
SENATE PROPOSAL OF AMENDMENT

H. 377

An act relating to neighborhood planning and development for
municipalities with designated centers

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill as follows:

First: In Sec. 2, 24 V.S.A. § 2791, in subdivision (3), by striking out the
words “a regional” and inserting in lieu thereof the word the

Second: In Sec. 8, 24 V.S.A. § 2793e, in subsection (c), by striking out
subdivision (5) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

(5) The proposed neighborhood development area consists of those
portions of the neighborhood planning area that are appropriate for new and
infill housing, excluding identified flood hazard and fluvial erosion areas. In
determining what areas are most suitable for new and infill housing, the
municipality shall balance local goals for future land use, the availability of
land for housing within the neighborhood planning area, and the smart growth
principles. Based on those considerations, the municipality shall select an area
for neighborhood development area designation that:

(A) Avoids or that minimizes to the extent feasible the inclusion of
“important natural resources” as defined in subdivision 2791(14) of this title.
If an “important natural resource” is included within a proposed neighborhood
development area, the applicant shall identify the resource, explain why the
resource was included, describe any anticipated disturbance to such resource,
and describe why the disturbance cannot be avoided or minimized.

(B) Is served by planned or existing transportation infrastructure that
conforms with “complete streets” principles as described under 19 V.S.A.
§ 309d and establishes pedestrian access directly to the downtown, village
center, or new town center.

(C) Is compatible with and will reinforce the character of adjacent
National Register Historic Districts, national or state register historic sites, and
other significant cultural and natural resources identified by local or state
government.

Third: In Sec. 8, 24 V.S.A. § 2793e, in subsection (d), by striking out
subdivision (1) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

(1) When approving a neighborhood development area, the State Board
shall consult with the applicant about any changes the Board considers making
to the boundaries of the proposed area. After consultation with the applicant,
the Board may change the boundaries of the proposed area.

Fourth: In Sec. 8, 24 V.S.A. § 2793e, in subsection (d), in subdivision (2),
before the words “the members”, by inserting the words at least 80 percent but



no fewer than seven of, and by striking out the word “unanimously” and
inserting in lieu thereof the word present

Fifth: In Sec. 8, 24 V.S.A. § 2793e, in subsection (h), after the last
sentence, by adding Before reviewing such an application, the State Board
shall request comment from the municipality.

Sixth: By adding a new section to be Sec. 14a to read:

Sec. 14a. 32 V.S.A. § 3850 is added to read:

§ 3850. BLIGHTED PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

(a) At an annual or special meeting, a municipality may vote to authorize
the legislative body of the municipality to exempt from municipal taxes for a
period not to exceed five years the value of improvements made to dwelling
units certified as blighted. As used in this section, “dwelling unit” means a
building or the part of a building that is used as a primary home, residence, or
sleeping place by one or more persons who maintain a household.

(b) If a municipality votes to approve the exemption described in
subsection (a) of this section, the legislative body of the municipality shall
appoint an independent review committee that is authorized to certify dwelling
units in the municipality as blighted and exempt the value of improvements
made to these dwelling units.

(c) As used in this section, a dwelling unit may be certified as blighted
when it exhibits objectively determinable signs of deterioration sufficient to
constitute a threat to human health, safety, and public welfare.

(d) If a dwelling unit is certified as blighted under subsection (b) of this
section, the exemption shall take effect on the April 1 following the
certification of the dwelling unit.


