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S.90

Introduced by Senator Pollina

Referred to Committee on Government Operations

Date: March 11, 2011

Subject: Executive; human services; respectful language study

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to require the agency of human
services to conduct a study to analyze Vermont statutes referring to people
with disabilities and to make recommendations regarding the use of more

respectful language when referring to people with disabilities.

An act relating to respectful language in state statutes in referring to people
with disabilities

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

1. RESPECTFUL LANGUAGE STUDY
(&) The cy of human services shall convene aworking group to review

the terminol oqvmentlv used in Vermont statutes to refer to people

with disabilities and to make recormmaendations to revise this terminology when

more respectful language could be used. Thewgorking group shall propose

quidelines for using respectful language when referring

disabilities. In convening the working group, the agency shall invi
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Green Mountain s8if-advocates, and other interested parties. In preparing its

r&mmendations, the working group shall:

(N identify words that should be replaced or removed from Vermont

statutes anA\suggest in their place words that reflect positive views of people
with di&abiliti&

(2) avoid usihg any language that changes the meaning or intent of the

(3) sdlect wording thst does not conflict with federal law; and

(4) develop guidelinest pport state government agencies and

departments to use respectful langugge in all areas of conducting busi ness.

(b) By November 1, 2011, the worRing group shall report to the house

committee on government operations and tRe senate committee on government

operations the group’ s findings and recomm%ati ons, including any

recommended |egislation to address its findi nqs%i recommendations.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Sec. 1. RESPECTFUL LANGUAGE STUDY

(a) __The agency of human services shall convene a work\ng group to
propose guidelines for using respectful language when referring to\oeopl ewith
disabilities. In convening the working group, the agency shall\nvite the
participation of two representatives from the Vermont coalition for a\%bilitv
rights, two representatives from Green Mountain self-advocat%\ one

representative  from the Vermont center for independent living, \)ne
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3ge of whom shall be a high school student. In preparing Its
rechmmendati ons, the working group shall:

(1)\jdentify words that should not be used in Vermont statutes and
suggest in ir place words that reflect positive views of people with

disabilities: \n
(2) avoid using®qy language that changes the meaning or intent of state
statutes;

(3) identify specific stabes that should be addressed by the general

assembly; \N(
(4) sdlect wording that does not cOR{flict with federal law; and

(5) develop quidelines to wppor%\aj&government agencies and
departments to use respectful lanquagein all ar f conducting business.

(b) By November 1, 2011, the working group shall report to the house
committee on government operations and the senate comnmid{ee on government
operations the group’s findings and recommendations,\i.ncl uding any
recommended legidlation to addressiits findings and recommendah’ens.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

TS act St TaRe e fect O passaue.
Sec. 1. RESPECTFUL LANGUAGE STUDY

(a) The agency of human services shall convene a working group to
recommend guidelines for using respectful language when referring to people
with disabilities. In convening the working group, the agency shall designate
at least one employee of the agency to serve on the working group and shall
invite the participation of two representatives from the Vermont coalition for
disability rights, two representatives from Green Mountain self-advocates, one
representative from the Vermont center for independent living, one
representative from Vermont psychiatric survivors, one representative from the
human rights commission, one representative from the disability law project,
one representative from disability rights Vermont, and two people appointed
by the governor, at least one of whom shall be a high school student. The
agency shall provide administrative services to the working group. In
preparing its recommendations, the working group shall:

(1) identify words that should not be used in Vermont statutes,
regulations, and policies and suggest in their place words that reflect positive
views of people with disabilities;

(2) avoid using any language that changes the meaning or intent of state
statutes,
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(3) identify specific statutes that should be addressed by the general
assembly;

(4) select wording that does not conflict with federal law; and

(5) recommend guidelines to support state government agencies and
departments to use respectful language.

(b) By November 1, 2011, the working group shall report to the house
committees on government operations and on human services and the senate
committees on government operations and on health and welfare the group’s
findings and recommendations, including any recommended legislation to
address its findings and recommendations.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.
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