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INTRODUCTION 

 In 2010, the CVSA charged a task force to review the current school year calendar, to 

study alternative models, to recommend a calendar based on agree-upon principles, and to 

develop a plan of action for implementing a transformed calendar for the 2014-2015 school year.  

 

 During this two year period, the task force looked at different calendar structures, 

analyzed potential constraints and challenges, and considered various options – all with the goal 

of increasing student learning and achievement.  

 

 Vision Calendar is based on the following  guiding principles: 

 

o Supports student learning/achievement 

o Provides opportunities for student interventions  during the school year 

o Provides opportunities for embedded professional development and reflection 

o Reduces regression (loss of learning)- as a result of extended vacations 

o Increases access to language-rich environments (esp. for ELL and low SES 

students) 

o Supports positive school climate (e.g. better student discipline data with more 

frequent breaks for students and staff) 

o Distributes the pace of education in reasonable chunks for student learning 

o Provides more effective instruction time – less need for review 

o Maintains/ promotes academic momentum for students 

 

 

 

 Vision Calendar elements: 

o 175 student days 

o 7 week cycles/ 2 week intersessions 

o Intersessions aligned with current school holidays 
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2009. Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association 

Center for Best Practices 

- National Association for Year-Round Education 
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