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January 31, 2016 
 
 
Ms. Karolyn White 
Vermont Department for Children and Families 
103 South Main Street 
Waterbury, VT 05676-1201 
 
Subject:   Updated Forecast of Reach Up and Reach Ahead Caseloads  
 
Dear Karolyn:  
 
Based on an updated analysis of Reach Up and Reach Ahead entries and exits, the Reach Up 
caseload is expected to continue declining through SFY 2018.  We forecast a caseload 
averaging approximately 4,448 cases in SFY 2016, 3,996 in SFY 2017 and 3,661in SFY 2018.  
With substantial program changes implemented just in July 2015, the Reach Ahead program’s 
future caseload is difficult to project at this point.  However,  based on our best assumptions 
about  the portion of Reach Up cases that will become eligible for Reach Ahead each month 
and how long cases will remain in the program,  we expect the Reach Ahead caseload to 
average 542 in SFY 2016, 588 in SFY 2017 and 517 in SFY 2018.   
 
This forecast is based on an average, seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate of 3.4% for 2016 
and 3.3% for 2017 and 3.2% for 2018—projections prepared by Vermont economist Tom Kavet 
in January 2016.  This forecast assumes that neither the Reach Up or Reach Ahead programs 
will undergo future policy changes that alter the rate at which cases enter and exit the 
caseload.    
 

The Reach Up caseload forecast is based on caseload data from July 1984 through December 
2015 and on historical unemployment rate estimates from the Vermont Department of Labor.  
These data are input to a model that consists of a series of statistical analyses.  The analyses 
predict future caseloads based on the historical effect of Vermont unemployment rates and 
seasonality on monthly rates of entry to and exit from the state’s Reach Up caseload. 
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  Reach Up Reach Ahead 

 
 
 

Month 

 
 
 

Actual  

Forecast 
  

 
Range 

  
Point Lower Upper Actual Forecast 

1-Jul-15 4,683 4,683 
  

462 462 

1-Aug-15 4,638 4,638 
  

480 480 

1-Sep-15 4,539 4,539 
  

496 496 

1-Oct-15 4,488 4,488 
  

528 528 

1-Nov-15 4,454 4,454 
  

558 558 

1-Dec-15 4,430 4,430 
  

538 538 

1-Jan-16 
 

4,399 4,288 4,478 
 

551 

1-Feb-16 
 

4,407 4,257 4,451 
 

557 

1-Mar-16 
 

4,395 4,260 4,460 
 

570 

1-Apr-16 
 

4,353 4,246 4,451 
 

580 

1-May-16 
 

4,322 4,202 4,412 
 

584 

1-Jun-16 
 

4,274 4,170 4,385 
 

602 

1-Jul-16 
 

4,194 4,122 4,340 
 

605 

1-Aug-16 
 

4,143 4,046 4,265 
 

606 

1-Sep-16 
 

4,092 3,996 4,218 
 

609 

1-Oct-16 
 

4,031 3,945 4,170 
 

601 

1-Nov-16 
 

3,974 3,886 4,114 
 

590 

1-Dec-16 
 

3,961 3,830 4,060 
 

585 

1-Jan-17 
 

3,933 3,808 4,056 
 

584 

1-Feb-17 
 

3,965 3,778 4,030 
 

584 

1-Mar-17 
 

3,965 3,803 4,062 
 

584 

1-Apr-17 
 

3,924 3,799 4,064 
 

578 

1-May-17 
 

3,903 3,758 4,027 
 

570 

1-Jun-17 
 

3,867 3,736 4,010 
 

562 

1-Jul-17 
 

3,800 3,699 3,978 
 

555 

1-Aug-17 
 

3,770 3,635 3,916 
 

547 

1-Sep-17 
 

3,722 3,605 3,890 
 

540 

1-Oct-17 
 

3,672 3,557 3,845 
 

530 

1-Nov-17 
 

3,636 3,510 3,800 
 

521 

1-Dec-17 
 

3,625 3,473 3,767 
 

515 

1-Jan-18 
 

3,607 3,453 3,763 
 

509 

1-Feb-18 
 

3,644 3,432 3,747 
 

505 

1-Mar-18 
 

3,651 3,462 3,785 
 

501 

1-Apr-18 
 

3,616 3,463 3,793 
 

497 

1-May-18 
 

3,611 3,428 3,762 
 

494 

1-Jun-18 
 

3,572 3,419 3,759 
 

491 

SFY 2016 
 

4,448 4,237 4,440 
 

542 

SFY 2017 
 

3,996 3,876 4,118 
 

588 

SFY 2018 
 

3,661 3,511 3,817 
 

517 

 

Please do not hesitate to 
contact me or Rob McIntyre 
who led this analysis with any 
questions about this letter or 
related issues. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Leslie Black-Plumeau 
 
Cc: Robert McIntyre 







LIHEAP Funding & Benefit Stats Compilation 21-Dec-15 R. Moffi ~ DCF/ESD/Fuel&Utility

Full Season Nov-Apr

LIHEAP LIHEAP State TOTAL Fuel Liability Fuel Liability Avg cost Purchase Power

SFY Total Carry-Over (1) Funds FUNDS Households Avg. Benefit petro/gal Gallons / %age SFY

All Fuel Types (2) & (2A) (3)

2016 $18,900,000 $2,515,000 $3,357,500 $24,772,500 24,700 $663 $2.41 274  /  36% 2016

Note:  Numbers in Italics & Underlined  are estimated.

2015 $18,965,161 $2,074,954 $5,000,000 $26,040,115 25,147 $783 $2.87 274  /  36% 2015

2014 $19,140,144 $591,060 $8,100,000 $27,831,204 26,625 $792 $3.62 219  /  29% 2014

2013 $18,359,509 $1,583,684 $9,700,000 $29,643,193 (4) 27,776 $898 $3.85 233  /  31% 2013

2012 $19,529,156 $4,005,000 $6,100,000 $29,634,156 27,100 $900 $3.61 249  /  33% 2012

2011 $27,557,850 $6,687,000 $0 $34,244,850 (5) 26,546 $866 $3.31 262  /  34% 2011

2010 $27,341,881 $5,447,000 $0 $32,788,881 20,399 $1,064 $2.68 397  /  52% 2010

2009 $38,642,377 $363,000 $0 $39,005,377 (6) 19,227 $1,718 $2.62 656  /  86% 2009

2008 $16,883,723 $1,780,000 $5,898,032 $24,561,755 (7) 15,369 $1,362 $3.24 420  /  55% 2008

(1) The carry-over amounts are for a June 30 State Fiscal Year close-out

(2) "Blended price" for oil/propane/kerosene after required discount from FY2009 to 2013 and MOR/DOR plan from SFY2014 forward

(2A) SFY2015 price includes MOR & DOR pricing agreements that provided an average savings of 19 cents per gallon off retail

(3) Assumes average winter consumption of 764 gallons for a delivered petro fuel (oil/propane/kerosene) 

(4) Includes $130,000+ in non-block grant LIHEAP funds

(5) Income maximum increased from 156% federal poverty level gross per month to 185% fpl, and resource test eliminated

(6) In July 2008 - heating oil approached $5.00/gallon

(7) State Funds Contributed Prior to SFY 2008:  SFY2007 $590,769;  SFY2006 $10,200,000;  and SFY 2005 $1,000,000

No state funds were contributed to LIHEAP prior to FFY2005

Note:  Approximate conversion of funds into increase or decrease average full-season full-fuel-liability benefit

For FFY2016 $50,000 = $3 additional $100,000 = $5 additional

$500,000 = $23 additional $1.0 Million = $45 additional



Weatherization Fund 21235     
Fuel Gross Receipts Tax

2005 05 Cumulative % change 2006 06 Cumulative % change 2007 07 Cumulative % change 2008 08 Cumulative % change 2009 09 Cumulative % change 2010 10 Cumulative % change

JULY 1,109,738             1,109,738         -                                                      1,335,340                  1,335,340         20.33% 1,271,579           1,109,738         -16.89% 1,549,277         1,549,277         39.61% 1,631,718                            1,631,718         5.32% 1,401,309          1,401,309                                     -14.12%
AUGUST 11,659                   1,121,397         -                                                      21,944                        1,357,284         21.04% 238,164              1,509,743         11.23% 382,030             1,931,307         27.92% 12,737                                  1,644,455         -14.85% 50,321                1,451,629                                     -11.73%
SEPT 17,517                   1,138,915         -                                                      (100,507)                    1,256,776         10.35% (143,919)             1,365,824         8.68% (476,126)            1,455,181         6.54% (97,710)                                 1,546,744         6.29% 186,198             1,637,828                                     5.89%
OCT 1,137,797             2,276,711         -                                                      1,196,619                  2,453,396         7.76% 1,268,611           2,634,435         7.38% 1,289,773         2,744,954         4.20% 1,423,680                            2,970,424         8.21% 1,205,904          2,843,732                                     -4.27%
NOV 26,862                   2,303,573         -                                                      27,794                        2,481,190         7.71% 42,488                 2,676,924         7.89% 4,288                  2,749,242         2.70% 4,826                                    2,975,250         8.22% 948                      2,844,680                                     -4.39%
DEC 4,992                     2,308,565         -                                                      (87,459)                      2,393,731         3.69% (38,209)               2,638,715         10.23% 2,061                  2,751,303         4.27% (68,459)                                 2,906,791         5.65% (95,971)              2,748,709                                     -5.44%
JAN 1,772,980             4,081,544         -                                                      2,004,976                  4,398,707         7.77% 1,996,677           4,635,392         5.38% 2,146,652         4,897,956         5.66% 2,170,152                            5,076,943         3.65% 1,897,202          4,645,911                                     -8.49%
FEB 17,690                   4,099,235         -                                                      38,109                        4,436,816         8.24% 56,490                 4,691,882         5.75% 27,154               4,925,109         4.97% (183,225)                              4,893,717         -0.64% (236,289)            4,409,622                                     -9.89%
MARCH (389,373)               3,709,862         -                                                      (222,394)                    4,214,422         13.60% (156,196)             4,535,686         7.62% (223,180)            4,701,929         3.67% 9,901                                    4,903,619         4.29% 295                      4,409,917                                     -10.07%
APRIL 2,441,082             6,150,944         -                                                      2,147,975                  6,362,396         3.44% 2,651,140           7,186,826         12.96% 2,941,297         7,643,226         6.35% 2,871,980                            7,775,598         1.73% 2,586,992          6,996,909                                     -10.01%
MAY 155,778                6,306,722         -                                                      124,337                     6,486,733         2.85% 40,668                 7,227,494         11.42% 128,875             7,772,101         7.54% (227,191)                              7,548,408         -2.88% (264,590)            6,732,319                                     -10.81%
JUNE (278,397)               6,028,325         -                                                      (288,558)                    6,198,176         2.82% (369,751)             6,857,743         10.64% (392,075)            7,380,026         7.62% 5,325                                    7,553,733         2.35% 30,033                6,762,352                                     -10.48%
TOTAL 6,028,325             6,198,176                  6,857,743           7,380,026         7,553,733                            6,762,352          

2.82% 10.64% 7.62% 2.35% -10.48%

STATE FISCAL YEAR Projected
2011 11 Cumulative % change 2012 12 Cumulative % change 2013 13 Cumulative % change 2014 14 Cumulative % change 2015 15 Cumulative % change 2016 16 Cumulative % change

JULY 2,299,727             2,299,727         64.11% 1,777,361                  1,777,361         -22.71% 1,746,823           1,746,823         -1.72% 1,831,271         1,831,271         4.83% 1,810,350                            1,810,350         -1.14% 1,110,747          1,110,747                                     -38.64%
AUGUST -                         2,299,727         58.42% 21,848                        1,799,209         -21.76% 51,308                 1,798,131         -0.06% 38,431               1,869,702         3.98% (173,700)                              1,636,650         -12.46% 500,844             1,611,591                                     -1.53%
SEPT 498,913                2,798,640         70.88% 4,945                          1,804,154         -35.53% (160,754)             1,637,377         -9.24% (665,794)            1,203,907         -26.47% 6,148                                    1,642,799         36.46% 15,895                1,627,486                                     -0.93%
OCT 116,776                2,915,416         2.52% 1,614,143                  3,418,297         17.25% 1,586,131           3,223,508         -5.70% 1,607,290         2,811,197         -12.79% 1,657,284                            3,300,083         17.39% 1,561,171          3,188,657                                     -3.38%
NOV 569                         2,915,986         2.51% (385,200)                    3,033,097         4.02% (143,697)             3,079,811         1.54% (102,960)            2,708,237         -12.06% (160,444)                              3,139,638         15.93% 9,752                  3,198,409                                     1.87%
DEC 2,434,713             5,350,699         94.66% 11,766                        3,044,863         -43.09% 39                         3,079,850         1.15% 16,149               2,724,386         -11.54% 25,246                                  3,164,884         16.17% (157,584)            3,040,825                                     -3.92%
JAN 59,707                   5,410,406         16.46% 2,399,465                  5,444,328         0.63% 2,513,763           5,593,613         2.74% 2,479,616         5,204,002         -6.97% 2,426,649                            5,591,533         7.45% 1,641,257          4,682,083                                     -16.26%
FEB 20,453                   5,430,859         23.16% 78,799                        5,523,126         1.70% 18,630                 5,612,243         1.61% (307,674)            4,896,328         -12.76% (276,210)                              5,315,323         8.56% (231,285)           4,450,798                                     -16.26%
MARCH 2,596,170             8,027,030         82.02% (322,497)                    5,200,630         -35.21% (367,535)             5,244,708         0.85% 16,056               4,912,383         -6.34% 13,664                                  5,328,987         8.48% 11,442               4,462,240                                     -16.26%
APRIL (432,457)               7,594,573         8.54% 3,108,344                  8,308,973         9.41% 3,127,374           8,372,082         0.76% 3,674,927         8,587,310         2.57% 3,340,074                            8,669,062         0.95% 2,796,818         7,259,058                                     -16.26%
MAY 38,918                   7,633,491         13.39% 13,554                        8,322,527         9.03% 129,279              8,501,361         2.15% (393,539)            8,193,771         -3.62% (558,190)                              8,110,872         -1.01% (467,401)           6,791,657                                     -16.26%
JUNE (410)                       7,633,081         12.88% (485,004)                    7,837,523         2.68% 10,228                 8,511,589         8.60% 39,946               8,233,717         -3.26% 73,660                                  8,184,532         -0.60% 61,680               6,853,337                                     -16.26%
TOTAL 7,633,081             7,837,523                  8,511,589           8,233,717         8,184,532                            6,853,337         

12.88% 2.68% 8.60% -3.26% -0.60% -16.26%

STATE FISCAL YEAR

Fuel Gross Receipts Tax

DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Weatherization Fund (21235) 

SUMMARY OF CASH RECEIPTS
Thru January 2016

STATE FISCAL YEAR
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