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On behalf of NRDC (Natural Resources Defense Council), which has 1.2 million
members and activists, nearly 120,000 of whom are from New York, we are testifying to
urge your support for the Tris-Free Children and Babies Act and the Chemicals in
Children’s Products Act. Both acts will protect our most vulnerable from exposure to
toxic chemicals in their everyday products.

Flame retardant chemicals are a common component of household items
including electronics, building materials, and items which contain foam, such as furniture
and some children’s products. Though their use is well-intentioned, their ubiquity has
resulted in widespread contamination of our bodies which is threatening our most
vulnerable populations.

Pounds of these chemicals are found in our furniture and baby products. They
leak out into dust, pets, humans, and the environment. U.S. house dust has been found to
be highly contaminated with flame retardant chemicals.' As a result of inhaling or
ingesting this dust Americans carry in their bodies some of the highest levels found
anywhere in the world.?

Because infants and toddlers spend most of their time close to the ground where
dust settles and because it is normal for young children to put their hands into their
mouths at any opportunity, it isn’t surprising that toddlers have been found to have some
of the highest levels of exposure, some three times the levels that are found in their
mothers.”
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Infants and children are uniquely vulnerable to chemical exposures because of the
tremendous amount of growth they undergo. For example a newborn doubles their weight
during the first five to six months and by their first birthday will weigh three times their
birth weight. During this period of rapid growth, the body is exceedingly sensitive to
chemical exposures. Children are also vulnerable because on a pound for pound basis
they ingest more food and liquids than an adult, and because their detoxification systems
are not yet mature. These factors all combine to result in relatively higher exposures to
toxic chemicals in young children during critical periods of organ development.

There is shockingly little information available on the toxicity of most of these
chemicals. Most of the laboratory animal studies done on flame retardants have been
focused on the group of flame retardants, PBDEs. These chemicals have been shown to
disrupt thyrond hormone*, and since this hormone is so important for development of the
brain, it isn’t surprising that PBDES have been shown to cause damage to the developing
brain resulting in hyperactivity and memory problems A recent study in animals has
linked toxic flame retardants to a type of autism. Animal exposure to PBDE:s is also
found to cause reproductive harm such as lower sperm counts.®

More troubling is that many of the health outcomes once described in only animal
studies are now being found in studies of human populations. Recent studies have found
women with hlgher levels of PBDEs in their blood take longer to get pregnant’ and havc
smaller babies®. Children exposed in the womb have a lower IQ and attention problems
Other studies have lmked flame retardants to male infertility'°, male birth defects'’, and
early puberty in girls'.

Although the PBDEs have been or are being phased out of use, exposures
continue from older products still in our homes and now we are seeing other toxic
chemicals being used as replacements. One example where one toxic flame retardant has
been replaced by another is the use of chlorinated Tris or TDCPP.
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TDCPP was banned as a flame retardant from children’s pajamas in the 1970s
because it caused an unacceptably high number of cancerous tumors. However, it was not
banned from use in other products and is now being used as a replacement for PBDEs in
furniture and children’s products, including infant strollers and nursing pillows.

Why is this exposure any more acceptable than exposure from pajamas?

A study done last year' found 80% of children’s products that were tested
contain flame retardant chemicals with names that resemble alphabet soup — TCEP,
TDCPP, PBDEs, TCPP, TBPH, and TPP. The products tested included nursing pillows,
car seats, changing table pads, sleep positioners, infant carriers and strollers. In all, 8
different types of flame retardant mixtures were identified and some products contained
more than one class of flame retardant chemical.

Do baby products really pose a fire threat?
Is a nursing pillow in danger of catching on fire?
Probably not.

There is no proven fire safety benefit to having these chemicals in children’s
products. We are taking tremendous risks with our children, ourselves and our
environment for no measurable benefit in fire protection.

The State of California has recognized that some infant products are not
fire hazards and has exempted strollers, nursing pillows and infant carriers from having to
comply with their flammability standard, TB 117. And California has announced they
will exempt another 14 children’s products from having to comply with this standard in
their updated standard TB117-2012 standard due to be released sometime this month.

NRDC strongly supports the Tris-Free Children and Babies Act and the
Chemicals in Children’s Products Act and urges your continued support of these
measures.

Respectfully submitted,
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