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S.99

Introduced by Committee on Agriculture

Date:

Subject: Agriculture; economic development

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to promote agricultural economic
devel opment by implementing recommendations of the Vermont sustainable

jobs fund' s farm-to-plate strategic plan and supporting policies.

act-relating-to-agr-cutiual-aconamic-davelopment-An act relating to
supporting mobile home owner ship, strengthening mobile home parks, and
preserving affordable housing.

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

ec. 1. 10V.SA. § 328 isamended to read:
§ 328. SREATION OF THE SUSTAINABLE JOBS FUND PROGRAM
-
(c)(1) Notwithstandirg the provisions of subdivision 216(14) of thistitle,
the authority may contribute nowgore than $1,000,000.00 to the capital of the
corporation formed under this section, aQd the board of directors of the

corporation formed under this section shall consist of threemembers-of-the
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(A) the secretary of commerce and community development or his or

(B)

e secretary of agriculture, food and markets or his or her

designee;

(C) the chiehexecutive officer of the Vermont economic

devel opment authority ortis or her designee; and

(D) eight indepenkot directors, no more than one of whom shall bea

state government employee or official, and who shall be selected as vacancies

occur by vote of the existing di recbsfrom alist of names offered by a

nominating committee of the board cr&ed for that purpose.

(2)(A) Each independent director shal\ serve aterm of three years or

until his or her earlier resignation.

(B) A director may be reappointed, but no\ndependent director shall

serve for more than three terms.

(3) A director of the board who is, or is appointed by\a state

government official or employee shall not be eligible to hol d% positions of

chair, vice chair, secretary, or treasurer of the board.

*

*

*
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== : B
:otwithstandi ng any other provision of law to the contrary, and

notvhhstandi ng any provision of the articles of incorporation or the bylaws of

the corporgtion:

(1) Thechair, vice chair, and secretary of the VVermont sustai nable jobs

fund board of dirégtors as of January 1, 2011 shall constitute an initial

nominating committes charged with appointing eight independent directors

who shall take office oklv 1, 2011.

(2) Theinitid nomiéinq committee shall appoint each independent

director to serve aterm of oneho, or three years. Independent director terms

shall be staggered so that the term%kno more than three members expire

during a calendar year.

(3) Theterms of the directorsin officdon the date of passage of this act

shall expireon July 1, 2011.

Sec. 3. REPEAL

Secs. G18 and G19 of No. 146 of the Acts of the 200Q Adj. Sess. (2010) are

repeal ed.

Sec. 4. Sec. G28 of No. 146 of the Acts of the 2009 Adj. Sess. \2010) is
amended to read:
Sec. G28. EFFECTIVE DATES
Secs. G1 through G28 of this act (economic development) shall take ef

upon passage—except-that-Secs—G18-and-G19-(\ermont-sustainableiobs

VT LEG 266198.7
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Sec. 5. 6 {.SA. § 20 isamended to read:
§20. VERMQNT LARGE ANIMAL VETERINARIAN EDUCATIONAL
LOAN RERAYMENT FUND
(@) Thereiscreated a specia fund to be known as the Vermont large animal
veterinarian educationa Igan repayment fund that shall be used for the purpose
of ensuring a stable and adegyate supply of large animal veterinarians

througheut in regions of the state\as determined by the secretary. The fund

shall be established and held separat®and apart from any other funds or monies
of the state and shall be used and admini§ered exclusively for the purpose of
this section. The money in the fund shall beNnvested in the same manner as

permitted for investment of funds belonging to tRe state or held in the treasury.

Sec. 6. 6 V.SA. chapter 207 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 207.
INSHTFUHONS TO-PURCHASE VERMONTPROBUCTS RROMOTION

AND MARKETING OF VERMONT FOODS AND PRODUNCTS

VT LEG 266198.7
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\(a) A good agricultural practices grant program (GAP) is established in the

agenc\of agriculture, food and markets for the purpose of providing grant

funds to alyricultural producers required to obtain GAP certification in order to

sl their pré&cts in larger retail markets.

(b) The secgw may award grants for capital upgrades that will support

Vermont agricultural Wroducers in obtaining GAP certification. The amount of

funds required by an appNcant for a GAP certification grant shall be

determined by the secretary.

Sec. 7. 6 V.S.A. §3319 isadded\o read:

§3319. SKILLED MEAT CUTTERAPPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM

(a) A skilled meat cutter apprenti célp program is established in the

agency of agriculture, food and marketsfo\he purpose of issuing a

competitively awarded grant to develop and administer either an

apprenticeship or certificate program, or both, for%e occupation of skilled

meat cutter.

(b) The secretary shall make a single grant to the successful applicant for

the creation and operation of an employment-based learning pquam with

classroom and on-the-job training components.

VT LEG 266198.7
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8 :24. LOCAL FOODS COORDINATOR

(a) \T he position of local food coordinator is established in the agency of

agriculturd, food and markets for the purpose of assisting Vermont producers

inincreasi n}ﬂueir access to commercial markets and institutions, including

schools, state ak‘muni cipa governments, and hospitals.

(b) Thelocal foods coordinator shall administer alocal foods grant

program, the purpose of which shall be to provide grants to alow Vermont

producers to increase their acgess to commercia and institutional markets.

Sec. 9. FOOD PROCESSING AWD PRODUCTION INVENTORY

(a) The agency of agriculture, fodd and markets shall prepare, or oversee

the preparation by athird party contra%x of, an inventory of existing

processing facilities and shall recommend wRere additional processing

facilities and related infrastructure may be best \gcated within the state,

specificaly accounting for anticipated trendsin f(kkproduction and supply.

(b) The agency of agriculture, food and markets §§(wbmit the inventory

and recommendati ons pursuant to this section to the house and senate

committees on agriculture on or before March 1, 2012.

Sec. 10. FARM-TO-PLATE INVESTMENT PROGRAM
IMPLEMENTATION

(2)(1) The agency of agriculture, food and markets shall coordinate wit

the Vermont sustainabl e jobs fund program established under 10 V.S.A. 8 32

VT LEG 266198.7
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Ael opment board, to implement actions necessary to fulfill the goals of the

farmxsx-pl ate investment program as established under 10 V.S.A. § 330.

(2) Yhe actions shall be guided by, but not limited to, the strategies

outlined in the\farm-to-pl ate strategic plan.

(3) The aé(lcv shall develop and maintain areport of the actions

undertaken to achi ekthe goals of the farm-to-plate investment program and

the farm-to-pl ate strategi dplan.

(b) The secretary of aq%lture, food and markets may contract with athird

party to assist the agency with imYplementation of the program, to track those

activities over time, and to develop axeport on the progress of the program.

Sec. 11. 6 V.SA. 8 4601 is amended to

§4601. VERMONT PRODUCTS

(@) Whenpurchasingagriedttural-produets; Of the total agricultural

products purchased each year by the secretary of inistration, the secretary

of buildings and general services, and any state-funded Nastitutions shall-other

agrieuiturefood-and-markets that contain at |east 50 percent local ingradients.

VT LEG 266198.7
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coNpliance would not be feasible given the quality standards established by

the ;(etarv of agriculture, food and markets.

Sec. 12. V.S.A. 8§ 544 is added to read:

§ 544. VERMONT INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

(a)(1) The department of labor shall develop and implement a statewide

Vermont internship pkogram for Vermonters who are in high school or in

college and for those Wkare recent graduates of 18 months or |less.

(2) The program shall Serve as asingle portal for coordinating and

providing funding to public and private entities for internship programs that

match Vermont employers with Stbmts from public and private secondary

schools, regional technical centers, the\qmmunitv High School of Vermont,

and colleges.

(3) Funding awarded through the VermorX internship program may be

used to administer an internship program and to pro¥ide students with a

stipend during the internship, based on need. Funds may be made only to

programs or projects that do all the following:

(A) do not replace or supplant existing positions;

(B) create real workplace expectations and conseguences,

(C) provide a process that measures progress toward mastery

skills, attitude, behavior, and sense of responsibility required for succ&sskrhat

workplace;

VT LEG 266198.7
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secondary students through work-based |earning opportunities with

Ver%nt employers that are likely to lead to real employment;

include mechanisms that promote employer involvement with

secondary akpostsecondarv students and curriculum and the delivery of

education at the participating schools;

(F) _involve XY ermont employers or interns who are Vermont

residents; and

(G) offer students axcontinuum of learning, experience, and

rel ationships with employers téwi Il makeit financially possible and

attractive for graduates to continquork and livein Vermont.

(4) For the purposes of this %c‘b\ “internship” means alearning

experience working with an employer Whé{he intern may, but does not

necessarily, receive academic credit, financi aIkmunerati on, astipend, or any

combination of these.

(b) The department of labor, in collaboration with the agency of

agriculture, food and markets, the department of education and state-funded

postsecondary educational institutions, the workforce devel op>$ent council,

and other state agencies and departments that have workforce deévpment and

training monies, shall:

(1) identify new and existing funding sources that may be all ocated

the Vermont internship program;

VT LEG 266198.7
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peXormance measures for internship programs funded through the V ermont

inte&\ip program:

(3) Wevelop or enhance awebsite that will connect students and

graduates withinternship opportunities with Vermont employers;

(4) engage\ppropriate agencies and departments of the state in the

internship program t pand internship opportunities with state government

and with entities award ate contracts; and

(5) work with otherp\hlic and private entities to develop and enhance

internship programs, opportunitids, and activities throughout the state.

Sec. 13. IMPLEMENTATION OF NHE VERMONT INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM; WORKERS CONPENSATION

(a) The state shall make available workeNs' compensation coverage to an

intern participating in the Vermont internship pregram if coverageis required

by federd or state law and the participant would not\otherwise be covered by

an employer’ s workers compensation policy.

(b) The state shall be considered a single entity solely fox purposes of

purchasing asingle workers' compensation insurance poli cv%vi ding

coverage to intern partici pants.

(c) This subsection isintended strictly to permit the state to provid

workers compensation coverage, and the state shall not be considered the

employer of an intern participant for any other purpose.

VT LEG 266198.7
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a / () A = 5/ ondaod to rondl-

f) Awards. Based on guidelines set by the council, the commissioners of

labor and of education shall jointly make awardsto the following:

* * %

(2) Vemont Internship Program. Public-andprivate entitiesfor
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ve for graduates tocontinue to-work-and-live in-ermont: Funding for

eligible internship programs and activities under the Vermont internship

program established in sectioné% of this section.

* %

Sec. 15. 6 V.S.A. chapter 213 is added t§ read:

CHAPTER 213. WEB-TO-RARM PROGRAM

§4751. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Administrator” means the person awarded aRerformance contract

by the commissioner to administer the web-to-farm progr

or

(2) “Agritourism” means any activity carried out on a&m, ranch, dairy,

vineyard that allows members of the general public, for recreatiogal,

entertainment, or educational purposes, to view, participate, or enjoy rixal or

agricultural activities, including farming, ranching, and milk production

r

ocessing and historical, cultural, or natural activities and attractions.

VT LEG 266198.7
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4) “First-in-time priority” means a preference given to businessesin

Vermorhaqriculture, agritourism, tourism, or culinary sectors that request a

web-to—farr%qtern before other similarly situated businesses.

(5) “l ntekmeans an individual who is enrolled or has recently

completed a commi ner-approved certificate or degree program related to

computer science or inbtnation technology from a V ermont postsecondary

institution and has accepte& offer from the administrator to participate in the

web-to-farm program in exchakefor payment. Anintern’'s officid title shall

be “web-to-farm consultant.”

(6) “Partner business’ means a V é&mont agriculture, agritourism,

tourism, or culinary business or a nonprofquitourism service provider that is

paired with an information technology intern %quqh the web-to-farm

rogram.

(7) “Postsecondary institution” means an acad . vocational,

technical, business, professional, or other school, col que,B\universi ty

offering education primarily to persons who have completed orerminated

their secondary education or who are beyond the age of compuls%hi agh

school attendance and who seek to attain educational, professional, or

vocational objectives.

VT LEG 266198.7
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§ 4752 WEB-TO-FARM INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

(a) Thareis hereby created the web-to-farm internship program for the dual

puUrposes ofNrovi ng the information technology capabilities of Vermont’s

agriculture-rel ated busi nesses and of fostering professiona opportunities for

reci pients of acomp science or information technology-rel ated degree or

certificate from a Vermont postsecondary institution.

(b) Studentsin their fina \year of computer science or information

technology-related study at a\kmont postsecondary institution and

individuals who received a deqree&certifi cate related to computer science or

information technology from aVermO}ﬂost%condarv institution within the

last year are eligible to apply for aweb-tokm internship.

(c) Interns shall complete one year of info%ﬁli on technoloqy-rel ated

service with one or several Vermont busi nesses engaged in agriculture,

agritourism, tourism, or culinary arts or orqanizations\povidinq servicesto

agritourism businesses for the purpose of using their comp and information

technology expertise to enhance the economic opportunities Aartner

businesses and create sustainable el ectronic resources for partner\bw' NEesses.

VT LEG 266198.7
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PROGRAM; FUNDING

(a) \T'he commissioner shall issue areguest for proposals for a program

adminis%\or and shall negotiate and award a performance contract to a

qualified pekn to administer the web-to-farm program.

(b) The admiistrator shall:

(1) create al ndcessary internship application forms and allist of

required supporting docuRaentati on;

(2) create aweb paqe\ﬁat provides information about the web-to-farm

program, including dligibility éui rements for interns and businesses, contact

information, and application proc :

(3) review al intern applications axd reguire submission of additional

documents deemed necessary;

(4) sdlect applicants that best conform to de criteria set forth in section

4754 of thistitle;

(5) establish procedures by which interns shall reseive a stipend;

(6) maintain web-to-farm parti cipant records;

(7) provide information about the program to V ermont pSstsecondary

institutions; and

(8) report annually on or before January 15 to the house and senate

committees on agriculture and on education regarding:

(A) current levelsin the information technology education fund:;

VT LEG 266198.7
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(C) the number of participating businessesin the prior fiscal year;

(D) the amount of funds awarded in the prior fiscal year;

the total funds that could potentially be distributed in the current

and next fisg\vears; and

(F) asuNmary of intern and business satisfaction with the

web-to-farm progr

(c) The Web-to-farrk(oqram shall be funded through one or more of the

following:

(1) sums appropriated or thansferred to it by the general assembly;

(2) sumstransferred from tf&ermont internship program established in

10 V.SAA. §544;

(3) sums from any other public or private source accepted for the benefit

of the program;

(4) enrollment fees not to exceed $100.00 to be paid by agriculture,

agritourism, tourism, or culinary businesses and nonpk(it service provider

organizations participating in the web-to-farm program; an

(5) any payment made by the administrator pursuant to the performance

contract awarded by the commissioner.

§4754. INTERN SELECTION; INCENTIVES

(a)(1) Up to 20 interns may be selected by the administrator to participate

in the web-to-farm program each year, as funding allows.

VT LEG 266198.7
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agNtourism service providers.

(b)\Intern selection shall be based on the following criteria

(1) Yhe applicant is astudent in the final year of study or a recent

graduate ofxpmmissi oner-approved certificate or degree program related to

computer science\r information technology from a Vermont postsecondary

institution at the timeXhe application is submitted or prior to commencing the

internship;

(2) academic performagce and competence;

(3) interest in maintai ni%\/ermont residency;

(4) interpersond communi(%\]n skills; and

(5) any other criteriaeﬂablishe&« the administrator.

()(1) Interns shall receive an annual stipend from the administrator not to

exceed $15,000.00, which may be suppl ement v independently acquired

grants. Stipend payments shall be distributed quartexly.

(2) Anintern who fails to complete the oneye%e(vice requirement

shall return all stipend payments and benefits received uré(the web-to-farm

program to the administrator within 60 days of terminating p%ki pation in the

program.
§4755. AGRITOURISM ASSISTANCE; PARTICIPATING BUSIN S

() _A business engaged in agriculture, agritourism, tourism, or culinary\arts

or anonprofit agritourism service provider shall be eligible to participate in th
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(b)(1) W businesswhich is eligible and interested in participating in the

web-to—farr%(oqram shall submit its name to the administrator dong with a

r shall maintain alist of digible and interested

businesses in consultation m\ the Vermont agriculture and culinary tourism

council and shall partner busir&swith web-to-farm interns. Pairings shall

be based on intern availability and ertise. Preference shall be given to:

(A) businessesin rural locations;

(B) businesses with ten or fewer loyees; and

(C) businesses with first-in-time priori

(c) Businesses selected pursuant to this section Skall submit an enroll ment

fee not to exceed $100.00 prior to the commencemenkki ntern services.

Sec. 16. UNIFIED REPORTING

On or before January 15, 2012, the agency of agriculture, fodd and markets

shall submit to the house and senate committees on agriculture ir& ngle

written performance report:

(1) the specific outcomes intended for each program or policy chandg of

this act;
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passage of this act; and

) recommendations for future actionsin light of performance relative

to the intended outcomes.

Sec. 17. APPROPRIATIONS

(a) The generdl assembly shall appropriate the following amounts to the

agency of aqricultur&[ood and markets to implement the provisions of this act

asfollows:

(1) For the Vermont |axge animal veterinarian educational loan

repayment fund in Sec. 5 of thgct, $50,000.00 transferred from the

department of labor to the agency of \egriculture, food and markets.

(2) For the good agricultural practices (GAP) program in Sec. 6 of this

act, $200,000.00 in capital fundsin each \Aof the two-year capital bill to

make competitive matching grants for capital upgrades necessary to achieve or

maintain GAP certification.

(3) For the skilled meat cutter apprenticeship proyram in Sec. 7 of this

act, $25,000.00 from the general fund.

(4) For thelocal foods coordinator and the local foods grent program in

Sec. 8 of this act, $125,000.00 from the general fund, not more th

$75,000.00 of which shall be used for the total annual compensation of\the

coordinator, and not less than $50,000.00 of which shall be used for the
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ét\petitive matching grants from the agency to Vermont producers.

) For the food processing and production inventory in Sec. 9 of this

act, $30,080.00 from the general fund.

(6) Forthe farm-to-plate investment program implementation in Sec. 10

of this at, $1o%o.oo from the general fund,

(7) _For the V§mont internship program in Sec. 12 of this act:

(A) Program coftsin fiscal year 2012 shall be funded through a

transfer of $350,000.00 fromthe Next Generation initiative fund established in

16 V.S.A. § 2887.

(B) Funding in subsequent \years shall be recommended

by the

department of labor, in collaboration vm the agency of agriculture, food and

markets, the department of education and state-funded postsecondary

educational institutions, the workforce devel opxsent council, and other state

agencies and departments that have workforce de%vpment and training

monies.

(b) The genera assembly shall appropriate from the g a fund the

following amounts for the purposes indicated:

(1) $75,000.00 to the agency of agriculture, food and mark

for

competitive matching grants for the farm-to-school program establishein

6 V.SA.84721.
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facility capacaL.

(3) $25,00h7’1qthe agency of agriculture, food and markets for travel

funds for agency personnel tO\articipate in the legidative process for the

federal farm bill.

(4) $18,900.00 to the department for children and families to sustain and

expand wireless electronic bank transfer (EBT) accedsat Vermont farmers

markets.
Sec. 18. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on bassage

. 1. FINDINGSAND PURPOSE
Thdgeneral assembly finds:

(1) e damage resulting throughout Vermont from both the 2011
spring floodi rh\%iefrom Tropical Sorm Irene had a devastating impact in
many areas on mo homes and mobile home parks.

(2) Given that Me homes represent one of few available affordable
housing options in the state,\tb@e storms caused significant hardship for many
lower and middle income Vaﬁmnters whose homes were damaged or

destroyed.

(3) _Although the local, state, an eral housing and disaster relief
officials have worked cooperatively throughdyt the recovery, questions on
authority to issue condemnation |etters to homeo\qers who could then apply
for FEMA assistance may have cost some homeov%s(s the opportunity for
significant federal reimbursement for their destroyed ho

(4) Given the economic costs endured by mobile h%sowners, it is
appropriate at this time to exempt the purchase of mobile homes\ﬁgom sales
and use tax, local option sales tax, and property transfer tax when suc%homes
are purchased to replace homes destroyed by recent flooding and nam
disagters
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NESE dlsasters |t is apparent that moblle home owners and mob||e home park

oWgers face unique economic pressures, and more assistance should be
focuNed to facilitate the availability and ownership of modern, safe, mobile
homeS\and the availability of suitable lots, and to facilitate the sale of parks to
resident\_or nonprofit entities in order to preserve affordability and
availabilid of housing.

(6) It\(s the purpose of this act to focus state, municipal, and private
I €SOUr Ces on %isti ng mobile home owners recovering from the storms, and on
ensuring that in\the long term, Vermonters have an adequate supply of safe,
affordable housint\

Sec. 2. 10 V.SA. chagter 153 is amended to read:
CHARTER 153. MOBILE HOME PARKS
§6201. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter, u

the context requires otherwise:
(1) “Mobile home” meany

(A) a structure or t of manufactured home, including the
plumbing, heating, air-conditioning\and electrical systems contained in the
structure, that is:

B)(iv)(1) at least eight feet wide or, 40 feet
at least 320 square feet; or

ents of this
subdivision (1) except for the size requirements, and which the
manufacturer voluntarily files a certification required by the U.S\Department

hemes-established under—section-6202 of thistitle. [ Repealed.
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* k%

(8) “Department” means the department—of-housing—and-community

department of economic, housing and community devel opment.

) “Good faith” means honesty in fact and the observance of
le standards and fair dealing, such that each party shall respond
promptly §nd fairly to offers from the other party.

(20 J “Lot rent” means a charge assessed on a mobile home
park resident Yor the occupancy of a mobile home lot, but does not include
charges permi ttéd under section 6238 of thistitle.

(11) “Cornmissioner” means the commissioner of heusiig—and
community-affairs ecynomic, housing and community devel opment.

§6231. RULES
(a) [Deleted]

(b) The department may ad
6236-6243 of thistitle chapter.

(c) A mobile home park that h
this title and reduced to no more t
required, if the number of occupied | lots subsequently is increased to
mor e than two, to obtain all state land u d environmental permits required
for a mobile home park that has been estaNished or expanded after May 31,
1970.

§6236. LEASE TERMS MOBILE HOME PAR

t rules to carry out the provisions ef-sections

een closed pursuant to section 6237a of
two occupied leased lots, shall be

(3) Notice that the park owner shall not discrimiNate for reasons of
race, religious creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, gend
status, handicap disability, e national origin, or because

recipient of public assistance.

(4) Notice that the park owner shall not discriminate b
the presence of one or more minor children in the household,
permitted under 9 V.SA. § 4503(b) and (c). If age restrictions exist iNall or
part of a park, the specific restrictions and geographic sections in Whi
restrictions apply shall be documented in the lease.

* % %
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(a) A leaseholder may be evicted only for nonpayment of rent or for a
subgtantial violation of the lease terms of the mobile home park, or if thereisa
in use of the park land or parts thereof or a termination of the mobile
k, and only in accordance with the following procedure:

* % %

nonpayment o rent, will be insufficient to support a judgment of eviction
ing is commenced within 60 days of the last alleged
violation. A subNantial violation of the lease terms based upon criminal
activity will be inqyfficient to support a judgment of eviction unless the
proceeding is commeNged no later than 60 days after arraignment.

(b) Prior to issuing a clo
section, a park owner shall first
owner-s issue a notice of intent to
title that discloses the potential clo
owner sends a notice of closure to ther
providing the mobile home owners with
section 6242 that discloses the potential
owner must retain ownership of the land
closure notice was provided. If required, the\park owner shall record the
notice of the five-year restriction in the land regords of the municipality in
which the park is located. The park owner may apNy to the commissioner for
relief from the notice and holding requirements & this subsection if the
commissioner determines that strict compliance is \kely to cause undue
hardship to the park owner or the leaseholders, or both. Niisrelief shall not be
unreasonably withheld.

e notice pursuant to subsection (a) of this

| in accordance with section 6242 of this
e of the park. However, if the park
idents and leaseholders without first
notice of sate intent to sell under
sure of the park, then the park
five years after the date the

of thistitle shall not give notice of closure until after:
(1) At least 45 days after giving notice of intent to sell.

90-day 120-day negotiation period provided in subdivision 6242(c)(1) of
title.
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* k%

242. MOBILE HOME OWNERS RIGHT TO NOTIFICATION PRIOR TO
PARK SALE

(a)\Content of notice. A park owner shall give to each mobile home owner
and to\the commissioner of the department of economic, housing and
community affairs devel opment notice by certified mail of his or her intention
to sell the Mgbile home park. Nothing herein shall be construed to restrict the
price at whicN the park owner offers the park for sale. The notice shall state
all the followinty

(1) That th

(2) The price,Xerms, and conditions under which the park owner offers
the park for sale.

(3) A list of the
leaseholds held by each.

(4) The status of comgd
permits, to the park owner’
noncompliance.

(5) That for 45 days followind\the notice the park owner shall not make
a final unconditional acceptance of aN offer to purchase the park and that if
within the 45 days the park owner receiZgs notice pursuant to subsection (c) of
this section that a majority of the mobiée home owners intend to consider
purchase of the park, the park owner shaN not make a final unconditional
acceptance of an offer to purchase the park\jor an additional 96 120 days,
starting from the 46th day following noticd, except one from a group
representing a majority of the mobile home Oywners or from a nonprofit
cor poration approved by a majority of the mobile hixne owners.

(b) Resident intent to negotiate; timetable. The ngbile home owners shall
have 45 days following notice under subsection (a) of INs section in which to
determine whether they intend to consider purchase of\he park through a
group representing a majority of the mobile home own&s or a nonprofit
corporation approved by a majority of the mobile home owneNs. A majority of
the mobile home owners shall be determined by one vote per lexsehold and no
mobile home owner shall have more than three votes or 30 p§cent of the
aggregate park vote, whichever is less. During this 45-day perioy, the park
owner shall not accept a final unconditional offer to purchase the par

park owner intends to sell the park.

affected mobile home owners and the number of

(ance with applicable statutes, regulations and
best knowledge, and the reasons for any

(c) Response to notice; required action. If the park owner recel\es no
notice from the mobile home owners during the 45-day period or if the mi
home owners notify the park owner that they do not intend to consid
purchase of the park, the park owner has no further restrictions regarding sal§
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Not accept a final unconditional offer to purchase from a party other
olders for 906 120 days following the 45-day period, a total of 135
|owing the notice from the leaseholders.

mobile home ow

ompliance—with—either—of the XgHowing A notice of intent to sall issued
pursuant to subsection (a) of this saction shall be valid for a period of one year
from the expiration of the 45-day peNod following the date of the notice, and a
new notice shall not be required underubsection () if:

(1) The park owner completes a {le of the park within one year from
the expiration of the 45-day period followirg the date of the notice and the sale
priceis either of the following:

(A) No tessthan more than five percerX below the price for which the
park was offered for sale pursuant to subsection Ax(j this section.

(B) SubstantiaHy-higher than More than fiNe percent above the final
written offer from a group representing a majority of Yae mobile home owners
or a nonprofit corporation approved by a majority of th bile home owners.

(2) The park owner has not completed a sale of the park but has entered
into a binding purchase and sale agreement with a grodpQ representing a
majority of the mobile home owners or a nonprofit corporatioN approved by a
majority of the mobile home owners wi |
from within one year from the expiration of the 45-day period
date of the notice.

lowing the

§6245. ILLEGAL EVICTIONS
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N QUK Al o _diro o a¥a 2 ha

Iterruption or termination of any utility service to a mobile home except for
eRporary interruptions for necessary repairs.

(b\ No park owner may directly or indirectly deny a leaseholder access to
and possession of a—mebie-heme the leaseholder’s leased premises, except
through poper judicial process.

(c) No park owner may directly or indirectly deny a leaseholder access to
and possessiyn of the leaseholder’s rented—or—teased mobile home and
personal propeNy, except through proper judicial process.

* * %

§ 6251. MOBILE HQME LOT RENT INCREASE; NOTICE; MEETING

(&) A mobile home park owner shall provide written notification on a form
provided by the departnigpt to the commissioner and all the affected mobile
home park leaseholders of \gny lot rent increase no later than 60 days before
the effective date of the proppsed increase. The notice shall include all the
following:

(1) The amount of the propgsed lot rent increase, including any amount
of the increase that is attributable t&a surcharge for any capital improvements
of the mobile home park pursuant\to subsection (b) of this section, the
estimated cost-which-theludes-aterest\ of the capital improvements, and the
proposed duration of the surcharge pror&ged in 12-month increments sufficient
to recover the estimated cost of the capital Npprovements.

(2) The effective date of the increase.

(3) A copy of the mobile home park leasefQlder’s rights pursuant to this
section and sections 6252 and 6253 of thistitle.

(4) [beleted} The percentage of increase INom the current base lot

rent.

* % %

(@) No later than September 1 each year, each park own
with the department on a form provided by the department.
include the following information:

* % %

(8 Thelot rent to be charged for each lot as ef-the preceding schiguled
for October 1 of that year, and the effective date of that lot rent charge.

* * %

shall register
e form shall
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** * DEHCD Sudy and Planning * * *

. DEHCD STUDIES, LONG-RANGE PLANNING FOR THE VIABILITY
SASTER RESLIENCY OF MOBILE HOME OWNERSHIP AND

AND
PARKS

(a) The artment_of economic, housing and community development
shall, in collabOkation with other organizations and interested stakeholders,
develop a plan forNhe future viability and disaster resiliency of mobile home
ownership and parks.

(b) The plan shall:

(1)  With input from agency of natural resources, identify parks
wvulnerable to natural hazards 3ch as flooding and develop a strategy for
improving their safety and resilien®y through education, emergency planning,
mitigation measures, reconfiguration, ad relocation.

(2) ldentify barriersto mobile horkqwnership including the availability
of financing and mortgage insurance and r&xmime:d methods for the state to

assist, including coordinating with USDA Ru Development to extend its
pilot program under the section 502 direct loan guarantee loan programs
and working with public, private, and nonpr ofit entiti‘eato devel op solutions.

(3) Address the potential loss of mobile home p§5k3 and affordability
due to sale, closure, or natural disaster by recomnﬁqdinq actions to
encourage resident or _nonprofit purchase and ownership ana\he creation of
new _mobile home parks or lots through technical assistance agd planning
guidance to municipalities and devel opers.

(4) Assess other housing designs as alternatives to mobile ho that
are affordable when all related costs, such as siting, water and sewer,‘aq‘d\
oostoruicaarotalioninto concidoration

wi_gﬁiﬂVE INTENT; AFFORDABLE HOUS NG TAX CREDIT

It isthein of the general assembly to increase the amount per year that
may be awarded umise32 V.SA. §5930u(q) for the purposes of the mobile
home financing program Tosgwner-occupied mobile homes or alternative
affordable structures. Accordingly™s the intent of the general assembly that
in House Bill 782 (2012) entitled “ ANast_relating to miscellaneous tax
changes for 2012, the award amount availableNeg_owner-occupied mobile
homes or alternative affordable structures shall “be<_increased from
$100,000.00 to $300,000.00, and the total amount in any fisca™year of total
first-year allocations plus succeeding-year deemed allocations ShatDbe
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5930u(q) for the pur
hoee financing program for owner-occupied mobile homes or alternative
affodable structures. Accordingly, it is the intent of the general assembly that
in HOyse Bill 782 (2012) entitled “An act relating to miscellaneous tax
change\for 2012, the award amount available for owner-occupied mobile
homes ON alternative affordable structures shall be increased from
$100,000.00\to $300,000.00, and the total amount in any fiscal year of total
first-year allcations plus succeeding-year deemed allocations shall be
increased from¥2,500,000.00 to $3,500,000.00.

> * * DEHCD Sudy and Planning * * *

Sec. 3 4. DEHCN STUDIES, LONG-RANGE PLANNING FOR THE
VIABILITY AND DISARTER RESLIENCY OF MOBILE HOME OWNERSHIP
AND PARKS

(a) _The department ol\economic, housing and community devel opment
shall, in collaboration With\euher organizations and interested stakeholders,
and as funding from FEMA an] other sources allows develop a plan for the
future viability and disaster resiligncy of mobile home ownership and parks.

(b) The plan shall:

(1) WIith input from the agendy of natural resources, identify parks
vulnerable to natural hazards such as\flooding and develop a strategy for
improving their safety and resiliency throdgh education, emergency planning,
mitigation measures, reconfiguration, and réocation.

(2) ldentify barriersto mobile home ovxhqship including the availability
of financing and mortgage insurance and recom\iend methods for the state to
assist, including coordinating with USDA Rural\Development to extend its
pilot program under the section 502 direct loan and\guarantee loan programs
and working with public, private, and nonprofit entitie\to develop solutions.

(3) _Address the potential l1oss of mobile home r%xks and affordability
due to sale, closure, or natural disaster by recommnding actions to
encourage resident or_nonprofit purchase and ownership a\d the creation of
new mobile home parks or lots through technical assistanck and planning
guidance to municipalities and developers. \

bile Yomes that

ousing designs as alternatives to mo
are affordable when all related COSTS, it water and s\ver, and

~ROHGly-HE0-a-0-taOR=HALO-CORGHEIOraitOi NT
(4) Working in collaboration with the Vermont housing \and

conservation board and any additional public or private funding entitNS,
assess other housing designs as alternatives to mobile homes that ars
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45. 20 V.SA. 8§ 2731(k) is added to read:
(kN Building codes. Pursuant to his or her authority under this section, the

commi éloner of public safety shall:

(1) Nevelop and maintain on the department website a graphic chart or
grid depictiNg categories of construction, including new construction, major
rehabilitation\change of use, and additions, and the respective building codes
that apply to ead category.

(2)  When practicable and appropriate, offer the opportunity to
construction and dé\qn professionals to participate in division of fire safety

staff training. \

(3) Update building codes on three-year cycles, consistent with codes
developed by code-writi nq\uthorities, to keep pace with technology, products,
and design.

(4) Createa publiclv%ﬁ ble database of decisions that are decided
on appeal to the commissioner.

Sec. 56. 9V.SA. 84503 isamended to\ ead:
§4503. UNFAIRHOUSING PRACTICE
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person:

(12) To discriminate in land use decisidns or in the permitting of
housing because of race, sex, sexual orientation, gdader identity, age, marital
status, religious creed, color, national origin, disabilily, the presence of one or
more minor children, income, or except as otherwise privided by law.

* * %

Sec.67. 24 V.SA. 84412 isamended to read:
§84412. REQUIRED PROVISIONSAND PROHIBITED EFFEN'S

Notwithstanding any existing bylaw, the following land WNevelopment
provisions shall apply in every municipality:
(1) Equal treatment of housing and required provisions for affgrdable
housing.

(A) No bylaw nor its application by an appropriate municipal p
under this chapter shall have the effect of excluding housing that meets tPrg
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(1) AdminNtration of rental housing subsidies in Vermont, including

federal housing fuﬁds, is a public and essential governmental function to be
focused primarily on\ass.lrinq safe and decent housing for low and moderate
income persons WithouMndue regard for the generation of profit or surplus.

(2) In recent vear&\orivate entities, including nominally private entities
controlled by public iurisdi\tions from other states, have sought contracts to
administer allocations of fede?‘e] rental subsidies throughout the United States.

(3) To the maximum exten\per mitted by applicable law, it is the purpose
of Sec. 10 of this act to limit t?\e administrative control of federal rental
subsidies to state of Vermont public Nodies.

Sec. 89. 24 V.SA. §4005(e) is added\iad:
(e) Notwithstanding any provision of \aw, no person, domestic or foreign,
shall be authorized to administer aIIocat\ms of money under 42 U.SC.A

8§ 1437a or 1437f or other federal statute athhorizinq rental subsidies for the
benefit of persons of low or moderate income, e)cept:

(1) asubcontractor of the state authority; N"
(2) astate public body authorized by law to ad\iinister such allocations.
* * * Expedited Removal of Mobile Home by MiXicipality * * *

Sec. 210. 9V.SA. 82608 isadded to read:

§ 2608. MUNICIPAL ACTION FOR SALE OF ABANDONED MOBILE
HOME

(a) Inthe alternative to the process for foreclosure of a tax l[ieNon a mobile
home pursuant to 32 V.SA. chapter 133, a municipality shal\ have the
authority to commence an action to sell at public auction an abandonhd mobile
home |ocated within the municipality pursuant to this section. \

0] the

(b) A municipality shall file a verified complaint in the civil division
superior court for the county in which the municipality is located, which sPreII
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Ncl ude the following infor mation:

(1) The physical location and address of the mobile home.

) The name and last known mailing address of the owner of the mohile

home.

(3) A description of the mobile home, including make, model, and serial
number, if aailable.

(4) The\qames and addresses of creditors, holders of housing subsidy
covenants, or others having an interest in the mobile home based on liens or
notices of record N the municipality offices or the office of the secretary of

state.
(5) The factAoporti ng the claim that the mobile home has been
abandoned.

(6) The name of a son disinterested in the mobile home or of a
municipality employee who wN] be responsible for the sale of the mobile home
at a public auction.

(7) A statement of the amodnt of taxes, fees, and other charges due or
which will become due to the municihality.

(8) If the mobile homeis IocatéXon leased land, the name and address
of the landowner.

(c) A municipality may request an or approving transfer of a mobile
home which is unfit for human habitation to\he municipality without a public
sale by filing a verified complaint containirm the information reguired in
subsection (a) of this section and the facts suppo?fmq the claim that the mobile

home is unfit for human habitation. \Gec
(d) When a verified complaint is filed under this\section, the clerk of the

civil division of the superior court shall set a hearinq\o be held at least 15
days but no later than 30 days after the filing of the comphi nt.

(e) Within five days after filing the verified complainty\ the municipality
shall post a copy of the verified complaint and order for heariNg on the mobile
home and send a copy of the verified complaint and order ™r hearing by
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the mobile home owner’ last known
mailing address, to the landowner if the mobile home is located\on leased

land, and to all lien-holders of record. \e
(f)  The municipality shall publish the verified complaint and or for
hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality wher&the

mobile home is located. The notice shall be published no later than fNe
Lalendar davs hefore the date of hearing N\
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mbuici pality and will commence or has commenced proceedings to enforce the

lienMand will continue to pay municipal taxes, charges, and fees during the
proceddings under this section, the court shall, upon confirmation of the
represeXations of the lien-holder, stay the action under this section pending
completioN of the lien-holder’ s action.

(h) At '}fe hearing, the municipality shall prove ownership of the mobile
home; abandoNment of the mobile home; the amount of taxes, fees, and other
charges due the\nunicipality: and the amount of attorney fees claimed. The
municipality shal\also prove compliance with the notice requirements of
subsections (e) and {{) of this section. Whether a mobile home is abandoned
shall be a question of \gct determined by the court.

(i) _If the court finds\hat the municipality has complied with subsection (h)
of this section, the court shall enter an order approving the sale of the mobile
home at a public auction to\be held within 15 days of the date of the order.
The municipality shall send tNe order by first-class mail to the mobile home
owner, to the landowner if the Wobile home is located on leased land, and to
all lien-holders of record. The order shall require all the following:

(1) That the sale shall be cdpducted by the person identified in the
verified complaint or some other perso\approved by the court.

(2) That notice of the sale shall be\published in a newspaper of general
circulation in the municipality where the obile home is located and sent by
first-class mail to the mobile home owner, to\he landowner if the mobile home
is located on leased land, and to all Iien-holdés of record. The notice of sale
shall be published two times, at least five Nays apart with the second
publication being no later than three calendar dav§before the date of sale.

(3) That the terms of sale provide for conveva}Qe of the mobile home by
real estate deed or by uniform mobile home bill of sal®\ as appropriate under
this chapter, executed on behalf of the mobile home o\ner pursuant to the
order of the court by the person authorized by the court, i\ as is’ condition,
and free and clear of all liens and other encumbrances of recd.

(4) A minimum bid established by the court sufficient togover the total
costs listed in subdivisions (7)(A)~(D) of this subsection. The Xaobile home
shall be sold to the highest bidder over the minimum bid set by\the court;
provided, however, that if no bid meets or exceeds the minimum bid ¥t by the
court, the court shall order transfer of the mobile home to the munNjpality
upon payment of costs due to the person who conducted the sale.

(5) The successful bidder, if other than the municipality:
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(B) if the bid exceeds $2,000.00, shall provide a nonrefundable

depoAit at the time of the auction of at least $2,000.00 or 25 percent of the bid,
whiché(er is greater, and shall make full payment within three working days
after the\ucti on.

(6) MJCCGSSfm bidder, if other than the municipality, shall remove the
mobile home\from its current location within five working days after the
auction unless\he municipality permits the mobile home to remain on the site
or permits removyl of the mobile home at a later date. |If the mobile home is
located on |leased \and, the mobile home shall be removed within five days
unless the landowneN\grants permission to the successful bidder, including the
municipality, for the nﬁbi le home to remain on the leased land.

(7) _The person Wm conducted the public sale shall report to the court
the results of the sale, the\groposed distribution of the proceeds of the sale,
and the bank in which any exdess proceeds are deposited and shall send a copy
of the report to the mobile horhe owner, the municipality, the landowner if the
mobile home is located on leadd land, and all lien-holders of record by
certified mail, return receipt reqﬁested, within three working days after the
sale.  Anyone claiming improprieth the conduct of the sale may file an
objection with the court within seveﬁ\davs after the sale. The filing of an
objection shall not invalidate the sale & delay transfer of ownership of the
abandoned mobile home. If an obiectKi filed and if the court finds

impropriety in the conduct of the sale, the cgurt may order distribution of the
proceeds of the sale as is fair, taking into &ccount the impropriety. If no
objection is filed with the court, on the eighth dyy after the sale, the proceeds
shall be distributed as follows:

(A) To the person conducting the sale for s of the sale.

(B) To the municipality for court costs, publica{ion and mailing costs,
and attorney fees incurred in connection with the astion in an amount
approved by the court.

(C) To the municipality for taxes, penalties, and infyrest owed in an

amount approved by the court. x
(D) To the landowner for unpaid lot rent if the mob\Ne home is

located on leased land.

(E) The balance to a bank account in the name of the mobiNg home
municipality as trustee, for the benefit of the mobile home owné\ and
lien-holders of record, to be distributed pursuant to further order of the comt.
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co\1menced by a municipality pursuant to this section and by a mobile home

park\pwner pursuant to 10 V.SA. § 6249 for the sale of the same abandoned
mobi I&home within 30 days of one another, the court shall consolidate the
cases arNJ shall distribute the proceeds of a sale as follows:

(1) \Rp the person conducting the sale for costs of the sale.

(2) To\he municipality and the park owner equitably in the discretion of
the court:

(A) for durt costs, publication and mailing costs, and attorney fees
incurredin connect‘lwgvith the action in an amount approved by the court;

(B) for taxe\ penalties, and interest owed the municipality in an
amount approved by theourt: and

(C) for rent and}&her charges owed to the park owner in an amount
approved by the court.

(3) _The balance to a&nk account in the name of the mobile home
municipality as trustee for the\benefit of the mobile home owner and
lien-holders of record, to be distribh(ed pursuant to further order of the court.

(k) _If a municipality requests an orNer approving transfer of a mobile home
to the municipality without a public sal¥, the court shall approve that order if
it finds that the municipality has complieN with subsection (h) of this section
and has proved that the mobile home is\unfit for human habitation. In
determining whether a mobile home is unfitXor human habitation, the court
shall consider whether the mobile home:

(1) contains functioning appliances and plugbing fixtures;

(2) contains safe and functioning el ectrical fi)awes and wiring;

(3) contains a safe and functioning heating systeny

(4) contains a weather-tight exterior closure;

(5) isstructurally sound;
(6) isreasonably free of trash, debris, filth, and pests.
Sec. L0 11. 9V.SA. §4462 isamended to read:
8§ 4462. ABANDONMENT; UNCLAIMED PROPERTY

* * %

(d) Any personal property remaining in the dwelling unit or |
premises after the tenant has vacated may be disposed of by the landlo
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(1) The tenant provided actual notice to the landlord that the tenant has
vacaiRd the dwelling unit er, leased premises, or mobile home |ot.

(2 The tenant has vacated the dwelling unit er, leased premises, or
mobile hoxe lot at the end of the rental agreement.

(3) I%een days have expired following service of a writ of possession
pursuant to N V.SA. chapter 153, 11 V.SA. chapter 13 14, or 12 V.SA.

chapter 169.
Sec. 44 12. PRIORTIES FOR MOBILE HOME INVESTMENTS

In _the event that\sources of funding are available for investments in
securing_mobile _hon¥ _infrastructure, expanding _affordable _ownership
opportunities, and other \ctivities consistent with the goals and purposes of
this act, it is the intent o\the general assembly to invest in the following
priorities. \‘

(1) Investment in the d tment of economic, housing and community
devel opment:

(A) for one or moreq\nts to the Champlain Valley Office of
Economic Opportunity to increase itS\ability to provide start-up and ongoing
technical assistance to mobile home paxk residents interested in cooperative
ownership of their parks.

(B) to increase department staff Xor long-range planning for the
preservation and replacement of mobile homehar ks noticed for sale or closure
or damaged by flooding.

(2) Investment in the Vermont housing and servation board'’s project
feasibility fund to conduct financial feasibility énd infrastructure needs
analyses of mobile home parks noticed for sale or &osure or damaged by

flooding. \“

(3) _Investment in the department of economic, houslg and community
devel opment to develop and implement with the Champlain Fusing Trust, the
Central  Vermont  Community Land Trust, Gilman I}Qusi ng Trust,
Nel ghbor Works of Western Vermont, Windham & Windsor Housiyg Trust, and
other stakeholders a program to help finance the purchase, repain\refinance,
and replacement of up to 100 individual mobile homes. The general\assembly
further recommends that the department coordinate with the Ch3\mplain
Housing Trust and other stakeholders to secure additional grant capNal to
help fund the program from a variety of public and private sources.
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elopment to fund the following activities related to mobile home parks that
WN be maintained as affordable housing for low-income Vermonters on a
perpktual basis:

(A) the purchase of mobile home parks, including purchase by
resident-Rwned cooper atives;

(BN infrastructure improvements; and

(Q) }Lsaster recovery, including relocation or replacement of mobile
home par ks dangged by flooding.

Sec. 32-13. AUTHRRITY TO ISSUE LETTER OF CONDEMNATION

(a) Because repaiN to homes damaged in natural disasters must be donein
accordance with Iocék codes and ordinances, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency ( FE\(IA) recognizes that there may be reasons for a local
authority to deem a home C‘Qndemned.

(b) According to FEMA rhi cy, the letter must come from the jurisdictional
authority and the condemnatioP\notice of demolition must be disaster-related.
FEMA then reviews each notic\ on a case-by-case basis for approval of
replacement assistance up to the maximum award.

(c) Accordingly, for purposes complying with FEMA policies and
procedures, any state or local persoN or entity empowered to condemn
property by statute, rule, regulation, ordingnce, or similar legal authority shall
qualify as a jurisdictional authority with all'Yhe necessary rights and powers to
declare property to be condemned, proviog notice of condemnation and
demolition to FEMA or any other entity, an(}\take such other steps as are
necessary to ensure Vermonters are €ligible \)r receiving the maximum
amount of state and federal recovery assistance oth&wi se available.

Sec. 1314, LEGISLATIVE INTENT; SALES AND US§ TAX HOLIDAYS FOR
MOBILE HOMES

It is the intent of the general assembly to provide tax Nief from the sales
and use tax, the local option sales tax, and the property Xansfer tax for a
mobile home purchased to replace a mobile home that w§s damaged or
destroyed as a result of damage incurred during the spring flooNjng or during
Tropical Storm Irene in 2011. Accordingly, it is the intent of\the general
assembly that in House Bill 782 (2012) entitled “An act r¥ating to
miscellaneous tax changes for 2012, there shall be included a [Xovision
authorizing relief from the sales and use tax, the local option sales tax, ad the
property transfer tax for eligible mobile homes purchased during a qualiNing
period to replace homes that suffered flood and storm damage, authori2ag
reimbursement for eligible taxes Eaid for mobile homes Eurchased during thg
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'aualifvi ng period, and authorizing the department of taxes to adopt standards

and pPrQcedur es necessary to achieve the goals of this section.
Sec. 15 AY OF LOAN REPAYMENTS DUE TO TROPICAL STORM
IRENE

Due to the damagedsqused by Tropical Storm Irene at the Tri-Parks mobile
home parks, the substanti mount of monies necessary for repairs, and the
unavailability of additional Mes to both make the repairs and make loan
payments, the repayment start da@s\tor Sate Revolving Loans RF1-104 and
RF3-163 are hereby delayed by two%ars until June 1, 2014, without any
penalty or additional costs or fees. Subj &&o any applicable limitations of
federal law, the secretary of natural resources have the authority to offer
similar repayment modifications to other mobile parks that suffered
damage from Tropical Storm Irene.

Sec. 13 16. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage, except that Sec. <5 13 (authsgity to
issue letter of condemnation) of this act shall apply retroactively to Januz?v\l,

laYa¥ I
&ULL.

Sec. 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE
The general assembly finds:

(1) The damage resulting throughout Vermont from both the 2011
spring flooding and from Tropical Sorm Irene had a devastating impact in
many areas on mobile homes and mobile home parks.

(2) Given that mobile homes represent one of few available affordable
housing options in the state, these storms caused significant hardship for many
lower and middle income Vermonters whose homes were damaged or

destroyed.

(3) Given the economic costs endured by mobile home owners, it is
appropriate at this time to consider increasing the affordable housing tax
credit and exempting the purchase of mobile homes from sales and use tax,
local option sales tax, and property transfer tax when such homes are
purchased to replace homes destroyed by recent flooding and natural
disasters.

(4) During the course of exploring the issues surrounding the impacts of
these disasters, it is apparent that mobile home owners and mobile home park
owners face unique economic pressures, and more assistance should be
focused to facilitate the availability and ownership of modern, safe, mobile
homes and the availability of suitable lots, and to facilitate the sale of parks to
residents or nonprofit entities in order to preserve affordability and
availability of housing.
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(5) It is the purpose of this act to focus state, municipal, and private
resour ces on assisting mobile home owner s recovering from the storms, and on
ensuring that in the long term, Vermonters have an adequate supply of safe,
affordable housing.

Sec. 2. 10 V.SA. chapter 153 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 153. MOBILE HOME PARKS
§6201. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise:

(1) “Mobile home” means.

(A) a structure or type of manufactured home, including the
plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, and electrical systems contained in the
structure, that is;

(1) built on a permanent chassis and-s;

(_) deﬂgned to be used asa dwelllng with or W|thout a permanent

when connected to the requi red ut| I |t|&s

A)(iii) transportablein one or more sections,; and

B)(iv)(1) at least eight feet wide or, 40 feet long, or when erected has
at least 320 square feet; or

(1) if the structure was constructed prior to June 15, 1976, at
least eight feet wide or 32 feet long; or

{€)}(B) any structure that meets all the requirements of this
subdivision (1) except for the size requirements, and for which the
manufacturer voluntarily files a certification required by the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development and complies with the construction and
safety standards established under Title 42 of the U.S Code.

hemes-established-undersection-6202 of thistitte. [ Repealed.

(8) “Department” means the department—of-housing—and-community

affairs department of economic, housing and community devel opment.

(9) “Good faith” means honesty in fact and the observance of
reasonable standards and fair dealing, such that each party shall respond
promptly and fairly to offers from the other party.
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(10) Hexpired} “ Lot rent” means a charge assessed on a mobile home
park resident for the occupancy of a mobile home lot, but does not include
charges permitted under section 6238 of thistitle.

(11) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of heusig—and
eommuntty-affairs economic, housing and community devel opment.

* * *

§6231. RULES
(a) [Deleted]

(b) The department may adopt rules to carry out the provisions ef-sections
6236-6243 of thistitle chapter.

(c) A mobile home park that has been closed pursuant to section 6237a of
this title and reduced to no more than two occupied leased lots, shall be
required, if the number of occupied leased lots subsequently is increased to
mor e than two, to obtain all state land use and environmental permits required
for a mobile home park that has been established or expanded after May 31,
1970.

§6236. LEASE TERMS MOBILE HOME PARKS

* * *

(e) All mobile home lot leases shall contain the following:

* * %

(3) Notice that the park owner shall not discriminate for reasons of
race, religious creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital
status, handicap disability, er national origin, or because a person is a
recipient of public assistance.

(4) Notice that the park owner shall not discriminate based on age or
the presence of one or more minor children in the household, except as
permitted under 9 V.SA. 8§ 4503(b) and (c). If agerestrictions exist in all or
part of a park, the specific restrictions and geographic sections in which
restrictions apply shall be documented in the lease.

* * %

§6237. EVICTIONS

(@) A leaseholder may be evicted only for nonpayment of rent or for a
substantial violation of the lease terms of the mobile home park, or if thereisa
change in use of the park land or parts thereof or a termination of the mobile
home park, and only in accordance with the following procedure:

* * %
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(4) A substantial violation of the lease terms, other than an uncured
nonpayment of rent, will be insufficient to support a judgment of eviction
unless the proceeding is commenced within 60 days of the last alleged
violation. A substantial violation of the lease terms based upon criminal
activity will be insufficient to support a judgment of eviction unless the
proceeding is commenced no later than 60 days after arraignment.

* * %

§ 6237a. MOBILE HOME PARK CLOSURES

* * %

(b) Prior to issuing a closure notice pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section, a park owner shall first retify—aH-mebie-home-ewners-of-thepark
owner-s issue a notice of intent to sell in accordance with section 6242 of this
title that discloses the potential closure of the park. However, if the park
owner sends a notice of closure to the residents and leaseholders without first
providing the mobile home owners with a notice of sate intent to sell under
section 6242 that discloses the potential closure of the park, then the park
owner must retain ownership of the land for five years after the date the
closure notice was provided. If required, the park owner shall record the
notice of the five-year restriction in the land records of the municipality in
which the park is located. The park owner may apply to the commissioner for
relief from the notice and holding requirements of this subsection if the
commissioner determines that strict compliance is likely to cause undue
hardship to the park owner or the leaseholders, or both. Thisrelief shall not be
unreasonably withheld.

* * %

(d) A park owner who gives notice of intent to sell pursuant to section 6242
of thistitle shall not give notice of closure until after:

(1) Atleast 45 days after giving notice of intent to sell.

(2) If applicable, the commissioner receives notice from the mobile
home owners and the park owner that negotiations have ended following the
90-day 120-day negotiation period provided in subdivision 6242(c)(1) of this
title.

* * %

§ 6242. MOBILE HOME OWNERS RIGHT TO NOTIFICATION PRIOR TO
PARK SALE

(&) Content of notice. A park owner shall give to each mobile home owner
and to the commissioner of the department of economic, housing and
community affairs development notice by certified mail, return receipt
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requested, of his or her intention to sell the mobile home park. If the noticeis
refused by a mobile home owner or is otherwise undeliverable, the park owner
shall send the notice by first class mail to the mobile home owner’s last known
mailing address. Nothing herein shall be construed to restrict the price at
which the park owner offers the park for sale. The notice shall state all the
following:

(1) That the park owner intends to sell the park.

(2) The price, terms, and conditions under which the park owner offers
the park for sale.

(3) A list of the affected mobile home owners and the number of
leaseholds held by each.

(4) The status of compliance with applicable statutes, regulations and
permits, to the park owner’s best knowledge, and the reasons for any
noncompliance.

(5) That for 45 days following the notice the park owner shall not make
a final unconditional acceptance of an offer to purchase the park and that if
within the 45 days the park owner receives notice pursuant to subsection (c) of
this section that a majority of the mobile home owners intend to consider
purchase of the park, the park owner shall not make a final unconditional
acceptance of an offer to purchase the park for an additional 90 120 days,
starting from the 46th day following notice, except one from a group
representing a majority of the mobile home owners or from a nonprofit
corporation approved by a majority of the mobile home owners.

(b) Resident intent to negotiate; timetable. The mobile home owners shall
have 45 days following notice under subsection (a) of this section in which to
determine whether they intend to consider purchase of the park through a
group representing a majority of the mobile home owners or a nonprofit
corporation approved by a majority of the mobile home owners. A majority of
the mobile home owners shall be determined by one vote per leasehold and no
mobile home owner shall have more than three votes or 30 percent of the
aggregate park vote, whichever is less. During this 45-day period, the park
owner shall not accept a final unconditional offer to purchase the park.

(c) Response to notice; required action. If the park owner receives no
notice from the mobile home owners during the 45-day period or if the mobile
home owners notify the park owner that they do not intend to consider
purchase of the park, the park owner has no further restrictions regarding sale
of the park pursuant to this section. If during the 45-day period, the park
owner receives notice in writing that a majority of the mobile home owners
intend to consider purchase of the park then the park owner shall do all the
following:
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(1) Not accept a final unconditional offer to purchase from a party other
than leaseholders for 90 120 days following the 45-day period, a total of 135
165 days following the notice from the leasehol ders.

(2) Negotiate in good faith with the group representing a majority of the
mobile home owners or a nonprofit corporation approved by a majority of the
mobile home owners concerning purchase of the park.

(3) Consider any offer to purchase from a group representing a majority
of the mobile home owners or from a nonprofit corporation approved by a
majority of the mobile home owners.

N alalala a a Q Nan

Requirement for new notice of inten

t to sall.
(1) Subject to subdivision (2) of this subsection, a notice of intent to sell
issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be valid:

(A) for a period of one year from the expiration of the 45-day period
following the date of the notice; or

(B)__if the park owner has entered into a binding purchase and sale
agreement with a group representing a majority of the mobile home owners or
a nonprofit corporation approved by a majority of the mobile home owners
within one year from the expiration of the 45-day period following the date of
the notice until the completion of the sale of the park under the agreement or
the expiration of the agreement, whichever is sooner.

(2) During the period in which a notice of intent to sall is valid, a park
owner shall provide a new notice of intent to sell, consistent with the
reguirements of subsection (a) of this section, prior to making an offer to sell

VT LEG 266198.7




BILL ASINTRODUCED AND ASPASSED BY SENATE & HOUSE S.99
2011 Page 44 of 58

the park or accepting an offer to purchase the park that is either more than five
percent below the price for which the park was initially offered for sale or less
than five percent above the final written offer from a group representing a
majority of the mobile home owners or a nonprofit corporation approved by a
majority of the mobile home owners.

* * %

§6245. ILLEGAL EVICTIONS

(@) No park owner may witdly willfully cause, directly or indirectly, the
interruption or termination of any utility service to a mobile home except for
temporary interruptions for necessary repairs.

(b) No park owner may directly or indirectly deny a leaseholder access to
and possession of a—mebie-home the leaseholder’s leased premises, except
through proper judicial process.

(c) No park owner may directly or indirectly deny a leaseholder access to
and possession of the leaseholder’s rented—oer—teased mobile home and
personal property, except through proper judicial process.

* * %

§ 6251. MOBILE HOME LOT RENT INCREASE; NOTICE; MEETING

(@) A mobile home park owner shall provide written notification on a form
provided by the department to the commissioner and all the affected mobile
home park leaseholders of any lot rent increase no later than 60 days before
the effective date of the proposed increase. The notice shall include all the
following:

(1) The amount of the proposed lot rent increase, including any amount
of the increase that is attributable to a surcharge for any capital improvements
of the mobile home park pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, the
estimated cost;-which-theludes-trterest; of the capital improvements, and the
proposed duration of the surcharge prorated in 12-month increments sufficient
to recover the estimated cost of the capital improvements.

(2) The effective date of the increase.

(3) A copy of the mobile home park leaseholder’s rights pursuant to this
section and sections 6252 and 6253 of thistitle.

(4) [Dbeleted} The percentage of increase from the current base lot
rent.

* * %

§ 6254. REGISTRATION OF MOBILE HOME PARKS, REPORT
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(@) No later than September 1 each year, each park owner shall register
with the department on a form provided by the department. The form shall
include the following information:

* * %

(8 Thelot rent to be charged for each lot as ef-the preceding scheduled
for October 1 of that year, and the effective date of that |ot rent charge.

* * %

Sec. 2a. LEGISLATIVE INTENT; AFFORDABLE HOUSNG TAX CREDIT

It is the intent of the general assembly to increase the amount per year that
may be awarded under 32 V.SA. 8 5930u(q) for the purposes of the mobile
home financing program for owner-occupied mobile homes or alternative
affordable structures. Accordingly, it is the intent of the general assembly that
in House Bill 782 (2012) entitled “An act relating to miscellaneous tax
changes for 2012,” the award amount available for owner-occupied mobile
homes or alternative affordable structures shall be increased from
$100,000.00 to $300,000.00 and the total amount in any fiscal year of total
first-year allocations plus succeeding-year deemed allocations shall be
increased from $2,500,000.00 to $3,500,000.00.

Sec. 3. 10 V.SA. 86249 isamended to read:
8 6249. SALE OF ABANDONED MOBILE HOME

* * %

(c) When a verified complaint is filed under this section, the clerk of the
superior court shall set a hearing on the complaint before a superior judge.
The hearing shall be held at least 30 15 days but no later than 45 30 days after
the filing of the complaint.

(d) Within 20 five days after filing the verified complaint, the park owner
shall post a copy of the verified complaint and order for hearing on the mobile
home and send a copy of the verified complaint and order for hearing, by
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the mobile home owner’s last known
mailing address; to the last resident of the mobile home at the resident’s last
known mailing address; to each person identified in the verified complaint;
and to the town clerk of the town in which the mobile home is located.

(e) The park owner shall publish the verified complaint and order for
hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the town where the mobile

home is located. The notice shall be published twice—at-teast-ten-days-apart;
with-the-second-netice-to-be-published no later than five calendar days before

the date of hearing.

* * %
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(h) If the court finds that the park owner has complied with subsection (g)
of this section, the court shall enter an order approving the sale of the mobile
home at a public auction to be held within 30 15 days of the date of the order.
The mobile home park owner shall send the order by first class mail to the
mobile home owner and all lien holders of record. The order shall require all
the following:

(1) That the sale shall be conducted by the person identified in the
verified complaint or some other person approved by the court.

(2) That notice of the sale be published in a newspaper of general
circulation in the town where the mobile home is located and sent by first class
mail to the mobile home owner, the mobile home park owner and all lien
holders of record. The notice of sale shall be published three-times—atteast
five-days-apart-with-the last-publication-betng no later than five calendar days

before the date of sale.

(3) That the terms of sale provide for conveyance of the mobile home,
together with any security deposit held by the park owner, by uniform mobile
home hill of sale executed on behalf of the mobile home owner pursuant to the
order of the court by the person authorized by the court, in “asis’ condition,
free and clear of all liens and other encumbrances of record.

(4) A minimum bid established by the court sufficient to cover the total
costs listed in subdivisions (7)(A)-(D) of this subsection. The mobile home
shall be sold to the highest bidder over the minimum bid set by the court.

(5) The successful bidder shall make full payment at the auction if the
bid does not exceed $2,000.00. If the bid exceeds $2,000.00, the successful
bidder shall provide a nonrefundable deposit at the time of the auction of at
least $2,000.00 or 25 percent of the bid, whichever is greater, and shall make
full payment within three working days after the auction.

(6) A successful bidder, if other than the park owner, shall remove the
mobile home from the park within five working days after the auction unless
the park owner permitsremoval of the mobile home at a later date.

(7) The person who conducted the public sale shall report to the court
the results of the sale, the proposed distribution of the proceeds of the sale,
and the bank in which any excess proceeds are deposited and shall send a copy
of the report to the mobile home owner, the park owner and all lien holders of
record by certified mail, return receipt requested, within three working days
after the sale. Anyone claiming impropriety in the conduct of the sale may file
an objection with the court within 2 seven days after the sale. Thefiling of an
objection shall not invalidate the sale or delay transfer of ownership of the
abandoned mobile home. If an objection is filed and if the court finds
impropriety in the conduct of the sale, the court may order distribution of the
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proceeds of the sale as is fair, taking into account the impropriety. If no
objection is filed with the court, on the 15th eighth day after the sale, the
proceeds shall be distributed as follows:

* * %

* * * DEHCD Sudy and Planning * * *

Sec. 4. DEHCD STUDIES LONG-RANGE PLANNING FOR THE
VIABILITY AND DISASTER RESILIENCY OF MOBILE HOME OWNERSHIP
AND PARKS

(a) The department of economic, housing and community devel opment
shall, in collaboration with other organizations and interested stakeholders,
and as funding from FEMA and other sources allows develop a plan for the
future viability and disaster resiliency of mobile home ownership and parks.

(b) The plan shall:

(1) _With input from the agency of natural resources, identify parks
wvulnerable to natural hazards such as flooding and develop a strategy for
improving their safety and resiliency through education, emergency planning,
mitigation measures, reconfiguration, and rel ocation.

(2) Identify barriersto mobile home ownership including the availability
of financing and mortgage insurance and recommend methods for the state to
assist, including coordinating with USDA Rural Development to extend its
pilot program under the section 502 direct loan and guarantee loan programs
and working with public, private, and nonprofit entities to develop solutions.

(3) Address the potential loss of mobile home parks and affordability
due to sale, closure, or natural disaster by recommending actions to
encourage resident or_nonprofit purchase and ownership and the creation of
new mobile home parks or lots through technical assistance and planning
guidance to municipalities and developers.

(4  Working in_collaboration with the Vermont housing and
conservation board and any additional public or private funding entities,
assess other housing designs as alternatives to mobile homes that are
affordable when all related costs such as siting, water and sewer, and enerqy
use ar e taken into consideration.

(5) Address and propose recommendations on the most effective
mechanisms for ensuring adequate maintenance, repair, and safety of private
roads and of public spaces within a mobile home park.

Sec. 5. 20 V.SA. 8§ 2731(k) is added to read:

(k) Building codes. Pursuant to his or her authority under this section, the
commissioner of public safety shall:
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(1) Develop and maintain on the department website a graphic chart or
grid depicting categories of construction, including new construction, major
rehabilitation, change of use, and additions, and the respective building codes
that apply to each category.

(2) Whenever practicable and appropriate, offer the opportunity to
construction and design professionals to participate in division of fire safety

staff training.

(3) Update building codes on three-year cycles, consistent with codes
devel oped by code-writing authorities, to keep pace with technoloqy, products,

and design.

(4) Create a publicly accessible database of decisions that are decided
on appeal to the commissioner.

Sec. 6. 9 V.SA. §4503 isamended to read:
§ 4503. UNFAIR HOUSING PRACTICES
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person:

* * %

(11) To fail to comply with provisions or rules pertaining to covered

multifamily dwellings, as defined in 23 V-SA—8-27%pursdant-to-chapter4-of
Fitle 22 20 V.SA. § 2900(4) and pursuant to 20 V.SA. chapter 174.

(12) To discriminate in land use decisions or in the permitting of
housing because of race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, marital
status, religious creed, color, national origin, disability, the presence of one or
more minor children, income, or because of the receipt of public assistance,
except as otherwise provided by law.

* * %

Sec. 7. 24 V.S A. §4412 is amended to read:
84412. REQUIRED PROVISONSAND PROHIBITED EFFECTS

Notwithstanding any existing bylaw, the following land development
provisions shall apply in every municipality:

(1) Equal treatment of housing and required provisions for affordable
housing.

(A) No bylaw nor its application by an appropriate municipal panel
under this chapter shall have the effect of excluding housing that meets the
needs of the population as determined in the housing element of its municipal
plan as required under subdivision 4382(a)(10) of this title or the effect of
discriminating in the permitting of housing as specifiedin 9 V.SA. 8§ 4503.
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* * %

* * * Allocation of Rental Housing Subsidies by Sate Entities (VSHA) * * *

Sec. 8. ADMINISTRATION OF RENTAL HOUSNG SUBSIDIES, FINDINGS
AND PURPOSE

The general assembly finds:

(1) Administration of rental housing subsidies in Vermont, including
federal housing funds, is a public and essential governmental function to be
focused primarily on assuring safe and decent housing for low and moderate
income persons without undue regard for the generation of profit or surplus.

(2) In recent years, private entities, including nominally private entities
controlled by public jurisdictions from other states, have sought contracts to
administer allocations of federal rental subsidies throughout the United States.

(3) To the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, it is the purpose
of Sec. 9 of this act to limit the administrative control of federal rental
subsidies to state of Vermont public bodies.

Sec. 9. 24 V.SA. §4005(e) is added to read:

(e) Notwithstanding any provision of law, no person, domestic or foreign,
shall be authorized to administer allocations of money under 42 U.SC.A.
8 1437a or 1437f or other federal statute authorizing rental subsidies for the
benefit of persons of low or moderate income, except:

(1) a subcontractor of the state authority; or

(2) a state public body authorized by law to administer such allocations.
* * * Expedited Removal of Mobile Home by Municipality * * *
Sec. 10. 9 V.SA. § 2608 is added to read:

§ 2608. MUNICIPAL ACTION FOR SALE OF ABANDONED MOBILE
HOME

(a) Inthe alternative to the process for foreclosure of a tax lien on a mobile
home pursuant to 32 V.SA. chapter 133, a municipality shall have the
authority to commence an action to sell at public auction an abandoned mobile
home located within the municipality pursuant to this section.

(b) A municipality shall file a verified complaint in the civil division of the
superior court for the county in which the municipality is located, which shall
be entitled “ In re:  Abandoned Mobile Home of [ name of owner],” and shall
include the following information:

(1) The physical location and address of the mobile home.
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(2) The name and last known mailing address of the owner of the mobile
home.

(3) A description of the mobile home, including make, model, and serial
number, if available.

(4) The names and addresses of creditors, holders of housing subsidy
covenants, or others having an interest in the mobile home based on liens or
notices of record in the municipality offices or the office of the secretary of
State.

(5) The facts supporting the claim that the mobile home has been
abandoned.

(6) The name of a person disinterested in the mobile home or of a
municipality employee who will be responsible for the sale of the mobile home
at a public auction.

(7) A statement of the amount of taxes, fees, and other charges due or
which will become due to the municipality.

(8) If the mobile home is located on leased land, the name and address
of the landowner.

(c) A municipality may request an order approving transfer of a mobile
home which is unfit for human habitation to the municipality without a public
sale by filing a verified complaint containing the information required in
subsection (a) of this section and the facts supporting the claim that the mobile
home is unfit for human habitation.

(d) When a verified complaint is filed under this section, the clerk of the
civil division of the superior court shall set a hearing to be held at least 15
days but no later than 30 days after the filing of the complaint.

(e) Within five days after filing the verified complaint, the municipality
shall post a copy of the verified complaint and order for hearing on the mobile
home and send a copy of the verified complaint and order for hearing by
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the mobile home owner’s last known
mailing address, to the landowner if the mobile home is located on leased
land, and to all lien-holders of record.

() The municipality shall publish the verified complaint and order for
hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality where the
mobile home is located. The notice shall be published no later than five
calendar days before the date of hearing.

(q) If prior to or at the hearing any lien-holder certifies to the court that
the lien-holder has paid to the municipality all taxes, charges, and fees due the
municipality and will commence or has commenced proceedings to enforce the
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lien and will continue to pay municipal taxes, charges, and fees during the
proceedings under this section, the court shall, upon confirmation of the
representations of the lien-holder, stay the action under this section pending
compl etion of the lien-holder’ s action.

(h) At the hearing, the municipality shall prove ownership of the mobile
home; abandonment of the mobile home; the amount of taxes, fees, and other
charges due the municipality; and the amount of attorney fees claimed. The
municipality shall also prove compliance with the notice requirements of
subsections (€) and (f) of this section. Whether a mobile home is abandoned
shall be a question of fact determined by the court.

(i) _If the court finds that the municipality has complied with subsection (h)
of this section, the court shall enter an order approving the sale of the mobile
home at a public auction to be held within 15 days of the date of the order.
The municipality shall send the order by first-class mail to the mobile home
owner, to the landowner if the mobile home is located on leased land, and to
all lien-holders of record. The order shall require all the following:

(1) That the sale shall be conducted by the person identified in the
verified complaint or some other person approved by the court.

(2) That notice of the sale shall be published in a newspaper of general
circulation in the municipality where the mobile home is located and sent by
first-class mail to the mobile home owner, to the landowner if the mobile home
is located on leased land, and to all lien-holders of record. The notice of sale
shall be published no later than three calendar days before the date of sale.

(3) That the terms of sale provide for conveyance of the mobile home by
real estate deed or by uniform mobile home bill of sale, as appropriate under
this chapter, executed on behalf of the mobile home owner pursuant to the
order of the court by the person authorized by the court, in “asis’ condition,
and free and clear of all liens and other encumbrances of record.

(4) A minimum bid established by the court sufficient to cover the total
costs listed in subdivisions (7)(A)<D) of this subsection. The mobile home
shall be sold to the highest bidder over the minimum bid set by the court;
provided, however, that if no bid meets or exceeds the minimum bid set by the
court, the court shall order transfer of the mobile home to the municipality
upon payment of costs due to the person who conducted the sale.

(5) The successful bidder, if other than the municipality:

(A) shall make full payment at the auction if the bid does not exceed
$2,000.00; or

(B) if the bid exceeds $2,000.00, shall provide a nonrefundable
deposit at the time of the auction of at least $2,000.00 or 25 percent of the bid,
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whichever is greater, and shall make full payment within three working days
after the auction.

(6) A successful bidder, if other than the municipality, shall remove the
mobile home from its current location within five working days after the
auction unless the municipality permits the mobile home to remain on the site
or permits removal of the mobile home at a later date. |If the mobile home is
located on leased land, the mobile home shall be removed within five days
unless the landowner grants permission to the successful bidder, including the
municipality, for the mobile home to remain on the leased land.

(7) _The person who conducted the public sale shall report to the court
the results of the sale, the proposed distribution of the proceeds of the sale,
and the bank in which any excess proceeds are deposited and shall send a copy
of the report to the mobile home owner, the municipality, the landowner if the
mobile home is located on leased land, and all lien-holders of record by
certified mail, return receipt requested, within three working days after the
sale.  Anyone claiming impropriety in the conduct of the sale may file an
objection with the court within seven days after the sale. The filing of an
objection shall not invalidate the sale or delay transfer of ownership of the
abandoned mobile home. If an objection is filed and if the court finds
impropriety in the conduct of the sale, the court may order distribution of the
proceeds of the sale as is fair, taking into account the impropriety. If no
objection is filed with the court, on the eighth day after the sale, the proceeds
shall be distributed as foll ows:

(A) To the person conducting the sale for costs of the sale.

(B) To the municipality for court costs, publication and mailing costs,
and attorney fees incurred in connection with the action in an amount
approved by the court.

(C) To the municipality for taxes, penalties, and interest owed in an
amount approved by the court.

(D) To the landowner for unpaid lot rent if the mobile home is
|ocated on leased land.

(E) The balance to a bank account in the name of the mobile home
municipality as trustee, for the benefit of the mobile home owner and
lien-holders of record, to be distributed pursuant to further order of the court.

(1)_Notwithstanding provisions of this section and 10 V.SA. § 6249 (sale of
abandoned mobile home by park owner) to the contrary, if an action is
commenced by a municipality pursuant to this section and by a mobile home
park owner pursuant to 10 V.SA. 8§ 6249 for the sale of the same abandoned
mobile home within 30 days of one another, the court shall consolidate the
cases and shall distribute the proceeds of a sale as follows:
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(1) To the person conducting the sale for costs of the sale.

(2) To the municipality and the park owner equitably in the discretion of
the court:

(A) for court costs, publication and mailing costs, and attorney fees
incurred in connection with the action in an amount approved by the court;

(B) for taxes, penalties, and interest owed the municipality in an
amount approved by the court; and

(C) for rent and other charges owed to the park owner in an amount
approved by the court.

(3) The balance to a bank account in the name of the mobile home
municipality as trustee for the benefit of the mobile home owner and
lien-holders of record, to be distributed pursuant to further order of the court.

(k) If a municipality requests an order approving transfer of a mobile home
to the municipality without a public sale, the court shall approve that order if
it finds that the municipality has complied with subsection (h) of this section
and has proved that the mobile home is unfit for human habitation. In
determining whether a mobile home is unfit for human habitation, the court
shall consider whether the mobile home:

(1) contains functioning appliances and plumbing fixtures;

(2) contains safe and functioning el ectrical fixtures and wiring;

(3) contains a safe and functioning heating system:;

(4) contains a weather-tight exterior closure;

(5) isstructurally sound;

(6) isreasonably free of trash, debris, filth, and pests.
11. 9V.SA. §4462 isamended to read:
8§ 4462. NDONMENT; UNCLAIMED PROPERTY

(d) Any personal

(2) The tenant has vacated the dwelling unit ex, | remises, or

mobile home lot at the end of the rental agreement.
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ar days have expired following the execution of a
writ of possession pursuant to 10 V.S~ .SA. chapter 14, or
e AeCaRteE—a 0

Sec. 11. 12 V.SA. 84854ais added to read:

§ 4854a. PROPERTY OF TENANT REMAINING ON PREMISES AFTER
EVICTION

(a) A landlord may dispose of any personal property remaining in a
dwelling unit or leased premises without notice or liability to the tenant or
owner of the personal property:

(1) 15 days after a writ of possession is served pursuant to this
chapter; or
(2) in the case of an eviction brought pursuant to 10 V.SA. chapter 153,

40 days after a writ of possession issued for failure to pay rent into court
pur suant to subsection 4853a(h) of thistitleis served.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, if the court stays the
execution of a writ of possession issued pursuant to this chapter, then a
landlord may dispose of any personal property remaining in a dwelling unit or
leased premises without notice or liability to the tenant or owner of the
personal property five days after the landlord is legally restored to possession
of the dwelling unit or leased premises.

Sec. 12. PRIORITIESFOR MOBILE HOME INVESTMENTS

In the event that sources of funding are available for investments in
securing _mobile _home infrastructure, expanding affordable ownership
opportunities, and other activities consistent with the goals and purposes of
this act, it is the intent of the general assembly to invest in the following
priorities.

(1) Investment in the department of economic, housing and community
devel opment:

(A) for one or more grants to the Champlain Valley Office of
Economic Opportunity to increase its ability to provide start-up and ongoing
technical assistance to mobile home park residents interested in cooperative
ownership of their parks.

(B) to increase department staff for long-range planning for the
preservation and replacement of mobile home parks noticed for sale or closure
or damaged by flooding.

(2) Investment in the Vermont housing and conservation board’s project
feasibility fund to conduct financial feasibility and infrastructure needs
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analyses of mobile home parks noticed for sale or closure or damaged by
flooding.

(3) Investment in the department of economic, housing and community
development to develop and implement with the Champlain Housing Trust, the
Central  Vermont Community Land Trust, Gilman Housing Trust,
Nel ghborWorks of Western Vermont, Windham & Windsor Housing Trust, and
other stakeholders a program to help finance the purchase, repair, refinance,
and replacement of up to 100 individual mobile homes. The general assembly
further recommends that the department coordinate with the Champlain
Housing Trust and other stakeholders to secure additional grant capital to
help fund the program from a variety of public and private sources.

(4) Investment in the department of economic, housing and community
development to fund the following activities related to mobile home parks that
will be maintained as affordable housing for low-income Vermonters on a
perpetual basis.

(A) the purchase of mobile home parks, including purchase by
resident-owned cooper atives;

(B) infrastructure improvements; and

(C) disaster recovery, including relocation or replacement of mobile
home par ks damaged by flooding.

Sec. 12a. LEGISLATIVE INTENT; SALES AND USE TAX HOLIDAYS FOR
MOBILE HOMES

It is the intent of the general assembly to provide tax relief from the sales
and use tax, the local option sales tax, and the property transfer tax for a
mobile home purchased to replace a mobile home that was damaged or
destroyed as a result of damage incurred during the spring flooding or during
Tropical Storm Irene in 2011. Accordingly, it is the intent of the general
assembly that in House Bill 782 (2012) entitled “An act relating to
miscellaneous tax changes for 2012,” there shall be included a provision
authorizing relief from the sales and use tax, the local option sales tax, and the
property transfer tax for eligible mobile homes purchased during a qualifying
period to replace homes that suffered flood and storm damage, authorizing
reimbursement for eligible taxes paid for mobile homes purchased during the
qualifying period, and authorizing the department of taxes to adopt standards
and procedures necessary to achieve the goals of this section.

Sec. 13. DELAY OF LOAN REPAYMENTS DUE TO TROPICAL STORM
IRENE

Due to the damage caused by Tropical Storm Irene at the Tri-Parks mobile
home parks, the substantial amount of monies necessary for repairs, and the
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unavailability of additional monies to both make the repairs and make loan
payments, the repayment start dates for Sate Revolving Loans RF1-104 and
RF3-163 are hereby delayed by two years until June 1, 2014, without any
penalty or additional costs or fees. Subject to any applicable limitations of
federal law, the secretary of natural resources shall have the authority to offer
similar repayment modifications to other mobile home parks that suffered
damage from Tropical Sorm Irene.

SSCET 2V S A S S TS aTE e toTea:
\SM894. ENERGIZING INSTALLATIONS, REENERGIZING AFTER

ERGENCY DISCONNECTION

A new electrical installation in or on a complex structure; or an
installation used for the testing or construction of a complex
all not be connected or caused to be connected; to a source of

(b) electrical installation in_any structure, including a
single-family owner-oscupied freestanding residence, that was disconnected as
the result of an emerge’Xy that affects the internal eectrical circuits shall not
be reconnected to a souro\of electrical energy until the electrical installation
has been inspected and det\mined to be safe by a licensed journeyman or
licensed master electrician.

(¢) This section shall not construed to limit or interfere with a
contractor’s right to receive paymenNor electrical work for which a certificate
of completion has been granted.

Sec. 15. 26 V.SA. § 904(a) isamended to
(&) Tobecéligiblefor licensure as a type-

\our neyman an applicant shall:

(1) complete an accredited training and
by the board; or

erience program recognized

(2) have had training and experience, withiz\or without this state,

acceptable to the board; and

(3) pass an examination to the satisfaction of the boaxd in one or more
of the following fields:

(A) Automatic gasor oil heating;
(B) Outdoor advertising;
(C) Refrigeration or air conditioning;

(D) Appliance and motor repairs:
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(F) Farm equipment;
(G) Renewable energy systems for one- and two-family dwellings;

H) Any miscellaneous specified area of specialized competence.
Sec. 16. 20\V.SA. § 910 is amended to read:
§910. LICENSE NOT REQUIRED
A license sha\\not be required for the following types of work:

(1) Any decyical work, including construction, installation, operation,
maintenance, and reNair of electrical installations in, on, or about equipment
or premises, which ar§ owned or leased by the operator of any industrial or
manufacturing plant, if tye work is done under the supervision of an electrical
engineer or master electridyan in the employ of the operator;

(2) Indtallation in \aboratories of exposed electrical wiring for
experimental purposes only;

(3) Any electrical work by ¥ the owner er-his-or-herregularemployees
and any unpaid assistants in the eNaer~s owner-occupied, freestanding single
unit residence~n and outbuildings agcessory to sueh the freestanding single
unit residence or any structure on ownex-occupied farms,

(4) Electrical installations perforn&d as a part of a training project of a
vocational school or other educational insNtution. However, the installation
shall be inspected if the building in which the\ostallation is made, isto be used
asa " complex structure’;

(5) Electrical work performed by an el&gtrician’s helper under the
direct supervision of a person who holds an approliate license issued under
this chapter;

A Installation of solar eectric modules and racking on complex
structures to the point of connection to field-fabricated wiring\and erection of
net metered wind turbines.

Sec. 17. EFFECTIVE DATE; TRANS TIONAL PROVIS ONS
(a) This act shall take effect on passage.

(b) In order to provide time for the electrical licensing board to dwvelop
and conduct a test for a type-S journeyman’s license for renewable erlgrgy
installation and for renewable enerqy installers to complete the Iicens\qq
requirements, a license shall not be required for renewable enerq\
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installatl i e electrical licensing board adopts the test
and licensing procedure _

Sec. 14. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.
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