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ORDERSOF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Second Reading
Favorable
S. 129.

An act relating to recognition of the Koasek Abenaki of the Koas as a
Native American Indian tribe.

Reported favorably by Senator Ashe for the Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment
S. 189.
An act relating to expanding confidentiality of cases accepted by the court
diversion project.
Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Snelling for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 3V.SA. §164(c)(1) isamended to read:

(c) All adult court diversion projects receiving financial assistance from the
attorney general shall adhere to the following provisions:

(1) The diversion project shal accept only persons against whom
charges have been filed and the court has found probable cause, but are not yet
adjudicated. The state' s attorney shall notify, in writing, the diversion program
and the court of his or her intention to refer the person to diversion. If the
prosecuting attorney refers a case to diversion, the irtermation-and-affidavit
files held by the court, the state’s attorney, and the law enforcement agency
related to the charges shall be confidential and shall remain confidential unless:

(A) the board declines to accept the case;
(B) the person declines to participate in diversion; er

(C) the board accepts the case, but the person does not successfully
complete diversion;
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(D) the state’s attorney recalls the referral to diversion.
Sec. 2. 3V.S.A. §164ais added to read:
8 164a. RESTITUTION

A diversion program may refer an individual who has suffered a pecuniary
loss as a direct result of a delinquent act or crime alleged to have been
committed by ajuvenile or adult accepted to its program to the restitution unit
established by 13 V.S.A. 8 5362 for the purpose of application for an advance
payment pursuant to 13 V.S.A. § 5363(d)(1). The restitution unit may enter
into a repayment contract with a juvenile or adult accepted into diversion and
shall have the authority to bring a civil action to enforce the repayment
contract in the event that the juvenile or adult defaults in performing the terms
of the contract.

(b) The restitution unit and the diversion program shall develop a process
for documenting victim loss, information sharing between the unit and
diversion programs regarding the amount of restitution paid by the unit and
diversion participants contractual agreements to reimburse the unit, transmittal
of payments from participants to the unit, and maintenance of the
confidentiality of diversion information.

Sec. 3. 13V.SA. 8§ 5362 isamended to read:
8§5362. RESTITUTION UNIT

* * *

(c) Therestitution unit shall have the authority to:

* * %

(7) Enter into arepayment contract with ajuvenile or adult accepted into
a diversion program and to bring a civil action to enforce the contract when a
diversion program has referred an individual pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 164a.

Sec. 4. 13V.SA. § 5363 is amended to read:
8§5363. CRIME VICTIMS RESTITUTION SPECIAL FUND

(@) Thereis hereby established in the state treasury a fund to be known as
the crime victims' restitution special fund, to be administered by the restitution
unit established by section 5362 of this title, and from which payments may be
made to provide restitution to crime victims.

(b)(1) There shall be deposited into the fund:

(A) AIl monies collected by the restitution unit pursuant to section
7043 and subdivision 5362(c)(7) of thistitle.

- 284 -



(B) All fees imposed by the clerk of court and designated for deposit
into the fund pursuant to section 7282 of thistitle.

(C) AIll monies donated to the restitution unit or the crime victims
restitution specia fund.

(D) Such sums as may be appropriated to the fund by the generd
assembly.

* * *

(d)(1) The restitution unit is authorized to advance up to $10,000.00 to a
victim or to adeceased victim's heir or legal representative if the victim:

(A) was first ordered by the court to receive restitution on or after
July 1, 2004;

(B) iIs a natural person or the natural person’'s lega
representative; and

(C) has not been reimbursed under subdivision (2) of this subsection.

(D) isanatura person and has been referred to the restitution unit by
adiversion program pursuant to section 164a of Title 3.

* * *

Sec. 5. 13 V.SA. § 7043(n) is amended to read:

(n) After restitution is ordered and prior to sentencing, the court shall order
the offender to provide the court with full financia disclosure on a form
approved by the court administrator. The disclosure of an offender aged 18 or
older shall include copies of the offender’s most recent state and federal tax
returns. The court shall provide copies of the form and the tax returns to the
restitution unit.

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2012.
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

Reported favorably by Senator Sneling for the Committee on
Appropriations.

(Committee vote: 5-0-2)
S. 197.
An act relating to hospital-based outpatient fees.
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Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Mullin for the Committee on Health and Welfare.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. § 9458 is added to read:
§9458. HOSPITAL-ACQUIRED MEDICAL PRACTICES

(a) Beginning January 1, 2011, whenever a hospital acquires a medical
practice, the hospital shall, for a period of 30 months following the date of
acquisition, provide written notice as described in subsection (b) of this section
to each patient and prospective patient prior to performing the first outpatient
service after April 1, 2012 for which such patient or prospective patient may
incur an increased out-of -pocket expense.

(b) The written notice provided to a patient pursuant to this section shall
notify the patient that the hospital’s acquisition of the medical practice may
result in changes to the patient’s out-of-pocket expenses for an outpatient visit
or_ancillary service, including the potential for cost-sharing requirements in
excess of the typical office visit co-payment under the patient’s health

insurance plan.
Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage and shall apply to any medical practice
acquired by a hospital on or after January 1, 2011 for a period of 30 months
following the date of acquisition.

(Committee vote: 4-0-1)

NEW BUSINESS
Favorable
S. 128.

An act relating to recognition of the Missisquoi, St. Francis-Sokoki Band as
aNative American Indian tribe.

Reported favorably by Senator Illuzzi for the Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
S. 199.

An act relating to immunization exemptions and the immunization pilot
program.
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Reported favorably by Senator Mullin for the Committee on Health
and Welfare.

(Committee vote: 3-1-1)
NOTICE CALENDAR
Committee Bill for Second Reading
S. 251.

An act relating to miscellaneous amendments to laws pertaining to motor
vehicles.

By the Committee on Transportation. (Senator Westman for the
Committee)

Reported favorably by Senator Kitchel for the Committee on
Appropriations.

(Committee vote: 5-0-2)
Second Reading
Favorable
S. 147.

An act relating to granting staff of the departments of corrections and for
children and families ex officio status for the purpose of obtaining and
providing notary public services.

Reported favorably by Senator McCormack for the Committee on
Finance.

(Committee vote: 6-0-1)
Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment
S. 230.
An act relating to property and casualty insurers and electronic notices.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Brock for the Committee on Finance.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 8V.S.A. §3666 isadded to read:
8§ 3666. DELIVERY OF NOTICESBY ELECTRONIC MEANS
(a) Asused in this section:

- 287 -



(1) “Dedlivered by electronic means’ includes:

(A) ddivery to an eectronic mail address at which a party has
consented to receive notice; and

(B) posting on an el ectronic network, together with separate notice to
a party sent to the electronic mail address at which the party has consented to
receive notice of the posting.

(2) “Party” means an applicant, an insured, or a policyholder.

(b) Subject to subsection (d) of this section, any notice to a party required
under section 3880, 3881, 4224, 4225, 4712, or 4713 of thistitle may be, but is
not required to be delivered by electronic means provided the process used to
obtain consent of the party to have notice delivered by electronic means meets
the requirements of 9V.SA. chapter 20, the Uniform Electronic
Transactions Act.

(c) Ddivery of a notice pursuant to subsection (b) of this section shall be
considered equivalent to any delivery method required under section 3883,
4226, or 4714 of thistitle, including delivery by first-class mail, certified mail,
certificate of mail, or certificate of mailing.

(d) A notice may be ddlivered by electronic means by an insurer to a party
under this section if:

(1) The party has affirmatively consented to such method of delivery
and not subsequently withdrawn consent.

(2) The party, before giving consent, is provided with a clear and
conspicuous statement:

(A) informing the party of:

(i) the right of the party to have the notice provided or made
available in paper or another nonel ectronic form at no additional cost;

(ii) the right of the party to withdraw consent to have notice
delivered by e ectronic means;

(iii) whether the party’ s consent applies:

(1) only to the particular transaction as to which the notice must

be given; or
(11)_to identified categories of notices that may be delivered by
electronic means during the course of the party’ s relationship with the insurer;

(iv) how, after consent is given, the party may obtain a paper copy
of anotice delivered by €l ectronic means at no additional cost; and
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(v) the procedures the party must use to withdraw consent to have
notice delivered by electronic means and to update information needed to
contact the party electronically.

(3) The party:

(A) before giving consent, is provided with a statement of the
hardware and software reguirements for access to and retention of a notice
delivered by € ectronic means; and

(B) consents electronically or confirms consent electronicaly, in a
manner that reasonably demonstrates that the party can access information in
the electronic form that will be used for notices delivered by electronic means
as to which the party has given consent.

(4) After consent of the party is given, the insurer, in the event a change
in the hardware or software requirements needed to access or retain a notice
delivered by electronic means creates a material risk that the party will not be
able to access or retain a subseguent notice to which the consent applies:

(A) provides the party with a statement of:

(i) the revised hardware and software requirements for access to
and retention of anotice delivered by electronic means; and

(ii) a revised statement required by subdivision (2) of this
subsection; and

(B) the party affirmatively consents to continued ddlivery of notices
by electronic means.

(e) Every notice delivered pursuant to subsection (b) of this section shall
include the statement required by subdivision (d)(2) of this section. This
section does not otherwise affect the content or timing of any notice required
under chapter 105, 113, or 128 of thistitle.

(f) If aprovision of chapter 105, 113, or 128 of thistitle requiring notice to
be provided to a party expressly requires verification or acknowledgment of
receipt of the notice, the notice may be delivered by electronic means only if
the method used provides for verification or acknowledgment of receipt.
Absent acknowledgement of receipt of the initial notice on the part of the
party, the insurer shall send two subsequent notices on separate business days.

(q) The legal effectiveness, validity, or enforceability of any contract or
policy of insurance may not be made contingent upon obtaining electronic
consent or confirmation of consent of a party in accordance with subdivision
(d)(3)(B) of this section.
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(h)(1) A withdrawal of consent by a party does not affect the legal
effectiveness, validity, or enforceability of a notice delivered by electronic
means to the party before the withdrawal of consent is effective.

(2) A withdrawal of consent by a party is effective within 30 days after
receipt of the withdrawal by the insurer.

(3) Failure to comply with subdivision (d)(4) of this section shal be
treated as awithdrawal of consent for purposes of this section.

(i) A party who does not consent to delivery of notices by e ectronic means
under subsection (b) of this section, or who withdraws his or her consent, shall
not be subjected to any additional fees or costs for having notices provided or
made available in paper or another nonel ectronic form.

() This section shall not be construed to modify, limit, or supersede the
provisions of the federal Electronic Signatures in Global and National
Commerce Act, 15 U.S.C. chapter 96, relating to the use of an electronic
record to provide or make available information that is required to be provided
or made available in writing to a party.

Sec. 2. INTERPRETATION

The delivery of notice in accordance with Sec. 1 of this act is intended and
shall be construed to meet the reqguirements of state insurance requlation 78-01,
section 1, as revised.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on January 1, 2013 and apply to all policies and
certificates delivered, issued for delivery, or renewed in this state on or after
that date.

(Committee vote: 6-0-1)

S. 244,

An act relating to referral to court diversion for driving with a suspended
license.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Nitka for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. LEGISLATIVE PURPOSE

(a) The Vermont Genera Assembly established the Nonviolent
Misdemeanor Review Committee (committee) in No. 41 of the Acts of 2011,
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an act relating to effective strategies to reduce criminal recidivism, to propose
dlternatives to incarceration for nonviolent, low-risk misdemeanor offenses.
The committee began its work by looking at the most common nonviolent
misdemeanors. Driving without a license (DLS), both criminal and civil, was
cited by witnesses as a significant driver of costs to the justice system.

(b)  Currently, over 38,000 motor vehicle licenses are suspended in
Vermont. There are a number of reasons that a person’s motor vehicle
operator’s license can be suspended, including failure to pay civil fines,
accumulation of points for moving violations, failure to pay child support,
procurement of alcohol by a minor, and automatic suspensions for serious
violations such as driving while intoxicated. The majority of licenses
(60 percent) are suspended for failure to pay a traffic ticket, followed by
accumulation of points for moving violations (24 percent).

(c) The committee determined that many otherwise law-abiding citizens
become caught in a cycle of suspensions due to an inability to meet the
financial obligations of fees, fines, and subsequent increases to insurance rates.
The committee believes it is in the public interest to assist people under civil
license suspension to regain their license and avoid the spira that may
eventually result in a criminal suspension.

(d) Court diversion is an existing preadjudication option for many people
who have been charged with a crime. The diversion program offers willing
offenders the opportunity to take responsibility for their actions and make
amends to victims and the community.

Sec. 2. DIVERSION PROGRAM FOR DRIVING WITH A SUSPENDED
LICENSE

(2) The court administrator, the court diversion program, and the
department of motor vehicles shall work cooperatively in an effort to assist
Vermonters who have a suspended motor vehicle operator’s license to regain
their license through participation in the DLS diversion program, as provided
in this section.

(b)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, the court
administrator shall notify a person who has had his or her operator’s license
suspended pursuant to 23 V.S.A. 88674 or 676 that he or she is €eligible to
participate in the DLS diversion program, which is intended to assist peoplein
regaining their operator’'s license. A person shall be eligible to participate in
the DLS diversion program if the person completes all the requirements of the
underlying violation and the suspension and if, as a result, the person would
otherwise be €ligible to regain his or her license if not for unmet financial

obligations.
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(2) A person whose operator’s license is suspended for a violation of
23 V.SA. 881091(b), 1094(b), 1128(b) or (c), or 1201 or 1205 shall not be
eligible to participate in the DLS diversion program with respect to the
suspension for such violation.

(3) The notice shall provide that:
(A) The program is designed to assist the person to get his or her

driver’'slicense reinstated prior to completion of payment of any debt related to
the suspension.
(B) The person may be dligible for a reduction in the amount of the

person’s financia obligation to the state or may be permitted to establish a
reasonabl e payment plan to discharge the debt.

(C) The program is voluntary but agreeing to participate would
include certain reguirements including:

(i) _meeting with diversion staff to assess the person’s risks and to
identify factors that contributed to previous violations leading to license

suspension.

(i) completing al conditions related to the offense and indicated
by the screening process that are imposed by the diversion program.

(4) The court administrator may charge the cost of preparing and
sending the notice against revenues collected pursuant to this subsection.

(c) Upon receiving a request from a person who has been issued a notice
pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, the diversion program shall register
the person in the DLS diversion program. The program staff shall meet with
the person to assess the person’ s risks and to identify factors that contributed to
previous violations leading to license suspension. Based upon the assessment,
the program shall develop a contract with the person that may include:

(1) Adherence to a plan to pay fines and fees required to reinstate a
driver'slicense.

(2) Acquiring and showing proof of auto insurance.

(3) Performance of community service.

(4) Completion of adriving education program.

(5) Any other conditions related to the reasons for the violation that led
to license suspension.

(d) A person with fewer than five violations of 23 V.S.A. § 676 may apply
to the DLS diverson program. Upon receipt of an application and
determination of digibility, the diversion program shall send the person a
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notice to report to the diversion program. The notice to report shall provide
that the person is required to meet with diversion staff for the purposes of
assessment and to complete all conditions of the diversion contract as provided
in subsection (c) of this section.

(e) The diversion program shall notify the judicial bureau of acceptance of
aperson into the DLS diversion program and that a contract has been agreed to
by the parties. Upon approva of the contract and any related payment plan,
the judicial bureau shall notify the department of motor vehicles of compliance
with the contract and the department shall reinstate the person’'s operator’s
license provided the person remains in compliance with the diversion contract.
The department of motor vehicles may suspend a person’s license for failure to
comply with the diversion contract.

(f) The DLS diversion program shall work cooperatively with the judicia
bureau to establish a reasonable payment plan for fines and fees owed by a
person enrolled in the program. In addition to any remedies already provided,
the judicial bureau may do the following in cases involving a person enrolled
inthe DLS diversion program:

(1) Reduce the amount of fines or fees owed in exchange for community
service or education, or both, as provided in adiversion contract.

(2) Withdraw any debt placed for collection with a collection agency or
the department of taxes.

(q) The court diversion program, in cooperation with the judiciary, shall
adopt standards for operating the DLS diversion program, including
determining whether a person is in compliance with conditions as set forth in
this section. The standards shall specificaly identify circumstances, such as
additiona violations or accumulation of points, which shall require additional
contract conditions and circumstances that will result in dismissal from the
program. Such standards shall be applicable in all county diversion programs.

(h) Each participant shall pay a fee to the local adult court diversion
project. The amount of the fee shall be determined by the program using a
diding-scale fee based on financia means of the participant. The fee shall not
exceed $300.00. Notwithstanding 32 V.S.A. 8 502(a), fees collected under this
subsection shall be retained and used solely for the purpose of the DLS
diversion program.

(i)  The court administrator shall begin notification as provided in
subsection (b) by January 15, 2013, at which time the DL S diversion program
shall be operational. Priority shall be given to persons determined to be at
highest risk of acquiring acriminal DLS pursuant to 23 V.S.A. 8 674 due to an
accumulation of civil suspensions violation pursuant to 23 V.S.A. § 674.
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(1) The department of motor vehicles and the court administrator shall
coordinate a method for determining the appropriate mechanism to inform
people about the DL S diversion program.

(k) The court administrator, the director of the court diversion program,
and the commissioner of motor vehicles shall jointly report to the general
assembly on or before April 1, 2013 and again on or before January 15, 2014
on the implementation of the DLS diversion program and the advisability of
implementing the program through roadside stops for driving without alicense
and extending the program to persons who are currently prohibited from
participation pursuant to subdivision (b)(2) of this section.

Sec. 3. DLSDIVERSION SPECIAL FUND

There is established the DLS diversion program specia fund to be
administered by the attorney general. The fund shall be used to fund the
reguirements of this act. Administrative fees collected pursuant to subsection
(h) of Sec. 2 of this act shall be deposited and credited to this fund. The fund
shadl be available to the attorney general to enter into memorandums of
understanding with diversion programs to pay for contractual and operating
expenses and project-related staffing related to the implementation and
continuing operations of the DLS diversion program.

Sec. 4. Sec. 4 of No. 41 of the Acts of 2011 is amended to read:

Sec. 4. NONVIOLENT MISDEMEANOR SENTENCE REVIEW
COMMITTEE

* * %

(d) Report. By-December1-2011-the The committee shall report annualy
to the genera assembly on its findings and any recommendations for

legislative action.

() Number of meetings, term of committee; reimbursement. The
committee may meet no more than five times annually and shall cease to exist
on January 1, 2042 2014.

* % %
Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2012.
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

Reported favorably by Senator Cummings for the Committee on
Finance.

(Committee vote: 6-0-1)
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION FOR NOTICE

S.C.R. 40 (For text of Resolution, see Page 296 Senate Calendar for March 1,
2012)

CONFIRMATIONS

The following appointments will be considered by the Senate, as a group,
under suspension of the Rules, as moved by the President pro tempore, for
confirmation together and without debate, by consent thereby given by the
Senate. However, upon request of any senator, any appointment may be
singled out and acted upon separately by the Senate, with consideration given
to the report of the Committee to which the appoi ntment was referred, and with
full debate; and further, al appointments for the positions of Secretaries of
Agencies, Commissioners of Departments, Judges, Magistrates, and members
of the Public Service Board shall be fully and separately acted upon.

David Luce of Waterbury Center — Member of the Community High School
of Vermont Board- By Sen. Kittell for the Committee on Education. (1/13/12)

Patrick Hood of East Calais — Commissioner of the Department of Mental
Health — By Sen. Mullin for the Committee on Health and Welfare. (2/8/12)

John Snow of Charlotte — Member of the Vermont Economic Devel opment
Authority — By Sen. Fox for the Committee on Finance. (2/8/12)

Martin Maley of Colchester — Superior Court Judge — By Sen. Sears for the
Committee on Judiciary. (2/9/12)

Alison Arms of South Burlington — Superior Court Judge — By Sen.
Snelli8lng for the Committee on Judiciary. (2/16/12)

Robert Bishop of St. Johnsbury — Member of the State Infrastructure Bank
Board — By Sen. MacDonald for the Committee on Finance. (2/21/12)

John Vaente of Rutland — Member of the Vermont Municipal Bond Bank —
By Sen. McCormack for the Committee on Finance. (2/21/12)

James Volz of Plainfield — Chair of the Public Service Board — By Sen.
Cummings for the Committee on Finance. (2/21/12)

Ed Amidon of Charlotte — Member of the Valuation Appeals Board — By
Sen. Ashe for the Committee on Finance. (2/21/12)
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FOR INFORMATION ONLY
CROSSOVER DEADLINES

The following hill reporting deadlines are established for the 2012
session:

(1) From the standing committee of last reference (excluding the
Committees on Appropriations and Finance), all Senate bills must be reported
out of committee on or before March 16, 2012 and filed with the Secretary of
the Senate so that they may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next
legislative day.

(2) For billsreferred pursuant to Senate Rule 31, all Senate bills must
be reported out of the Committees on Appropriations and Finance on or before
March 23, 2012 and filed with the Secretary of the Senate.

(3 All bills to be referenced from the House not meeting the
respective applicable dates shall be referred to the Senate Rules Committee.

(4) These deadlines may be waived for any bill or committee only by
consent given by the Committee on Rules.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills
(Appropriations, Transportation, Capital, and Miscellaneous T axes).

Senate Concurrent Resolution for Notice
By Senators Kitchel, Benning and Westman,

By Representatives Leriche of Hardwick, Scheuermann of Stowe, Lenes of
Shelburne, Martin of Wolcott, Peltz of Woodbury, Smith of Morristown,
Strong of Albany, Toll of Danville, Young of Glover, Stevens of Waterbury
Village, and Ellis of Waterbury,

S.C.R. 40. Senate concurrent resolution congratulating Ross Connelly and
Thomas F. Kearney on their induction into the New England Newspaper Hall
of Fame.

Whereas, one of the highest forms of recognition that can be bestowed on a
journalist is induction into the New England Newspaper Hall of Fame, and in
2012, two Vermont journalists were so honored, and

Whereas, Ross Connelly, the publisher and editor of the Hardwick Gazette,
began his journalism career as a writer for the New England Patriots,
proceeded to the Reading (Massachusetts) Daily Times and Chronicle where
he was a sports reporter, wrote a column at the Holyoke Transcript-Telegram,
and was editor of the Cape Cod Chronicle, and
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Whereas, in 1986, he and his late wife, Susan Jarzyna, purchased the
Hardwick Gazette and served as copublishers, and

Whereas, in his acceptance remarks, Ross Connelly paid tribute to his wife,
who died in September 2011 after a 10-year fight with cancer and who had
worked until two weeks before her death, and

Whereas, Ross Connelly served as president of the Vermont Press
Association and the former New England Press Association and is founding
chair of the Vermont Coalition for Open Government, and

Whereas, Thomas F. Kearney spent 36 years at the Keene (New Hampshire)
Sentingl where his first assignment was as a city hall reporter before rising
through the ranks, spending 20 years as the executive editor of the Sentinal
before becoming the managing editor of the Stowe Reporter in 2005, and

Whereas, throughout his professional life as a reporter and editor,
Thomas F. Kearney has been an ardent defender of the First Amendment and a
free press, and hiswork for this valiant cause has earned him the Y ankee Quill
Award and the Nackey S. Loeb First Amendment Award, and

Whereas, Thomas F. Kearney has a well deserved reputation as a great
mentor for young journalists, as he patiently instructs them in mastering the art
as well as the techniques of journalism, and aspiring journalists are known to
seek the opportunity to polish their craft under his watchful guidance, and

Whereas, both of these gentlemen are worthy additions to the roster of the
New England Newspaper Hall of Fame, now therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly congratulates Ross Connelly and Thomas F.
Kearney on their induction into the New England Newspaper Hall of Fame,
and be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this
resolution to Ross Connelly and Thomas F. Kearney.
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