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H.4231

Introduced by Representative Adams of Hartland2

Referred to Committee on3

Date:4

Subject: Criminal procedure; firearms5

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes the following revisions to Vermont6

firearms laws:7

(1) The bill proposes to prohibit carrying a loaded firearm while hunting8

during bow season. Under current law, the prohibition applies whether the9

firearm is loaded or not.10

(2) The bill proposes to establish a defense to the crime of aggravated11

assault if: (A) the defendant uses a deadly weapon in defense of any other12

person’s life, whether the other person is a family member or not; or (B) the13

defendant uses a deadly weapon to prevent a person from committing14

aggravated assault or arson.15

(3) The bill proposes to reduce the penalty for carrying a firearm while16

unlawfully producing, selling, distributing, or furnishing alcohol.17

(4) The bill proposes to replace state recordkeeping requirements for retail18

sellers of firearms with the requirements of the United States Bureau of19

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.20
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(3) The bill proposes to allow residents of any state to purchase firearms in1

Vermont and to allow Vermonters to purchase firearms in any other state.2

Currently, only residents of a contiguous state may purchase firearms in3

Vermont, and Vermonters purchasing firearms in other states may only do so4

in contiguous states.5

An act relating to miscellaneous firearms provisions6

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:7

Sec. 1. 10 V.S.A. § 4744 is amended to read:8

§ 4744. DEER; SPECIAL SEASON FOR TAKING BY BOW AND ARROW9

AND CROSSBOW10

* * *11

(d) No person taking deer may carry a firearm and rifle or shotgun12

containing a loaded cartridge or shell in the chamber, mechanism, or in a13

magazine, or clip within a rifle or shotgun, or a muzzle-loading rifle or shotgun14

that has been charged with powder and projectile and the ignition system of15

which has been enabled by having an affixed or attached percussion cap,16

primer, battery, or priming powder. A person taking deer shall upon demand17

of an enforcement officer exhibit the firearm for examination to determine18

compliance with this section.19
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(2) no No deer may be taken by firearms during the season established1

in subsection (a) of this section except as provided in section 4743 of this title.2

* * *3

Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. § 1024 is amended to read:4

§ 1024. AGGRAVATED ASSAULT5

(a) A person is guilty of aggravated assault if the person:6

* * *7

(5) is armed with a deadly weapon and threatens to use the deadly8

weapon on another person.9

* * *10

(d) Subdivision (a)(5) of this section shall not apply if the person11

threatened to use the deadly weapon:12

(1) In the just and necessary defense of his or her own life or the life of13

his or her husband, wife, civil union partner, parent, child, brother, sister,14

guardian, or ward another person;15

(2) In the suppression of a person attempting to commit murder, sexual16

assault, aggravated sexual assault, aggravated assault, arson, burglary, or17

robbery; or18

(3) In the case of a civil or military officer lawfully called out to19

suppress a riot or rebellion, prevent or suppress an invasion, or assist in serving20
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legal process, in suppressing opposition against him or her in the just and1

necessary discharge of his or her duty.2

(e) Subsection (d) of this section shall not be construed to limit or infringe3

upon defenses granted at common law.4

Sec. 3. 13 V.S.A. § 4005 is amended to read:5

§ 4005. -WHILE COMMITTING A CRIME6

A person who carries a dangerous or deadly weapon, openly or concealed,7

while committing a felony or while committing an offense under section 6678

of Title 7, or while committing the felony crime of smuggling of an alien as9

defined by the laws of the United States, shall be imprisoned not more than10

five years or fined not more than $500.00, or both.11

Sec. 4. 13 V.S.A. § 4006 is amended to read:12

§ 4006. RECORD OF FIREARM SALES13

All pawnbrokers and retail merchants dealing in firearms shall keep a14

record book in which they shall record the sale by them of all revolvers and15

pistols, and the purchase by them of all secondhand revolvers and pistols. Such16

record shall include the date of the transaction, the marks of identification of17

the firearm, including the manufacturer’s name, the caliber, model and18

manufacturer’s number of the firearm, the name, address, birthplace,19

occupation, age, height, weight and color of eyes and hair of the purchaser or20

seller. Such purchaser or seller shall sign his name to the record and the21
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pawnbroker or merchant shall preserve such record book for six years after the1

date of last entry All federal firearms licensees shall record the licensee’s sale2

or transfer of ownership of the licensee’s business of stock of firearms in the3

manner required by the United States Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms4

and Explosives, and shall permit all enforcement officers to inspect the same at5

all reasonable times. A person, partnership or corporation who violates a6

provision of this section shall be fined not more than $100.00.7

Sec. 5. 13 V.S.A. § 4014 is amended to read:8

§ 4014. PURCHASE OF FIREARMS IN CONTIGUOUS OTHER STATES9

Residents of the state of Vermont may purchase rifles and shotguns in10

a another state contiguous to the state of Vermont provided that such residents11

conform to the applicable provisions of the Gun Control Act of 1968, and12

regulations thereunder, as administered by the United States Secretary of the13

Treasury Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, and provided14

further that such residents conform to the provisions of law applicable to such15

purchase in the state of Vermont and in the contiguous state in which the16

purchase is made.17

Sec. 6. 13 V.S.A. § 4015 is amended to read:18

§ 4015. PURCHASE OF FIREARMS BY NONRESIDENTS19

Residents of a state contiguous to the state of other than Vermont may20

purchase rifles and shotguns in the state of Vermont, provided that such21
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residents conform to the applicable provisions of the Gun Control Act of 1968,1

and regulations thereunder, as administered by the United States Secretary of2

the Treasury Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, and3

provided further that such residents conform to the provisions of law4

applicable to such purchase in the state of Vermont and in the state in which5

such persons reside.6


