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H.566

Introduced by Representatives Clarkson of Woodstock and Stevens of
Waterbury

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Housing; residential landlord registration

Statement of purpose: This bill proposesto require that al landlords register

their rental units with the secretary of state. The bill further proposes to create

a board of residential landlords to provide information to landlords about the

registration process and to investigate failuresto register.

An act relating to residentia housing registration

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. 3V.SA. §122isamended to read:
§ 122. OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION

An office of professional regulation is created within the office of the
secretary of state. The office shall have a director who shall be appointed by
the secretary of state and shall be an exempt employee. The following boards
or professions are attached to the office of professional regulation:

* * *

(41) Audiologists and speech-language pathologists
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(42) Board of residentia landlords.

Sec. 2. 3V.SA. §125isamended to read:
§125. FEES

(a) In addition to the fees otherwise authorized by law, a board may charge
the following fees:

(b) Unless otherwise provided by law, the following fees shall apply to all
professions regulated by the director in consultation with advisor appointees
under Title 26:

(1) Application for registration, $75.00.
(2) Application for licensure or certification, $100.00.
(3) Optician trainee registration, $50.00.
(4) Biennia renewal, $200.00, except:
(A) Biennial renewa for clinical social workers, $150.00.
(B) Biennial renewal for occupationa therapists and assistants,
$150.00.
(C) Biennia renewal for physical therapists and assistants, $100.00.
(D) Biennid renewal for optician trainees, $100.00.

(E) Thereisno renewal feefor aresidential landlord registration.

(5) Limited temporary license or work permit, $50.00.

(6) Residential landlord registration, $50.00.

VT LEG 274219.1
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* * %

Sec. 3. 26 V.S.A. chapter 94 is added to read:

CHAPTER 94. RESIDENTIAL RENTAL HOUSING

§4901. CREATION OF BOARD OF RESIDENTIAL LANDLORDS

(a) Thereis created aboard of residential landlords consisting of nine

members, each of whom shall be aresident of Vermont and shall be appointed

by the governor or his or her designee.

(b) The membership of the board shall be:

(1) three members representing landlords.

(2) three members representing tenants.

(3) one member representing municipalities.

(4) one member of the Vermont assessors and listers associ ation.

(5) one member of the public who shall have no personal financial

interest in any residential rental property either as alandlord or tenant.

(c) A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum for transacting

business. Any action shall be taken after a majority vote of members present

and voting.
8§ 4902. POWERS AND DUTIES OF BOARD

The board shall have the following powers and duties:
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(1) To provide information to registrants under this chapter, including

educational materials on applicable rental housing statutes, regul ations, and

ordinances.

(2) To explain appea procedures to registrants, to the general public,

and to landlords who have failed to register.

(3) Toinvestigate reports of failure to register and fraudulent

registration.

(4) To act as an advisory group on issues related to residential rental

housing.

(5) Intheevent of a natural disaster, to work in conjunction with

appropriate local, state, and federal agencies to communicate information

regarding available resources, disaster-related information, and community

needs.

§4903. DEFINITIONS

For purposes of this chapter:

(1) “Board” means the board of residential rental housing.

(2) “Dwelling unit” means a building or the part of abuilding that is

used as a home, residence, or sleeping place by one or more persons who

maintain a household.

(3) “Landlord” means the owner, lessor, or where applicable, the

sublessor of aresidential dwelling unit or the building of which it is a part.

VT LEG 274219.1
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§4904. EXCLUSIONS

The following are not subject to the provisions of this chapter:

(1) Owners or lessors whose occupancy relationships are excluded from

9 V.S.A. chapter 137.

(2) Landlords renting aroom in their owner-occupied home.

(3) _Farm employers providing housing as a benefit of farm employment.

§ 4905. PROHIBITIONS

A landlord shall not offer a dwelling unit for lease unless the landlord has

registered in accordance with this chapter.

§4906. PENALTIES

(a) Beginning on July 1, 2014, a person who violates section 4905 of this

title shall be subject to a penalty of $25.00 per week.

(b) Beginning on July 1, 2014, alandlord who files afraudulent registration

form by failing to file an EMP compliance statement with the department of

health shall be assessed a penalty of $50.00 per week. Nothingin this section

shall limit enforcement pursuant to 18 V.S.A. § 1760a

(c) A landlord assessed a penaty under this section shall have the

opportunity to contest the fine within 30 days of its issuance by making a

request to the board. A written notice of the time and date of the hearing shall

be mailed to the landlord at least 10 days prior to the hearing.
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(d) Penalties issued under this section shall constitute alien on the

landlord’ s real property in the same manner and with the same effect as tax

liens pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 5061.

§4907. REGISTRATION

(@) A landlord with one or more dwelling unitsis required to furnish the

following information to the secretary of state:

(1) Thelandlord’s name, address, tel ephone number, and e-mail address,

if applicable.

(2) The name, address, tel ephone number, and e-mail address, if

applicable, of the landlord’' s agent or property manager.

(3) For each dwelling unit that alandlord owns, leases, subleases, or has

the right to own, lease, or sublease:

(A) The street address and unit number as appropriate.

(B) The year the property was built.

(C) The number of bedrooms in each unit.

(D) Wheelchair accessibility.

(E) Parking availahility.

(F) Whether pets are alowed in the dwelling unit.

(4) Caertification that each dwelling unit complies with all applicable

rental housing safety laws, including the |lead poisoning law, 18 V.S.A. chapter
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137, and, if applicable, that an EMP compliance statement is on file with the

department of health.

(b) Theinformation required under subsection (a) of this section shall be

furnished on forms provided by the board.

(c) A copy of the form shall be posted in a prominent place in each

dwelling unit owned by the landlord.

§4908. CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP

(a) If alandlord transfers ownership of one or more dwelling units, the

landlord shall furnish the following information to the secretary of state:

(1) Thelandlord’'s name, address, tel ephone number, and e-mail address.

(2) The name and address of the person to whom ownership was

transferred.

(3) The street address and unit number as appropriate, for each dwelling

unit for which ownership was transferred.

(b) If alandlord demolishes adwelling or if the dwelling is destroyed by

natural disaster or otherwise, the landlord shall furnish the following

information to the secretary of state:

(1) Thelandlord's name, address, telephone number, and e-mail address.

(2) The street address and unit number as appropriate, for each dwelling

unit demolished or destroyed.
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(c) If alandlord intends to remove adwelling unit from the rental market

for aperiod of one year or more, the landlord shall furnish the following

information to the secretary of state;

(1) Thelandlord’s name, address, telephone number, and e-mail address.

(2) The street address and unit number as appropriate, for each dwelling

unit that will no longer be offered for rent.
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