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This document serves as the 2010 reporting requirement for the 2010 sex offender registry 

checks (SORC) completed thus far.  The following pages serve to break down the registry 

compliance checks conducted by county and will also draw a comparison to those completed 

during calendar year 2009.  The data contained within this report has been gained through 

several sources, mostly dependant on the Spillman system, which is utilized by approximately 

95% of the police departments in the state.  As was the case in last year’s report, there are 

several Special Investigations Units (SIUS) that utilize a standalone tracking system separate 

from Spillman.   

In 2010 the Uniform Division of the Vermont State Police took the initiative to embark on their 

own SORC sweeps throughout the year.  This involved the Station Commanders at each 

barracks organizing a check of the registered sex offenders living within the barracks’ 

geographical area of responsibility.  These sweeps incorporated in many cases, local agencies, 

the Department of Corrections, and the U.S. Marshals Service, as well as the local SIUs.  Having 

the Uniform Division organize and take part in these sweeps accounted for a significant and 

noticeable increase in the number of sex offender registry checks completed in 2010.  This also 

met the goal set forth in last year’s report in developing a way in which to increase the 

frequency in which the SORCs are conducted. 

During 2010 several changes occurred within the Vermont State Police Special Investigations 

Unit (VSP SIU).  The first change was increasing the number of troopers assigned as forensic 

investigators attached to The Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force (ICAC) which was 

necessary as the case load increased dramatically at ICAC as each of the SIUs was developed 

and became operational.  The majority of SIU cases investigated have some type of digital 

component associated with them, whether it is computer evidence located on a hard drive, 

evidence located on a multi-media storage device, or cell phone to give a few examples.  The 

result was a large back log of digital evidence that needed to be assessed.  With that, the 

Vermont State Police provided two (2) more Detective Troopers to ICAC.  It should also be 

noted that child pornography cases are becoming more prominent and are among the cases that 

the SIU detectives investigate with the assistance of Computer Forensic Investigators.  These 

cases are very complex and often deal with a multitude of court orders from subpoenas to 

search warrants.  A majority of the case investigations span across state lines and involve other 

law enforcement agencies, both state and federal.   The child pornography cases are very time 

consuming and can quickly drain available resources.  

The Computer Forensic Examiners assigned to ICAC are now supervised by the Vermont Crime 

Lab supervising Lieutenant.  Since this group of investigators deals exclusively with the 

analysis of digital evidence, it seemed more appropriate that the unit be supervised from the 

crime lab perspective. 

 



 

 

 

In Lamoille County the state police have stationed a full time detective trooper in that unit 

whereas last year a supervising Sergeant was assigned there to handle cases in addition to his 

normal supervisory duties and responsibilities.   

Other changes that have occurred within the structure of the state police SIU include the 

branching of the Northwest Unit for Special Investigations (NUSI), which is now overseen by 

the “A” Troop BCI Lieutenant.  This was done to accommodate the Multi-Disciplinary Team 

and the Director of NUSI who requested more local control for the SIU rather than the 

established chain of command. 

 Additions to the unit over the course of the last year include detective troopers assigned to both 

Windham and Caledonia counties as well, bringing the total number of state police personnel 

assigned to the SIU, to include supervisors , to 18.  Attached is an organizational chart outlining 

the VSP SIU structure. 

Regarding the organization and execution of county wide Sex Offender Registry Checks 

(SORC), this still falls to the individual county SIU Directors/Coordinators.  The Vermont State 

Police Uniform Division made it an objective this year to hold a SORC within the geographic 

coverage area of each barracks.  With that, each station commander organized and executed a 

SORC at some point during the calendar year 2010.  This initiative was met with great success 

as they often incorporated participation by local and federal authorities as well as the 

Department of Corrections.   

As a brief overview as to what a SORC is, it requires that a law enforcement officer or officer 

from the department of corrections, physically go to the registered address of a sex offender and 

verify that the offender is in fact residing at the registered location and is in compliance with the 

registry requirements.  Many of these checks are done as a course of action by Probation and 

Parole in checking on their parolees who are on the registry.   

Sweeps are generally done in coordination with local and federal authorities and are carried out 

at varying times through the year, and with that it would not be unusual for a single offender to 

be checked several times during the course of a year which explains why in the following pages 

there may be instances in which there are more SORCs completed than there are registered sex 

offenders in a given area.   

In 2010 the U.S. Marshals Service (USMS) offered their assistance in taking part in several 

registry checks throughout the state.  This was in conjunction with the role the USMS has in 

enforcing the federal Adam Walsh Act.  Historically the USMS has been of great assistance 

when it has been determined that a registered sex offender has been in violation of the Adam 

Walsh Act, typically the USMS will assume the case on the federal level.  This year, the USMS 



 

 

took an active role in participating in the actual SORC with members of the SIUs, local law 

enforcement and the department of corrections in three organized sweeps during the year. 

Overall there was an increase in the number of sex offenders checked in 2010 (1394) as 

compared to 2009 (1064).  1This is due in large part by the cooperative efforts of local, state and 

federal law enforcement agencies, the added sweeps conducted by the VSP Uniform Division 

and the increased efforts of the local SIU coordinators/directors in meeting this requirement of 

ACT 1.  ACT 1 stipulates that the individual Special Investigations Units “…shall be responsible 

for the investigation of this chapter’s registry requirements and are authorized to conduct in-person 

registry compliance checks in a time, place and manner it deems appropriate in furtherance of the 

purposes of this chapter.  This section shall not be construed to prohibit local law enforcement from 

enforcing the provisions of this chapter.”  Several SIU coordinator/directors have fulfilled this 

obligation under ACT 1 by conducting larger scale Sex Offender Registry checks, while some 

others have not. 

The year has seen some improvements in the units overall as far as their individual 

development and organization.  The VSP has increased the number of troopers dedicated to the 

units and each unit has seen an increase in call volume and cases handled.  Ultimately it would 

be good to see more investigative involvement in the units by local police departments and 

Sheriff’s departments so that a true partnering relationship can be developed and each unit can 

exist as a true MDT. 

According to the Vermont Sex Offender Registry there are currently 2,433 registrants, which 

includes Active (those living in Vermont communities), Inactive (those that are currently 

incarcerated), Pending (they have been convicted but registration is not yet complete), 

Homeless, Student/Employed in Vermont.  For the purposes of this report, only those that fall 

into the categories of Active or Homeless were used for a total number, of which there are 1,411.  

In 2009 there were 1,435 registrants in these categories. 2 

The breakdown of those is as follows by county for 2010: 

Addison – 50 

Bennington – 108 

Caledonia – 104 

                                                           
1
 Based on Spillman cases generated for Sex Offender registry Checks. 

2
 The number of registered offenders in a given geographic area changes as new offenders move into or out of an 

area, or their registration status changes.  The number of registrants on the date of a given SORC check may be 

different than the number of registrants at the time this report is generated. 



 

 

Chittenden – 293 

Essex – 26 

Franklin – 139 

Grand Isle – 18 

Lamoille – 41 

Orange – 60 

Orleans – 63 

Rutland – 158 

Washington – 122 

Windham – 110 

Windsor – 119 

 

According to the Spillman system, which is the record keeping system utilized by the majority 

of police agencies throughout the state, the following is the breakdown of sex offenders checked 

in 2010as well as violation arrests made in 2010.  These numbers do not include registry checks 

conducted by the Department of Corrections outside of any sweeps that were organized by law 

enforcement.  The Spillman system and any DOC tracking system utilized are not interfaced 

therefore the DOC numbers are not readily available for this report.  It should be noted that 

many registrants are also living under the supervision of the DOC and are checked on as 

determined by the DOC. 

 

 

County                           Registrants Checked                        Violation Arrests/Warrant 

Addison                         70             0 

Bennington                    108              6 

Caledonia     91             6 

Chittenden   394                                                       9 



 

 

Essex    15             0 

Franklin3               151            18 

Grand Isle              42            1 

Lamoille             53            4 

Orange             70            1 

Orleans            69            2 

Rutland           215           9 

Washington          35           2 

Windham           40           1 

Windsor          28           3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
3
 NUSI ran their SORC in conjunction with the VSP Uniform Division SORC, which also incorporated local police 

departments.  Updated numbers may be available at a later date and will be forwarded  



 

 

SIU Organizational Chart 
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