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Senators Rodgers and Flory move that the Senate propose to the House that
thebill be amended as follows:

First: By striking out Secs. 9 and 10 in their entiréty and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:
Sec. 9. AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOURCES WORKING GROUP ON

RECOVERY OF NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGES

(a) Formation. On or before July 1. 2016, the Secretary of Natural

Resources (Secretary) shall establish a Natural Resource Damages Working

Group (Working Group) to develop proposed legislation that authorizes the

Secretary to recover for natural resource damages (NRDs) when there is a

rlease of hazardous materials into the environment that causes injury,

destruction, or the loss of natural resources for which the State is the trustee.

The Working Group shall consist of interested stakeholders and include

ndividuals or groups with expertise in the subject matter of NRDs,

avironmental liability, or economic analyses or modeling. The working .

goup shall consider, at a minimum, the following information in the

kv-elopment of its recommendations:

(1) the existing authorization of the Secretary under the federal

Grmprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act

(EERCLA) and Oil Pollution Act (OPA) for the recovery of NRDs as a trustee
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of the State and the Sccerctary’s historic and current use of federal authority in

the recovery of NRDs on behall of the State;

(2) the existing statutory and regulatory authonty of the Sceretary under

Vermont law to recover NRDs, and the Sceretary’s use of State authority to

recover NRDs on behalt of the State,

(3)_existing regulations promulgated by the LS Department of Intenor
and the National Oceime and Atmaosphenie Admumstration that govern

NRD asscssment and damage chmy purswant (0 CERCLA and OPPA

respeetively; and
(4) _existing law from other stutes that have specilic authonty to regover
NRDs scparate and apart trom thers participation in CLRCEA and OPA as
trustees for the state and how vther statey utihzg such authornity
(b) Report. On or betore January 138, 2017, the Sevrctary ahall teport to the

Scnate and House Comnuttees vn Natuad Resowrves aud Luctgy and the

House Commitige gn | b, Wilditfe snd Water Resvwses with the indinga and

recommendations of the Workiag CUruvg,. Tha repurt shall iociude,
(1) the information syalusted by the Working Uroug,

recommendations; and
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(3) if legislative changes are recommended, draft legislation

imnl €ementing the recommendations.

Set. 10. [Deleted.]
$econd: In Sec. 13 (effective dates), in subsection (a), after “8 (ANR

information requests),” and before “, 11 (ANR enforcement)” by striking out

“0-1 Q (natural resources damages)” and inserting in lieu thereof 9 (Natural

Resource Damage Working Group)
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