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Overview

• The legislature created the Pretrial Supervision Program in 2024 in Act 138.  

• Added 13 V.S.A. § 7555, which established the Pretrial Supervision Program

• Tasked the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee to review and recommend how to use 
funds for the Program and where DOC should first implement the Program

• Included a prospective repeal of § 7555 on December 31, 2030

• A court can order that a defendant be placed in the Pretrial Supervision Program as a 
condition of release under 13 V.S.A. § 7554 after the defendant is charged with an offense 
and while the defendant is released awaiting trial.  

• Only certain defendants are eligible to participate in the Program: those charged with 
violating a condition of release OR who have not fewer than five pending dockets.

• DOC administers the Pretrial Supervision Program. 



Purpose
“The purpose of the Pretrial Supervision Program is to 
assist eligible people through the use of evidence-
based strategies to improve pretrial compliance with 
conditions of release, to coordinate and support the 
provision of pretrial services when appropriate, to 
ensure attendance at court appearances, and to 
decrease the potential to recidivate while awaiting 
trial.” 

13 V.S.A. § 7555(a)



Statutory 
Eligibility

• The statute makes only certain defendants eligible to 
participate in the Pretrial Supervision Program.

• Only defendants who: 

o have been charged with violating a condition of release 
under 13 V.S.A. § 7559

OR

o have not fewer than five pending dockets

are eligible. 

• The defendant must also pose a risk of not appearing 
at court hearings, a risk of flight, or a risk of 
endangering the public.

13 V.S.A. § 7555(d)(2)

13 V.S.A. § 7555(c)(1)



Placement in 
the Program

• The prosecutor, defendant, or court can move for 
review of whether the defendant is appropriate 
for pretrial supervision. § 7555(d)(1).

• DOC uses evidence-based screening and 
recommends a supervision level for the defendant.

• The statute lists examples of what supervision levels may 
include. § 7555(c)(2).  

• The statute requires DOC to establish policies and 
procedures. § 7555(f).

• The court holds a hearing to review the DOC 
recommendation and decide whether to place the 
defendant in the Program as a condition of release.

• Placing the defendant under pretrial supervision must 
reasonably ensure the defendant’s appearance in court, 
reasonably mitigate the risk of flight, or reasonably 
ensure protection of the public.

• The court has to consider specific factors listed in the 
statute. § 7555(d)(3).

13 V.S.A. § 7555(d)

13 V.S.A. § 7554



Administering 
the Program

• A DOC pretrial supervision officer supervises each 
defendant placed in the Program.

• The pretrial supervision officer notifies the prosecutor 
and makes reasonable efforts to notify the defendant if a 
defendant violates Program conditions. § 7555(e)(1)–(2).

• If the condition is imposed by the court, the officer must
notify

• If the condition is imposed by DOC, the officer may notify

• The prosecutor, defendant, or court can move for the court to 
review whether the defendant is complying with pretrial 
supervision conditions. § 7555(e)(3).

• If the defendant 

• fails to report to the pretrial supervision officer, 

• commits multiple violations of supervision requirements, or 

• has absconded,

the pretrial supervision officer can submit a sworn   
affidavit to the prosecutor and then the court can issue 
an arrest warrant for the defendant. § 7555(e)(4).

13 V.S.A. § 7555(c)(2)

13 V.S.A. § 7555(e)



DOC Policies 
& Procedures

• The statute requires DOC to establish written 
policies and procedures for the Program, including 

• supervision levels, 

• evidence-based criteria for each supervision level, and

• means of contact appropriate for each supervision level.

• DOC Policy #349 (effective February 3, 2025) outlines 
DOC’s role in placing an individual in the Program 
and how DOC supervises an individual placed in the 
Program.

13 V.S.A. § 7555(f)

[DOC Policy #349]



Funding & 
Prospective 
Repeal

• The statute provides contingent funding.  § 7555(g).

• The Program shall operate only to the extent funds are 
appropriated for its operation.

• If the Program is not operating in a particular county, 
courts shall not order pretrial supervision as a 
condition of release.

• Prospective repeal of Section 7555 on December 31, 
2030

13 V.S.A. § 7555(g)

2024 Acts and Resolves No. 
138, Sec. 12



Review & 
Recommendations 
by Joint 
Legislative Justice 
Oversight 
Committee

• Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee to 
review the Program and provide recommendations to 
DOC for 

• the most prudent use of funds to operate the Program, 

• geographic areas where DOC may first implement 
Program, and 

• future funding mechanisms for the Program.

• Committee to submit recommendations

• to DOC on or before September 1, 2024

• to General Assembly on or before November 15, 2024

• On November 15, 2024, the Committee recommended 
that DOC first implement the Program in Orleans 
and Essex counties.

2024 Acts and Resolves No. 
138, Sec. 10



Questions?


