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Introduced by Representatives Grad of Moretown, Buxton of Tunbridge,2

Krowinski of Burlington, Ram of Burlington, Donahue of3

Northfield, French of Randolph, Lenes of Shelburne, and Moran4

of Wardsboro5

Referred to Committee on6

Date:7

Subject: Human Services; Medicaid; U visa holders8

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to provide9

Medicaid-equivalent benefits at state expense to U visa holders who otherwise10

meet the Medicaid eligibility requirements but are subject to the five-year bar11

on eligibility for federal Medicaid benefits.12

An act relating to Medicaid benefits for U visa holders13

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:14

Sec. 1. 33 V.S.A. § 1902a is added to read:15

§ 1902a. HEALTH CARE COVERAGE; IMMIGRANT VICTIMS OF16

CRIME17

(a) The Agency of Human Services shall provide coverage equivalent to18

the State’s Medicaid, Medicaid waiver, or Children’s Health Insurance19

Program (CHIP) to individuals who:20
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(1) hold a U visa;1

(2) reside lawfully in Vermont;2

(3) have not met the five-year waiting period required under the3

Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of4

1996; and5

(4) meet all other eligibility requirements for the applicable program.6

(b) The State shall bear the full financial responsibility for health coverage7

to immigrant victims of crime under this section, less any applicable8

cost-sharing amounts imposed on all Medicaid, Medicaid waiver program, or9

CHIP beneficiaries under the terms of those programs, until such time as the10

individual’s five-year waiting period for federal Medicaid benefits has expired.11

Upon expiration of the five-year waiting period, the individual shall be12

enrolled in the appropriate Medicaid, Medicaid waiver, or CHIP program if he13

or she meets the applicable eligibility requirements.14

(c) As used in this section, “U visa” means a federal immigration benefit15

available to victims of certain crimes who were helpful, are being helpful, or16

are likely to be helpful to law enforcement in the investigation or prosecution17

of criminal activity.18

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE19

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2013.20


