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S.245

Introduced by Senators Mullin, Ayer, Benning, Kittell, Lyons, McCormack,
Miller and Westman

Referred to Committee on Education

Date: January 3, 2012

Subject: Education; graduation requirements; cardiovascular training

Statement of purpose: This bill proposesto require that all public secondary

schools and approved and recognized independent secondary schools provide

instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an automated

external defibrillator, and that successful completion of the training would be a

condition of graduation.

AnactT HH ' ular care instruction as a secondary

school_araduation requirement _

An act relating to requiring cardiovascular care instruction in public and
independent schools

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

~L_16 V.S.A. 8§ 906(c) is added to read:
(c) A minimum C of study in public secondary schools and approved

and recognized independent secondary in Vermont shall include

instruction in cardiopul monary resuscitation and the use o
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et the requirements for secondary school graduation unless the student has

satisfastorily completed this instruction. For purposes of this subsection, the

instruction'shal:

(1) bepk(i ded pursuant to a program based on current, nationally

recognized qui delk&and developed by the American Heart Association, the

American Red Cross, or another nationally recognized entity:;

(2) include practical, skis-based experiences and assessments to

support cognitive learning;

(3) betaught by anationally certif\ed instructor if successful completion

of the program will result in certification of\estudent to perform

cardiopulmonary resuscitation or use an automated.externa defibrillator.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage; provided that:

(1) schools shall begin providing the instruction required IR Sec. 1 of

this act no later than the 2013—2014 academic year; and

(2) the provisions of Sec. 1 of this act shall apply to students graduaing

~Hor-secondary-seleel-H-r03b-ane-aFtak

Sec. 1. 16 V.SA. § 131 isamended to read:
8§ 131. DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this subchapter, “ comprehensive health education”
means a systematic and extensive elementary and secondary educational
program designed to provide a variety of learning experiences based upon
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knowledge of the human organism as it functions within its environment. The
term includes the study of:

(3) Safety including:
(A) first aid, disaster prevention, and accident prevention; and

(B) cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of automated exter nal
defibrillators;

* * %

Sec. 2. 16 V.SA. § 133 isamended to read:
8§ 133. SUPERVISOR; CURRICULA

(&) The commissioner with the approval of the state board may appoint one
qualified person to supervise the preparation of appropriate curricula for use
in the public schools, to promote programs for the preparation of teachers to
teach these curricula, and to assist in the development of comprehensive health
education programs.

(c) Vermont school districts may include a module within the secondary
school health class curricula relating to cervical cancer and the human
papillomavirus. The department of education shall work with relevant medical
authorities to update the current model module to reflect up-to-date
information and practices for health education in thisarea.

(d) Instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of automated
external defibrillators shall be offered to all students at the secondary school
level and:

(1) shall be a program based on current, nationally recognized
quidelines and developed by the American Heart Association, the American
Red Cross, or another nationally recognized entity;

(2) shall include practical, skills-based experiences and assessments to
support cognitive learning; and

(3) if successful completion of the program will result in certification of
the student to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation or to use an automated
external defibrillator, shall be taught by a certified instructor.

Sec. 3. 16 V.SA. § 212 isamended to read:
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§212. COMMISS ONER SDUTIES GENERALLY

The commissioner shall execute those policies adopted by the state board in
the legal exercise of its powers and shall:

* * %

(18) Annually inform superintendents and principals of regional
resour ces available to assist schools to provide instruction in cardiopulmonary
resuscitation and the use of automated external defibrillators.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE; IMPLEMENTATION
(a) This act shall take effect on passage.

(b)  Schools shall begin providing instruction in cardiopulmonary
resuscitation and the use of automated external defibrillators as required in
this act no later than the 2013-2014 academic year.
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