o)

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

BILL AS INTRODUCED H.257
2011 Page 1 of 3
H.257

Introduced by Representatives Gilbert of Fairfax and Martin of Wolcott
Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Elections; local elections; petition filing dates

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to create a uniform date by which

various election petitions must be filed.

An act relating to creating a uniform date by which various election
petitions must be filed

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. 17 V.S.A. § 2642 is amended to read:
§ 2642. WARNING AND NOTICE CONTENTS

(a) The warning shall include the date and time of the election, location of
the polling place or places, and the nature of the meeting or election. It shall,
by separate articles, specifically indicate the business to be transacted, to
include the offices and the questions to be voted upon. The warning shall also
contain any article or articles requested by a petition signed by at least five
percent of the voters of the municipality and filed with the municipal clerk not

less than 40 42 days before the day of the meeting.
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Sec. 2. 17 V.S.A. § 2681 is amended to read:
§ 2681. NOMINATIONS, PETITIONS

(a) Neminations Nomination of the a municipal effieers officer shall be by
petition. The petition shall be filed with the municipal clerk, together with the
endorsement, if any, of any party or parties in accordance with the provisions
of this title, no later than 5:00 p.m. on the sixth-Menday 42nd day preceding
the day of the election, which shall be the filing deadline. The candidate shall
also file a written consent to the printing of the candidate’s name on the ballot,
no later than 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday-after day of the filing deadline. A
petition shall contain the name of only one candidate. A voter shall not sign
more than one petition for the same office, unless more than one nomination is
to be made, in which case the voter may sign as many petitions as there are
nominations to be made for the same office.
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(d) A person consenting to be nominated may withdraw by notifying the
municipal clerk in writing no later than 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday second
day after the filing deadline.

(e) The officer receiving the petitions shall immediately proceed to
examine them to ascertain whether they conform to the provisions of this

subchapter. If found not to conform, he or she shall state in writing on the

petition why it cannot be accepted, and within 24 72 hours from receipt he or
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she shall return it to the candidate in whose behalf it was filed. In this case,
supplementary petitions may be filed not later than 5:00 p.m. on the
Wednesday 10th day after the filing deadline. However, supplementary
petitions shall not be accepted if petitions with signatures of different persons
totaling at least the number specified in subsection (b) of this section were not
filed by the filing deadline.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.
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