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Introduced by Representatives Pellett of Chester, Andrews of Rutland City,
Clarkson of Woodstock, Courcelle of Rutland City, Howard of
Rutland City, Marek of Newfane, Martin of Springfield, Mook
of Bennington, Scheuermann of Stowe, Spengler of Colchester
and Till of Jericho

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Human services; parenting; counseling

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to ensure that parents receive

counseling and information after the birth of a child in order to receive public

benefits.

An act relating to counseling for parents receiving public benefits

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. 33V.SA. §1103(c)(8) isamended to read:

(¢) The commissioner shall adopt rules for the determination of eligibility
for the Reach Up program and benefit levelsfor al participating families that

include the following provisions:

* * *
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(8) Each parent may be required to attend a parenting class or

counseling after application and after the birth of each child.

Sec. 2. 33V.SA. §1103(e) is amended to read:
(e) Indetermining eligibility and benefit levels for parents who are under
18 in participating families, the commissioner shall:

* * %

(5) Offer parents who are under 18 the opportunity to attend a parenting

class or counsaling as a condition of dligibility after application and after the

birth of each child.

Sec. 3. EDUCATIONAL MATERIALSTO HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS
AND HOSPITALS

Annually, beginning July 1, 2009, the commissioner of health, in

collaboration with the commissioner of the department for children and

families, shall provide educational materials to nurse midwives, obstetricians,

and hospitals for patients on the benefits and availability of parenting classesin

the geographic area of the health care professional or hospital. The

commissioners shall recommend that the health care professionals provide

pati ents with the materials upon the birth of a child.
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