
VAAFM 2015 Draft RAP Public Outreach & Comment Summary 
January 12, 2016 

VAAFM RAP Website: http://agriculture.vermont.gov/water-quality/regulations/rap 

Summary of Outreach Meetings (10/15/2016 – 12/18/2015): 

10 Statewide Public Meetings: 
St. Albans, Enosburg, Middlebury, Rutland, White River Junction, Brattleboro, St. Johnsbury, Newport, 
Montpelier, Randolph 
Total Sign-ins: 582 

Farms: 318 (54% of sign-ins) 
SFO 166 
LFO 35  
MFO 13 
No farm distinction given 104 

Custom applicator: 8 
Not Categorized: 256 

+ 21 Additional Small Group Meetings:
- Including: St. Albans Coop; NOFA-VT; Farmers Watershed Alliance; Vermont Grass Farmers

Association; VACD & NRCD’s Annual Meeting; CLF, ENRLC, Sierra Club, VT conservation
Voters, VT Trout Unlimited, Lintilhac Foundation, Lake Champlain Committee; South Lake Farmers
(PMNRCD); Farm Bureau; VVBGA; Legislators; WRNCD; CT River Farmers Watershed Alliance;
Vermont Planners Association; TROC RPC; Chittenden County RPC; VLCT.

Summary of Written Comments Received by 12/31/15: 

Total # Comments Total # Pages Filed 
Total 169 353 

Highlights of Written Comments: 

2.25 Small Farm Definition 
- Threshold too low; horse # does not correlate; use AU; clarity needed in definition

4.1 Small Farm Certification 
- Make Land transfer annual, not 30 days; 10-year inspection too long; compost application?

5.2 Nutrient, Agricultural Inputs and Waste Storage 
- 1 in 4 years, 180 days; property boundary not a WQ consideration; NRCS approved stacking site.

5.3 Nutrient Management Planning 
- 590 burdensome for SFOs; annual manure and 3-year soil sampling burdensome; limited 590 TA.

5.4: Soil Health Management Recommendations; Cover Crop Requirements 
- Cover crop will not work for veggie; Regional dates, need flexibility; fertilizer consideration

5.5 Manure and Waste Application Standards 
- 20 ppm / 10% slope; different types of manure; fertilizer in buffer

5.7 Buffer Zones and Setbacks 
- Swale—conveyances ditches; 25’ inadequate; ‘smart buffers’ are good flexibility; fertilizer buffer

http://agriculture.vermont.gov/water-quality/regulations/rap
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Optional Public Comment Form 
Required Agricultural Practices  (RAP) Regulations For 
The Agricultural Non-point Source Pollution Control Program 

E-mail Comment to: AGR.RAP@Vermont.gov
           Or mail to:  

 Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets 
 116 State Street 
 Montpelier, VT 05620 

 Name 

 Address 

 City      State      Zip 

Continue on Reverse 
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Group/Subject Matter Location Time Date

RAP Public Input Meetings

St. Albans
St. Albans Historical Society

9 Church St, St Albans City, VT 05478
9am - 11am 11/17/2015

Enosburg
Enosburg Opera House

123 Depot St, Enosburg Falls, VT 
05450

2pm - 4pm 11/17/2015

Middlebury
American Legion Middlebury

 49 Wilson Rd, Middlebury, VT 
05753

9am - 11am 11/19/2015

Rutland
Fox Room Rutland Free Library 
10 Court St, Rutland, VT 05701

2pm - 4pm 11/19/2015

White River Junction
Hotel Coolidge

 39 S Main St, White River 
Junction, VT 05001

9am - 11am 12/3/2015

Brattleboro
Fraternal Order of the Eagles 54 
Chickering Dr, Brattleboro, VT 

05301
2pm - 4pm 12/3/2015

St. Johnsonbury
Comfort Inn and Suites

 703 Route 5 South, St Johnsbury, 
VT 05819

9am - 11am 12/8/2015

Newport
Eastside Reastaurant

47 Landing St # 3, Newport, VT 05855
2pm - 4pm 12/8/2015

Montpelier
Room 11 @ Vermont State House 

115 State St, Montpelier, VT 05633
9am - 11am 12/10/2015

Randolph
Chandler Music Hall

71-73 Main St, Randolph, VT 05060
2pm - 4pm 12/10/2015
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VAAFM RAP Public Meeting Schedule
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