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Introduced by Representatives Marcotte of Coventry, Bissonnette of2

Winooski, Botzow of Pownal, Branagan of Georgia, Devereux3

of Mount Holly, Donovan of Burlington, Flory of Pittsford,4

Haas of Rochester, Kitzmiller of Montpelier, Komline of5

Dorset, Krawczyk of Bennington, McAllister of Highgate,6

McDonald of Berlin, Moran of Wardsboro, Morrissey of7

Bennington, Mrowicki of Putney, Shand of Weathersfield and8

Turner of Milton9

Referred to Committee on10

Date:11

Subject: Housing; health; lead poisoning; public education12

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to improve public education by the13

department of health about the danger of lead in housing.14

An act relating to public education about the dangers of lead in housing15

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:16

Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. § 1754 is amended to read:17

§ 1754. PUBLIC EDUCATION18

(a)(1) Beginning January 1, 1994, the The commissioner of health shall19

prepare and distribute clear and simple printed materials describing the dangers20
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of lead poisoning, the need for importance of parents to have having their child1

children screened, how to have a child tested and receive a confirmation test,2

recommended nutrition and housekeeping practices, descriptions of other lead3

hazards in housing, identification of possible sources of lead exposure in4

housing in addition to lead-based paint, and methods for preventing exposure5

to those sources. The commissioner shall work with persons individuals and6

organizations involved in occupations that may involve lead-based paint7

hazards or childhood lead poisoning to distribute the materials to their clients,8

patients, students, or customers whose work involves disturbance of lead-based9

paint or preventing and treating elevated blood lead levels in humans, such as10

realtors, subcontractors, apartment owners, public housing authorities,11

pediatricians, family practitioners, nurse clinics, child clinics, other health care12

providers, child care and preschool operators, and kindergarten teachers to13

encourage them to distribute the materials to their clients, patients, students, or14

customers. The commissioner shall also identify those points in time or15

specific occasions, when members of the public are in contact with public16

agencies and lead might be an issue, such as building permits, home17

renovations, and the ANFC and WIC appropriate state and federal programs,18

and make the materials available on these occasions.19

(2) As part of the education and outreach efforts, the commissioner shall20

give particular emphasis to ensuring that owners of rental target housing and21
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child care facilities are aware of their obligations under this chapter and the1

critical importance of avoiding exposure of young children to lead. The2

commissioner shall use all sources of information available from relevant state3

agencies and local governments to identify all owners of rental target housing4

and child care facilities and to communicate this information to them.5

(b) The commissioner shall prepare an appropriate media campaign to6

educate the public on lead poisoning prevention about preventing elevated7

blood lead levels. To the extent resources permit, educational outreach efforts8

shall include public service announcements, education through community9

access channels, direct mailings to homeowners, postings in public places, or10

other methods that communicate this information to the broad public in a11

cost-effective manner. The commissioner shall encourage professional12

property managers, rehab rehabilitation and weatherization contractors,13

minimum housing inspectors, social workers, and visiting nurses to attend14

education and awareness workshops. All outreach materials developed under15

this subsection shall be provided directly to local health officers for use in local16

public health and outreach efforts.17

(c) The commissioner shall develop a program or approve a program, or18

both, to train owners and managers of rental target housing and child care19

facilities and their employees to perform essential maintenance practices. The20

names and addresses of all persons who attend the approved training program21
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shall be maintained as a public record that the commissioner shall provide to1

the department of housing and community affairs.2

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 1756 is amended to read:3

§ 1756. ANNUAL REPORT4

(a) The commissioner shall, at least annually, on or before October 15,5

analyze and summarize all aggregate the information collected during the6

previous fiscal year relating to lead screening and confirmation testing7

information provided by physicians, health care facilities, and laboratories, and8

shall provide this information to all other local and state agencies involved9

with case management and lead hazard reduction.10

(b) The commissioner shall also at least annually on or before October 1511

provide to the general assembly, the health community, and the general public12

an analysis and summary of such the data collected during the previous fiscal13

year, and a progress report on the commissioner’s efforts to prevent elevated14

blood lead poisoning in young children levels in a format that is easily15

understandable to nontechnical readers. The report shall include:16

(1) The For each age group of children six years of age or younger, the17

number and percentage of children under the age of six who have been18

screened and tested for lead poisoning had a confirmation test, and the number19

found to have lead poisoning results of those tests at various blood lead levels.20



BILL AS INTRODUCED H.379
2009 Page 5

www.leg.state.vt.us

(2) Estimates of the public and private costs incurred since July 1, 19931

to prevent, correct, or treat lead poisoning.2

(3) An analysis of barriers to universal blood screening of children3

under the age of six years of age or younger.4

(3) The number of children over the age of six and adults who have had5

a lead screening or a confirmation test and the number at various blood lead6

levels.7

(4) An analysis of current data related to studies on the health risks8

associated with elevated blood lead levels, as well as any information on9

technological advances related to the prevention of elevated blood lead levels.10

(5) A description of the department’s activities relating to inspections11

and protecting children with a confirmed blood lead level at or above ten12

micrograms of lead per deciliter of blood from further exposure to lead. The13

report shall include the number and percentage of homes inspected and plans14

developed for the children with a confirmed blood lead level at or above ten15

micrograms of lead per deciliter of blood that were reported to the department.16

If the percentage reported is less than 80, the report shall include an17

explanation of the barriers to and efforts of the department to achieve that18

level.19

(6) The number of EMP compliance certifications filed with the20

department and the number and percentage of child care facilities that the21
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department for children and families, child development division, has1

identified as having completed EMP or lead hazard control measures pursuant2

to subsection 1758(c) of this title.3

(7) Findings as required under subsection 1766(c) of this title relative to4

the lead hazard education and cleanup fund.5

(8) A description of the department’s public education and outreach6

efforts pursuant to section 1754 of this title, including monies spent and7

persons and geographical areas targeted.8

(9) An analysis of historical trends related to: the prevalence of elevated9

blood lead levels; the filing of EMP compliance certifications; spending on10

public education programs; and the number, nature, and outcome of11

enforcement actions.12

(10) The commissioner’s recommendations for action.13

(11) The results of an annual survey of pediatricians and family practice14

physicians identifying their protocols for advising the parents and guardians of15

children about the dangers of lead and for treating children with elevated blood16

lead levels.17

(12) Outreach and training activities relating to lead hazards conducted18

by the Vermont Medical Society to member pediatricians and family practice19

physicians.20
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Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. § 1759(b) is amended to read:1

(b) The owner of rental target housing shall perform all the following:2

(1) File with the department by the due date an EMP compliance3

statement certifying that the essential maintenance practices have been4

performed, including all the following:5

(A) The addresses of the dwellings in which EMP were performed.6

(B) The dates of completion.7

(C) The name of the person who performed the EMP.8

(D) A certification of compliance with subdivision (4) of this9

subsection.10

(E) A certification that subdivisions (2) and (3) of this subsection11

have been or will be complied with within ten days.12

(2) File the statement required in subdivision (1) of this subsection with13

the owners’ liability insurance carrier and the department.14

(3) Provide a copy of the statement to all tenants with written materials15

regarding lead hazards approved by the department.16

(4) Prior to entering into a lease agreement, provide approved tenants17

with written materials regarding lead hazards approved by the department,18

along with a copy of the owner’s most recent EMP compliance statement. The19

written materials approved by the department pursuant to this subdivision shall20

include information indicating that lead is highly toxic to humans, particularly21
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young children, and may even cause permanent neurological damage. The1

owner shall also orally inform the prospective tenants about the dangers of lead2

as described in the written material. The owner shall also provide this oral3

information to existing tenants when the next EMP compliance statement is4

filed.5

Sec. 4. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH; ANNUAL REPORT; LEAD6

HAZARDS7

The commissioner’s 2011 annual report on lead as required by 18 V.S.A.8

§ 1756 shall include the following:9

(1) An analysis of provider reimbursement rates for blood lead level10

screenings and confirmation tests under the Medicaid program and under the11

primary, private health insurance programs offered to Vermont residents.12

(2) In consultation with the office of Vermont health access, a cost13

estimate for full Medicaid reimbursement.14

(3) In consultation with the department of banking, insurance, securities,15

and health care administration, a cost estimate for a private insurance mandate16

related to screenings and confirmation tests for all one- and two-year-olds.17


