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H.3221

Introduced by Representatives Helm of Fair Haven, Beyor of Highgate, Pearce2

of Richford, and Winters of Williamstown3

Referred to Committee on4

Date:5

Subject: Energy; natural resources; wind electric generation; water; lakes;6

study committee7

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to create a study8

committee to study and report on the technical feasibility, economic viability,9

environmental impacts, and property value impacts of siting wind electric10

generation in large lakes in Vermont.11

An act relating to studying the siting of wind electric generation in lakes12

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:13

Sec. 1. STUDY; SITING OF WIND ELECTRIC GENERATION IN LAKES14

(a) Creation of study committee. There is created a Lake Wind Study15

Committee to study and report on the technical feasibility, economic viability,16

environmental impacts, and property value impacts of siting wind electric17

generation in lakes that are at least four miles across at their widest point and18

that are at least partially located within Vermont.19
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(b) Membership. The Lake Wind Study Committee (the Study Committee)1

shall be composed of seven members. Two members of the Committee shall2

be members of the General Assembly. The Committee on Committees of the3

Senate shall appoint one member of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House4

shall appoint one member of the House. Five members of the Committee shall5

be as follows:6

(1) a representative from the Department of Environmental7

Conservation who is knowledgeable about water quality, designated by the8

Secretary of Natural Resources;9

(2) a representative from the Department of Fish and Wildlife,10

designated by the Secretary of Natural Resources;11

(3) a representative from the Agency of Commerce and Community12

Development, designated by the Secretary of the Agency;13

(4) a representative from the Department of Public Service who is14

knowledgeable about wind power, designated by the Commissioner of the15

Department; and16

(5) a representative from the Lake Champlain Basin Program,17

designated by its board.18

(c) Structure; decision-making. The Study Committee shall elect a chair19

from its membership. The provisions of 1 V.S.A. § 172 (joint authority to20
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three or more) shall apply to the meetings and decision-making of the Study1

Committee.2

(d) Issues and duties. The Study Committee shall study the technical3

feasibility, economic viability, environmental impacts, and property value4

impacts of siting wind electric generation in lakes that are at least four miles5

across at their widest point and that are at least partially located within6

Vermont. The Study Committee shall make recommendations based on its7

findings as to whether wind electric generation should or should not be sited in8

lakes in Vermont.9

(e) Report. On or before December 15, 2013, the Study Committee shall10

submit to the General Assembly its findings and recommendations regarding11

the issues identified in subsection (d) of this section, including each12

recommendation that requires legislative action. This report shall be13

distributed to the House Committee on Fish, Wildlife and Water Resources and14

the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.15

(f) Assistance. For purposes of its study of the issues identified in16

subsection (d) of this section and for purposes of its preparation of its17

recommendations pursuant to subsection (e) of this section, the Study18

Committee shall have the administrative and technical assistance of the19

Agency of Natural Resources.20
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(g) Meetings. The designee from the Department of Environmental1

Conservation shall convene the first meeting of the Study Committee no later2

than July 15, 2013.3

(h) Designations. Within 60 days of this section’s effective date, the4

designating authorities shall designate each member of the Study Committee5

under subsection (b) of this section and shall report the member so designated6

to the Agency of Natural Resources.7

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE8

This act shall take effect on passage.9


