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No. R-67. Senate concurrent resolution designating March 31, 2011 as
Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Awareness Day.

(S.C.R.5)

By Senator Brock,

Whereas, a congenital diaphragmatic hernia birth defect occurs in one in

2,000 live births in the United States and accounts for eight percent of all

major congenital anomalies in the country, and

Whereas, based on the National Center for Health Statistics’ tally of

4,115,590 live births in 2004, the annual number of babies born with

congenital diaphragmatic hernia birth defect is approximately 1,800, and

Whereas, the comparable number of annual numbers for two far better

known diseases—cystic fibrosis and spina bifida—is one in 3,000 live births

and seven in 10,000 live births respectively, and

Whereas, although not nearly as well known as these other physical

maladies, congenital diaphragmatic hernia can be equally dangerous and

potentially fatal, and

Whereas, congenital diaphragmatic hernia is a low-profile birth defect that

has not received the attention and awareness it certainly merits, and

Whereas, families of children with congenital diaphragmatic hernia and

adults with this birth defect are joining forces to have March 31 proclaimed in

all 50 states as Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Awareness Day, and
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Whereas, since March 31, 2008, Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia

Awareness Day has been proclaimed by 36 states and many cities and counties

in the United States, and

Whereas, greater public knowledge in Vermont of a congenital

diaphragmatic hernia birth defect will provide those with this malady with a

special opportunity to educate Vermonters concerning their health difficulties,

now therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly designates March 31, 2011 as Congenital

Diaphragmatic Hernia Awareness Day, and be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this

resolution to Tiffanie Myers in Franklin.


