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H.6081

Introduced by Representatives Buxton of Tunbridge, Degree of St. Albans City2

and Ram of Burlington3

Referred to Committee on4

Date:5

Subject: Health; prescription drugs; lost or stolen prescription drugs; reporting6

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to require health care providers to7

report lost or stolen prescriptions to the VPMS.8

An act relating to reporting lost or stolen prescription drugs9

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:10

Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. § 4283 is amended to read:11

§ 4283. CREATION; IMPLEMENTATION12

* * *13

(e) Pursuant to section 4288 of this title, every health care provider shall14

report to the department in a timely manner each controlled substance in15

Schedules II, III, and IV dispensed to a patient within Vermont which the16

patient or patient’s parent or guardian reports has been lost or stolen and for17

which an unscheduled prescription refill of the controlled substance is18

requested. Data reported for each unscheduled prescription refill shall include:19

(1) patient name;20
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(2) patient address;1

(3) reporter, if not the patient;2

(4) drug dispensed; and3

(5) quantity and dosage dispensed.4

(f) It is not the intention of the department that a health care provider or a5

dispenser shall have to pay a fee or tax or purchase hardware or proprietary6

software required by the department specifically for the use, establishment,7

maintenance, or transmission of the data. The department shall seek grant8

funds and take any other action within its financial capability to minimize any9

cost impact to health care providers and dispensers.10

(f)(g) The department shall purge from VPMS all data that is more than six11

years old.12

(g)(h) The commissioner shall develop and provide advisory notices, which13

shall make clear that all prescriptions for controlled drugs in Schedules II, III,14

and IV are entered into a statewide database in order to protect the public. The15

notices shall be distributed at no cost to dispensers and health care providers16

who are subject to this chapter.17

(h)(i)(1) A dispenser shall be subject to discipline by the board of18

pharmacy or by the applicable licensing entity if the dispenser intentionally19

fails to comply with the requirements of subsection (b), (c), or (d) of this20

section.21
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(2) A health care provider licensed in this state shall be subject to an1

administrative fine of not more than $500.00 if the health care provider2

intentionally fails to comply with the requirements of subsection (e) of this3

section.4

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 4284 is amended to read:5

§ 4284. PROTECTION AND DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION6

* * *7

(b) The department shall be authorized to provide data to only the8

following persons:9

(1) A patient or that person’s health care provider, or both, when VPMS10

reveals that a patient may be receiving more than a therapeutic amount of one11

or more regulated substances.12

(2) A health care provider or dispenser who requests information and13

certifies that the requested information is for the purpose of providing medical14

or pharmaceutical treatment to a bona fide current patient.15

(3) A designated representative of a board responsible for the licensure,16

regulation, or discipline of health care providers or dispensers pursuant to a17

bona fide specific investigation.18

(4) A patient for whom a prescription is written, insofar as the19

information relates to that patient.20
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(5) The relevant occupational licensing or certification authority if the1

commissioner reasonably suspects fraudulent or illegal activity by a health care2

provider. The licensing or certification authority may report the data that are3

the evidence for the suspected fraudulent or illegal activity to a trained law4

enforcement officer.5

(6)(A) The commissioner of public safety, personally, if the6

commissioner of health personally makes the disclosure, has consulted with at7

least one of the patient’s health care providers, and believes that the disclosure8

is necessary to avert a serious and imminent threat to a person or the public; or9

(B) The commissioner of public safety, personally, where the data10

pertain to lost or stolen prescriptions reported by health care providers in11

accordance with subsection 4283(e) of this title. The commissioner of public12

safety may report data that are evidence of fraudulent or illegal activity to a13

trained law enforcement officer pursuant to a bona fide specific investigation.14

(7) Personnel or contractors, as necessary for establishing and15

maintaining the VPMS.16

* * *17

(e) A trained law enforcement officer who may receive information18

pursuant to this section shall not have access to VPMS except for:19

(1) information provided to the officer by the licensing or certification20

authority; and21
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(2) reports of lost or stolen prescriptions provided to the officer by the1

commissioner of public safety.2

* * *3

Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. § 4288 is added to read:4

§ 4288. LOST OR STOLEN PRESCRIPTION DRUGS; REPORTING5

(a)(1) Pursuant to subsection 4283(e) of this title, every health care6

provider shall report to the department in a timely manner using the VPMS7

each controlled substance in Schedules II, III, and IV dispensed to a patient8

within Vermont which the patient or patient’s parent or guardian reports has9

been lost or stolen and for which an unscheduled prescription refill of the10

controlled substance is requested.11

(2) Prior to reporting to the department or issuing the requested12

unscheduled prescription refill, a health care provider shall notify the patient or13

patient’s parent or guardian of the health care provider’s duty to report the lost14

or stolen prescription to the department.15

(b) On a bimonthly basis, the commissioner of health shall provide the16

commissioner of public safety with an updated list of unscheduled prescription17

refills reported to the department of health by health care providers pursuant to18

subsection 4283(e) of this title.19
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(c) The commissioner of public safety, at his or her discretion, may provide1

data supplied by the commissioner of health to trained law enforcement2

officers pursuant to subdivision 4284(b)(6)(B) of this title.3

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE4

This act shall take effect on passage.5


