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H.101

Introduced by Representative Deen of Westminster

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Fish and wildlife conservation; notices; posting; access to land
Statement of purpose of bill asintroduced: This bill proposesto clarify
provisions related to the posting of land and access to land and water for

hunting, fishing, and trapping.

An act relating to the clarification of provisions regarding the posting of
land and access to land and water for hunting, fishing, and trapping

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. 10V.SA. §4081 is amended to read:
§4081. POLICY

(g) If the beard Board finds that an antlerless season is necessary to
maintain the health and size of the herd, the department Department shall
administer an antlerless deer program. Any open season on antlerless deer
shall be held following the regular deer season held pursuant to section 4741 of
thistitle, except as provided in section 4086 of thistitle. Annually, the beard

Board shall determine how many antlerless permits to issue in each deer
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management district. For a nonrefundable fee of $10.00 for residents and
$25.00 for nonresidents a person may apply for apermit. Each person may
submit only one application for apermit. The department Department shall
alocate the permitsin the following manner:

(1) A Vermont landowner, as defined in section 4253 of thistitle, who
owns 25 or more contiguous acres and who applies shall receive a permit for
antlerless hunting in the management unit on which the land is located before
any are given to people eligible under subdivision (2) of this subsection. If the
land is owned by more than one individual, corporation or other entity, only
one permit shall beissued. Landowners applying for antlerless permits under
this subdivision shall not, at the time of application or thereafter during the
regular hunting season, post their lands except under the provisions of section

4710 of thistitle. Asused in this section, “post” means any signage that would

lead a reasonable person to believe that hunting is restricted on the land. If the

number of landowners who apply exceeds the number of permits for that
district, the department shall award all permitsin that district to landowners by

lottery.

* * %
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Sec. 2. 10V.SA. 4251 is amended to read:

84251. TAKING WILD ANIMALS AND FISH; LICENSE

* * %

(b) The eommissioner-of-fish-and-witdlife Commissioner of Fish and

Wildlife may designate ene-day two days each calendar year asa “freefishing

day™ days’ for which no license shall be required. One day shall occur in the

open water fishing season and one day shall occur during the ice fishing

season.
Sec. 3. 10 V.S A. § 4280 is amended to read:
§4280. TAKING WILDLIFE DURING A PERIOD OF LICENSE
SUSPENSION
A person shall not hunt, fish, or trap while alicense or right to obtain a

license is under suspension, including those persons who could otherwise hunt,

fish, or trap pursuant to section 4253 of thistitle.

Sec. 4. 10 V.SA. § 5201 is amended to read:
§5201. NOTICES; POSTING

(a(1) Anowner; or aperson having the exclusive right to take fish or wild
animals upon land or the waters thereon; who desires to protect his or her land
or waters over which he or she has exclusive control; may maintain notices

stating, if he or she wishes to prohibit the:
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(A) taking of game and wild animals, that shooting and trapping are
prohibited;-er; or are by permission only;

(B) if-heorshewishesto-prehibitthe taking of fish, that fishingis
prohibited;-er; or is by permission only:;

(C) H-heorshewishestoprohibitthe taking of fish and wild animals,

that fishing, hunting, and trapping are prohibited or are by permission only.

(2) “Permission only signs’ authorized under this section shall contain the

owner’'s name and tel ephone contact information.

* * *

Sec. 5. 10 V.S.A. § 4701 isamended to read:
§4701. USE OF GUN, BOW AND ARROW,; LEGAL DAY ; DOGS

A person shall not take game except with a gun fired at arm’s length or with
abow and arrow, unless otherwise provided. A person shall not take game
between one-half hour after sunset and one-half hour before sunrise unless
otherwise provided. A person may take game and fur-bearing animals during
the open season therefor, with the aid of adog, unless otherwise prohibited. A

person shall not shoot afirearm or bow and arrow over or across the traveled

portion of apublic highway or driveway.

VT LEG #285315v.2
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Sec. 6. 10 V.SA. § 4705 is amended to read:
§4705. SHOOTING FROM MOTOR VEHICLES OR AIRCRAFT; PERMIT
*x

(c) A personwhile on or within ten 100 feet of the traveled portion of a
public highway or driveway shall not take or attempt to take any wild animal
by shooting with afirearm or bow and arrow.

*x

(e) Subsection (@) of this section shall not apply to alicensed hunter who is
aparaplegic or is certified by a physician to be unable to pursue game because
of permanent severe physical disability, if he or she obtains a permit as
provided in this subsection. The eemmissioner Commissioner on receipt of
satisfactory proof of the disability of an applicant may issue a permit under this
subsection. This permit shall be attached to the license; and shall remain in
effect until the death of the holder, unless the eemmissioner Commissioner has
reason to believe the permit is misused. The holder of the permit shall carry it
at al times while hunting; and shall produce it on demand for inspection by
any game warden or other law enforcement officer authorized to make arrests.
The holder of the permit may take game from avehicle or boat but only if itis
stationary and off of apublic highway. In no event shall the holder of a permit

shoot across the traveled portion of a public highway or driveway.

* * %
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Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2013.

H.101
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