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H.5281

Introduced by Representatives Webb of Shelburne, Deen of Westminster,2

McCullough of Williston and Munger of South Burlington3

Referred to Committee on4

Date:5

Subject: Fish and game; purchase and sale of big game; feeding of bear;6

internal organs of bears7

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to ban the sale of bear gallbladders8

and to ban the intentional feeding of bear.9

An act relating to the sale of big game and the feeding of bear10

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:11

Sec. 1. 10 V.S.A. § 4783 is amended to read:12

§ 4783. PURCHASE AND SALE OF BIG GAME13

(a) A person shall not buy or sell big game or the meat of big game within14

the state except during the open season and for 20 days thereafter.15

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, a person may buy or sell16

at any time:17

(1) the head, hide, and hoofs of deer or moose legally taken; or18

(2) the head, hide, and paws and internal organs of a black bear, legally19

taken.20
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(c) Neither anadromous Atlantic salmon taken in the Connecticut River1

Basin nor wild turkey shall be bought or sold at any time. The meat of big2

game animals shall not be bought or sold for the purpose of being transported3

out of the state A person shall not:4

(1) Buy or sell at any time anadromous Atlantic salmon taken in the5

Connecticut River;6

(2) Buy or sell at any time wild turkey;7

(3) Buy or sell the meat of big game animals for the purpose of transport8

out of state;9

(4) Buy, sell, or receive bear gallbladders, bile, or any product, item, or10

substance containing, labeled, or advertised as containing bear gallbladders or11

bile; and12

(5) Transport or deliver, with the intent to sell, gallbladders, bile, or any13

product, item, or substance containing, labeled, or advertised as containing,14

bear gallbladders or bile. Possession of more than one gallbladder in the act of15

transport or delivery is prima facie evidence of intent to sell.16

Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. § 4001 is amended to read:17

§ 4001. DEFINITIONS18

Words and phrases used in this part, unless otherwise provided, shall be19

construed to mean as follows:20

* * *21
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(22) Sell, sold, or sale: barter, exchange, and offering or exposing for1

sale; and possession with intent to sell.2

* * *3

(37) Buy or bought: purchase, barter, or offering to purchase or barter.4

Sec. 3. 10 V.S.A. § 4833 is added to read:5

§ 4833. FEEDING OF BEAR; PROHIBITION6

A person shall not knowingly feed a bear, or knowingly give, place, expose,7

deposit, distribute, or scatter any edible material for the purpose of feeding a8

bear, except:9

(1) Under a license or permit issued pursuant to section 4148 of this title10

by the commissioner for bona fide scientific research, mitigation of wildlife11

damage or nuisance problems, or wildlife population reduction programs only;12

(2) By planting, cultivating, or harvesting of crops directly associated13

with bona fide agricultural practices, including planted wildlife food plots;14

(3) By distribution of food material for livestock directly associated with15

bona fide agricultural practices; or16

(4) By incidental feeding by elevated bird/squirrel feeders providing17

seed, grain, fruit, worms, or suet for birds or squirrels, located within 100 feet18

of an occupied dwelling.19

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE20

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2012.21


