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H.710
Senator Ingalls moves that the bill be amended by inserting a new section to
be Sec. 5a to read as follows:
Sec. 5a. 30 V.S.A. 8 248 is amended to read:
§ 248. NEW GAS AND ELECTRIC PURCHASES, INVESTMENTS, AND
FACILITIES; CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC GOOD
* % *

(b) Before the Public Utility Commission issues a certificate of public good
as required under subsection (a) of this section, it shall find that the purchase,
investment, or construction:

* % *

(2)(A) Is required to meet the need for present and future demand for
service that could not otherwise be provided in a more cost-effective manner
through energy conservation programs and measures and energy-efficiency
and load management measures, including those developed pursuant to the
provisions of subsection 209(d), section 218c, and subsection 218(b) of this
title. In determining whether this criterion is met, the Commission shall assess
the environmental and economic costs of the purchase, investment, or
construction in the manner set out under subdivision 218c(a)(1) (least cost

integrated plan) of this title and, as to a generation facility, shall consider
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whether the facility will avoid, reduce, or defer transmission or distribution
system investments.

(B) W.ith respect to a solar energy generation facility sited on primary

agricultural soils, to meet this criterion, a licensed professional engineering

firm approved by the Department of Environmental Conservation shall

perform a full-spectrum audit of energy payback time and carbon dioxide

emissions at the cost of the applicant and the facility shall comply with the

decommissioning requirements established in the Commission’s rule.

* * *
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