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No. R-171. House concurrent resolution honoring the heroism of Robert
Meehan of Middlesex.

(H.C.R.41)

Offered by: Representative Klein of East Montpelier

Whereas, on a snowy Sunday evening, December 7, 2008, with the

temperature registering a chilly 13 degrees Fahrenheit, Caitlin McCarthy, a

junior at Norwich University, was driving along a slippery Center Road in

Middlesex, and

Whereas, under these difficult driving conditions, she attempted to negotiate

a sharp turn at the bottom of a hill when she suddenly lost control of the

vehicle, and

Whereas, the car began to slide along the road, and it then skidded onto the

property of Robert Meehan, first hitting his Subaru Outback automobile and

then finishing this unintended, and potentially deadly, journey in the adjacent

icy pond on the Meehan property, five feet from shore, and

Whereas, at the time of this incident, Robert Meehan was inside his home

watching a televised football game with his two young children when he heard

a thud, and

Whereas, he immediately looked out the window and saw automotive brake

lights protruding out of the pond, and

Whereas, even though he was hardly dressed for wintry weather, Robert

Meehan dashed outside to assist a terrified Caitlin McCarthy who was stranded
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in the vehicle that had broken through the ice and was rapidly taking on water,

and

Whereas, as water began to inundate the vehicle, a dazed Caitlin McCarthy

maneuvered herself into the back seat, but ice blocked the car’s rear door that

the terrified young woman was attempting to open, and

Whereas, Robert Meehan waded into the frigid and icy water and

successfully smashed sufficient ice to open the door and free Caitlin McCarthy

from the car, and

Whereas, Catlin’s legs were temporarily paralyzed, and Robert Meehan

dragged her up to his home, and he sent her into the bathroom with dry clothes,

enabling her to regain her senses while he called 911 for medical assistance,

and

Whereas, Robert Meehan’s unselfish and instantaneous response to this

extraordinary emergency situation was undeniably an act of heroism that

merits praise, now therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly honors Robert Meehan of Middlesex for his

heroism in rescuing Caitlin McCarthy from her ice-bound car, and be it further

Resolved: That the secretary of state be directed to send a copy of this

resolution to Robert Meehan in Middlesex.


