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H.5441

Introduced by Representatives Masland of Thetford and Cheney of Norwich2

Referred to Committee on3

Date:4

Subject: Internal security and public safety; control generally; feral cats5

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to allow municipalities to adopt6

ordinances regarding feral cats.7

An act relating to feral cats8

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:9

Sec. 1. 20 V.S.A. § 3514 is added to read:10

§ 3514. FERAL CATS11

(a) For purposes of this section:12

(1) “Feral cat” means a cat that is born in the wild or abandoned and is13

not socialized or appropriate as a companion for humans.14

(2) “Keeper” means any person or organization harboring, regularly15

feeding, or having possession of any feral cat.16

(b) A municipality may adopt ordinances regarding the treatment of feral17

cats, including adopting programs of humane trapping, sterilization, or humane18

euthanization.19



BILL AS INTRODUCED H.544
2010 Page 2

VT LEG 251812.1

(c) A municipality may adopt an ordinance requiring the registration of1

keepers of feral cats in residential or commercial areas. The ordinance shall2

require that any keeper register with the animal control officer for the3

municipality who shall provide information to the registrant regarding the4

proper care and management of feral cats. The ordinance shall also require5

that keepers provide for the vaccination of the feral cats against rabies and for6

the sterilization of the feral cats.7


