VERMONT JUDICIARY

Court Administrator’s Office
Research & Information Services

MEMORANDUM
TO: Judicial Advisory Council
FV‘ROM: _ Ron Titus
Interim CIO
DATE: October 25, 2013
SUBJECT: , Court- Collections Data and Processes

Attached for your information are several tables containing information on the amount of
assessments in criminal cases (attachment 1 and 2) and cases in the Judicial Bureau, civil
violations (attachments 3 and 4). Attachment 5 lists the account categories included in the
assessments. The available data is from the VTADS case management system and displays the
amount assessed by fiscal year for the last five years and the amount collected in each
subsequent fiscal year of the base year assessment. The amount collected accumulates in the
total amount collected against the amount assessed in the base year.

The column charts and tables (attachments 2 and 4) show of how the assessments were
collected, cash, non-cash (check, credit card, money order), and credit collection agency. (Cash
and checks are currently combined for civil violations.) Assessments to be collected via the
Dept. of Taxes’ Income Tax Refund Offset Program are not included for reasons specified below.

It should be noted that this data is only an initial look at collection data. It is expected that this
information will generate questions to obtain additional information and detail.

Collection procedures

lndxvnduals have 70 days to pay any-assessments. After 70 days any outstanding amounts are
sent to the collection agency, Alliance 1, or to the Department of Taxes for collections.
Individuals with verifiable SSN’s (have an SSN on file with the DMV) are sent to the Department
of Taxes once a year in December to be included in the Tax Refund Offset Program. All other
accounts over 70 days are sent to collections monthly. Some courts do allow payment plans
but leave it up to the individual to pay the monthly amount on time. If a payment planis
delinquent more than 70 days then it is sent to collections or held to be included in the Income
" Tax Refund Offset Program. The Judicial Bureau notifies the DMV to suspend the individual
license if a payment is missed.

It should be noted that assessments sent to the Tax Refund Offset Program are zeroed out and
the individual can no longer pay the assessment at the court. The individual will have the
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assessment deducted from his tax refund. The assessment is zeroed out because the Dept. of
Taxes does not send assessment collected back to the court but sends them directly to the
appropriate agency. This is not true for the Judicial Bureau; the Dept. of Taxes does send the
assessment collected to the Judicial Bureau (noted in attachments 3 and 4) and fhey apply
them to the appropriate cases. The individuals may pay assessment to the Bureau and the

- Department of Taxes is notified weekly that the assessment has been satisfied or partially paid.

Courts may accept payments after they have been sent to the collection agency. If the
assessment is paid after it has been sent to collections it is “recalled” from collections.

Basic Finding

Criminal Cases
e Collections over 5 years are greater than 70% :
‘e If you include those assessments sent to the Dept. of Taxes, collections is probably
greater than 80% (Dept. of Taxes should be queried to see what they are able to collect.)

Civil Violations
e Collections are 90% or better over 5 years.
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'_ Collections Memo Attachment 5

VISION account categories included in the criminal assessment/collection data set:

Administrative Ticket Processing Fee

Bail Forfeiture v

Criminal Fines*

Criminal Transportation Fund*

Fish & Wildlife Restitutions

Fish & Wildlife Violations

Local Tickets

Non-Suff Fund Check Charges

Public Defender Fund '

Surcharge for BAC Testing - 60.00

Surcharge for DUI Enforcement Fund

Surcharge for PD Order, DWI Offense

Surcharge for Special Investigative Unit

Surcharge, Conventional

Tech Admin-12.50

Transportation Fund

Victims Restitution (surcharge) » ,
These categories are mostly similar to the VTADS codes with a few exceptions: “Local Tickets” includes
accounts ranging from Adamant to West Windsor; Surcharge, Conventional includes accounts ranging
from Surcharge to Surcharge & Victim Comp. Fund - 47.00. : '

*Specific to Criminal



