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Joint resolution relating to the Sandy Hook shootings and the public
education environment in Vermont

Offered by: Representatives Peltz of Woodbury and Buxton of Tunbridge

Whereas, following the mass shootings at the Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Connecticut, we, as a nation, have had time to reflect
collectively on who we are and how best to respond to the slaughter of the
innocents, and

Whereas, the General Assembly rejects the singular response of meeting
force with force, and

Whereas, alternatively, the General Assembly embraces a Vermont
commitment that the mental, physical, and nutritional health of our students
and their caregivers is addressed with the same level of attention and concern
as is our students’ academic and cognitive achievement, and

Whereas, Vermont schools must offer a learning environment that
encourages all students to attain mastery of academic content, to practice
generosity, to experience belonging, and to realize independence in their daily
lives, now therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the tears of Sandy Hook and our nation will not fall on fallow ground
but will give rise to a rededication to our goal of maintaining safe and healthy
schools, and be it further

Resolved: That the General Assembly declares Vermont to be a state in
which equity, caring, and safety, both emotional and physical, are evident in all
of our schools’ practices.


