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S.132

Introduced by Senators Campion, Ayer, Baruth, Lyons, and McCormack
Referred to Committee on Health and Welfare

Date: March 12, 2015

Subject: Health; mental health; sexual orientation; conversion therapy
Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to prohibit
mental health care providers from practicing conversion therapy on patients

younger than 18 years of age.

An act relating to the prohibition of conversion therapy on minors

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

at being lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender is part of the

natural spectrum omdentitv and is not a disease, disorder, illness,

deficiency, or shortcominq,mral Assembly finds:

(1) After conducting an evaluation eer-reviewed journal literature on

sexual orientation change efforts, the Americmoloqical Association’s

Task Force on Appropriate Therapeutic Responses to %Qrientation

concluded that sexual orientation change efforts can pose criticm\risks to
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bcidality, substance abuse, stress, disappointment, self-blame, decreased

self-esieem and authenticity to others, increased self-hatred, hostility and

blame t&erd parents, feelings of anger and betrayal, loss of friends and

potential rokutic partners, problems in sexual and emotional intimacy, sexual

dysfunction, hiqk(isk sexual behaviors, and a sense of having wasted time and

resources.

(2) The American Rsychological Association issued a resolution on

Appropriate Affirmative R&pnses to Sexual Orientation Distress and Change

Efforts in 2009, which states: “[Nhe American Psychological Association

advises parents, guardians, young pe®ple, and their families to avoid sexual

orientation change efforts that portrav%mosexuality as a mental illness or

developmental disorder and to seek psych%erapy, social support and

educational services that provide accurate inforrhation on sexual orientation

and sexuality, increase family and school support,\a\d reduce rejection of

sexual minority youth.”

(3) The American Psychiatric Association published W position

statement in March 2000 stating: “[p]sychotherapeutic modaks to convert or

‘repair’ homosexuality are based on developmental theories whoéscientific

validity is questionable. Furthermore, anecdotal reports of ‘cures’ are

counterbalanced by anecdotal claims of psychological harm. In the last fo
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éearch to substantiate their claims of cure. Until there is such research

availaNle, [the American Psychiatric Association] recommends that ethical

practitiok(s refrain from attempts to change individuals’ sexual orientation,

keeping in %\d the medical dictum to First, do no harm.”

(4) The American School Counselor Association recognized in a

position statemento\norofessional school counselors and leshian, gay,

bisexual, transqendere(hud guestioning (LGBTQ) youth that sexual

orientation is not an illness aNd does not require treatment. The statement

further provided that while “[i]t\snot the role of the professional school

counselor to attempt to change a s&ent’s sexual orientation/gender identity,”

the counselor may provide individual %ent planning or responsive services

to LGBTQ students to promote self-accepé»ce, deal with social acceptance,

understand issues related to coming out, and ideNtify appropriate community

resources.

(5) The National Association of Social Workers pepared a 1997 policy

statement in which it states: “[s]ocial stigmatization of Ie%qn, gay and

bisexual people is widespread and is a primary motivating fa%g in leading

some people to seek sexual orientation changes.” It further state%sat

“[s]exual orientation conversion therapies assume that homosexual okqtation

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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s\version therapies are effective, and, in fact, they may be harmful.”

) In 1999, the American Counseling Association Governing Council

adopted a'\tatement opposing reparative therapy as a cure for homosexual

individuals.

(7) The American Psychoanalytic Association issued a position

statement in June 20\? on attempts to change sexual orientation, gender,

identity, or gender expésion, in which the Association states: “[a]s with any

societal prejudice, bias aqaik( individuals based on actual or perceived sexual

orientation, gender identity orq\e\der expression negatively affects mental

health, contributing to an enduring séase of stigma and pervasive self-criticism

through the internalization of such prejuice.” The statement further explains

that “[p]sychoanalytic technigue does not%ompass purposeful attempts to

‘convert,” ‘repair,” change or shift an individua\ls sexual orientation, gender

identity or gender expression. Such directed effoéere against fundamental

principles of psychoanalytic treatment and often result\i substantial

psychological pain by reinforcing damadging internalized attifudes.”

(8) A 2012 article published in the Journal of the Amekn Academy of

Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, entitled “Practice Parameter orkev, Leshian

or Bisexual Sexual Orientation, Gender-Nonconformity, and Gender

Discordance in Children and Adolescents,” states: “[t]here is no empirica

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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ck{dren are influenced to be more gender conforming. Indeed, there is no

medically valid basis for attempting to prevent homosexuality, which is not an

iIIness.Buhe contrary, such efforts may encourage family rejection and

undermine ;(-esteem, connectedness and caring, important protective factors

against suicidakeation and attempts.”

(9) The Pan %qerican Health Organization, a regional office of the

World Health Orqanizm, issued a statement in May 2012 that: “[t]hese

supposed conversion therapieg constitute a violation of the ethical principles of

health care and violate humankhts that are protected by international and

regional agreements.” The orqanig\'pn also noted that reparative therapies

“lack medical justification and represen\tq serious threat to the health and

well-being of affected people.”

(10) Minors who experience family rejection based on their sexual

orientation face especially serious health risks. A&SQQ article authored by

Caitlin Ryan, et al., entitled “Family Rejection as a Pé(ctor of Neqgative

Health Outcomes in White and Latino Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Young

Adults,” found that lesbian, gay, and bisexual young adults v%reported

higher levels of family rejection during adolescence were 8.4 tim&nore likely

to report having attempted suicide, 5.9 times more likely to report hiq\h{evels

of depression, 3.4 times more likely to use illegal drugs, and 3.4 times mo

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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m peers from families that reported no or low levels of family rejection.

1) Vermont has a compelling interest in protecting the physical and

psycholoxcal well-being of children, including leshian, gay, bisexual, and

transqenderkuth, and in protecting its children against exposure to serious

harms caused bv\onversion therapy.

* ** Conversion Therapy * * *
Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. chapteN196 is added to read:

CHAPTER 396. CONVERSION THERAPY

§ 8351. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Conversion therapy” means agy practice by a mental health care

provider that seeks to change an individuah\sexual orientation, including

efforts to change behaviors or gender express%e or to eliminate or reduce

sexual or romantic attractions or feelings toward %’\viduals of the same sex.

“Conversion therapy” does not include psychotherapé(hat:

(A) provide support to an individual undergoing der

transition; and

(B) provide acceptance, support, and understanding of clidnts or the

facilitation of clients’ coping, social support, and identity exploration ard

development, including sexual-orientation-neutral interventions to prevent\Qr

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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%rwqe an individual’s sexual orientation or gender identity.

) “Mental health care provider” means a person licensed to practice

medicirhursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 23, 33, or 81 who specializes in the

practice of gchiatry; a psychologist, a psychologist-doctorate, or a

psychologist-master as defined in 26 VV.S.A. § 3001; a clinical social worker as

defined in 26 V.S.AXBZOl; a clinical mental health counselor as defined in

26 V.S.A. 83261:a IiceXed marriage and family therapist as defined in

26 V.S.A. 8 4031; a psychoaNalyst as defined in 26 V.S.A. § 4051; any other

allied mental health professior%pr a student, intern, or trainee of any such

profession.

8§ 8352. TREATMENT OF MINORS

A mental health care provider shall not ud¢ conversion therapy with a client

younger than 18 years of age.

8§ 8353. UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

Any conversion therapy used on a client younger thay 18 years of age by a

mental health care provider shall constitute unprofessionzhonduct as provided

in the relevant provisions of Title 26 and shall subject the ment

health care

provider to discipline pursuant to the applicable provisions of thm\iﬂe and

of 3 V.S.A. chapter 5.

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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* X X Dh\lﬁ;f\;a‘\{\ * X Xk
=

Ty oToret

Sex, 3. 26 V.S.A. § 1354(a) is amended to read:

(a) \T'he boeard Board shall find that any one of the following, or any

(39) use of the'services of a physician assistant by a physician in a

manner which is inconsis¥nt with the provisions of chapter 31 of this title; or

(40) use of conversionXherapy as defined in 18 VV.S.A. § 8351 on a

client younger than 18 years o&g.

***O opathy***
Sec. 4. 26 V.S.A. § 1842(b) is amendedXp read:
(b) Unprofessional conduct means the foNowing conduct and conduct set

forth in 3 V.S.A. § 129a:;

(13) Use of conversion therapy as defined in 18 WS.A. § 8351 on a

client younger than 18 vears of age.

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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* x % Dovishalacu * X X

LIS AR 4 A4

Sex, 5. 26 V.S.A. § 3016 is amended to read:

(11) Use of coiversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. 88351 0on a

client younger than 18%5 of age.

inical Social Workers * * *
Sec. 6. 26 V.S.A. § 3210(a) is amended to read:

(@) The following conduct and thy conduct set forth in 3 VV.S.A. § 129a by a
licensed social worker constitutes unprofgssional conduct. When that conduct
is by an applicant or a person who later becdyes an applicant, it may constitute
grounds for denial of a license:

(12) failing to clarify the clinical social worker’s¥ple with the parties
involved and to take appropriate action to minimize any conlicts of interest,
when the clinical social worker anticipates a conflict of interestgmong the
individuals receiving services or anticipates having to perform in copflicting

roles such as testifying in a child custody dispute or divorce proceedin

involving clients; or

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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yoNnger than 18 vears of age.

* * * Clinical Mental Health Counselors * * *
Sec. 7. 20\V.S.A. § 3271(a) is amended to read:
(&) Unprotgssional conduct means the following conduct and conduct set

forth in 3 V.S.A.

(7) independently pacticing outside or beyond a clinical mental health
counselor’s area of training, &xperience or competence without appropriate
supervision;_or

(8) using conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a client

younger than 18 years of age.

* ** Marriage and Family\T herapists * * *
Sec. 8. 26 V.S.A. § 4042(a) is amended to read:
(&) Unprofessional conduct means the following\¢onduct and the conduct

set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 129a:

(7) Using conversion therapy as defined in 18 VV.S.A. § 8851 on a client

younger than 18 years of age.

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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* Xk X% Do\lnhn% * Xk X
Ty orTe

Se®\9. 26 V.S.A. § 4062(a) is amended to read:

(@)

set forth in \V.S.A. § 129a:

professional conduct means the following conduct and the conduct

(7) Using convdsion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a client

younger than 18 vyears of

* * * Natwyopathic Physicians * * *
Sec. 10. 26 V.S.A. 8 4132(a) is amdgded to read:
(@) The following conduct and condusg set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 129a by a
person licensed under this chapter or an appligant for licensure constitutes
unprofessional conduct:

(11) Using conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a

client younger than 18 vears of age.

* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 11. EFFECTIVE DATE

Thic act chall talkko offact Aan Il 1 2015

oS

Sec. 1. FINDIN

In recognition that being leshian, gay; or transgender is part of
the natural spectrum of human identity and is not aMr, illness,

~Sefictency—ai-claoiticomg—tho-conokal-Assenih-fads:

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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de¢ychological well-being of children, including leshian, gay, bisexual, and
tréqsqender youth, and in protecting its children against exposure to serious
harme.

(A A 2015 report published by the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental
Health @\fvice 's Administration states “‘conversion therapy...is a practice that
is not suppRrted by credible evidence and has been disavowed by behavioral
health exper™\and associations...[m]ost_importantly, it may put young people
at risk of serio)c harm.”

(3) The ANerican Academy of Pediatrics, the American Counseling
Association, the \American _ Psychiatric _Association, the _American
Psychological Associion, the National Association of School Psychologists,
and the National AssoMation of Social Workers, together representing more
than 477,000 health an\_mental health professionals, have all taken the
position that homosexualit\\js not a mental disorder and thus there is no need

for a “cure.”

* ** Conversion Therapy * * *
Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. chapter 196 is adNed to read:
CHAPTER 196. CONVERSION THERAPY
§ 8351. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) “Conversion therapy” means any Xactice by a mental health care
provider that seeks to change an individual ’s\sexual orientation, including
efforts to change behaviors or gender expressiods or to eliminate or reduce
sexual or romantic attractions or feelings toward iNdividuals of the same sex.
“Conversion therapy’ does not include pSVchothemp}ns that:

(A) provide support to an individua\underqoinq gender

transition; and \

(B) provide acceptance, support, and understandin®of clients or the
facilitation of clients’ coping, social support, and identity éxploration and
development, including sexual-orientation-neutral interventions\p prevent or
address unlawful conduct or unsafe sexual practices and that do\qot seek to
change an individual’s sexual orientation or gender identity. \a

to p\actice

(2) “Mental health care provider” means a person licensed
medicine pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 23, 33, or 81 who specializes I\ the
practice _of psychiatry; a psychologist, a psychologist-doctorate, o?\a
psychologist-master as defined in 26 V.S.A. § 3001; a clinical social worker 2

cliassigls e

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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A ment}ﬁealth care provider shall not use conversion therapy with a client

younger than\B years of age.
§ 8353. UNPRONESSIONAL CONDUCT

Any conversion}ierapy used on a client younger than 18 years of age by a
mental health care Wovider shall constitute unprofessional conduct as
provided in the relevan®N\provisions of Title 26 and shall subject the mental
health care provider to disdpline pursuant to the applicable provisions of that
title and of 3 V.S.A. chapter 5)

hysicians * * *
Sec. 3. 26 V.S.A. 8 1354(a) is amended to read:

(@) The beard Board shall find Wat any one of the following, or any
combination of the following, whether\or not the conduct at issue was
committed within or outside the state State, ®gnstitutes unprofessional conduct:

* *x *
(39) use of the services of a physician aXistant by a physician in a
manner which is inconsistent with the provisions of cRapter 31 of this title; or

(40) use of conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.A. § 8351 on a client

younger than 18 years of age.
* * * QOsteopathy * * *
Sec. 4. 26 V.S.A. 8 1842(b) is amended to read:

(b) Unprofessional conduct means the following conduct and dnduct set
forthin 3 V.S.A. § 129a::

* * *

(13) Use of conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. §8351 o &
celionbusaonzthan 10 oo ol oo

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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* % k Dovnlhalag * X X

oy ortorTY

.5. 26 V.S.A. § 3016 is amended to read:
8 30{6. UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

Unpxofessional conduct means the conduct listed in this section and in
3V.S.A.

* x *

(11) of conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. 88351 on a
client younger tMn 18 years of age.

*** Clinical Social Workers * * *
Sec. 6. 26 V.S.A. 8 3X0(a) is amended to read:

(@) The following coNduct and the conduct set forth in 3 V.S.A. 8 129a by a
licensed social worker corgtitutes unprofessional conduct. When that conduct
is by an applicant or a pPrson who later becomes an applicant, it may
constitute grounds for denial & a license:

* * *

(12) failing to clarify the cliical social worker’s role with the parties
involved and to take appropriate actign to minimize any conflicts of interest,
when the clinical social worker anticigates a conflict of interest among the
individuals receiving services or anticipd{es having to perform in conflicting
roles such as testifying in a child custody dispute or divorce proceedings
involving clients; or

(13) using conversion therapy as defined\n 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a client
younger than 18 years of age.

Sec. 7. 26 V.S.A. 8 3210(a) is amended to read:

(@) The following conduct and the conduct set forthNp 3 V.S.A. § 129a by a
person licensed under this chapter constitutes unprofess\gnal conduct. When
that conduct is by an applicant or a person who later becoNes an applicant, it
may constitute grounds for denial or discipline of a license:

* k% %

(12) failing to clarify the licensee’s role with the parties invN]ved and to
take appropriate action to minimize any conflicts of interest, when t\e clinical
social worker anticipates a conflict of interest among the individuals
services or anticipates having to perform in conflicting roles such as tejfying
in a child custody dispute or divorce proceedings involving clients; or

(13) using conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a cli€ {
=oEeeE=HaaE=rears-af-aae-

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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A Clinieel Menial ool Conppploce KA &
.8. 26 V.S.A. § 3271(a) is amended to read:

Unprofessional conduct means the following conduct and conduct set
forth IN3 V.S.A. § 129a-:

* kx *

(7) inependently practicing outside or beyond a clinical mental health
counselor’s ala of training, experience or competence without appropriate
supervision;_ or

(8) using coNversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a client
younger than 18 vea?&of age.

* k% %

rriage and Family Therapists * * *
Sec. 9. 26 V.S.A. 8 4042(aNs amended to read:

(@) Unprofessional condu
set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 129a:

means the following conduct and the conduct

(7) Using conversion therapy 2§ defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a client

younger than 18 years of age.

* * * Pgychoanafsts * * *
Sec. 10. 26 V.S.A. § 4062(a) is amended to rexd:

(@) Unprofessional conduct means the folloing conduct and the conduct
set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 129a:

* * *

(7) Using conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.N\A. 8§ 8351 on a client
younger than 18 years of age.

* * * Naturopathic Physicians * * *
Sec. 11. 26 V.S.A. 8 4132(a) is amended to read:

(@) The following conduct and conduct set forth in 3 V.S.A.
person licensed under this chapter or an applicant for licensure
unprofessional conduct:

129a by a
nstitutes

* * *

(11) Using conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a cli

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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O Y 4 4 42 ~ _ L
LTICUUIVO LJALCO

Sec. 12. EFFECTIV
This act shall take effect on Jul

| 4. __NN4—

1, 2016, except ke effect on

\Juuy J., UL,
*** EFindings * * *
Sec. 1. FINDINGS

In recognition that being lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender is part of
the natural spectrum of human identity and is not a disease, disorder, illness,
deficiency, or shortcoming, the General Assembly finds:

(1) Vermont has a compelling interest in protecting the physical and
psychological well-being of children, including leshian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender youth, and in protecting its children against exposure to serious
harms.

(2) A 2015 report published by the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Service’s Administration states ‘‘conversion therapy . . . is a practice
that is not supported by credible evidence and has been disavowed by
behavioral health experts and associations . .. [m]ost importantly, it may put
young people at risk of serious harm.”

(3) The American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Counseling
Association, the American _ Psychiatric _ Association, the American
Psychological Association, the American School Counselor Association, and
the National Association of Social Workers, together representing more than
477,000 health and mental health professionals, have all taken the position
that homosexuality is not a mental disorder and thus there is no need for a

cure.

* ** Conversion Therapy * * *
Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. chapter 196 is added to read:
CHAPTER 196. CONVERSION THERAPY
8 8351. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) “Conversion therapy’ means any practice by a mental health care
provider that seeks to change an individual’s sexual orientation or gender
identity, including efforts to change behaviors or gender expressions or to
change sexual or romantic attractions or feelings toward individuals of the
same sex or gender. “Conversion therapy’ does not include psychotherapies
that:

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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(A) provide support to an individual undergoing gender
transition; or

(B) provide acceptance, support, and understanding of clients or the
facilitation of clients’ coping, social support, and identity exploration and

development, including sexual-orientation-neutral or gender-identity-neutral
interventions to prevent or address unlawful conduct or unsafe sexual
practices without seeking to change an_individual’s sexual orientation or
gender identity.

(2) “Mental health care provider” means a person licensed to practice
medicine pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 23, 33, or 81 who specializes in the
practice of psychiatry; a psychologist, a psychologist-doctorate, or a
psychologist-master as defined in 26 V.S.A. § 3001; a clinical social worker as
defined in 26 V.S.A. 8 3201; a clinical mental health counselor as defined in
26 V.S.A. §3261; a licensed marriage and family therapist as defined in
26 V.S.A. 8§ 4031; a psychoanalyst as defined in 26 V.S.A. 8 4051; any other
allied mental health professional; or a student, intern, or trainee of any such

profession.
§ 8352. TREATMENT OF MINORS

A mental health care provider shall not use conversion therapy with a client
younger than 18 years of age.

8§ 8353. UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

Any conversion therapy used on a client younger than 18 years of age by a
mental health care provider shall constitute unprofessional conduct as
provided in the relevant provisions of Title 26 and shall subject the mental
health care provider to discipline pursuant to the applicable provisions of that
title and of 3 V.S.A. chapter 5.

*** Physicians * * *
Sec. 3. 26 V.S.A. 8 1354(a) is amended to read:

(@) The beard Board shall find that any one of the following, or any
combination of the following, whether or not the conduct at issue was
committed within or outside the state State, constitutes unprofessional conduct:

* * *

(39) use of the services of a physician assistant by a physician in a
manner which is inconsistent with the provisions of chapter 31 of this title; or

(40) use of conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a client
younger than 18 years of age.

* * * Osteopathy * * *

VT LEG #305917 v.1
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Sec. 4. 26 V.S.A. § 1842(b) is amended to read:

(b) Unprofessional conduct means the following conduct and conduct set
forth in 3 V.S.A. § 129a::

* x *

(13) Use of conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. §8351 on a
client younger than 18 years of age.

* * * Psychologists * * *
Sec. 5. 26 V.S.A. § 3016 is amended to read:
8§ 3016. UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

Unprofessional conduct means the conduct listed in this section and in
3V.S.A §129a:

* * *

(11) Use of conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. §8351 on a
client younger than 18 years of age.

*** Clinical Social Workers * * *
Sec. 6. 26 V.S.A. 8 3210(a) is amended to read:

(@) The following conduct and the conduct set forth in 3 V.S.A. 8 129a by a
licensed social worker constitutes unprofessional conduct. When that conduct
is by an applicant or a person who later becomes an applicant, it may
constitute grounds for denial of a license:

* * *

(12) failing to clarify the clinical social worker’s role with the parties
involved and to take appropriate action to minimize any conflicts of interest,
when the clinical social worker anticipates a conflict of interest among the
individuals receiving services or anticipates having to perform in conflicting
roles such as testifying in a child custody dispute or divorce proceedings
involving clients; or

(13) using conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. 8 8351 on a client
younger than 18 years of age.

Sec. 7. 26 V.S.A. § 3210(a) is amended to read:

(@) The following conduct and the conduct set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 129a by a
person licensed under this chapter constitutes unprofessional conduct. When
that conduct is by an applicant or a person who later becomes an applicant, it
may constitute grounds for denial or discipline of a license:

* k% %
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(12) failing to clarify the licensee’s role with the parties involved and to
take appropriate action to minimize any conflicts of interest, when the clinical
social worker anticipates a conflict of interest among the individuals receiving
services or anticipates having to perform in conflicting roles such as testifying
in a child custody dispute or divorce proceedings involving clients; or

(13) using conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a client
younger than 18 years of age.

* * * Clinical Mental Health Counselors * * *
Sec. 8. 26 V.S.A. 8 3271(a) is amended to read:

(@) Unprofessional conduct means the following conduct and conduct set
forth in 3 V.S.A. § 129a::

* * *

(7) independently practicing outside or beyond a clinical mental health
counselor’s area of training, experience, or competence without appropriate
supervision; or

(8) using conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a client
younger than 18 years of age.

* ** Marriage and Family Therapists * * *
Sec. 9. 26 V.S.A. 8 4042(a) is amended to read:

(@) Unprofessional conduct means the following conduct and the conduct
set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 129a:

* * *

(7) Using conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a client
younger than 18 years of age.

* * * Psychoanalysts * * *
Sec. 10. 26 V.S.A. § 4062(a) is amended to read:

(@) Unprofessional conduct means the following conduct and the conduct
set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 129a:

* k% *

(7) Using conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a client
younger than 18 years of age.
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* ** Naturopathic Physicians * * *
Sec. 11. 26 V.S.A. § 4132(a) is amended to read:

(@) The following conduct and conduct set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 129a by a
person licensed under this chapter or an applicant for licensure constitutes
unprofessional conduct:

* x *

(11) Using conversion therapy as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8351 on a client
younger than 18 years of age.
* * % Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2016, except Sec. 7 shall take effect on
July 1, 2017.

VT LEG #305917 v.1



