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H.5351

Introduced by Representatives Larson of Burlington, Donovan of Burlington,2

Johnson of South Hero, Pugh of South Burlington and3

Wizowaty of Burlington4

Referred to Committee on5

Date:6

Subject: Human services; children in need of care or supervision; pilot project7

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to establish a three-year pilot project8

in Grand Isle, Franklin, and Lamoille Counties for the purpose of testing the9

efficacy of community action teams in rural Vermont.10

An act relating to community action teams pilot project11

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:12

Sec. 1. PILOT PROJECT13

(a) Findings.14

(1) Children involved in the child welfare system experience trauma15

when removed from the home. Many linger in foster care for years and16

encounter multiple moves while in foster care, and research demonstrates that17

these children show poor well-being outcomes as adults. Research has also18
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demonstrated that children allowed to remain with their parents have better life1

outcomes even in environments of marginal care.2

(2) New approaches to parental support through high quality legal3

representation show that children can be kept safely in their own homes4

without being subjected to the trauma of removal and the uncertainty of foster5

care. Further, even when children need to be removed for their safety, their6

stay in foster care can be shortened by many months through providing the7

parents with effective legal representation.8

(3) Vermont wants to test the efficacy of the multidisciplinary,9

institutional approach to parental legal representation with full-time,10

supervised community action teams (CATs) consisting of a lawyer, social11

worker, and peer navigator. A peer navigator shall be a person who has12

experience with child protective and foster care systems. This team shall work13

with a parent from the beginning of the child protection investigation and for14

as long as the parent needs its help. This model has shown dramatically15

improved outcomes for children in New York City by reducing the number of16

children coming into foster care and the time to reunification, and increasing17

the rate of reunification.18

(b) Establishment. A pilot project is established for the purpose of testing19

the efficacy of community action teams in rural Vermont. The project shall be20



BILL AS INTRODUCED H.535
2010 Page 3

VT LEG 250608.1

conducted by the Vermont Parent Representation Center (VPRC), a nonprofit1

501(c)(3) organization.2

(1) The department for children and families shall identify in Grand Isle,3

Franklin and Lamoille Counties at the time of a child protection investigation4

or assessment families who are at high risk of their children being removed5

from the home, and shall formally refer the custodial parent to VPRC.6

(2) The court shall appoint VPRC as legal counsel for custodial parents7

when a child enters the child protection system through a request for an8

emergency care order pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 5302 or the filing of a petition9

alleging that a child is in need of care or supervision pursuant to 33 V.S.A.10

§ 5309.11

(3) VPRC shall develop performance measures with the appropriate12

stakeholders in the three pilot counties and use the measures to modify and13

learn from the implementation of the model.14

(c) Report. On or before January 15 each year, VPRC shall report to the15

general assembly on the progress and outcomes in each county on achieving16

the goals of the pilot project.17

(d) Sunset. This section shall sunset on June 30, 2013.18


