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H.6991

Introduced by Representatives Milkey of Brattleboro, Greshin of Warren,2

O’Brien of Richmond and Till of Jericho3

Referred to Committee on4

Date:5

Subject: Health; health insurance; hearing aids6

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to require health insurers to provide7

coverage for hearing aids.8

An act relating to insurance coverage for hearing aids9

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:10

Sec. 1. 8 V.S.A. chapter 107, subchapter 12 is added to read:11

Subchapter 12. Hearing Aids12

§ 4100i. COVERAGE FOR HEARING AIDS13

(a) A health insurance plan shall provide coverage for hearing aids for all14

enrollees for whom a hearing aid is determined by the individual’s treating15

audiologist to be medically necessary and shall provide coverage for a hearing16

aid for each ear for which the audiologist determines a hearing aid is medically17

necessary. The plan shall allow individuals to replace hearing aids as needed18

but no less frequently than once every four years unless more frequent19

replacement is determined to be medically necessary.20
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(b) A health insurance plan may impose cost-sharing for hearing aids1

provided pursuant to this subchapter, provided such cost-sharing shall not2

exceed 20 percent coinsurance in or out of network.3

(c) As used in this subchapter:4

(1) “Audiologist” means a person licensed to practice audiology5

pursuant to chapter 87 of Title 26.6

(2) “Health insurance plan” means any health insurance policy or health7

benefit plan offered by a health insurer, as defined in section 9402 of Title 18,8

but does not include policies or plans providing coverage for specified disease9

or other limited benefit coverage.10

(3) “Hearing aid” means an amplifying device to be worn by a11

hearing-impaired person to improve hearing, including any accessories12

specifically used in connection with such a device, but excluding theater or13

auditorium wide-area listening devices, telephone amplifiers, or other devices14

designed to replace a hearing aid for restricted situations.15

Sec. 2. APPLICABILITY AND EFFECTIVE DATE16

This act shall take effect on October 1, 2010, and shall apply to all health17

insurance plans on and after October 1, 2010, on such date as a health insurer18

offers, issues, or renews the health insurance plan, but in no event later than19

October 1, 2011.20


