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S.49

Introduced by Committee on Transportation

Date:

Subject: Motor vehicles; commercial motor vehicles; interstate highways, axle
limits; weight limits; exceptions; permits

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to authorize commercia motor

vehicles to operate on the national system of interstate and defense highways

with the same weight and axle limits and subject to the same requirements that

apply on other portions of the state highway system, if authorized

by federd law, and to repeal a provision authorizing the transport of an

indivisible load of quarried rock under blanket permits.

An act relating to commercial motor vehicle operation on the interstate
system

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. 23V.SA. §1391 isamended to read:
§1391. TIREAND AXLELIMITS

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, a person or corporation
shall not operate or cause to be operated atractor, trailer, semi-trailer, motor
truck, or any other motor vehicle without sufficient weight maintained upon

the front axle of such vehicle to make such vehicle safe in operation; nor shall
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the maximum load on any axle of such vehicle exceed a gross weight of more
than 600 pounds per inch of tire width computed in conformity with the
manufacturer’ s designated width.

(b) Nosingle axleload shall be in excess of 22,400 pounds and a 10
percent tolerance shall be alowed on each single axle load, nor shall any
tandem axle load be in excess of 36,000 pounds, with a 10 percent tolerance
allowed, except in the case of such vehicles owned by persons to whom special
permits shall be issued in accordance with the provisions of section 1400 of
thistitle.

(c) ©n Unlessfedera law authorizes the axle load limits, tolerances, or

both provided for in subsection (b) of this section to apply on those highways
designated as the national system of interstate and defense highways (the

“interstate highways"), no single axle load on interstate highways shall bein

excess of 20,000 pounds with no tolerance allowed, nor shall any tandem axle
load be in excess of 34,000 pounds, with no tolerance alowed, except in the
case of vehicles owned by persons to whom special permits have been issued

in accordance with section 1400 of thistitle.

VT LEG 263275.2
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Sec. 2. 23V.SA. §1392 isamended to read:
§1392. GROSS WEIGHT LIMITSON HIGHWAYS

Except as provided in section 1400 of thistitle, a person or corporation shall
not operate or cause to be operated a motor vehicle in excess of the total
weight, including vehicle, object, or contrivance and load, of:

* % x
(3) No vehicle may exceed agross weight in excess of 80,000 pounds

unless the operator or owner of the vehicle has complied with the provisions of

section 1400 of thistitle, or except as otherwise provided in this section.

* % *

(5)(A) Despitethe axle load provisions of section 1391 of thistitle and
the distance in feet between first and last axle as provided for in subdivision
(4) of this section, a motor truck having three axles, if the two rear axles are
both power driven and both equipped with adequate brakes, the gross weight of
the three axles of the truck shall not exceed 55,000 pounds.

(B) When application is made to register amotor truck under the
provisions of this subdivision, the applicant shall submit to the commissioner
of motor vehicles specifications as to its make, brake equipment, and
manufacturer’ s recommended gross weight. 1n the commissioner’ s discretion,

the commissioner may refuse registration for its operation under this

VT LEG 263275.2



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

BILL ASINTRODUCED S.49
2011 Page 4 of 11
subdivision if the specifications for the vehicle would not permit its safe
operation when so loaded.

(6) Despitethe axle load provisions of section 1391 of thistitle and the
distance in feet between first and last axle as provided for in subdivision (4) of
this section, amotor truck having four axles, three of which are atri-axle and
at least two axlesin this group being power driven and equipped with adequate
brakes; the gross weight of the four axles of the truck shall not exceed 60,000
pounds, however:

(A) Notwo axlesin thetri-axle group shall support more than 42,000
pounds with aten percent tolerance;

(B) No single axle of thetri-axle group shall support more than
22,400 pounds with aten percent tolerance;

(C) Thetotal load supported by the tri-axle group shall not exceed
54,000 pounds,

(D) Three or more axles within a distance of 12 feet or less apart
shall be considered as atri-axle group and, if asingle axleis closer than 8 feet
to the nearest axle of the tri-axle group, the total load shall not exceed that
allowed for atri-axle group;

(E) [Repealed]

(7), (8) [Repedled)]

VT LEG 263275.2
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(10) [Repealed]

(11) Subdivisiens The weights or tolerances or both as set forth in

subdivisions (5) and (6) of this section shall not apply to the highways

designated as portions of the national system of interstate and defense

highways unless authorized by federal law.

(12) [Repealed.]

(13) Despite the axle-load provisions of section 1391 of thistitle and the
maximum gross load of subdivision (4) of this section, a special annua permit,
which shall expire coincidentally with the vehicl€ sregistration, except for
vehicles not registered in Vermont in which case the permit shall become void
on January 1 following date of issue, may be issued to a person or corporation
operating on designated routes on the state highway system for afee of
$310.00 for each vehicle which must be registered for aweight of 80,000
pounds. This special permit shall be issued only for a combination of vehicle

and semi-trailer or trailer equipped with five or more axles, with a distance

VT LEG 263275.2
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between axles which meets the minimum requirements of registering the
vehicle to 80,000 pounds as allowed under subdivision (4) of this section. The
maximum gross load under this specia permit shall be 90,000 pounds. Fhe

provision-of Unless authorized by federal law, this subdivision shall not apply

to operation on the interstate and defense highway system.

(14) Despite the axle-load provisions of section 1391 of thistitle and the
axle spacing and the maximum gross load of subdivision (4) of this section, a
special annual permit, which shall expire coincidentally with the vehicle's
registration, except for vehicles not registered in Vermont in which case the
permit shall become void on January 1 following date of issue, may be issued
to aperson or corporation transporting loads on vehicles on designated routes
on the state highway system for the following fees for each vehicle unit.

Unless authorized by federal law, the provisions of this subdivision regarding

wel ght limits, tolerances, or both shall not apply to operation on the interstate

and defense highway system. This special permit shall be issued for the

following vehicles and conditions:

(A) 3-axletruckswith asingle steering axle and arear tandem axle
which have a maximum gross weight of not more than 60,000 pounds when
registered for a minimum gross weight of not more than 55,000 pounds, the

permit fee shall be $115.00;

VT LEG 263275.2
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(B) 4-axletruckswith asingle steering axle and a rear tri-axle unit
which have a maximum gross weight of not more than 69,000 pounds when
registered for a minimum weight of 60,000 pounds, the permit fee shall be
$260.00;

(C) 4-axletractor semi-trailer or truck trailer combination with a
maximum gross weight of not more than 72,000 pounds provided the distance
between the second axle of the tractor and the rear axle of thetrailer is at |east
24 feet measured to the nearest foot. For each foot or fraction of afoot less
than 24 feet, measured to the nearest foot, a reduction of 2,000 pounds in the
maximum gross weight shall be made. The permit fee shall be $10.00;

(D) 5- or more axle tractor semi-trailer or truck trailer combination
with amaximum gross weight of not more than 76,000 pounds provided that
the distance between the first and last axle of two consecutive sets of tandem
axlesis at least 24 feet measured to the nearest foot. For each foot or fraction
of afoot less than 24 feet, measured to the nearest foot, a reduction of 2,000
pounds in the maximum gross weight shall be made. The permit fee shall be
$10.00;

(E) No single axle of atandem axle unit shall support more than 60
percent of the total weight supported by such tandem axle unit;

(F) Nosingle axle of atri-axle unit shall support more than 40

percent of the total weight supported by such tri-axle unit;

VT LEG 263275.2
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(G) The maximum load on any axle of such vehicle shall not exceed
more than 600 pounds per inch of tire width computed in conformity with the
manufacturer's designated width;

(H) A five percent tolerance shall be allowed on the gross vehicle
weights alowed under permits issued pursuant to this subdivision.

(15) Despitethe axleload provisions of section 1391 of thistitle and the

axle spacing and the maximum gross load of subdivision (4) of this section, a
5-axletractor semi-trailer may operate on state highways with the following
conditions:

(A) For each foot or fraction of afoot |ess than 36 feet between the
first and last axle of two consecutive sets of tandem axles, areduction of 2,000
pounds in the maximum gross weight of 80,000 pounds shall be made;

(B) Conditionsin subdivisions (14)(D) and (F) of this section shall

also apply to this subdivision, and unless authorized by federal law, this

subdivision shall not apply to operation on the interstate and defense highway

system.
(16) Notwithstanding any-ether-provision-of-taw the axle load

provisions of section 1391 of thistitle and the axle spacing and maximum

gross load of subdivision (4) of this section, afive or more axle truck tractor,

semi-trailer combination, or truck trailer combination, when the load consists

solely of unprocessed milk products as defined in subdivision 4(55) of this

VT LEG 263275.2
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title, may be registered for and operated with a maximum gross weight of
90,000 pounds on state highways without permit, and upon posted state and
town highways and on those highways designated as the national system of
interstate and defense highways when the vehicle has been issued a permit in
compliance with the provisions of section 1400 of thistitle; however:

(A) Vehiclesregistered pursuant to this subdivision (16) shall be
subject to the same axle spacing restrictions as are applied to five or more axle

vehicles registered to 80,000 pounds as set forth in subdivision (4) of this

section;

VT LEG 263275.2
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fvi)—ne No tolerance shall be alowed on the gross weight of any

vehicle registered under the provisions of this subdivision (16);-rershal-the

(C) Thefeefor the annual permit as provided in this subdivision shall
be $7.00 when the fee has been paid to register the vehicle for 90,000 pounds
or $285.00 when the vehicle is registered for 80,000 pounds.

(17) Notwithstanding the gross vehicle weight provisions of subdivision
(4) of this section, atruck trailer combination or truck tractor, semi-trailer
combination with six or more |oad-bearing axles shal be allowed to bear a
maximum of 99,000 pounds by special annual permit, which shall expire
coincidentally with the vehicle' s registration, except for vehicles not registered

in Vermont in which case the permit shall become void on January 1 following

VT LEG 263275.2
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the date of issue, for operating on designated routes on the state and town
highways, subject to the following:

* * %

(E) Fhe Unless authorized by federa law, the provisions of this

subdivision shall not apply to operation on the interstate and defense highway
system.

(F) Thefeefor the annual permit as provided in this subdivision shall
be $310.00 for vehicles bearing up to 90,000 pounds and $500.00 for vehicles
bearing up to 99,000 pounds.

(19)(A) A person issued a permit under the provisions of subdivisions
subdivision (13), (14), (16), or (17),-er(20) of this section and upon payment
of a$10.00 administrative fee for each additional permit, may obtain additional
permits for the same vehicle provided the additional permit isfor alesser
weight and provided the vehicle or combination of vehicles meetsthe
minimum requirements for the permit sought as set forth in this section.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.
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