No. 50 Page 169 of 209

(c) The Agency shall continue to engage interested parties. including both

statewide organizations and local agencies. in the design, implementation, and

evaluation of the General Assistance flexibility program.

Sec. E.321.1 GENERAL ASSISTANCE EMERGENCY HOUSING

(a) Up to $1.500.000 of the funds appropriated to the Agency of Human

Services in the General Assistance program in fiscal vear 2014 may be used for

emergency housing in catastrophic situations, for the cold weather exemption,

and., with supervisory approval, for vulnerable populations as defined in

subsection (d) of this section, except in instances when:

(A) appropriate shelter space is available; and

(B) the recipient is responsible for his or her eviction, whether

court-ordered or constructive. due to circumstances over which the individual

had control.

(b) Except as described in subsections (a) and (c) of this section, the

Apgency may only provide General Assistance emergency housing benefits in

catastrophic situations as defined in iules adopted pursuant to 3 V.S.A.

chapter 25. All emergency and temporary housing policies and guidelines

issued by the Agency in effect as of June 30, 2013 shall be rescinded, except

that the cold weather exemption issued by the Department for Children and

Families” Economic Services Division dated October 25, 2012. and any

succeeding amendments to it, shall remain in effect.

(c) The Department for Children and Families shall adopt emergency rules
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pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 844 to take effect July 1. 2013 that implement an

eligibility system for emergency housing based on the physical health of and

safety risks to vulnerable populations that do not have a catastrophic need.

Emergency housing under the eligibility system shall be subject to available

funds. supervisory review, and approval.

(d)(1) As used in this section, “vulnerable populations™ means households

with a member who is:

(A) 65 vears of age or older:

(B) in receipt of or an applicant for either Supplemental Security

Income (SSI) or Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI);

(C) a child under six vears of age: or

(D) in the third trimester of pregnancy.

(2) Eligibility for vulnerable populations shall be limited to 28 calendar

days.

(3) Subdivision (1) of this subsection shall remain in effect until the

eligibility system for emergency housing based on the physical health of and

safety risks to vulnerable populations is adopted by the Department for

Children and Families by rule pursuant to subsection (c) of this section.

Sec. E.321.2 EMERGENCY HOUSING: REPORTS

(a) The Agency of Human Services shall develop the following systems

with respect to General Assistance emergency housing services:
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(1) an intake system for individuals and families receiving emergency

housing services. including collecting basic statistical information about the

clients served:

(2) asystem to track payments to motels: and

(3) asystem for ensuring the safety and health of clients who are housed

in motels.
b) On or before January 15. 2014, the Agency of Human Services shall

report to the House Committee on General, Housing and Military Affairs. the

Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs,

and the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations regarding the

development and implementation of the systems required by subsection (a) of

this section.

(c) On or before January 15 and July 15 of each vear beginning in 2014, the

Apency of Human Services shall report statewide statistics related to the use of

emergency housing vouchers during the preceding calendar half-vear,

including demographic information. deidentified client data, shelter and motel

usage rates. clients’ primary stated cause of homelessness, average lengths of

stay in emergency housing by demographic group and by type of housing, and

such other relevant data as the Secretary deems appropriate. When the General

Assembly is in session. the Agency shall provide its report to the House

Committee on General, Housing and Military Affairs, the Senate Committee

on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs. and the House and
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Senate Committees on Appropriations. When the General Assembly is not in

session, the Agency shall provide its report to the Joint Fiscal Committee.

Sec. E.323 33 V.S.A. § 1107 is amended to read:
§ 1107. CASE MANAGEMENT: FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PLANS:
COORDINATED SERVICES

(a)(1) The eemmissioner Commissioner shall provide all Reach Up
services to participating families through a case management model informed
by knowledge of the family’s home, community, employment, and available
resources. Services may be delivered in the district office, the family’s home,
or community in a way that facilitates progress toward accomplishment of the
family development plan. Case management may be provided to other eligible
families. The case manager, with the full involvement of the family, shall
recommend, and the eemmissioner Commissioner shall modify as necessary a
family development plan established under the Reach First or Reach Up
program for each participating family, with a right of appeal as provided by
section 1132 of'this title. A case manager shall be assigned to each
participating family as soon as the family begins to receive financial
assistance. If administratively feasible and appropriate, the case manager shall
be the same case manager the family was assigned in the Reach First program.
The applicant for or recipient of financial assistance, under this chapter, shall

have the burden of demonstrating the existence of his or her condition.
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