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TO:       House Appropriations Services Committee (Rep. Johnson, Chair; Rep. Fagan, Vice Chair; Rep. 

Keenan, Ranking Member; Rep. Helm; Rep. Feltus; Rep. Hooper; Rep. Lanpher; Rep. O’Brien; 

Rep. Pearce; Rep. Toll, and Rep. Trieber)  
 

FROM:  Karen Schwartz, Executive Director 
 

RE:   SFY2016 DRAFT Composite Reduction List ~ Developmental Services Caseload Reduction 
  

         DDAIL-DS      $880,000 General Fund + $1,120,000 Federal Funds  =  $  2,300,000 
 

DATE:  March 12, 2015 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to speak about the developmental services caseload cut that is on the 

composite reduction list.  
 

VTDDC is vitally interested because we are mandated by federal law to act as an independent 

advocate and bring the voices of people with developmental disabilities and their families to the 

policymaking table. 
 

If implemented this would be the 8th
 ROLLBACK in as many years, once again hitting people served by 

the system of care that we promised Vermonters when we closed our institution, the Brandon 

Training School, to support them to live in communities across Vermont with dignity, respect and 

independence.   

 

With this additional reduction the SFY2016 developmental services budget would fall far short of the 

minimum necessary to serve people who are eligible and meet current, restricted funding priorities 

for services.   

 

PLEASE CONSIDER THE CUMULATIVE IMPACT OF RESCISSIONS: 

 

1. 6 ROLLBACKS IN 6 YEARS TOTALLING OVER $14 MILLION have already seriously undermined 

services for people receiving care. In each rollback people lost supports that help them on the job 

and in the community; family caregivers and home providers lost respite hours; and key staff that 

helped people move toward independence like job developers were cut. People were moved into 

congregate day settings, and also wrap services, where the developmental home provider acts as 

employer and controls the budget for virtually all services, with minimal oversight.  
 

In short, people being served were cut to meet the needs of new people coming into the system. 
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2. THERE IS ALREADY A $1.9 MILLION ROLLBACK IN THE  SFY2016 RECOMMENDED BUDGET:      

While originally presented as “savings”  that would not impact people, more recently DDAIL has 

communicated to provider agencies -- and to the State Program Standing Committee advisory 

board -- that they should expect reduced caseload funding  to serve people i.e. cuts in services a 

rescission to people already being served.    

 

3. THE SFY 2016 RECOMMENDED DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES BUDGET  IS ALREADY THE BARE 

MINIMUM NECESSARY TO STABILIZE THE SYSTEM OF CARE PROMISED TO VERMONTERS.  

Based on demographic trends, each year there are more people with developmental disabilities 

living, surviving and thriving as their parents are aging.   

   

We only support 21% of those eligible under the state definition of intellectual disability.  The 

budget as recommended – without the reductions -- does not address needs of people who are 

eligible, but have not been prioritized or served due to the drastic narrowing of funding priorities 

over the last 12 years.   For example, people who need help to prevent them from regressing 

physically or mentally are not prioritized and are therefore not considered to have needs.  Nor are 

people over 50 who still live with aging parents considered to have a need to have support to live 

in  the community until there is an emergency i.e. their parent is incapacitated or dies.   The 

SFY2014 just released documents a wait list of 295 eligible people waiting for a range of home and 

community-based services, and another 36 families waiting for Flexible Family Funding that 

provides minimal help to those who do not get home and community-based service packages.  

(SFY2014 Annual Report at page 55).   

 

In the past year 45% of eligible applicants in the past year did not meet a funding priority for 

services ( Annual Report at page 55). 

 

Quality assurance has also seriously eroded, as outlined in the recently released SFY2014 

Developmental Services Annual Report, at pages 50 to 51. Between 2000 and 2014 the number of 

people served in the system rose from 1,700 to over 2,800 staff performing quality reviews was 

reduced from 12 to 4.5 FTE.   

 

To sum up, this additional reduction will have a negative impact on people lives, and further erode 

and destabilize a system of care already crisis-driven.  

 

In closing, on behalf of individuals and families I would like to thank you for your support in helping 

Vermont make tremendous progress in welcoming people with disabilities.   

 

We need to remember that all people count.  It is a wise use of funds to ensure that people are 

treated with respect and dignity, and supported to be part of our communities.                               

Their contributions enrich all our lives.  

 

 

Thank you for your consideration.  


