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Declining numbers of College-Eligible Students

• Total number of HS graduates 

have decreased by 2% since 

2018

• HS graduation rate has 

decreased by ~2% in the 

same time period

Source: https://www.greatschoolspartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2022-Common-Data-Report-Final-1-24-23.pdf



The End is NOT in Sight

• Projected HS graduates in VT drops 17% or 1,160 students between today and 

2036-2037

• Most of this comes from public school graduates:

• Decline in HS grads projected to be 18%

• Decline in HS grads projected to be -1,050 students

Source: https://knocking.wiche.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2020/12/All-Projections.pdf



College-Going Rates

• Vermonters enroll in college at very low rates

� Lowest in New England (see blow)

� In the bottom 8 states (see right)

Source: https://www.greatschoolspartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2022-Common-Data-Report-Final-1-24-23.pdf



• Decrease of ~4% of enrollment at public four-year 

institutions in Vermont

Source: https://research.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/trends-in-college-pricing-presentation-202



• Increase of ~3-4% of enrollment at public two-year 

institutions in Vermont 

Source: https://research.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/trends-in-college-pricing-presentation-202



Again - the End is             
NOT in Sight

• College aspiration rates of Vermonters are 

dropping

• The aspiration gap is led by male students and 

first-generation students

• Parents are also emphasizing college less

Source: https://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/Research/2023%20research%20brief%20final%208-15.pdf



Bad News for the VT Economy

• 51% of the jobs forecasted to be in VT in 

2031 will require at least a degree

• An additional 17% will require some 

college

• 68% of all forecasted jobs will require AT 

LEAST some college

Source: https://cew.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/Projections_2031-State-Report.p



Where are Vermonters going?

• 5770 students enrolled in HS in 2020

• 83% graduated from HS – 4789 total 

students

• 48.9% enroll in college – 2342 total 

students

• 1604 went to college in-state (68%)

• 738 out of state

• Most enrolled in private 

institutions in New England and 

New York State

Source: 2020 IPEDS



Collaboration between Public Institutions of Higher Education

• Panel Session, including VSAC, at the VT School Counselor 

Association Conference 

• Discussion with UVM’s VT College Advisory Board

• Pathway Programs/Articulation Agreements

• CCV Advisors regularly meet with UVM and VTSU Admissions teams



Why are Vermonters going/not going to college?

1. Expectations from family/caregivers

2. Future financial security

Reasons students go:

1. Confidence in self to get the work done

2. Affordability

Reasons students don’t go:

How can we (collectively – public IHEs, VSAC, State 
Government, secondary education, etc.) fix the 

college-going rate problem in VT?
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