
Winter rye seeds on the soil surface (between corn 

plants) flown on by the helicopter 

Aerial Seeding of Cover Crops 

Can seeding cover crops earlier in Vermont provide enhanced environmental benefit and farmer adopƟon?  A pilot 
project in the Champlain Valley to aerially seed Winter Rye into standing corn before harvest. 
 

2012— 2544 acres in Addison, ChiƩenden, Franklin, Lamoille & Orleans  CounƟes 
 

2013—5600 acres in  Addison, ChiƩenden,  

Franklin, Grand Isle counƟes and in New York 
 

Funding Partners:   

VAAFM, USDA‐NRCS (EQIP), LCBP 
 

Contractor:  Mansfield Heliflight (Milton, VT) 
 

Contacts:   

Heather Darby (heather.darby@uvm.edu) 

Jeff Sanders (jeffrey.sanders@uvm.edu) 

Kirsten Workman (kirsten.workman@uvm.edu) 

Helicopter seeding Winter Rye cover crops into corn 

A good  stand of cover crop before corn harvest 

An aerial seeded cover crop aŌer 

corn harvest in the fall. 


