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H.568

Introduced by Representatives Masland of Thetford, Cheney of Norwich,
Clarkson of Woodstock, Howard of Cambridge, Howrigan of
Fairfield, Mrowicki of Putney, Till of Jericho and Zagar of
Barnard

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Health; therapeutic use of cannabis; post-traumatic stress disorder

Statement of purpose: This bill proposesto allow people who suffer from

post-traumatic stress disorder to use medical marijuanato relieve symptoms.

An act relating to medical marijuana

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. 18 V.SA. § 4472 isamended to read:
§4472. DEFINITIONS

(4) “Debilitating medical condition,” provided that, in the context of the
specific disease or condition described in subdivision (A) or (B) of this
subdivision (4), reasonable medical efforts have been made over areasonable

amount of time without success to relieve the symptoms, means:
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(A) cancer, multiple sclerosis, positive status for human

immunodeficiency virus, acquired immune deficiency syndrome,

post-traumatic stress disorder, or the treatment of these conditions, if the

disease or the treatment results in severe, persistent, and intractable
symptoms; or
(B) adisease, medical condition, or its treatment that is chronic,
debilitating, and produces severe, persistent, and one or more of the following
intractable symptoms: cachexia or wasting syndrome; severe pain; severe
nauses; or selzures.
* %

(6) “Health care professional” means an individual licensed to practice
medicine under 26 V.S.A. chapter 23 or 33 efFitle 26, an individual certified
as aphysician’s assistant under 26 V.S.A. chapter 31 ef Fitle26, or an
individual licensed as an advanced practice registered nurse under 26 V.S.A.

chapter 28 ef Fitle 26. For the purposes of diagnosing post-traumatic stress

disorder, “health care professiona” shall include a psychologist as defined in

26 V.S.A. chapter 55. This definition includesindividuaswho are

professionally licensed under substantialy equivalent provisionsin New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, or New Y ork.

* % *
Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2012.
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