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H.5021

Introduced by Representatives Dakin of Chester, Fisher of Lincoln, Pearson of2

Burlington, Spengler of Colchester, and Till of Jericho3

Referred to Committee on4

Date:5

Subject: Recreation and sports; youth athletics; concussions6

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to expand the7

law regulating concussion treatment in high school sports to apply to all8

organized youth athletic activities.9

An act relating to concussions in youth athletics10

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:11

Sec. 1. 31 V.S.A. § 205 is added to read:12

§ 205. CONCUSSIONS IN YOUTH ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES13

(a) Definitions. As used in this subchapter:14

(1) “Youth athletic team” means a sports team for persons under 1815

years of age that is organized pursuant to a nonprofit or similar charter or16

which is a member team in a league organized by or affiliated with a county or17

municipal recreation department.18

(2) “Coach” means a person who instructs or trains students on a youth19

athletic team.20
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(3) “Youth athlete” means a person under 18 years of age who is a1

member of a youth athletic team.2

(b) Notice and training. Each youth athletic team shall ensure that:3

(1) the information developed pursuant to subsection 1431(b) of Title 164

is provided annually to each youth athlete and the athlete’s parents or5

guardians;6

(2) each youth athlete and a parent or guardian of the athlete annually7

signs a form acknowledging receipt of the information provided pursuant to8

subdivision (1) of this subsection and returns it to the coach prior to the9

athlete’s participation in training or competition associated with a youth10

athletic team;11

(3)(A) each coach of a youth athletic team receives training no less12

frequently than every two years on how to recognize the symptoms of a13

concussion or other head injury; and14

(B) each coach who is new to coaching receives training on how to15

recognize the symptoms of a concussion or other head injury prior to16

beginning his or her first coaching assignment for the team.17

(c) Participation in athletic activity.18

(1) A coach shall not permit a youth athlete to continue to participate in19

any training session or competition associated with a youth athletic team if the20
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coach has reason to believe that the athlete has sustained a concussion or other1

head injury during the training session or competition.2

(2) A coach shall not permit a youth athlete who has been prohibited3

from training or competing pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection to4

train or compete with a youth athletic team until the athlete has been examined5

by and received written permission to participate in athletic activities from a6

health care provider licensed pursuant to Title 26 and trained in the evaluation7

and management of concussions and other head injuries.8

(d) Immunities. A coach of a youth athletic team or a nonprofit9

organization or municipality that sponsors or is affiliated with a youth athletic10

team shall not be subject to civil or criminal liability for actions taken in good11

faith reliance on the provisions of this section. This subsection shall not apply12

to reckless or intentional conduct.13

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE14

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2013.15


