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S.2401

Introduced by Senators Illuzzi and McCormack2

Referred to Committee on3

Date:4

Subject: Court procedure; pleading and practice; noneconomic damages; death5

of domestic pet6

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to permit a pet owner to recover7

noneconomic damages for emotional distress from a person who intentionally8

or recklessly causes the death of the owner’s pet. The damages may include9

loss of companionship, love, and affection of the pet.10

An act relating to recovering noneconomic damages for intentionally or11
recklessly causing the death of a domestic pet12

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:13

Sec. 1. 12 V.S.A. § 1042 is added to read:14

§ 1042. NONECONOMIC DAMAGES; DEATH OF PET15

If a person intentionally or recklessly causes the death of a domestic pet as16

defined in 20 V.S.A. § 3541, the court may hold the person liable to the pet17

owner for noneconomic damages for emotional distress resulting from the loss18

of the reasonably expected companionship, love, and affection19

of the domestic pet.20
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Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE1

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2012.2


