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H.742

Introduced by Representatives Johnson of South Hero, Bohi of Hartford,
Clerkin of Hartford, Donahue of Northfield, Emmons of
Springfield, Grad of Moretown, Hubert of Milton, Keenan of
St. Albans City, Koch of Barre Town, Krebs of South Hero,
Macaig of Williston, Manwaring of Wilmington, Martin of
Springfield, McCullough of Williston, McFaun of Barre Town,
Reisof St. Johnsbury, Shand of Weathersfield, South of
St. Johnsbury, Turner of Milton and Y oung of St. Albans City

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Motor vehicles; towing and repair vehicles; signal lights; permit feg;

amber; red and blue; oversize |oads

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to:

(1) Requirethe operator of amotor vehicle to use caution or move to
another lane, if available, when approaching a stationary towing or repair
vehicle which is displaying a combination of red and blue or amber, or both,
signal lights.

(2) Authorize the use of amber signa lights on vehicles transporting

over-size or dangerous loads.
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(3) Establish apermit fee of $50.00 for use of red and blue signal lights and

a$200.00 fine for misuse of these lights.

An act relating to motor vehicles approaching stationary towing and repair
vehicles

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. 23V.SA. §1050 isamended to read:
§ 1050. OPERATION ON APPROACH OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AND
EMERGENCY VEHICLES

(@) Upon the approach of alaw enforcement vehicle which is sounding a
siren or displaying a blue or blue and white signal lamp, or both, or upon the
approach of an ambulance, fire apparatus, a vehicle operated by a volunteer
firefighter, EMS personnel, or amotor vehicle used in rescue operations as set
forth in section 1252 of thistitle which is sounding asiren or displaying ared
signal lamp, or both, all other vehicles shall pull to the right of the lane of
traffic and come to a complete stop, until the law enforcement or emergency
vehicle has passed. However, an enforcement officer who is present shall have
full power to regulate traffic irrespective of the foregoing provisions.

(b) The operator of avehicle which is approaching a stationary law
enforcement vehicle which is displaying a blue or blue and white signal lamp,

or of avehicle which is approaching a stationary ambulance, fire apparatus, a
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vehicle operated by avolunteer firefighter, or a motor vehicle used in rescue
operations as set forth in section 1252 of thistitle which is displaying ared
signal lamp, or a stationary towing and repair vehicle displaying an a

combination of red and blue or amber, or both signal lamp shall proceed with

caution, and, if traveling on a four-lane highway, and safety conditions permit,

make alane change. Amber signal lights may be used when transporting loads

or vehiclesthat are oversize or dangerous.

(c) Permits shall be obtained for red and blue signal lights for towing and

repair vehicles at a cost of $50.00 per vehicle. A fine of $200.00 shall be

imposed for misuse of these lights.

(d) Thissection does not relieve the operator of an authorized law
enforcement or emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for

the safety of all persons using the highway.
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