
717

Journal of the House
________________

Wednesday, March 31, 2010

At one o'clock in the afternoon the Speaker called the House to order.

Devotional Exercises

Devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. Amelia Pitton of Bethany
Church, Montpelier, VT.

Message from the Senate No. 26

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Mr. Speaker:

I am directed to inform the House that:

The Senate has on its part adopted joint resolutions of the following titles:

J.R.S. 56. Joint resolution supporting continuing implementation of the
Inter-Rwandan Dialogue.

J.R.S. 58. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.

In the adoption of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

The Senate has on its part adopted Senate concurrent resolutions of the
following titles:

S.C.R. 45. Senate concurrent resolution congratulating Kelly Clark on her
snowboarding triumphs at the 2010 Winter Olympics and U.S. Open.

S.C.R. 46. Senate concurrent resolution honoring Middlebury attorney
Peter Langrock on the fiftieth anniversary of his being admitted to the bar.

The Senate has on its part adopted concurrent resolutions originating in the
House of the following titles:

H.C.R. 285. House concurrent resolution congratulating the Lund Family
Center in Burlington on its 120th anniversary.

H.C.R. 286. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2010 Green
Mountain Glades USA Hockey Tier 1 New England Regional Squirt Division
championship ice hockey team.
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H.C.R. 287. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2010 Bellows
Free Academy-St. Albans Comets Division I girls’ championship ice hockey
team.

H.C.R. 288. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2010 Hazen
Union High School Wildcats Division III championship boys’ basketball team.

H.C.R. 289. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2010 Rutland
High School Raiders girls’ alpine ski team on winning a fourth consecutive
state championship.

H.C.R. 290. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2010 Rutland
High School Raiders championship boys’ alpine skiing team.

H.C.R. 291. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2010 Essex
High School Hornets girls’ indoor track and field championship team.

H.C.R. 292. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2010 Essex
High School Hornets championship gymnastics team.

H.C.R. 293. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2010 Essex
High School Hornets Division I boys’ basketball team.

H.C.R. 294. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2010 Essex
High School Hornets Division I cochampionship boys’ indoor track team.

H.C.R. 295. House concurrent resolution congratulating the Arts Council
of Windham County on its 35th anniversary.

H.C.R. 296. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2010
Spaulding High School Crimson Tide Division I championship boys’ ice
hockey team.

H.C.R. 297. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2010 West
Rutland High School Golden Horde Division IV girls’ basketball
championship team.

H.C.R. 298. House concurrent resolution designating March 27, 2010, at
8:30 p.m.–9:30 p.m. (EDT) as Earth Hour

Message from Governor

A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, by Mr. David
M. Coriell, Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs, as follows:

Mr. Speaker:

I am directed by the Governor to inform the House that on the thirtieth day
of March, 2010, he approved and signed bills originating in the House of the
following titles:
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H. 598 An act relating to sorting early voter absentee ballots;

H. 607 An act relating to codifying and amending the charter of the
Chittenden County Transportation Authority;

H. 761 An act relating to authorization of high-speed intercity
passenger rail program grants.

Committee Bill Introduced

H. 791

Rep. Obuchowski of Rockingham, for the committee on Ways and Means,
introduced a bill, entitled

An act relating to the tax expenditure budget

Which was read the first time and, under the rule, placed on the Calendar
for notice tomorrow.

Bill Referred to Committee on Appropriations

H. 760

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the repeal or revision of certain boards and commissions

Appearing on the Calendar, carrying an appropriation, under rule 35a, was
referred to the committee on Appropriations.

Joint Resolution Referred to Committee

J.R.S. 56

By Senators Miller, Ayer, Bartlett, Brock, Campbell, Carris, Choate,
Cummings, Doyle, Flanagan, Flory, Giard, Hartwell, Illuzzi, Kitchel, Kittell,
Lyons, MacDonald, Mullin, Nitka, Racine, Scott, Sears, Shumlin, Snelling,
Starr, and White,

J.R.S. 56. Joint resolution supporting continuing implementation of the
Inter-Rwandan Dialogue.

Whereas, 20 years ago, Ven Dhyani Ywahoo established the Sunray Peace
Village in Lincoln, Vermont, and during the past two decades, she has
welcomed many interested visitors and peacemakers, and

Whereas, she imparts to her guests, together with other peacemakers such as
Vermont-based international mediator Dr. Louise Diamond, the wise values of
compassion, justice, peace and reconciliation that Native American elders have
long espoused, and
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Whereas, among the peacemakers to the Sunray Peace Village have been
two Spanish lawyer-mediators, and

Whereas, since 1990, hundreds of thousands of innocent persons residing in
the African nation of Rwanda (Rwandans), and representative of that nation’s
three primary ethic groups, Hutu, Tutsi and Twa, as well as Congolese from
the neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo, have perished in one of
the most deadly interethnic conflicts since World War II, and

Whereas, both the United Nations and the European Parliament have
repeatedly declared the existence of important political, economic and strategic
interests in Africa’s Great Lakes region where Rwanda is located, and

Whereas, the fissures in Rwandan society remain extremely deep, and an
extensive restoration of civil harmony is needed in Rwanda and in Africa’s
entire Great Lakes Region in order for social, cultural, commercial and
political life to function with any degree of long-term sustainability, and

Whereas, despite the legal significance of some international judicial
proceedings, a true transformation of Rwandan society will require the
establishment of new and enduring bonds of acceptance, cooperation and trust
among the different Rwandan ethnic, political and social groups, and

Whereas, with this noble goal in mind, the Brussels-based Hutu president of
a victims’ association and the Rwandan government’s Tutsi former
plenipotentiary ambassador to the United Nations initiated an interethnic
Rwanda dialogue, and

Whereas, in 2004, subsequent to the dialogue’s initiation, ten Rwandan men
and women, both Tutsi and Hutu, residing outside Rwanda met in Mallorca,
Spain, and

Whereas, in 2006, after this first successful meeting and extensive
subsequent planning, a second conclave of 20 mixed ethnic Rwandans, both
residents of Rwanda and abroad, and now known as the Inter-Rwandan
Dialogue, was convened in Barcelona, Spain under the auspices of the 1980
Noble Peace Prize laureate Aldolfo Pérez-Esquivel, and

Whereas, the 2006 Inter-Rwandan Dialogue in Barcelona laid the
foundation for the International Network of Truth and Reconciliation in
Central Africa, and the resulting protocol of findings led to five additional
Dialogue Platforms during 2007 and 2008 that were held in Washington, D.C,
(for Rwandans exiled in the United States and Canada); in Amsterdam (for
Rwandans exiled in the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany); in Orleans,
France (for Rwandans exiled in France and Italy); in Barcelona - The Platform
for Rwandan Women (for Rwandan women exiled in seven European
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countries); and in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, where the
plight of Congolese victims, in relation to Rwanda, was the special focus, and

Whereas, in 2009 the Inter-Rwandan Dialogue returned to Mallorca, Spain
where the 30 male and female participants included representatives of the
seven editions of Dialogue belonging to the Hutu, Tutsi and Twa ethnic
groups, and

Whereas, this five-year process has involved former prime ministers,
cabinet ministers, ambassadors and political leaders, as well as representatives
from civil society, victims’ and human rights organizations, and institutions
devoted to peace and economic research, and

Whereas, all of these individuals and organizations have focused on the
future and continuing this larger Inter-Rwandan Dialogue as the legitimate
foundation upon which to build a new Rwanda that all political, ethnic, social,
and economic groups in the country, as well as the international community,
can widely accept, and

Whereas, the progress that the Inter-Rwandan Dialogue has achieved to date
is largely attributable to the enormous leadership of the Spanish mediators
who, in their summer of 2009 visit to the Sunray Peace Village, spoke of the
centrality of Ven Dhyani Ywahoo’s wise values in reducing, and perhaps
ultimately transforming, the extreme animosity that the Hutu, Tutsi and Twa,
as well as Congolese from the neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo,
have developed toward each other, and

Whereas, the Inter-Rwandan Dialogue is an exemplary and realistic model
for the bringing together of opposing ethnic groups involved in major national
and international conflicts, and this unusual and praiseworthy international
dialogue should be universally applauded and encouraged, and if possible, this
dialogue model should be extended to other countries in conflict, now
therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly supports the implementation of the
Inter-Rwandan Dialogue in its development and continuing implementation of
the Inter-Rwandan Dialogue that is premised on the teachings of Ven Dhyani
Ywahoo of Lincoln, Vermont, and be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this
resolution to Ven Dhyani Ywahoo at the Sunray Peace Village in Lincoln,
Vermont and to the administrative offices of the Inter-Rwandan Dialogue in
Barcelona, Spain.
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Which was read and, in the Speaker’s discretion, treated as a bill and referred
to the Committee on General, Housing and Military Affairs.

Joint Resolution Adopted in Concurrence

J.R.S. 58

By Senator Shumlin,

J.R.S. 58. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That when the two Houses adjourn on Friday, April 2, 2010, it be to meet
again no later than Tuesday, April 6, 2010.

Was taken up read and adopted in concurrence.

Third Reading; Bill Passed

H. 771

House bill, entitled

An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the town of
Stowe

Was taken up, read the third time and passed.

Action on Bill Postponed

H. 689

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the Uniform Common Interest Ownership Act

Was taken up and pending the reading of the report of the committee on
Commerce and Economic Development, on motion of Rep. Botzow of
Pownal, action on the bill was postponed until the next legislative day.

Adjournment

At one o'clock and thirty minutes in the afternoon, on motion of Rep.
Komline of Dorset, the House adjourned until tomorrow at one o'clock in the
afternoon.


