the future;

(2) estimate the gap between costs and projected revenues over the
five-year time horizon (the “five-year funding gap”) based on the cost of
maintaining the state’s existing infrastructure, and under any other cost
scenario the commission deems appropriate;

(3) evaluate potential new state revenue sources and how existing state
revenue sources could optimally be modified to address the five-year and
longer term expected transportation funding gaps. The commission shall
estimate the amount of funds that would be generated from each new and
modified revenue source, and identify implementation structures,
requirements, and challenges.

(d) The commission shall deliver a written report of its findings, and of any
legislative options for consideration, to the house and senate committees on
transportation by January 15, 2013. The commission shall terminate on
January 15, 2013.

(e) Assistance. Upon the request of the commission, the agency may
contract with consultants to provide expert assistance to the commission. Any
consultant fees shall be paid out of the transportation – policy and planning
appropriation. Upon request, the commission shall receive administrative
support from the agency of transportation and assistance from the joint fiscal
office and any unit of the executive branch the commission deems appropriate.

(f) Any commission member who is not a full-time state employee shall be
entitled to compensation and reimbursement of expenses as provided in
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32 V.S.A. § 1010. Funds disbursed under this subsection shall be paid out of
the transportation – policy and planning appropriation.

* * * Vermont Strong Motor Vehicle Plates * * *

Sec. 41. VERMONT STRONG MOTOR VEHICLE PLATES

The agency is authorized to expend up to $12,000.00 from the central
garage appropriation for the purchase of Vermont Strong motor vehicle plates
for installation on agency vehicles in conformance with No. 71 of the Acts of
the 2011 Adj. Sess. (2012).

* * * Natural Gas-Powered Motor Vehicles; Tax Proceeds * * *

Sec. 42. 32 V.S.A. § 9741 is amended to read:

§ 9741. SALES NOT COVERED

Retail sales and use of the following shall be exempt from the tax on retail
sales imposed under section 9771 of this title and the use tax imposed under
section 9773 of this title.

* * *

(7) Sales of motor fuels taxed or exempted under 23 V.S.A. chapter 28
of Title 23,; provided, however, that aviation jet fuel and natural gas used to
propel a motor vehicle shall be taxed under this chapter with the proceeds to be
allocated to the transportation fund in accordance with 19 V.S.A. § 11.

* * *

Sec. 43. 19 V.S.A. § 11 is amended to read:

§ 11. TRANSPORTATION FUND

The transportation fund shall be comprised of the following:

* * *

(4) moneys received from the sales and use tax on aviation jet fuel and
on natural gas used to propel a motor vehicle under 32 V.S.A. chapter 233;

* * *

Sec. 44. 23 V.S.A. § 3101 is amended to read:

§ 3101. DEFINITIONS

(a) The term “distributor” as used in this subchapter shall mean a person,
firm, or corporation who imports or causes to be imported gasoline or other
motor fuel for use, distribution, or sale within the state, or any person, firm, or
corporation who produces, refines, manufactures, or compounds gasoline or
other motor fuel within the state for use, distribution, or sale. Kerosene, diesel
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oil, and aircraft jet fuel shall not be considered to be motor fuel under this
subchapter.

(b) When a person receives motor fuel in circumstances which preclude the
collection of the tax from the distributor by reason of the provisions of the
constitution and laws of the United States, and shall thereafter sell sells or use
uses the motor fuel in the state in a manner and under circumstances as may
subject the sale to the taxing power of the state, the person shall be considered
a distributor and shall make the same reports, pay the same taxes, and be
subject to all provisions of this subchapter relating to distributors of motor
fuel.

(c)(b) “Dealer” means any person who sells or delivers motor fuel into the
fuel supply tanks of motor vehicles owned or operated by others.

(c) As used in this subchapter, “gasoline or other motor fuel” or “motor
fuel” shall not include kerosene, diesel oil, aircraft jet fuel, or natural gas in
any form.

(d) “Motor vehicle” means any self-propelled vehicle using motor fuel on
the public highways and registered or required to be registered for operation on
these highways.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 45. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. 3 (portable hot mix plant), 4 (program
development – roadway – CIRC alternatives), 11 (Rutland–Burlington rail and
crossings project), 13 (purchase of rail bridge inspection vehicle), 14
(anticipation of federal receipts – rail program), 16 (VTrans learning campus
facility), 18 (powers of secretary of transportation), 19 (authority to issue
transportation infrastructure bonds), 21 (agency of transportation positions), 25
(state aid for town highways), 37 (copies of municipal reports), 38 (traffic
safety enforcement cost study), 39 (alternative fuel vehicles; user pay study),
40 (commission on transportation funding), and 41 (Vermont Strong plates) of
this act shall take effect on passage. The authority granted by Sec. 25(f) of this
act (state aid for federal disasters) shall be retroactive to March 1, 2011.

(b) Secs. 42–44 shall take effect on July 1, 2013.

(c) All other sections of this act shall take effect on July 1, 2012.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(No House amendments.)
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Reported favorably by Senator Kitchel for the Committee on
Appropriations.

(Committee vote: 6-0-1)

AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSAL OF AMENDMENT OF THE
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION TO H. 770 TO BE OFFERED

BY SENATOR MAZZA, ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE ON
TRANSPORTATION

Senator Mazza, on behalf of the Committee on Transportation moves to
amend the proposal of amendment of the Committee on Transportation be
further amended in Sec. 4, by inserting “(a)” before the existing sentence and
by inserting a subsection (b) to read as follows:

(b) In light of the destruction caused by Tropical Storm Irene to the village
of Waterbury, and the plans to reconstruct portions of the Waterbury Complex
in the village, the agency of transportation shall review existing plans for the
Waterbury – Reconstruct Main Street project (FEGC F 013-4(13)) as soon as is
practicable:

(1) to ensure that project infrastructure will be resilient in the event of
future flooding;

(2) to ensure, if feasible, that construction of the project is coordinated
with Waterbury Complex reconstruction activities so as to minimize disruption
to and impacts on residents and road users, and to maximize potential cost
savings; and

(3) to determine whether the project plans need to be updated in light of
the damage caused by Tropical Storm Irene and the planned configuration of
the Waterbury Complex.

House Proposal of Amendment

S. 181

An act relating to school resource officers.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill as follows:

In Sec. 1, 16 V.S.A. § 1167, by striking out subsection (b) in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (b) to read:

(b) A school board or its designee may enter into a memorandum of
understanding with a law enforcement agency to define the nature and scope of
assistance that a school resource officer will provide to the school system.
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NOTICE CALENDAR

Second Reading

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment

H. 550.

An act relating to the Vermont administrative procedure act.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator White for the Committee on Government Operations.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. 3 V.S.A. § 844 is amended to read:

§ 844. EMERGENCY RULES

* * *

(d) Emergency rules adopted under this section shall include:

(1) as much of the information required for the filing of a proposed rule
as is practicable under the circumstances; and

(2) a signed and dated statement by the adopting authority explaining
the nature of the imminent peril to the public health, safety, or welfare and
approving of the contents of the rules.

(e)(1) On a majority vote of the entire committee, the committee may
object under this subsection if an emergency rule is:

(1)(A) beyond the authority of the agency;

(2)(B) contrary to the intent of the legislature;

(3)(C) arbitrary; or

(4)(D) not necessitated by an imminent peril to public health, safety,
or welfare sufficient to justify adoption of an emergency rule.

(2) When objection is made under this subsection, on majority vote of
the entire committee, the committee may file the objection in certified form
with the secretary of state. The objection shall contain a concise statement of
the committee’s reasons for its action. The secretary shall affix to each
objection a certification of its filing and as soon as practicable transmit a copy
to the agency. After a committee objection is filed with the secretary under
this subsection, to the extent that the objection covers a rule or portion of a
rule, the burden of proof thereafter shall be on the agency in any action for
judicial review or for enforcement of the rule to establish that the part objected
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to is within the authority delegated to the agency, is consistent with the intent
of the legislature, is not arbitrary, and is justified by an imminent peril to the
public health, safety, or welfare. If the agency fails to meet its burden of proof,
the court shall declare the whole or portion of the rule objected to invalid. The
failure of the committee to object to a rule is not an implied legislative
authorization of its substantive or procedural lawfulness.

(3) When the committee makes an objection to an emergency rule under
this subsection, the agency may withdraw the rule to which an objection was
made. Prior to withdrawal, the agency shall give notice to the committee of its
intent to withdraw the rule. A rule shall be withdrawn upon the filing of a
notice of withdrawal with the secretary of state and the committee. If the
emergency rule amended an existing rule, upon withdrawal of the emergency
rule, the existing rule shall revert to its original form, as though the emergency
rule had never been adopted.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2012.

(Committee vote: 4-0-1)

(For House amendments, see House Journal for March 20, 2012, page 734.)

H. 774.

An act relating to meat inspection, delivery of liquid fuels, dairy operations,
and animal foot baths.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Kittell for the Committee on Agriculture.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill as follows:

First: In Sec. 4, subsection (b) in the first sentence after the word “fuels”, by
inserting the following: sold at retail, as defined by 32 V.S.A. § 9701(5),

Second: In Sec. 9, subsection (b)(1) in the first sentence after the word “the”
and before the word “commissioner”, by inserting the following:
commissioner of the department of environmental conservation and the

(Committee vote: 3-1-1)

(No House amendments.)
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House Proposal of Amendment

S. 179

An act relating to amending perpetual conservation easements.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill as follows:

First: In Sec. 3, 10 V.S.A. § 6307 (enforcement), by striking subsection (c)
in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (c) to read:

(c) Conservation rights. The holder of conservation rights and interests
may seek injunctive relief and damages against any person who damages the
holder’s rights and interests, irrespective of whether the owner of the land is a
party to the proceeding. This subsection shall not affect any right of the owner
of the land to join or intervene in any proceeding.

Second: By striking Sec. 8 (property transfer return) in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof the following: “Sec. 8. [Deleted.]”

Third: By striking Sec. 9 (working group) in its entirety and inserting in
lieu thereof a new Sec. 9 to read:

Sec. 9. WORKING GROUP ON CONSERVATION EASEMENTS

(a) Creation of working group. There is created a working group on
perpetual conservation easements to study the issues relating to the creation of
a formal and transparent public process for the amendment of perpetual
conservation easements, the criteria for approving such amendments, and the
entity most appropriate to review and approve such amendments.

(b) Membership. The conservation easements working group (the working
group) shall be composed of the following members:

(1) The secretary of agriculture, food and markets or designee.

(2) A representative of the Vermont housing and conservation board,
designated by the board.

(3) The commissioner of forests, parks and recreation or designee.

(4) One member of the legal staff in the Vermont office of the attorney
general, designated by the attorney general.

(5) A representative of Vermont Land Trust, designated by its board.

(6) A representative of Upper Valley Land Trust, designated by its
board.

(7) A representative of the Vermont Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs,
designated by its board.
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(8) A representative of the Vermont Green Mountain Club, designated
by its board.

(9) A representative of the Vermont chapter of The Nature Conservancy,
designated by its director.

(10) A representative of a regional or local land trust in Vermont,
appointed by the governor.

(11) An attorney licensed in Vermont and practicing in or
knowledgeable about both federal tax law and real estate law, including land
conservation, appointed by the Vermont Bar Association.

(12) A representative from a farming organization who is
knowledgeable about agricultural conservation, appointed by the governor.

(13) A representative of the Vermont Association of Snow Travelers,
designated by its board;

(14) A Vermont landowner owning land subject to a conservation
easement, appointed by the governor.

(15) A representative of the Vermont natural resources board, appointed
by the board.

(16) A land surveyor licensed in Vermont, appointed by the Vermont
Society of Land Surveyors.

(c) Structure; decision-making. The working group shall elect a chair from
its membership. The provisions of 1 V.S.A. § 172 (joint authority to three or
more) shall apply to the meetings and decision-making of the working group.

(d) Issues. The working group shall:

(1) Investigate the options for approval of conservation easement
amendments contained in S.179 and H.553 of 2012, as introduced, and during
the course of consideration of those bills in the relevant standing committees of
the general assembly, including the following options:

(A) creating an easement amendment panel within the natural
resources board to provide administrative oversight and approval for the
amendment of conservation easements;

(B) requiring the housing and conservation board, in conjunction
with the agency of agriculture, food and markets, to provide administrative
oversight and approval for the amendment of conservation easement
amendments;

(C) requiring all qualified holders to individually run a transparent
public process for the approval of conservation easement amendments and to
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issue a written decision. Under this option, the working group should consider
whether the decision should be revocable or appealable, and if so, by whom;

(D) requiring all qualified holders to get court approval for
amendments that may have a significant effect on the conservation values
protected by the easement.

(2) Investigate any other options for conservation easement amendment
approval that the working group believes are relevant.

(3) Consider any other issues it identifies as relevant to the amendment
of perpetual conservation easements.

(4) Develop a proposal setting out a transparent process or processes for
the amendment of perpetual conservation easements held by land trusts, state
agencies, and other entities qualified to hold perpetual conservation easements
in Vermont.

(5) Develop proposed statutory provisions setting out criteria to be used
by an administrative body, a court, or an easement holder in approving
proposed amendments to perpetual conservation easements, which will ensure
that conservation values protected by easement are protected in perpetuity, and
that conservation easement holders in Vermont are in compliance with
federal law.

(6) Study the issue and make recommendations as to whether
conservation rights and interests should be excluded from the requirements of
27 V.S.A. § 603 concerning the re-recording of interests in land within a
40-year period.

(7) Investigate whether there is an existing online or other database
appropriate for the storage of information about conservation easements
alongside other information relevant to a specific property or parcel of land.
This database should be available to an individual completing a title search.

(e) Report. On or before January 15, 2013, the working group shall submit
to the general assembly its findings, recommendations, and proposed statutory
revisions regarding the issues identified in subsection (d) of this section. This
report shall be distributed to the house and senate committees on agriculture
and on natural resources and energy.

(f) Assistance. For the purpose of its study of the issues identified in
subsection (d) of this section and the preparation of its recommendations
pursuant to subsection (e) of this section, the working group shall have the
administrative and technical assistance of the housing and conservation board.

(g) Meetings. The member from the housing and conservation board shall
convene the first meeting of the working group no later than July 15, 2012.
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(h) Appointments. Within 30 days of the effective date of this section,
each entity required to submit a list of names to the governor pursuant to
subsection (b) of this section shall make such submission. Within 60 days of
this section’s effective date, the appointing or designating authority shall
appoint or designate each member of the working group under subsection (b)
of this section and shall report the member so appointed or designated to the
housing and conservation board.

ORDERED TO LIE

H. 412.

An act relating to harassment and bullying in educational settings.

PENDING QUESTION: Shall the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill as recommended by the Committee on Education?

CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS FOR NOTICE

S.C.R. 43-44 (For text of Resolutions, see Addendum to House Calendar for
April 12, 2012)

H.C.R. 337-352 (For text of Resolutions, see Addendum to House Calendar
for April 12, 2012)

CONFIRMATIONS

The following appointments will be considered by the Senate, as a group,
under suspension of the Rules, as moved by the President pro tempore, for
confirmation together and without debate, by consent thereby given by the
Senate. However, upon request of any senator, any appointment may be
singled out and acted upon separately by the Senate, with consideration given
to the report of the Committee to which the appointment was referred, and with
full debate; and further, all appointments for the positions of Secretaries of
Agencies, Commissioners of Departments, Judges, Magistrates, and members
of the Public Service Board shall be fully and separately acted upon.

David Luce of Waterbury Center – Member of the Community High School
of Vermont Board- By Sen. Kittell for the Committee on Education. (1/13/12)

Patrick Flood of East Calais – Commissioner of the Department of Mental
Health – By Sen. Mullin for the Committee on Health and Welfare. (2/8/12)

John Snow of Charlotte – Member of the Vermont Economic Development
Authority – By Sen. Fox for the Committee on Finance. (2/8/12)

Martin Maley of Colchester – Superior Court Judge – By Sen. Sears for the
Committee on Judiciary. (2/9/12)

Alison Arms of South Burlington – Superior Court Judge – By Sen.
Snelli8lng for the Committee on Judiciary. (2/16/12)
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Robert Bishop of St. Johnsbury – Member of the State Infrastructure Bank
Board – By Sen. MacDonald for the Committee on Finance. (2/21/12)

John Valente of Rutland – Member of the Vermont Municipal Bond Bank –
By Sen. McCormack for the Committee on Finance. (2/21/12)

James Volz of Plainfield – Chair of the Public Service Board – By Sen.
Cummings for the Committee on Finance. (2/21/12)

Ed Amidon of Charlotte – Member of the Valuation Appeals Board – By
Sen. Ashe for the Committee on Finance. (2/21/12)

PUBLIC HEARING

Thursday, April 12, 2012 – Room 11 – 6:30-8:30 P.M. – Re: H. 722 -
Labeling of Food Produced with Genetic Engineering – House Committee on
Agriculture.

JOINT FISCAL COMMITTEE INFORMATION NOTICE

The following items were recently received by the Joint Fiscal Committee:

JFO #2559 – $503,055 grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, passing
through six Vermont farms, to the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets. This grant will be used to purchase water quality monitoring
equipment for use in evaluating the effectiveness of agricultural best
management practices for controlling runoff.

JFO #2560 – $350,000 grant from the Lake Champlain Basin Program to the
Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets. This grant will be used as
matching funds for the water quality monitoring program to evaluate the
effectiveness of agricultural best management practices for controlling runoff.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

S.C.R. 44

By Senator Mullin,

By Representatives Mock of Bennington and Lewis of Derby,

S.C.R. 43. Senate concurrent resolution designating May 2012 as Lupus
Awareness Month in Vermont.

Whereas, the Lupus Foundation of America designates May as National
Lupus Awareness Month to show support for the estimated 1.5 million
Americans who have lupus, and

Whereas, lupus is an acute and chronic autoimmune disease in which the
immune system is unbalanced, causing inflammation and tissue damage to
virtually every organ system in the body, and
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Whereas, lupus can affect any part of the body, including the skin, lungs,
heart, kidneys, and brain and can cause seizures, strokes, heart attacks,
miscarriages, and organ failure, and

Whereas, although lupus strikes mostly women of childbearing age, no one
is immune from lupus, and African Americans, Hispanics, Asians, and Native
Americans are two to three times more likely to develop lupus, a disparity that
remains unexplained, and

Whereas, lupus can be particularly difficult to diagnose because its
symptoms are similar to those of many other illnesses, and major gaps exist in
understanding the causes and consequences of lupus; more than one-half of all
people with lupus take four or more years and visit three or more doctors
before obtaining a correct diagnosis, and

Whereas, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has not approved a new
drug for lupus in 50 years, and current treatments for the disease can have
damaging side-effects, and

Whereas, roughly 3,090 Vermonters are affected by lupus, now
therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly designates May 2012 as Lupus Awareness
Month in Vermont, and be it further

Resolved: That the General Assembly recognizes the importance of lupus
education and research, and be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this
resolution to the Vermont Chapter of the Lupus Foundation of America.

S.C.R. 45

By Senators Kitchel and Benning,

By Representatives Crawford of Burke, Larocque of Barnet, Lawrence of
Lyndon, Reis of St. Johnsbury and Toll of Danville.

S.C.R. 44. Senate concurrent resolution congratulating Robert Swartz on
being named the 2012 Northeast Kingdom Chamber Citizen of the Year.

Whereas, the Northeast Kingdom Chamber of Commerce proudly presents
its annual Citizen of the Year award “to a Northeast Kingdom resident who has
demonstrated outstanding leadership and extensive community involvement
beyond the candidate’s normal occupation,” and

Whereas, the 2012 winner of this accolade is Robert Swartz, who for 27
years was a faculty member at St. Johnsbury Academy, taught English,
assisted in the establishment of the academy’s English as a second language
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program and its international club, and was a leader in the creation of a
technical writing curriculum, and

Whereas, since 1997, he has served as the education resource coordinator
for the Northeastern Vermont Area Health Education Center, and

Whereas, during his more than four decades of residence in the Northeast
Kingdom, Bob Swartz has been associated with many civic and community
institutions, including the Danville school board; Green Mountain United Way;
North Congregational Church, where he has served as moderator, deacon,
executive council member, and founding member of its archives committee;
the Northeast Vermont Regional Hospital, where he has served as a corporator;
the Osher Lifelong Learning Lecture Series; and several St. Johnsbury town
committees, especially those focused on design and planning, and

Whereas, he chaired the Northern Counties Health Care Board as it decided
to merge with Caledonia Home Health Care, and

Whereas, above all of these praiseworthy endeavors, Bob Swartz is perhaps
most closely associated with the Catamount Arts Center, where his dedication
and leadership have been critical to the organization’s growth, and

Whereas, Bob Swartz presided over the center’s board during the
organization’s move to a building on Eastern Avenue in St. Johnsbury and
during the subsequent capital fundraising campaign to properly outfit and
support this new arts facility, and

Whereas, 16 of his fellow Catamount Arts Center board members
enthusiastically endorsed the nomination of Bob Swartz for the 2012 Citizen of
the Year Award, a recommendation with which the award’s selection
committee concurred, now therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly congratulates Robert Swartz on being named
the 2012 Northeast Kingdom Chamber Citizen of the Year, and be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this
resolution to Bob Swartz in St. Johnsbury.


