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H.613

Introduced by Representative Emmons of Springfield

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Corrections; education; Community High School of Vermont
Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to amend the structure of the
Community High School of Vermont board, correct references to an existing
job titlein statute, and eliminate local advisory boards as they relate to the

Community High School of Vermont.

An act relating to governance of the Community High School of Vermont

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

10 Iead.

() Authority. An educaQn program is established within the department

of corrections for the education of p s who have not completed secondary

education and who are committed to the custo f the commissioner of
corrections.
(b) Applicability of education provisions. The education pro shall be

approved by the state board of education as an independent school under
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as an administratog under 16 V.S.A. chapter 51, to supervise the eommunity

high-seheet Communiy High School of Vermont and coordinate use of other

education programs by p&sons under the supervision of the commissioner.

(d) Curriculum. The edudation program shall offer a minimum course of
study, asdefined in 16 VV.S.A. 8 806, at each correctional facility and
department service center, but is notXequired to offer adriver training course
or aphysical educational course.

(e) Commissioner of education’s designagjon of specia education program.
Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the colymissioner of education, in
accordance with the provisions of 16 V.S.A. chapteN101, shall designate a
program to provide for the special education of eligibleRersons who are under

the custody of the commissioner of corrections. -Within-theNimits-of fund
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commissioner of 8grrections who are under the age of 23 and have not received

a high school diploma&ghall participate in the education program unless
exempted by the commissoner.
Sec. 2. 28 V.SA. § 121 isarkended to read:
§121. COMMUNITY HIGH SSHOOL OF VERMONT BOARD
(@) A board is established for the\gurpose of advising the education

supervisor director of corrections educathon as the superintendent of the

Community High School of Vermont, the inependent school established in

section 120 of thistitle. The board shall have

formation for the irdependent-scheel Community

except as otherwise provided, shall recommend school Policy to the

ervision over policy

\gh School of Vermont,

corrections.
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governor for athree-year term subject to the advice and consent of the senate,
in such axnanner that no more than three terms shall expire annualy, as
follows:

(1) Six representatives from-the-membership-of-tocal-advisory-beards

QO a¥ila Ao more tfthan-onaea-mamne om N
O O Ci - | O IJ

e NA-the <school-<i
v v Ci C O ATy

aelvisery-beard selected to endyre geographic representation throughout the

state.

(2) Three members-at-large.

(c) The board shall appoint achair and vise chair, each of whom shall serve
for one year or until a successor is appointed by the board.

(d) Theboard shall report on its activities annually t§ the state-board-of

education secretary of the agency of human services.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

—Fhis-ast-chal-tale-cHfect-or-passage:

Sec. 1. 28 V.SA. 8 120 isamended to read:
8§ 120. CORRECTIONS DEPARTMENT EDUCATION PROGRAM;

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL

VT LEG 274739.1



BILL ASPASSED THE HOUSE H.613
2012 Page5 of 8

(a) Authority. An education programis established within the department
of corrections for the education of persons who have not completed secondary
education and who are committed to the custody of the commissioner of
corrections.

(b) Applicability of education provisions. The education program shall be
approved by the state board of education as an independent school under
16 V.SA. 8 166, shall comply with the school quality standards provided by
16 V.SA. 8§ 165, and shall be coordinated with adult education, special
education, and technical education.

(c) Program supervision. The commissioner of corrections shall appoint

an-education-supervisor a director of corrections education, who shall be

licensed as an administrator under 16 V.SA. chapter 51, to supervisethe

communtty-high-schoel serve as the superintendent of the Community High

School of Vermont and coordinate use of other education programs by persons
under the supervision of the commissioner.
(d) Curriculum. The education program shall offer a minimum cour se of

study, asdefined in 16 V.SA. § 906, and special education programs as

requiredin 16 V.SA. chapter 101 at each correctional facility and department

service center, but is not required to offer a driver training course or a

physical educational course.
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section: [Repealed.]

(f) Reimbursement payments. The provision of 16 V.SA. § 4012, relating

to payment for state-placed students, shall not apply to the corrections
education program.

(9) [Repealed]

(h) Required participation. All persons under the custody of the
commissioner of corrections who are under the age of 23 and have not
received a high school diploma shall participate in the an education program
unless exempted by the commissioner.

Sec. 2. 28 V.SA. 8121 isamended to read:
§121. COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL OF VERMONT BOARD
(8) Aboard isestablished for the purpose of advising the edueation

supervisor director of corrections education when serving as the

superintendent of the Community High School of Vermont, the independent
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school established in section 120 of thistitle. The board shall have

supervision over policy formation for the idependent-school Community High

School of Vermont, except as otherwise provided, shall recommend school

policy to the eommissione

of-the schoal director of corrections education, may create a structure for local

advisory boards as it deems appropriate, and shall perform such other duties

as requested from time to time by the commissioner of education or of
corrections.

(b) The board shall consist of nine members, each appointed by the
governor for athree-year term subject to the advice and consent of the senate,
in such a manner that no more than three terms shall expire annually, as

follows:

(1) Sxrepresentatives fromtherembership-of-tocal-advisory-beards

advisory-beard selected to ensure geographic representation throughout the

state.
(2) Three members-at-large.
(c) Theboard shall appoint a chair and vice chair, each of whom shall

serve for one year or until a successor is appointed by the board.
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(d) The board shall report on its activities annually to the state board of

education, the secretary of the agency of human services, and the

commissioner of corrections.

shall consult with the board prior to appointing the director of corrections

education.
Sec. 3. IMPLEMENTATION

Notwithstanding the provisions of Sec. 2, 28 V.SA. 8 121(b)(1), the current

member s of the board shall serve until the expiration of their respective terms.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.
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