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ALLOWANCE OF HANDGUNS WITHIN U.S. STATE CAPTIOL BUILDINGS 

Assignment 
The Advisory Committee on Capitol Security requested an accounting of handgun allowances 
and screening within capitol buildings in each of the 50 states. 

Summary 
There is no apparent standard regarding the allowance of guns, nor is there a uniform protocol or 
process to screen for guns at state capitol buildings. 

Permitting requirements and policies regarding who is allowed to carry a handgun varies by 
state. For example, a state may allow guns in the capitol building but will not allow them to be 
carried into a courtroom located within that same building. 

The states that allow law enforcement (LE) to carry within their capitol building impose various 
terms and conditions. For example, LE may limit authorization to carry to only those officers 
who are on official business. Some states also require LE officers to sign in, while other states 
have no such process. 

The implementation and utilization of screening processes are unique between states. This ranges 
from no screening to the use of metal detectors, wands, armed personnel or combinations of 
each. 

Other states are also currently evaluating their allowance of weapons in their capitol buildings. 

Findings 
Of the 44 states that responded to the request for information: 

• 14 states allow citizens to carry handguns at their capitols: seven require some type of 
permit; seven do not require a permit. 

• With some variation, 35 states allow law enforcement officers to carry handguns at their 
respective capitols. 

• Three states specifically allow legislators to carry handguns 
• Only one state that responded to the request for information (Arizona) prohibits all guns 

at their capitol, except for capitol police. 
• 35 employ some form of screening, either metal detectors, wands, or armed personnel. 

Data and methodology 
The majority of this data was collected via an email survey or phone contact with law 
enforcement agencies responsible for providing security at their respective state capitol 
buildings. 

Notes have been added to reflect the uniqueness of each state's policy of who may or may not 
carry a weapon into their capitol building and/or screening procedures. 

This data is believed accurate as of October 15th, 2013. 
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