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No. R-455. Joint resolution urging expedited federal initiation of the
National Environmental Policy process relating to the proposed federal
acquisition of Eagle Point Farm in Derby, Vermont.

(J.R.S.50)

By Senator Illuzzi,

Whereas, the late Michael Dunn, the owner of the 800-acre Eagle Point

Farm (approximately one-half of which is located in Derby, Vermont, and the

balance in Quebec), conditionally donated through his trust the Vermont

portion of this exceptional parcel as a gift to the United States of America for

purposes of permanent preservation and public enjoyment, and

Whereas, Eagle Point Farm’s Vermont acreage includes diverse freshwater

wetland, woodland, and riparian habitats, rich agricultural land, and more than

a mile of frontage on 27-mile-long Lake Memphremagog, and

Whereas, this impressive acreage provides land for high quality breeding,

migratory, and wintering habitats for priority waterfowl and grassland bird

species, and

Whereas, many rare plants and unique natural communities are also located

at Eagle Point Farm, and

Whereas, for many decades, through the generosity of the Dunn family,

many Vermonters have enjoyed Eagle Point Farm for walking, fishing,

hunting, trapping, wildlife observation, and access to Lake

Memphremagog, and
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Whereas, because Eagle Point Farm is waterfront land, it is valuable

monetarily and is at high risk of being developed should the United States not

ultimately accept Michael Dunn’s generous gift, and

Whereas, not only is this land attractive to developers, but also, in

accordance with the terms of Michael Dunn’s conditional donation, should the

federal government not acquire the Vermont portion of Eagle Point Farm by

September 1, 2010, then the trustee must dispose of the property in a manner

that would maximize its cash value for the benefit of a secondary institutional

beneficiary, and

Whereas, the northeastern office of the United States Fish and Wildlife

Service (USFWS), in close collaboration with the state of Vermont, has

assessed the conservation value of the Vermont portion of Eagle Point

Farm, and

Whereas, there is mutual agreement among federal and state authorities that

the optimal disposition of the Vermont portion of Eagle Point Farm is to

proceed with a proposal that the Vermont Land Trust has put forward – to wit:

that the USFWS should acquire title to the land and that the Vermont Agency

of Natural Resources should then administer Eagle Point Farm in Derby as a

coordination area for recreational use in accordance with the Wildlife

Management Area (WMA) guidelines of the Vermont Department of Fish and

Wildlife and a jointly entered memorandum of understanding, and
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Whereas, the Province of Quebec is simultaneously working toward

accepting a gift of that portion of Michael Dunn’s property located in the

province, and such an acquisition would provide opportunities for cross-border

collaboration, and

Whereas, the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Conservation Group, located in

nearby East Charleston, has written to the Vermont congressional delegation,

offering its full support for both the federal acquisition and subsequent state

management of Eagle Point Farm, and

Whereas, the Memphremagog Watershed Association (MWA) in Derby,

whose mission is “the preservation of the environment and natural beauty of

the Memphremagog watershed,” has written to public officials that it “cannot

overstate the importance of and their support for keeping Michael Dunn’s

property in the public trust and for public use,” and

Whereas, the MWA has worked collaboratively with Memphremagog

Conservation, Inc. for the preservation of Eagle Point Farm on both sides of

the border, and it has reminded public officials that preservation of the

property is “consistent with the efforts and goals of the Quebec/Vermont

Steering Committee which is charged with the restoration and protection of the

international waters of Lake Memphremagog,” and

Whereas, the northeastern office of the USFWS has submitted a proposal to

its national office in Washington, D.C., to move forward immediately with the

scientific assessment and public comment requirements of the National
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Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in order that the acquisition process can

occur prior to the September 1, 2010, deadline, and

Whereas, the NEPA process will provide the opportunity for the general

public to offer its comments on the proposed federal acquisition and state

management of Eagle Point Farm in Derby to help determine the best

long-term outcome for this special piece of Vermont, now therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly urges the United States Fish and Wildlife

Service to expedite the National Environmental Policy Act process relating to

the proposed federal acquisition of Eagle Point Farm in Derby, Vermont, and

be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this

resolution to the United States Secretary of the Interior, the United States Fish

and Wildlife Service Commissioner, the United States Fish and Wildlife

Service Northeast Regional Director, the Vermont Congressional Delegation,

and the Vermont Secretary of Natural Resources.


