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H.407

Introduced by Representatives Mrowicki of Putney, Morrissey of Bennington,

Milkey of Brattleboro, Adams of Hartland, Ainsworth of
Royalton, Andrews of Rutland City, Aswad of Burlington,
Atkins of Winooski, Audette of South Burlington, Baker of
West Rutland, Bissonnette of Winooski, Bohi of Hartford,
Botzow of Pownal, Branagan of Georgia, Bray of New Haven,
Brennan of Colchester, Burke of Brattleboro, Canfield of Fair
Haven, Cheney of Norwich, Clark of Vergennes, Clarkson of
Woodstock, Clerkin of Hartford, Conquest of Newbury,
Consgo of Sheldon, Copeland-Hanzas of Bradford, Courcelle
of Rutland City, Davis of Washington, Devereux of Mount
Holly, Edwards of Brattleboro, Evans of Essex, Fagan of
Rutland City, Fisher of Lincoln, Fory of Pittsford, Frank of
Underhill, French of Shrewsbury, French of Randolph, Gilbert
of Fairfax, Grad of Moretown, Haas of Rochester, Helm of
Castleton, Howard of Rutland City, Howrigan of Fairfield,
Jerman of Essex, Jewett of Ripton, Kitzmiller of Montpelier,
Krawczyk of Bennington, Lanpher of Vergennes, Larocque of
Barnet, Lawrence of Lyndon, Lenes of Shelburne, Lewis of

Derby, Lippert of Hinesburg, Macaig of Williston, Maier of
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Middlebury, Macolm of Pawlet, Marcotte of Coventry, Marek
of Newfane, Martin of Springfield, Martin of Wolcott, Masland
of Thetford, McAllister of Highgate, McCullough of Williston,
McDonald of Berlin, McFaun of Barre Town, McNeil of
Rutland Town, Moran of Wardsboro, Nuovo of Middlebury,
O’ Brien of Richmond, Obuchowski of Rockingham, O’ Donnell
of Vernon, Orr of Charlotte, Partridge of Windham, Pearce of
Richford, Peaslee of Guildhall, Perley of Enosburg, Poirier of
Barre City, Potter of Clarendon, Pugh of South Burlington, Ram
of Burlington, Savage of Swanton, Shand of Weathersfield,
South of St. Johnsbury, Spengler of Colchester, Stevens of
Shoreham, Sweaney of Windsor, Townsend of Randolph,
Trombley of Grand Isle, Webb of Shelburne, Wheeler of Derby,
Wilson of Manchester, Wizowaty of Burlington, Zenie of
Colchester and Zuckerman of Burlington

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Health; budget; Medicaid; chiropractic

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to restore funding for chiropractic

servicesin Medicaid in fiscal year 20009.
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An act relating to restoration of chiropractic servicesin Medicaid in fiscal
year 2009

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. FINDINGS

The genera assembly finds that:

(1) Chiropractic coveragein Medicaid is a cost-effective method of

treating certain health conditions, including back and neck pain. As indicated

in the memorandum from the office of Vermont health access dated January

20, 2009, “When the state mandate [to cover chiropractic services| is removed

(as of February 1), Medicaid participants will receive these services through

other covered health care providers.”

(2) Chiropractic services are less expensive than similar services

provided by hedlth care providers other than chiropractors.

(3) The budget rescission to eliminate chiropractic servicesin Medicaid

will not achieve budget savings and could increase Medicaid costs.

Sec. 2. MEDICAID CHIROPRACTIC SERVICES

(a) In fiscal year 2009, the amount of $98,131.00 is appropriated from the

genera fund, and $143,274.00 is appropriated from federal funds to the agency

of human services for the Global Commitment for Health Medicaid

Section 1115 waiver.

(b) Infiscal year 2009, the amount of $241,405.00 is appropriated from the

Global Commitment fund to the office of Vermont health access. The intent of
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these funds to restore chiropractic servicesin the Medicaid program that were

eliminated in the rescission actions of the joint fiscal committee on

December 19, 2008.
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