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Introduced by Representatives Milkey of Brattleboro, Bray of New Haven,2

Conquest of Newbury, Lawrence of Lyndon, McAllister of3

Highgate, McNeil of Rutland Town, Partridge of Windham and4

Taylor of Barre City and Toll of Danville5

Referred to Committee on6

Date:7

Subject: Public safety; welfare of animals; agriculture8

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to require animal rescue9

organizations to adhere to the same registration requirements as animal shelters10

and would impose a penalty on animal shelters and animal rescue11

organizations that fail to register with the agency of agriculture, food and12

markets. This bill would also propose to require that all dogs, cats, ferrets, and13

wolf-hybrids imported into the state for the purpose of adoption, sale, or14

exchange be accompanied by a certificate of health from a veterinarian in the15

state of origin.16

An act relating to the welfare of animals commonly kept as household pets17

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:18
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Sec. 1. 20 V.S.A. § 3901 is amended to read:1

§ 3901. DEFINITIONS2

As used in this chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherwise:3

* * *4

(4) “Animal” means any dog or cat, rabbit, rodent, nonhuman primate,5

bird, or other warm-blooded vertebrate but shall not include horses, cattle,6

sheep, goats, swine, and domestic fowl.7

* * *8

(16) “Rescue organization” means any organization that accepts more9

than five animals in a calendar year for the purpose of finding adoptive homes10

for the animals and that:11

(A) holds a license as a pet shop;12

(B) is qualified as a nonprofit organization under Section 501(c)(3) of13

the Internal Revenue Code, but is not registered as an animal shelter; or14

(C) is registered as an animal shelter with the agency of agriculture,15

food and markets under section 3903 of this title.16

Sec. 2. 20 V.S.A. § 3903 is amended to read:17

§ 3903. REGISTRATION OF ANIMAL SHELTERS AND RESCUE18

ORGANIZATIONS19

(a) No person may operate an animal shelter after the expiration of six20

months following the effective date of this chapter or rescue organization21
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unless a certificate of registration for the animal shelter or rescue organization1

has been granted by the secretary. Application for the certificate shall be made2

in the manner provided by the secretary. No fee shall be required for the3

certificate. Certificates of registration shall be valid for a period of one year or4

until revoked, and may be renewed for like periods upon application in the5

manner provided.6

(b) An animal shelter or rescue organization registered under this chapter7

shall not accept an animal unless the donor person transferring the animal to8

the shelter provides the following information: the name and address of the9

donor person transferring the animal and, if known, the name of the animal, its10

vaccination history, and other information concerning the background,11

temperament, and health of the animal.12

Sec. 3. 20 V.S.A. § 3907 is amended to read:13

§ 3907. DENIAL OR REVOCATION OF REGISTRATION OR LICENSE14

Issuance of a certificate of registration may be denied to any animal shelter,15

rescue organization, or fair, or a license denied to any public auction, or pet16

merchants, or any certificate or license previously granted under this chapter,17

may be revoked by the secretary if, after public hearing, it is determined that18

the housing facilities or primary enclosures are inadequate for the purposes of19

this chapter, or if the feeding, watering, sanitizing, and housing practices of the20

animal shelter, rescue organization, fair, public auction, pet merchant as the21
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case may be, are not consistent with this chapter or with rules adopted under1

this chapter.2

Sec. 4. 20 V.S.A. § 3908 is amended to read:3

§ 3908. ADOPTION OF REGULATIONS4

The secretary may as he or she deems necessary adopt, amend, revise, and5

repeal rules consistent with this chapter for the purpose of carrying out its6

purposes. The rules may include, but need not be limited to, provisions7

relating to humane transportation to and from registered or licensed premises,8

records of purchase and sale, identification of animals, primary enclosures,9

housing facilities, sanitation, euthanasia, ambient temperatures, feeding,10

watering, and adequate veterinary medical care, with respect to animals kept or11

cared for at premises licensed or registered under this chapter. The secretary12

may at his or her discretion, adopt in whole or in part those portions of the13

rules of the secretary of agriculture under Public Law 89-544, commonly14

known as the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act, which are consistent with the15

purposes of this chapter.16

Sec. 5. 20 V.S.A. § 3911(b) is amended to read:17

(b) Any person who operates a fair, or public auction, or who transacts18

business as a pet merchant, animal shelter, or rescue organization without19

being duly licensed or without possessing a proper certificate of registration, as20

the case may be, as required under this chapter, or who violates any provision21
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of this chapter or of any rule lawfully adopted under its authority for which no1

other penalty is provided, shall be fined not more than $300.00 or imprisoned2

for not more than six months, or both.3

Sec. 6. 20 V.S.A. § 3915 is added to read:4

§ 3915. HEALTH CERTIFICATE FOR TRANSPORT INTO STATE5

(a) A dog, cat, ferret, or wolf-hybrid imported into the state for sale, resale,6

exchange, or donation shall be accompanied by an official health certificate or7

similar certificate of inspection for the dog, cat, ferret, or wolf-hybrid issued by8

a veterinarian licensed in the state or country of origin. The certificate shall9

certify that:10

(1) the dog, cat, ferret, or wolf-hybrid has been inspected and is free of11

visible signs of infections or contagious or communicable disease; and12

(2) if the dog, cat, ferret, or wolf-hybrid is more than three months of13

age, the dog, cat, ferret, or wolf-hybrid has a current rabies vaccination or is a14

specific breed for which a rabies vaccination is not age-appropriate.15

(b) The agency of agriculture, food and markets may adopt rules regarding16

the issuance and contents of any certificate required under subdivision (a) of17

this section.18

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE19

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2010.20


