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H.486
Introduced by Representatives Stevens of Shoreham and Masland of Thetford

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Domestic relations; juvenile proceedings; access to records
Statement of purpose of bill asintroduced: This bill proposesto clarify
existing rights of noncustodial parents to have access to the records of their

minor child regardless of their award of parental rights and responsibilities.

An act relating to a noncustodial parent’s access to records and information

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. 15V.SA. §670 isamended to read:
§670. ACCESS TO RECORDS
Access to records and information pertaining to a minor child, including but

pottHmitedto medical, denta, law enforcement and school records shall

remain available to a parent and shall not be denied te-aparent solely because
that parent has not been awarded parental rights and responsibilities. The court
may order that accessto all or a portion of the records or information shall be
denied if accessis not in the best interest of the child or if access may cause

detriment to the other parent, including but-ret-Hmited-to abuse.
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Sec. 2. 33V.S.A. §4912 is amended to read:
84912. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

* * %

(18) “Parent” means achild’ s biological or adoptive parent, including

custodial parents, noncustodia parents, parents with legal or physical

responsibilities, or both, and parents whose rights have never been adjudicated.

Sec. 3. 33V.SA. §4916eis amended to read:
§4916e. NOTICE TO MINORS
If the person alleged to have abused or neglected a child isaminor, any
notice required pursuant to this subchapter shall be sent:
(1) totheminor’s parents or guardian; er and
(2) if thechild isin the custody of the eermissioner Commissioner, to
the social worker assigned to the child by the department Department and the
child’s counsel of record.
Sec. 4. 33V.SA. §5117 isamended to read:
§5117. RECORDS OF JUVENILE JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS
* ox %
(b)(1) Notwithstanding the foregoing, inspection of such records and files

by the following is not prohibited:

* * %
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(E) The child who is the subject of the proceeding, the child’s
parents, guardian, custodian, and guardian ad litem may inspect such records

and files upon approval of the family court judge. Inspection of records by a

noncustodial parent shall not be denied solely because a parent has not been

awarded parental rights and responsibilities.

* * %

Sec. 5. 33V.SA. §5118 isamended to read:
§5118. LIMITED EXCEPTION TO CONFIDENTIALITY OF RECORDS
OF JUVENILES MAINTAINED BY THE FAMILY DIVISION OF
THE SUPERIOR COURT
* %

(e) The superintendent or headmaster, upon receipt of the notice, shall
inform only those persons within the child’'s school with alegitimate need to
know of the delinquent act, and only after first evaluating rehabilitation and
protection measures that do not involve informing staff or students. Persons
with alegitimate need to know are strictly limited to only those for whom the
information is necessary for the rehabilitation program of the child or for the
protection of staff or students. “Need to know” shall be narrowly and strictly
interpreted. Persons receiving information from the superintendent or
headmaster shall not, under any circumstances, discuss such information with

any other person except the child, the child’'s parent, guardian, or custodian,
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others who have been similarly informed by the superintendent or headmaster,
law enforcement personnel, or the juvenile’ s probation officer. Disclosure of

information shall not be denied solely because a parent has not been awarded

parental rights and responsibilities.

* * %

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2013
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